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ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS 

1. Opening 

2. Council Prayer 

3. Attendance 
 Expected attendance of this meeting is as follows:     

Councillors  Staff/Consultants  

Cr RW Marsh (Mayor) -Full Meeting Mr Matthew Magin (Chief Executive Officer) -Whole Meeting 

Cr RG Fuhrmeister -Full Meeting Mrs Michelle Clarke (Director Finance & Corporate 
Services) 

-Whole Meeting 

Cr FM Gaske -Full Meeting Mr Ross Drabble (Director Infrastructure Services) -As required for 
IFS 

Cr SC O’Toole -Full Meeting Mr Mark Stanton (Acting Director Community & 
Environmental Services) 

-As required for 
CES 

Cr  RI  Paul -Full Meeting   

Cr SS Scriven -Full Meeting   

Cr ID Todd -Full Meeting   
 

 

 

 
 

4. Leave of Absence  

5. (COM) Confirmation of Minutes of the General Meeting held on 19 July, 2018.Confirmation of 
Minutes 

6. Declaration of Conflicts of Interest 

7. Deputations - Nil 

8. Councillor Reports 

9. Meeting Business by Corporate Function  

Chief Executive Officer 

Finance & Corporate Services  

Infrastructure Services  

Community & Environmental Services  

10. Confidential Items 

Chief Executive Officer  

Finance & Corporate Services  

Infrastructure Services  

Community & Environmental Services  

11. General Business 

12. Information Reports 

Chief Executive Officer  

Finance & Corporate Services  

Infrastructure Services  

Community & Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Queensland Great Artesian Basin Advisory Committee (QGABAC) 

DATE: 08.08.18  

AGENDA REF: CEO1 

AUTHOR: Matthew Magin - Chief Executive Officer  

  

 

Executive Summary 

 
Following on from the tabling of the Ministers letter to Cr. Gaske regarding membership of the QGABAC I 
spoke with Arron Hieatt from LGAQ in relation to the process of her appointment in order to gain a better 
understanding and to provide council with my findings. 
 

Background 

 
At the July Ordinary Meeting of Council Cr. Gaske raised the matter of her membership of the above 
organisation (at the specific request of LGAQ) which was confirmed in writing to her by the Minister for Natural 
Resources, Mines and Energy. 
 
There were specific questions in relation to the process surrounding Cr. Gaske’s appointment particularly 
around governance and the financial implications for Balonne Shire Council. 
 
Council tasked the CEO to take up the matter with LGAQ directly to understand the process, clarify the role 
and establish just what the financial implications for council are going forward. 
 
Basically I cannot see anything other than a comedy of errors on the part of LGAQ in how they went about this 
process. I have attached a copy of the email trail for councillor’s information. In addition to the emails I have 
received a number of calls from LGAQ profusely apologising for how this process was undertaken. 
 
That said though I have no doubt their intentions were genuine and that LGAQ were simply trying to ensure 
the most appropriate representatives were put forward for the Ministers consideration. Given the level of 
interaction between this council, in particular Cr. Gaske and LGAQ regarding Murray Darling issues it is a 
logical conclusion that they believed she was the best candidate for the role which also achieved gender 
balance.    

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Governance High levels of accountability and compliance 
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Consultation (internal/external) 

Arron Hieatt, LGAQ 
Cr. Gaske 
Cr. Richard Marsh  
Michelle Clarke 

Legal Implications 

By putting forward this report to council and the adoption of the recommendations should alleviate any 
possible future concerns about governance in relation to this matter 

Policy Implications 

This matter has reminded all involved about the need for probity and adherence to proper processes and 
procedures 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Council will be required to meet 50% of the meeting costs for Cr. Gaske if the recommendations of the report 
are adopted 
 

Attachments 

Nil  
 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council support and endorse the nomination of Cr. Gaske to the board of the QGABAC and 
That: Council agrees to meet the remaining 50% cost of Cr Gaske’s participation on the board of QGABAC 

 
 
 

Matthew Magin 
Chief Executive Officer  
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(FCS) FINANCE AND CORPORATE SERVICES 

ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

FCS1 LGAQ CONFERENCE 2018 
- CALL FOR MOTIONS 

LGAQ Conference 2018 – Call for Motions 6 

FCS2 ICT STEERING 
COMMITTEE MINUTES - 17 
JULY 2018 

ICT Steering Committee Minutes - 17 July 2018 8 

FCS3 REVIEW OF TRANSPORT 
NETWORK USEFUL LIVES 

Review of Transport Network Useful Lives 14 

FCS4 DIRRANBANDI COURT 
SPORTS ASSOCIATION 
LEASE 

Dirranbandi Court Sports Association Lease 42 

FCS5 MANAGING LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT RATES 
AND CHARGES SUMMARY 

Managing local government rates and charges summary.  44 

FCS6 QUARTER 4 
PERFORMANCE REPORT 
2017/18 

Quarter 4 Performance Report 2017/18 is presented to Council 
for adoption.  

47 

FCS7 REQUEST TO LEASE LAND 
- DIRRANBANDI 

Request to lease land - Dirranbandi 96 

FCS8 MONTHLY FINANCE 
REPORT PERIOD ENDING 
31 JULY 2018  

Monthly Finance Report period ending 31 July 2018.  100 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: LGAQ Conference 2018 - Call for Motions 

DATE: 06.08.18  

AGENDA REF: FCS1 

AUTHOR: Michelle Clarke - Director Finance & Corporate Services  

  

 

Executive Summary 

LGAQ Conference 2018 – Call for Motions 
 

Background 

The LGAQ is calling for motions for its 122nd Annual Conference. As in previous years, the agenda will consist 
of two parts:  
 
Part 1: Review of the Policy Statement 
Part 2: Motions for Consideration 
 
The LGAQ ask that when Council’s prepare motions they provide background information including all relevant 
facts and figures. Council should also consider resolutions carried at previous annual conferences on the topic 
and what action resulted. A council meeting should endorse motions and submit them to the LGAQ in the 
provided template.  
 
Motions are due to be submitted by Friday, 24 August 2018. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Governance Effective strategic planning and partnerships 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Councillors 
LGAQ 

Legal Implications 

Nil 

Policy Implications 

Attendance at the conference is consistent with the Councillor Reimbursement of Expenses Policy. 
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Financial and Resource Implications 

Not applicable 
 

Attachments 

Nil  
 

Recommendation/s 

 
That council consider submitting a motion to the 2018 LGAQ Conference. 
 
 

Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: ICT Steering Committee Minutes - 17 July 2018 

DATE: 06.08.18  

AGENDA REF: FCS2 

AUTHOR: Michelle Clarke - Director Finance & Corporate Services  

  

 

Executive Summary 

ICT Steering Committee Minutes - 17 July 2018 
 

Background 

The minutes of the ICT Steering Committee Meeting held on 17 July 2018 are presented to Council.  Specific 
resolutions arising from the minutes include: 
 
REP3 Black Spot Funding 
That Council endorse the mobile black spot areas, below, nominated by the ICT Steering Committee to be 
considered for Mobile Black Spot Funding under Round 4. 
 
1. QLD 1479 
2. QLD 0194 
3. QLD 0100 
4. QLD 0980 
5. QLD 0992 
 
And 
 
REP 4 Risk Management Module 
1. That Council  purchase of the CAMMs Risk Management Module for the revised quotation of $15,000, 

as endorsed by the ICT Steering Committee. 
2. That Council amend the budget 2018/19 under Section 170(3) of the Local Government Act 2009 to 

purchase the CAMMs Risk Management Module. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Infrastructure and Planning Technology investment for data-led change (to achieve cost savings 
and efficiency) 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Telstra, ICT Steering Committee, Field Solutions, State Development 
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Legal Implications 

Not applicable 

Policy Implications 

Not applicable 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Increase in expenditure for IT operational projects will amend the budget for 2018/19 by $15,000 for the Risk 
Management module. 
 

Attachments 

1. 16082018_ICT_17072018_MIN_373.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
1. That Council receive and note the minutes of the ICT Steering Committee 17 July 2018. 

 
2. REP3 Black Spot Funding 

 That Council endorse the mobile black spot areas, below, nominated by the ICT Steering Committee to 
be considered for Mobile Black Spot Funding under Round 4. 

 
a) QLD 1479 
b) QLD 0194 
c) QLD 0100 
d) QLD 0980 
e) QLD 0992 

 
3. REP 4 Risk Management Module 

a) That Council purchase of the CAMMs Risk Management Module for the revised quotation of $15,000, 
as endorsed by the ICT Steering Committee. 

a) That Council amend the budget 2018/19 under Section 170(3) of the Local Government Act 2009 to 
purchase the CAMMs Risk Management Module. 

 
 

Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Review of Transport Network Useful Lives 

DATE: 06.08.18  

AGENDA REF: FCS3 

AUTHOR: Michelle Clarke - Director Finance & Corporate Services  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Review of Transport Network Useful Lives 
 

Background 

For the 2017-2018 Financial Year, instructions were given to Lemmah Pty Ltd to undertake a review of the 
useful lives of Council’s Transport Network Assets.  This task was performed and the reviewed useful lives 
have been assessed by the Director Finance & Corporate Services, Director Infrastructure Services, Manager 
Finance Services, Consulting Accountant and Asset Officer.  
 
The recommendations in the report are based on:  

 the current BSC road conditions; 

 the funding being invested in the network; 

 local experience with local materials; 

 experience from similar networks and relevant research. 
 
The recommended useful lives for the Balonne Shire transport network are detailed in Appendix B. 
 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Infrastructure and Planning Safe, efficient and connected transport networks 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Council’s Director of Infrastructure, Director of Finance and Corporate Services, Acting Manager Finance 
Services, Consultant Accountant, and Assets Officer considered these changes and it was concluded that 
recommendations are fair and reasonable. 
Audit Committee and Council’s External Auditors have also been consulted.   

Legal Implications 

Sections of AASB 116 relevant to useful life of road assets were considered as part of the review. 
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Policy Implications 

The review will inform Council’s Asset Management framework and financial accounting of depreciation. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

The results of incorporating the adopted target useful lives are summarised in Error! Reference source not 
found. (below). The adjusted useful lives have decreased annual depreciation by $855,759. 
 
 

Attachments 

1. 16082018_Position Paper_Review of Transport Network Useful Livesv2.pdf ⇩  
2. 16082018 Report to Council BSC Transport Network Assets - Useful Livesv3.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
1. That the Transport Network Useful Lives Report, July 2018 and adjustment in depreciation by 

$855,759 be received and adopted; and 
2. The recommended useful lives in Appendix B of the Transport Network Useful Lives Report, July 

2018 be endorsed by Council as at 30 June 2018. 
 
 

Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Dirranbandi Court Sports Association Lease 

DATE: 06.08.18  

AGENDA REF: FCS4 

AUTHOR: Michelle Clarke - Director Finance & Corporate Services  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Dirranbandi Court Sports Association Lease 
 

Background 

Council had a Lease of Deed of Grant in Trust between the Dirranbandi Court Sports Association and the 
Dirranbandi Progress Association for Lot 1 RP 100720 Theodore Street for the tennis courts.  The lease 
expired 30 July 2017. 
 
The lease required payment of: 

 All electricity and ancillary costs; 

 Payment of rates for all utilities charges 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Healthy and active lifestyles 

Consultation (internal/external) 

The Dirranbandi Progress Association and Dirranbandi Court Sports Association have been consulted and 
advise as follows: 
 
Dirranbandi Progress Association – advise:  

The Dirranbandi Progress Association made a decision at the last meeting in regards to the lease 
agreement between Progress and the Balonne Shire Council for the tennis courts/pool land.  We have 
decided to leave the lease as lapsed. 

 
Dirranbandi Court Sports Association advise: 

The Dirranbandi Court Sports Association Inc would like to progress with a licence to manage the 
Dirranbandi Court Sports hall that had previously existed as a 20 year lease under the Dirranbandi 
Progress Association. 
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We have limited membership currently in a shrinking community.  We are unable to proceed with a 
lease arrangement as we do not have the income to continue to pay rates, insurance and electricity on 
the property and it is not a tradeable solution for the Association into the future. 
 
We would like however to continue to exclusively manage the facility which would include –  
• Management of all Hall and Court Hire; 
• Maintaining the facility in a clean and tidy condition; and  
• Organising netball and tennis fixtures on the courts as attendance permits. 
 
We would continue to hold Contents Insurance and Public Liability Insurance to cover sport and 
activities held at the hall. 
 
We would like to cease the payment of rates, building insurance and electricity if possible. 
 
If you could please draft a proposal for Council and circulate for our committee’s approval and final 
confirmation it would be greatly appreciated. 

Legal Implications 

Inland Legal has been requested to provide advice on the options available to Council for a licence agreement, 
they advise as follows: 

It is uncertain if Council has the power to grant a licence being that the Land is Trust Land.  A Lease 
(which is within Council’s power) could still accommodate the parties concerns and can expressly deal 
with the terms of outgoings, liabilities and also maintenance etc as agreed between the parties.  
 
A license is not necessarily an option and may not achieve anything beyond what a Lease is capable of 
with necessary amendments. 

Policy Implications 

The request not to pay rates and electricity costs associated with the lease is inconsistent with our Licence or 
Lease of Council Owned or Controlled Land Policy. Although it is worded ‘In general’ lessees will be 
responsible for payment of rates, and for all services used eg. Electricity.  While Council does have discretion 
to provide further concessions it must be mindful of setting a precedent. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Council does not have a budget for the increased cost of insurance, rates and electricity.  Council currently 
provides concession by way of no general rates and a peppercorn rental. 
 

Attachments 

Nil  
 

Recommendation/s 

1. That Council delegate to the Chief Executive Officer under Section 257(1)(b) the power to negotiate 
and finalise a lease with the Dirranbandi Sports Courts Association for Lot 1 RP 100720 Theodore 
Street for exclusive rights over the tennis courts and associated buildings. 

 

Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Managing local government rates and charges summary 

DATE: 06.08.18  

AGENDA REF: FCS5 

AUTHOR: Tracey Lee - Manager Finance Services  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Managing local government rates and charges summary. 
 

Background 

The Local Government Act 2009 (the Act) and the Local Government Regulation 2012 (the Regulation) allow 
councils to develop their own approaches to meet their communities’ needs through rates and charges. 
Setting rates and budgets: 
The Act and Regulation prescribe how councils must develop their annual budgets and set rates and charges 
each year, and also require that councils: 

 Adopt their budget before 1 August each year 

 Include in their budgets a range of documents (such as a revenue statement and a revenue policy) 

 Pass a resolution each year at their annual budget meeting setting out the differential rates categories 
they intend to use in the financial year 

 Pass a resolution each year at their annual budget meeting setting the rates and charges for the 
financial year. 

The Act requires that the local government principles of transparency, sustainability, efficiency and community 
representation be applied when setting rates and charges. Councils’ should also when setting rates and 
charges follow the rates practice principles of fairness, equity, meaningful contribution, predictability and user 
pays. 
Financial sustainability: 
A council is financially sustainable if it can maintain its financial capital and infrastructure capital over the long 
term (at least 10 years). Under the Regulation, councils must calculate and disclose three (3) key financial 
sustainability measures currently being operating surplus ratio, asset sustainability ratio and net financial 
liabilities ratio. 
Overdue rates and charges: 
The Regulation includes a range of options for councils to use when rates are unpaid or overdue (charging 
interest, taking court action, selling land, and acquiring land). 
 
The Queensland Audit Office conducted an audit of five local government councils and released Report 17: 
2017-18 Managing local government rates and charges based on the audit findings. 
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Summary of audit findings 
Transparency: 
Councils’ lacked transparency around the setting of rates and charges by not publishing comprehensive 
descriptions of rate categories, reason for using the different categories, and rationale for the different levels of 
rates for each category. 
Sustainability: 
Council’s decisions to increase rates and charges at certain levels are not directly linked to their forecast 
revenue needs. Rather, they increase rates at levels that council consider to be fair and reasonable for their 
ratepayers, rather than with a focus on operating sustainably over the long term without eroding their physical 
asset base. 
Community engagement: 
Councils are not engaging community input into their budgets and rate setting decisions and subsequently 
have no involvement in determining the level and quality of services and facilities the councils provide and the 
rates and charges the community is prepared to pay for them. 
 
How this applies to the Balonne Shire Council 
Council has been working towards improving its financial sustainability with a modest rate rise for 2018/19.   
Council has improved its community input into budgeting and rate setting with community catch up days and 
proposes to further improve this by releasing a draft budget for 2019/20 well before adoption. 
Council is currently reviewing its differential rating categories to ensure there is rationale for the different levels 
and rates for each category. 

 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Governance Financial management for long-term sustainability 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Nil 

Legal Implications 

If legislative requirements surrounding the management of rates and charges are not complied with then 
Council has the potential risk of legal judgements being unfavourable should they become a matter of legal 
judgement. 

Policy Implications 

Policies such as the Revenue Policy needs to be reviewed and updated for compliance with the Regulation 
and the Act. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

If Council does not comply with the legislative requirements for properly adopting and managing its rates and 
charges then they can be deemed invalid and may be liable for repayment of associated revenue raised.  
 

Attachments 

Nil  
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Recommendation/s 

 
That: 

1. Council adhere to the local government principles and rates practice principle when setting future 
rates and charges. 

2. Council set rates and charges at a level that allows them to maintain their assets in the short- and 
long-term and deliver services in line with community expectations now and in the future. 

3. Council comply with the legislative requirements and guidelines governing recovery of overdue rates 
and charges. 

4. Council publish a comprehensive description of its rates categories, why it uses the different 
categories, and the rationale for the different levels of rates for each category to improve 
transparency. 

5. Council set rates and charges increases with a focus on operating sustainably over the long term. 
6. Council engage their community in budget and rate setting decisions to determine services and 

facilities levels that they are prepared to pay for. 
 
 

Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Quarter 4 Performance Report 2017/18 

DATE: 06.08.18  

AGENDA REF: FCS6 

AUTHOR: Michelle Clarke - Director Finance & Corporate Services  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Quarter 4 Performance Report 2017/18 is presented to Council for adoption. 
 

Background 

The Chief Executive Officer must present a written assessment of the local government’s progress towards 
implementing the annual operational plan of not more than 3 months.  The progress report for Quarter 4 is for 
Council to note and adopt. It covers the period 1 April 2018 – 30 June 2018. 
 
You will note that the Key Performance Indicators shows a trend line for the full year, comparing the result for 
each Quarter.   
 
The report provides an Overall Summary of Council’s progress and uses traffic light indicators to the 
management response required and is also showing a trend line for quarter 4 and annual result.  Overall we 
have 83 Actions of which 40% are on track, 18% require monitoring and 27.7% need work.  Our KPI Status 
shows 58.65% are on track, almost 2.88% requires attention and we have 38.46% that need more work.  
 
The Quarter 1 report for 2018/19 is due at the end of September and will be based on the Key Foundations in 
the new Corporate Plan. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Function Key Program Area 

Inclusive & Ethical Governance  Corporate Governance: To provide effective organisational 
leadership through strategic planning, accountability and ethical 
standards of practice.   

Consultation (internal/external) 

All Directors and their responsible officers have been given the opportunity to provide commentary on the 
progress of Milestones and Key Performance Indicators within the Operational Plan.  
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Legal Implications 

This report complies with Section 174(3) Local Government Regulations 2012. 

Policy Implications 

Not applicable 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Not applicable. 
 

Attachments 

1. OrganisationalPerformanceReport_Q4_2017-18.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That in accordance with Section 174(3) of the Local Government Regulations, 2012, Council adopt the 
Quarterly Performance Report for Quarter 4 of 2017/18. 
 
 

Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Request to Lease Land - Dirranbandi 

DATE: 06.08.18  

AGENDA REF: FCS7 

AUTHOR: Michelle Clarke - Director Finance & Corporate Services  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Request to lease land - Dirranbandi 
 

Background 

Council has received correspondence requesting the option to lease and utilise Lot 44 D30640 Charles Street 
Dirranbandi for material storage (sand & gravel supplies).  The location is shown below – the triangular block 
of land off Charles Street highlighted.   The title search indicates this is a trustee lease (with Council as the 
trustee) and the purpose of the land is noted as ‘park’.  
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Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Infrastructure and Planning Community infrastructure for existing and future needs 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Advice has been sought from the Department of Natural Resources Mines & Energy.  
The person who has requested the lease has been informed that the matter is pending council decision and 
advice from DNRME. 

Legal Implications 

Trustees must maintain and manage the land consistent with the purpose of the trust land. However, DNRME 
may approve an inconsistent action if this does not adversely affect any local business or diminish the trust 
land’s purpose. 
Council would be required to dispose of the land by lease through a public tender or auction process to meet 
the requirements of section 236 of the Local Government Regulation 2012. 
 
There is an exemption where the land is an adjoining property however it must meet the following criteria. 
(iv)the land is disposed of to a person who owns adjoining land if— 

(A) the land is not suitable to be offered for disposal by tender or auction for a particular reason, 
including, for example, the size of the land or the existence of particular infrastructure on the land; and 
(B) there is not another person who owns other adjoining land who wishes to acquire the land; and 
(C) it is in the public interest to of the land without a tender or auction; and 
(D) the disposal is otherwise in accordance with sound contracting principles; or 

(v) all or some of the consideration for the disposal is consideration other than money, for example, other land 
given in exchange for the disposal. 

Policy Implications 

Not applicable 

Financial and Resource Implications 

A valuation, survey plan and legal expenses would be incurred to arrange a lease – if Council and DNRME 
agreed that the use was not inconsistent with the purpose of the trust land. 
 

Attachments 

1. 20180803_TitleSearch Lot 44 D30640 Dirranbandi.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

That Council advise the applicant that: 
1. the land known as Lot 44 D30640 Charles Street Dirranbandi’s purpose is a ‘park’ and as trustee 

Council cannot lease the area for the storage of material (sand & gravel) without the consent of the 
Department of Natural Resources, Mines & Energy; and 

2. that should approval be given by the Department of Natural Resources, Mines & Energy a public 
tender/auction process would be held in accordance with S236 of the Local Government Regulations 
2012. 
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Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Finance Report period ending 31 July 2018  

DATE: 07.08.18  

AGENDA REF: FCS8 

AUTHOR: Tracey Lee - Manager Finance Services  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Monthly Finance Report period ending 31 July 2018. 
 

Attachments 

1. Financial Management Report for period ending 31 July 2018  ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

That the monthly Financial Management Report for the period ending July 2018, as tabled, be received and 
noted. 
 
 

Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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(IFS) INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 

ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

IFS1 THALLON PROGRESS 
ASSOCIATION REQUEST 
TO NAME THALLON 
RECREATION GROUNDS 
MCGEEVER PARK 

Thallon Progress Association has requested that Thallon 
Recreation Grounds be named McGeever Park in recognition of 
the McGeever family.  

110 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: 
Thallon Progress Association Request to Name Thallon Recreation Grounds 
McGeever Park 

DATE: 13.07.18  

AGENDA REF: IFS1 

AUTHOR: Raelene McVinish - Asset/GIS Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

Thallon Progress Association has requested that Thallon Recreation Grounds be named McGeever Park in 
recognition of the McGeever family.  
 

Background 

Thallon Progress Association secretary Leanne Brosnan emailed Balonne Shire Council Chief Executive 
Officer Matthew Magin with a letter from the Thallon Progress Association on 12 July 2018. 
 
The letter outlined the Association’s request to name the Thallon Recreation Grounds to McGeever Park.  
 
In 1912, William Henry McGeever was Thallon’s first postmaster. His on William (Bill) Thomas McGeever 
served in the Light Horse troop and Australian Imperial Forces in 1940. He served in Malaya and was captured 
as a prisoner of war after the fall of Singapore. Bill’s sister Dot ran the Post Office and was the post mistress 
and telegraphist during the war. She retired in 1963. 
 
The family donated the block of land behind Thallon State School for a recreation ground, which in the ensuing 
years has been used for community events such as cricket, football, rodeos, gymkhanas and circuses. 
 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Community spaces to connect, engage and learn 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Thallon Progress Association.  
 
Public consultation is recommended to ensure all residents have an opportunity to comment on the proposed 
name. 
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Legal Implications 

As this land parcel (41BLM577, 2-18 Hill Street Thallon) is a reserve, consultation with the Department of 
Natural Resources and Mines would be required.  
 

Policy Implications 

While Balonne Shire Council does not have a policy regarding the naming of parks and reserves, similar 
policies generally contain the following one or more of the following criteria: 
 
* The person is of good repute and not likely to be the subject of controversy; 

* The person was directly involved in, was instrumental or made a significant contribution to the development 
of the land or area; 
 
* The person was directly involved in a community or sporting group associated with the land and made a 
significant contribution to the group for a minimum of 20 years; 
 
* The person achieved a role model status in the wider community or achieved national or international 
recognition; 
 
* The person demonstrated outstanding levels of civic service for more than 20 years; 

* The person donated significant property or funds for community benefit; 

* Any other reason deemed significant or worthy by Council  

Financial and Resource Implications 

Public consultation would involve advertising in the Balonne Beacon, on the Council website and Facebook.  
 
New signage will be required at the site. The estimated cost for the supply and installation would be around 
$1,500. 
 
 

Attachments 

1. Thallon Progress Association - Request to Rename Thallon Recreation Grounds to McGeever 
Park.docx ⇩  

   
 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council consult the wider public and the Department of Natural Resources and Mines regarding the 
proposed name change.  

 
 

Matthew Magin 
Chief Executive Officer  
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11/07/2018 
 
 
Matthew Magin, 
CEO Balonne Shire Council 
Victoria Street  
St George QLD 4487 
 
Dear Matthew, 
 
 
Re: Thallon Recreational Grounds. 
 
Thallon Progress Association request naming the Recreation grounds in honour of the McGeever Family. 
 
A submission was made by David Hill to Thallon Progress Association for the naming of the Rec. Grounds.  In Thallon 
neither the town park nor the recreation grounds are named. The McGeever Family contributed much to the 
community of Thallon and District. 
 
Validation: 
William Henry McGeever, Thallon’s first postmaster, appointed 1912, and his Family including son Bill McGeever & 
daughter Dot McGeever made notable contributions. 
 
Postal and telegraphic services lagged behind opening of the railway line. For some time after Thallon was established, 
mail continued to be delivered by Cobb & Co coach to Bullamon Homestead, about 2 kms from the town.   

A receiving officer was appointed at Thallon as a temporary measure and a post office opened in 1912, with Mr 
McGeever appointed as Post Master.  The Post Office also housed the telegraph office (using Morse code to transmit 
and receive messages) and the manual telephone exchange.  
 
William Henry McGeever died shortly before the WW2.  His wife, Esther died in 1942. His youngest child William 
Thomas (Bill) McGeever enlisted serving in the local Light Horse troop and AIF in 1940. He served in Malaya, was 
commissioned in the field with the rank of Lieutenant. After the fall of Singapore, he spent the rest of the war as a 
prisoner of the Japanese, working on the Thailand Burma Railway and in Changi prison.  
 
During WW2, it was Dot McGeever who ran the Post office. As postmistress and telegraphist at Thallon during the war 
years, Dot was the first to receive word of casualties and had the grim task of informing the families. She rode her 
pushbike, often thru the night, to many properties to delivering telegrams reporting the missing in action and killed in 
service. 
 
McGeever Store and Bakery was started very early in the life of Thallon. Among the family’s many contributions to the 
town and district, Mr McGeever donated the block of land behind the school as a recreation ground. It has been used 
for many purposes, from cricket and football to rodeos, gymkhanas and circuses. 
 
He and his daughters served as Post Master and Post Mistress for over 50 years, from 1912 until Miss Dot McGeever 
retired in 1963. 

Thank you for considering this request for permission to “name” of the Thallon Recreational Grounds. 

Kind Regards 

 

Jane Corbett, President Thallon Progress Association. 
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 (CES) COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

CES1 YELLOWBELLY COUNTRY 
MUSIC & POETS FESTIVAL 
2018 

From the Tourism Development Officer reporting on the annual 
Yellowbelly Country Music Festival (YCMF) for 2018.  

115 

CES2 MCU 163 - DEVELOPMENT 
APPLICATION FOR 
MATERIAL CHANGE OF 
USE - SECOND DWELLING 
- 12541 PALTRIDGE ROAD, 
ST GEORGE DESCRIBED 
AS LOT 14 ON RP800276 

Council has received a development application from the owner, 
John Travers for a Material Change of Use proposing a second 
dwelling on the property located at 12541 Paltridge Road, St 
George described as Lot 14 on RP800276. 

 

A perceived conflict of interest was confirmed by external advice 
given the Planning and Development Officer holds distant 
connections to the landowner/applicant (fiancés father’s uncle’s 
son-in-law). Accordingly, the assessment report and 
recommendations presented have been reviewed by Christopher 
Tickner, Town Planner at Maranoa Regional Council to ensure 
no bias to the grounds of decision.   

123 

CES3 MCU 162 - DEVELOPMENT 
APPLICATION FOR 
MATERIAL CHANGE OF 
USE - COMMUNITY USE 
(HERITAGE CENTRE) - 8-12 
LINDORES STREET, ST 
GEORGE DESCRIBED AS 
LOT 182 ON BLM1186 

Council has received a development application from the 
applicant, St George Heritage Centre for a Material Change of 
Use proposing a Community Use on the property located at 8-12 
Lindores Street, St George described as Lot 182 on BLM1186.  

167 

CES4 APPLICATION FOR 
PERMIT TO OCCUPY OVER 
AREA OF LAND ON THE 
BALONNE RIVER 
PREVIOUSLY KNOWN AS 
LOT A ON AP17278 

The purpose of this report is for Council to consider an 
application that has been lodged with the Department of Natural 
Resources, Mines and Energy (DNRME) for a Permit to Occupy 
over an area of land on the Balonne River previously known as 
Lot A on AP17278.  

212 

CES5 QUEENSLAND TIDY 
TOWNS  

Queensland Tidy Town registration is now open, with 
submissions closing on Friday, 31 August 2018.  

217 

CES6 CUNNAMULLA FELLA 
FESTIVAL 2018 

Balonne Shire Council has received an invitation to participate in 
this year’s “Mayors’ Challenge” at the Annual 2018 Land 
Transport’s PBR Bull Ride.  The event will be held in 
Cunnamulla on Saturday 25 August 2018 as part of the 
Cunnamulla Fella Festival.  

222 

CES7 COMMUNITY DROUGHT 
SUPPORT FUNDING 2018 

Distribution of 2018 Community Drought Support funding.  226 

CES8 REQUEST FOR USE 
THALLON RECREATION 
GROUNDS 

Thallon Progress Association are seeking permission to use the 
Thallon recreational grounds to host a food event “Grazing at the 
Watering hole” in September 2018 and a concert in March 2019.  

259 

CES9 RECREATIONAL VEHICLE 
STRATEGY 

This report tables a revised version of the Recreational Vehicle 
Strategy prepared by EarthCheck following a review by the sub-

266 
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committee established for this purpose.  

CES10 THALLON COMMUNITY 
SERVICES LIMITED - 
REQUEST FOR SUPPORT 

Council has received a request from Thallon Community 
Services Limited to financially assist with the Thallon 
Independent Living Units project.  

282 

CES11 REGIONAL ARTS 
DEVELOPMENT FUND 
(RADF) - OUT OF ROUND 
APPLICATIONS 

The Regional Arts Development Fund (RADF) is a state and 
local government partnership that supports local artist and arts 
and cultural activities in Queensland Communities.   Council has 
received two out of round applications. The applications have 
been assessed by the RADF Reference Panel and have been 
determined to comply with the appropriate assessment criteria 
as detailed through the Balonne Shire RADF Program.  

285 

CES12 COMMUNITY DONATION, 
SPONSORSHIP AND 
GRANTS PROGRAM 

The Balonne Shire Council is committed to assisting community 
organisations whose activities provide benefit to Balonne Shire’s 
population.  The application process for the Community 
Donation, Sponsorship and Grants program is designed to 
ensure that all assistance is provided in an equitable and 
accountable manner for projects and events that meet the 
cultural, community, education and recreational needs of the 
Balonne Shire.  

315 

CES13 COMMUNITY DROUGHT 
SUPPORT - ST GEORGE 
HERITAGE CENTRE  

Distribution of 2018 Community Drought support funding – 
supplementary report.  

319 

CES14 REQUEST FOR USE IN 
PRINCIPLE - BARWON 
FISHING COMPETITION - 
CARP BUSTING   

Mungindi Fishing Club are seeking permission to use the 
Mungindi recreational grounds (Mungindi Park) to host the 
Barwon Carp Busting Fishing  event on 8/9  September 2018.  

327 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Yellowbelly Country Music & Poets Festival 2018 

DATE: 08.08.18  

AGENDA REF: CES1 

AUTHOR: Sandra Lee - Visitor Infomation Officer  

  

 

Executive Summary 

From the Tourism Development Officer reporting on the annual Yellowbelly Country Music Festival (YCMF) for 
2018.  
 

Background 

The Yellowbelly Country Music Festival (YCMF) was held from Monday, 2 July to Sunday 8 July 2018 with the 
main performances being held on Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  
 
The Yellowbelly Country Music Festival is an annual event in the Balonne Shire, which this year saw 155 
caravans camped at the Showgrounds. The average numbers to attend the YCMF were 310 who stayed 
approximately 7 nights.  
 
The Yellowbelly Country Music Festival has delivered an estimated of $308,230 of direct economic impact 
benefits in the town. This figure is based on just the patrons of the YCMPF who stayed at the showgrounds 
which equated to 7 night stays in St George. This information was calculated through the National Institute of 
Economic and Industry Research (NIEIR), with the current economic impact summary attached.  
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The event was advertised in the Balonne Beacon, Balonne Shire Council website, listed on Australian Tourism 
Data Warehouse (ATDW), Balonne Shire Visitor Information Centre Facebook page and editorials in the lead 
up to the event. 
 
The event organiser utilised the Coonan Nixon Pavilion for the performances. During the week there were free 
‘walk-up’ performances, but no performance fee is paid to the walk-ups. For the event organiser, most of the 
proceeds are used to pay for the artists who performed on the Saturday and Sunday, some of whom are paid 
up to $800.  
 
Robert Buchan was invited to provide a history talk on St George and independently organised several lucky 
door prizes throughout the event.  The St George Hospital (Allied Health), ran “Know Your Numbers” clinics 
throughout the event, to promote a healthy lifestyle. The Cotton Farm and Winery Tours ran from Tuesday to 
Friday every day except Tuesday. Sandytown River Cruises were undertaken throughout the event on the 
timetable that the Operator provided.  
 
The Cotton Tour and Vineyard Tour were undertaken throughout the event.  A total of 51 people went on the 
Cotton Farm and Winery Tour, held from Tuesday to Friday which generated $2550.00 to the local economy. 
Feedback from Riversands Winery: most of the Yellowbelly Festival customers were part of the Cotton Farm & 
Winery bus group. Feedback from those that attended this tour was all extremely positive. There were not a lot 
of extra walk-ins from the festival.  
 
In preparation for the event, Council’s Tourism Services Officers undertook the following:  

o Liaised with the event organiser in programs and activities for the festival; 

o Organised the marketing for the event and ensured that it was listed on relevant tourism pages; 

o Developed the week long tourist activity and music program; 

o This year the tourism and event program was professionally printed and together with the St George 

and Surrounds brochure was  provided to attendees upon entry to the event; 

o Distribute promotional flyers to surrounding Visitor Information Centre’s and Tourism Operators; 

o Distribute event programs to Caravan Parks and Local Shops; 

o Create the camping form for attendees to complete;  

o Two gift baskets for the Local Receipt Competition was provided to the value of $100 each;  

o Create a feedback form for attendees to leave feedback on the event and any future 

recommendations; and  
o The Yellowbelly Country Music and Poet Festival poster was displayed throughout St George in shop 

fronts, noticeboard and shared on the Balonne Shire Council Facebook page.  
 
The average patron stay was seven (7) nights. Taking the below camping revenue for the showgrounds into 
account, the four (4) active Caravan Parks within St George that were also full for majority of the YCMF week.  
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There was 155 caravans camped at the St George Showgrounds over the YCMF week. This was same 
number of vans as last year but with majority of visitors arriving early and staying for the duration of the week. 
A major interest this year was the shearing example presented, for both local community members and the 
tourists.  
 
The Local Spend Receipt Competition that was held at the YCMF for the week raised a total of receipts spent 
locally to $33,753.00. This ranges from local accommodation, showground accommodation, local business 
and retail.  
 

 
 

 
From the 2017 event where there was a total of $30,568.00 spent in St George, there has been an increase of 
$3185.00 over the week stay; however this is only from the receipts that are handed in and does not cover the 
other unaccounted expenditure.  
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There were 6 responses with feedback from the event out of this 100% would consider travelling back to St 
George for the Yellowbelly Country Music Festival in 2019. The feedback that was received all rated the event 
very good except for one that rated as average. 
Feedback from patrons to Council is as follows: 

 Would like to see Council sink the parking money back into the showgrounds toilets, roads and 
showers 

 Toilets and showers need a lot of work done on them, they are old, dirty and have no proper drainage 
 

The cleaning of facilities was undertaken before the event started, during the event and through to the 
completion of the event by a local contractor. On two occasions there were toilets reported as blocked and one 
hot water system had failed.  These issues where rectified with the cost of call out fees expected.  
 
The commercial caravan parks were well supported throughout the week from tourists and travellers that were 
and weren’t in St George for the YCMPF. Officers sought feedback from the four (4) active commercial 
caravan parks within St George for the event week, and the revenue and stays. Feedback is as follows:  
 

o St George Caravan Park: The caravan park was partially full for majority of the week with 

powered site.  

o Pelican Rest: Occupancy during the Yellowbelly Festival was 79.4%.  They note very few of 

their guests attended the festival with an average stay of 1 – 2 nights.  

o St George Riverfront Tourist Park: Very quiet this year with numbers decreased on same time 

last year.  Owner Rick Williams believes this was a direct result of the travellers choosing to 
stay at the Truck stop which is located only 100 metres from his park. 

o Kamarooka Tourist Park: Approx. 90% full for the week with an average stay of 1 – 2 nights.  

Was completely full 2 days prior to event and completely full the 7 th & 8th July (main shows).  
Owner Wade Cameron noted that he had many bookings from visitors wanting to attend the 
festival but not wanting to stay and pay for one of the weekend shows.    
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Link to Corporate Plan 

Function Key Program Area 

Prosperity For All Tourism: To showcase the Shire’s attributes and promote the district 
as an ideal tourist destination enhancing opportunities for tourism 
development. 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Tayla Kruger – Tourism Development Officer 
Sandra Lee – Tourism Services Officer 
Kyra Passman – Tourism Services Officer 
Keith Jamieson – Event Organiser  
Carmen Dengate – Showground Caretaker 
Marilyn Lanscome – Event Organiser 
Cr Robyn Fuhrmeister  
Caravan Parks  
Community Members 
Community Businesses  
David Blackett – Riversands Winery  
Brett Schweikert – Sandytown River Cruises  
VIC Volunteers 
Internal Balonne Shire Officers  
St George Hospital – Allied Health Staff  
Robert Buchan  
Trent & Elizabeth Challenger  
Balonne Beacon  
Tourists  

Legal Implications 

Nil 

Policy Implications 

Nil 

Financial and Resource Implications 

The Yellowbelly Country Music and Poets Festival have left approximately $308,230 of direct economic impact 
benefits in the local community.  
 
The YCMPF generated approximately $33,568.00 spent locally (retail, accommodation at the St George 
Showgrounds and local Caravan Parks, Groceries); however this information is only obtained from the Local 
Spend Receipt Competition.  
 
The event raised a total of $14,027 in camping revenue at the Showgrounds. The fees were $15.00 per 
powered site per night and $12.00 per unpowered site per night.  These fees are comparable with similar 
regional music festivals. 
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Attachments 

1. Economic Impact Summary 2018.pdf ⇩  
  

 

Recommendation/s 

That: 
1. Council receives this report; 
2. For the 2019 Yellowbelly Country Music and Poets Festival event that Council maintains the fees for 

the 2019 event of $15.00 per powered site per night and $12.00 per unpowered site per night; 
3. Council undertakes the cleaning of the amenities prior to the event with a Contract cleaner being 

used throughout the week event to clean the showers and toilet facilities; 
4. Council undertakes the waste collection for the event in 2019. 

 
 

Mark Stanton 
Acting Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: 
MCU 163 - Development Application for Material Change of Use - Second 
Dwelling - 12541 Paltridge Road, St George described as Lot 14 on RP800276 

DATE: 07.08.18  

AGENDA REF: CES2 

AUTHOR: Fiona Macleod - Planning & Development Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

Council has received a development application from the owner, John Travers for a Material Change of Use 
proposing a second dwelling on the property located at 12541 Paltridge Road, St George described as Lot 14 
on RP800276. 
 
A perceived conflict of interest was confirmed by external advice given the Planning and Development Officer 
holds distant connections to the landowner/applicant (fiancés father’s uncle’s son-in-law). Accordingly, the 
assessment report and recommendations presented have been reviewed by Christopher Tickner, Town 
Planner at Maranoa Regional Council to ensure no bias to the grounds of decision.   
 
 

Background 

Applicant: John Travers 

Owner Of Land: John M Travers 

Land description  & Area: Lot  14 on RP800276  (2.209 ha lot area)   

Zone / Precinct :  Rural Zone  

Overlay: Flood Hazard Overlay 

Proposal:  Material Change of Use – Additional Dwelling 

Proposal Assessment category:  Code Assessment 

Properly made date:  10 July 2018 

 
PROPOSAL 
The proposal seeks to develop part of the land at the property located at 12541 Paltridge Road, St George 
with an additional dwelling. Specifically, the dwelling is to be located adjacent to the existing residence which 
is sited centrally on the property, having a frontage to the Balonne River (see Figure 1 and Attachment 1 for 
development location within lot). The proposed development includes provision of a detached dwelling. The 
dwelling layout contains two bedrooms, living room, kitchen, dining, alfresco, bathroom, laundry and toilet. 
Adjacent to the dwelling will be a carport accommodating a single vehicle. 
 
The required MCU development application is identified as self-assessable under the tables of assessment for 
the Rural Zone. However, given noncompliance with Acceptable Solution 6.1 Density, the additional dwelling 
becomes code assessable under Council’s approved planning scheme.  
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As previously stated, the development is to be located adjacent to the existing dwelling on the property. 
Therefore, vehicle entry to the site will continue to be via the driveway which has existing access off Paltridge 
Road. Importantly, given the location of the dwelling is to be in close proximity to the Balonne River, the 
current Balonne Shire Planning Scheme stipulates that flooding inundation can occur on areas of the property. 
Relative measures have been taken into the siting of the residence so that it is located outside the flood 
mapping area therefore ensuring flood hazard risk is minimised.  
 
Figure 1 – Locality Plan of proposed development site within 12541 Paltridge Road, St George -  
Lot 14 RP800276 

 
 
ASSESSMENT 
The application is subject to Code Assessment and therefore requires assessment against the applicable 
State Planning Policy (SPP) and applicable codes to which the application relates within the Balonne Shire 
Planning Scheme. The following is an assessment of the proposal’s compliance with the SPP and Rural Zone 
Code of the current scheme. 
 
State Planning Policy 
The State Planning Policy (SPP) – July 2017 presents State interests in five themes, of which one can be 
applied to this application: State Interest – planning for safety and resilience to hazards. Provided below is an 
assessment against the relative assessment benchmarks of the state interest that has been identified as 
applicable to this development.  
 

 Planning for safety and resilience to hazards  
The site is identified within the Balonne Shire Council Planning Scheme 2006 as being subject to the 
Flood Hazard Overlay. The Flood Hazard Overlay Code contained in the scheme appropriately 
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integrates the assessment benchmarks for planning for safety and resilience to hazards contained in 
the SPP which must be considered.  

 
 
 
 
Balonne Shire Council Planning Scheme 2006 
 
Rural Zone Code 
The location of the dwelling is to be adjacent to the existing residence, separated by 12 metres, and therefore 
will not change or cause disruption the predominant character of the property and surrounding area. The 
location of the dwelling will not fragment the rural land and activity conducted on it and is not considered to be 
an incompatible land use given that a dwelling already exists in this location. The additional dwelling is not 
considered to create any impact on the natural environment being that it is a ‘sensitive use’. 
 
Additionally, no clearing of native vegetation is proposed and the dwelling has been designed to consider 
natural events i.e. flooding to ensure risk to persons and property is minimised. With respect to Infrastructure, 
It has been confirmed that water, electricity and sewerage can be provided onsite and will be ensured by way 
of conditions on any permit that issues and existing road access onto and within the property will continue to 
be utilised.  
 
The proposed development is considered to be consistent with the Overall Outcomes sought for development 
in the Rural Zone. 
 
The proposed development is also considered to comply with the applicable requirements of the Rural Zone 
Code. The following assessment outlines the proposal’s compliance with the Rural Zone Code in the instances 
where performance criteria are considered appropriate. 
 
A. For all of the Rural Zone  

 
Performance Criterion 1 – Electricity  
Premises are provided with a supply of electricity adequate for the activity. 
 
Provision of electricity can be provided to the property. Importantly noted, the site has existing connection to 
electricity which provides services to the existing dwelling house adjacent.  
 
Performance Criterion 2 – Water Supply 
Premises are provided with an adequate volume and supply of water for the activity. 
 
The applicant has confirmed that existing stock and domestic water supply is present given the Balonne River 
frontage. To ensure that water can be provided to the additional dwelling, conditions will be imposed on any 
permit that issues requiring that a rainwater tank connected to the premises with a minimum capacity of 45 000 
litres be provided onsite and must comply with the National Health and Medical Research Council: Australian 
Drinking Water Guidelines. Furthermore, the applicant will be required to conduct water testing twice a year to 
monitor compliance with these guidelines.   
 
In addition to the abovementioned condition requiring rainwater tank/s be provided onsite and testing, an 
onsite storage of 20 000 litres of water for firefighting purposes will be also be conditioned to accord with 
Acceptable Solution 2.3.  
 
Performance Criterion 5 – Vehicle Access  



 

 

CES2 
 

Page 126 of 426 16 August 2018 

 

Vehicle access is provided to a standard appropriate for the use. 
 
Given the location of the proposed residence, being adjacent to the existing dwelling, existing access to the 
site will be maintained and continue to be utilised. The existing access to the property is from Paltridge Road. 
The size of the additional dwelling is intended to only accommodate a maximum of two persons and therefore 
if it considered that the existing property access will provide appropriate vehicle access adequate to sustain 
the uses onsite.  
 
Performance Criterion 6 – Density  
The density of residential activities does not impact adversely on the residential and rural amenity of the area.  
 
While the property has an existing dwelling onsite, and therefore the density from the second dwelling will be 
increased to more than one, it is considered that the residential activities will not impact adversely on the 
dominant existing character of the area. In the instance of Paltridge Road small allotments are present 
whereby primary land uses are residential rather than rural. There is no direct interface of the property with 
rural activities and appropriate natural buffers (vegetation and watercourse) will continue to allow residential 
and rural activities occur without disruption. 
 
Additionally, the location of the dwelling is adjacent to the existing house (situated centrally on the property). 
Therefore, the cluster of residential activities will ensure that the existing agricultural land and rural amenity of 
the area is not fragmented.  
 
Performance Criterion 7 – Parking and Manoeuvring 
Vehicle parking and service vehicle provision is adequate for the use whilst ensuring both safe and functional 
operation for motorists and pedestrians.  
 
As stated previously, vehicle parking is to be located adjacent to the proposed dwelling via a single carport. 
Schedule 2 of the Balonne Shire Council Planning Scheme stipulates minimum car parking statutory 
requirements for Dwelling House as “1 space”. The development complies with the requirement and is 
therefore adequate for the use. Given the existing separation of the site boundary from Paltridge Road, it is 
considered safe and functional operation of the road will be maintained and sightlines from the property 
accessing the road will not be interrupted. In addition the application was referred to Council’s Infrastructure 
Department who stated no concerns with the development.    
 
Performance Criterion 8 – Roads 
All weather access road is provided between the premises and the existing road network. 
 
No new internal roads on the property are proposed. It is considered that existing onsite access is sufficient for 
the additional dwelling and provides all weather access to the development.  
 
Performance Criterion 11 – Noise Sensitive Development 
Noise sensitive developments (residential, educational and community) must ensure that road traffic noise 
levels are appropriately managed to achieve acceptable levels of amenity. 
 
The proposed additional dwelling will not create a large increase in vehicle movements on and off the property 
given persons density and associated vehicle movements will only be increase by one. It is considered that the 
existing road traffic noise levels along Paltridge road will be maintained.  
 
Performance Criterion 20 – Watercourses  
Development ensures the maintenance of riparian areas and water quality including protection from off-site 
transfer of sediment 
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While the additional dwelling site is to be located adjacent to the Balonne River, a minimum setback from the 
high bank of the river of approximately 90 metres is to be achieved (in line with the existing dwelling setback). 
Furthermore, it is anticipated that the areas between the additional dwelling and the river will continue to be 
covered with vegetation, including grasses.  
 
Performance Criterion 27 – Separation of Incompatible Land Uses  
Separation distances are provided to ensure: 
(a) the future of surrounding uses; 
(b) infrastructure items are protected from incompatible development; 
(c) an appropriate standard of amenity and public safety; and  
(d) conflict arising from incompatible uses is minimised. 
 
Similar separation distances to the existing dwelling from agricultural activities will be maintained for the 
additional dwelling. Existing vegetation will continue to surround the residences. With respect to surrounding 
properties the following direct interfaces exist; 
 
North: 12563 Paltridge Road (Primary Use = Residential) 
South: 12517 Paltridge Road (Primary Use = Residential) 
East: Paltridge Road (Road Reserve) 
West: Balonne River  
 
Given both the Balonne River and Paltridge Road form two interfaces with the site, they can be regarded as 
buffers, separating the residence from agricultural land uses occurring on the other side of the Balonne River 
and also the Carnarvon Highway. Additionally, primary uses on neighbouring properties (12517 & 12563 
Paltridge Road) are residential given the size of lots therefore it is not envisioned the use will change the 
existing character of the immediate area. Based on the immediate surrounding primary uses and natural 
buffers, it is considered that conflict from incompatible uses is minimal and not increased by the additional 
dwelling.   
 
C. Specific Land Uses – D. Dwelling House 
 
Performance Criterion 49 – Height  
The height of residential buildings is compatible with and complementary to the character of the urban 
environment.  
 
The proposed additional dwelling is consistent with the height of the existing single storey house onsite and 
will not exceed 8.5 metres from natural ground level. Importantly, given the dwelling is to be single storey in 
nature, the plans indicate a maximum building height of approximately 4 metres above natural ground.   
 
Performance Criterion 50 – Site Coverage and Setbacks  
(a) Residential building design and siting maintains the character of the locality in terms of building bulk. 
(b) Residential buildings are located to ensure the local amenity and streetscape are protected and enhanced.  
 
Given the size of the lot, amounting to 2.209 hectares, the addition of a 188.99 square metre dwelling and 
carport is not considered to encroach on the maximum site coverage stipulated (50%). Accordingly, given the 
size of the lot, the setbacks from all boundaries are also well within the requirement contained at Acceptable 
Solution AS50.2 and AS50.3.  
  
Flood Hazard Overlay  
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While the proposed additional dwelling is to be located on a site identified as partially affected by the Flood 
Hazard Overlay Mapping, it is considered that appropriate measures have been taken to ensure risk to 
property and life is minimised. The proposed siting of the dwelling aligns with the existing built form on the 
property in an area not identified as subject to potential inundation in a Flood Event. Accordingly, the 
placement of the dwelling, allows sufficient setback from the Balonne River so as not to obstruct any natural 
flood paths or increase the severity of the flood hazard to the site or surrounding properties. 
 
To ensure the dwelling accords with the Flood Hazard Overlay requirements contained within the Balonne 
Shire Council Planning Scheme 2006, a note will be included advising that should the siting of the additional 
dwelling be within an identified area of flooding revised plans will need to be submitted to Council reflecting 
minimum habitable finished floor level requirements.  
 
Given the location of the second dwelling outside the identified Flood Hazard Mapping on the property, an 
assessment against the Flood Hazard Overlay Code is not required.  
 
State Assessment – Referral Agencies  
The application did not trigger referral to any external referral agencies. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Function Key Program Area 

Infrastructure and Planning Sustainable planning and development 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Director of Infrastructure Services – Mr Ross Drabble 
Environmental Health Officer – Ms Di Francisco  
Town Planner, Maranoa Regional Council – Christopher Tickner 

Legal Implications 

The Planning Act 2016 and Council’s planning scheme apply. 

Policy Implications 

Council’s planning policies apply. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Nil 
 

Attachments 

1. Attachment 1 - MCU 163 Development Application Documents.pdf ⇩  
2. Attachment 2 - Third Party Review Response.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

A perceived conflict of interest was confirmed by external advice given the Planning and Development Officer 
holds distant connections to the landowner/applicant (fiancés father’s uncle’s son-in-law). Accordingly, the 
assessment report and recommendations presented have been reviewed by Christopher Tickner, Town 
Planner at Maranoa Regional Council to ensure no bias to the grounds of decision.   
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That:            
1. Council receives this report. 

 
2. Council approves the development application for MCU 163 - Development Application for Material 

Change of Use - Second Dwelling - 12541 Paltridge Road, St George described as Lot 14 on 
RP800276 subject to the permit conditions listed below; 

 
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT CONDITIONS   

 

Approved Plans and Supporting Documentation 
 
1. The development must be carried out generally in accordance with the Balonne Shire Council 

stamped/approved plan(s) and supporting documentation referenced in the table below which 
forms part of this approval, unless otherwise specified by any condition of this approval.  

 

Plan/Document name Date 

Site Plan 05.07.2018 

Floor Plan 23.06.2018 

Elevations 1 23.06.2018 

Elevations 2 23.06.2018 

Perspectives  23.06.2018 

 
         Approved Development 
 

2. The approved development is for a Material Change of Use MCU 163 for Second Dwelling on 
land described as Lot 14 on RP800276 situated at 12541 Paltridge Road, St George. 
 

3. All conditions of the approval shall be complied with before the change occurs (prior to the 
commencement of use) and while the use continues, unless otherwise noted within the 
conditions. 
 

4. All costs associated with compliance with these conditions shall be the responsibility of the 
developer unless otherwise noted.  

 
Waste Management 

 
5. All waste generated from construction of the premises must be effectively controlled on-site 

before disposal. All waste must be disposed of in accordance with the Environmental Protection 
(Waste Management) Regulation 2000.  
 

6. All waste generated on-site must be managed in accordance with the waste management 
hierarchy as detailed in the Waste Reduction & Recycling Act 2011. 

 
Environmental  - Stormwater – Drainage 

 
7. Stormwater shall be collected and discharged in accordance with Schedule 6: “Standards for 

Stormwater Drainage” of the Balonne Shire Planning Scheme.  
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8. There must be no increase in any silt loads or contaminants in any overland flow from the 

property during the development process and after development has been completed.  
 

9. If erosion or silt or other materials may be washed off the property being developed during 
development, the developer must document and implement a management plan that prevents 
this from occurring. 
 

10. The stormwater disposal system must be designed to include appropriate pollution control 
devices or methods to ensure no contamination or silting of creeks or other waterways.  

 
Services  

 
11. Provide an on-site sewerage disposal system to the standards described in Schedule 5: 

“Standards for Sewerage Supply” in the Balonne Shire Planning Scheme.  
 
Water Supply  
 

12. The premises must have an onsite storage of 20 000 litres of water for firefighting purposes. 
 

13. Rainwater tank/s connected to the premises with a minimum capacity of 45,000 litres must be 
provided onsite and comply with the National Health and Medical Research Council: Australian 
Drinking Water Guidelines. All appropriate paperwork relating to the supply of drinking water to 
the site is to be retained for inspection by Council. All water supplied from off-site must be by a 
registered water carrier, holding a current Food Licence. 
 
Water testing must be carried out to monitor compliance with the National Health & Medical 
Research Council:   Australian Drinking Water Guidelines. The results from this testing must be 
submitted to Council and a record must be kept by the applicant. 
 
Should water testing for E.coli return positive the owner must disinfect the rainwater as per the 
Guidance on Use of Rainwater Tanks by EnHealth.  
 
Disinfectant Rate: Regular disinfection should not be necessary. If you suspect the water in the 
tank is contaminated, you can chlorinate rainwater by adding 40ml of liquid sodium hypochlorite 
or 7g of granular calcium hypochlorite per 1000 L of water (approx. 5mg/L chlorine).  
 
Access 
 

14. The landowner shall be responsible for the maintenance of vehicle crossovers from the road 
carriageway to the property boundary.   Should any damage be caused at the approved access 
location, it is the landowner’s responsibility to ensure this is reinstated.  Any repair works are to 
be undertaken in consultation with Council and at the landowner’s expense. 
 

NOTES: 

 Nothing in this permit hereby issued approves the clearing of native vegetation.  
 

 This permit does not constitute any authority to carry out any building work, operational work or a 
different use to what is currently established and permitted under this approval unless all relevant permits 
are obtained.  
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 This development approval does not authorise any activity that may harm Aboriginal cultural heritage. 
Under the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Act 2003 you have a duty of care in relation to such heritage. 
Section 23(1) provides that ‘A person who carries out an activity must take all reasonable and practicable 
measures to ensure the activity does not harm Aboriginal cultural heritage. It may therefore be prudent 
for you to carry out searches, consultation, or a cultural heritage assessment to ascertain in the presence 
or otherwise of Aboriginal cultural heritage. Further information on cultural heritage responsibilities of 
developers can be obtained from the Department of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships.  

 

 General environmental duty under the Environmental Protection Act 1994 prohibits unlawful 
environmental nuisance caused by (including but not limited to) noise, aerosols, particles, dust, ash, 
fumes, light, odour or smoke beyond the boundaries of the development site during all stages of the 
development including earthworks, construction and operation. 

 

 The proposed dwelling (including the storage of materials and equipment associated with the 
construction of the dwelling) is to be located outside of the “Flood Hazard Area for the purposes of 
Section 13 of the Building Regulation 2006” identified on Map B3B Minimum Habitable Finished Floor 
Levels – St George in the Planning Scheme. Should any part of the proposed dwelling encroach within 
these areas you will be required to resubmit revised plans showing the finished floor level above the 
defined flood level.  

 
 

Mark Stanton 
Acting Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: 
MCU 162 - Development Application for Material Change of Use - Community 
Use (Heritage Centre) - 8-12 Lindores Street, St George described as Lot 182 on 
BLM1186 

DATE: 08.08.18  

AGENDA REF: CES3 

AUTHOR: Fiona Macleod - Planning & Development Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

Council has received a development application from the applicant, St George Heritage Centre for a Material 
Change of Use proposing a Community Use on the property located at 8-12 Lindores Street, St George 
described as Lot 182 on BLM1186. 
 

Background 

Applicant: St George Heritage Centre - Robyn Fuhrmeister 

Owner Of Land: The State of Queensland (Represented by Department of Natural Resources, 
Mines and Energy) 

Land description  & Area: Lot 182 on BLM1186 (2669 square metres lot area)   

Zone / Precinct :  Town Zone – Industrial Precinct 

Overlay: Nil 

Proposal:  Material Change of Use – Community Use (Heritage Centre) 
Proposal Assessment category:  Code Assessment 

Properly made date:  12 July 2018 

PROPOSAL 
The proposal is for a ‘community use’ St George Heritage Centre to be located on the vacant parcel of land 
located at 8-12 Lindores Street, St George. Specifically, the St George Heritage Centre comprises of one (1) 
building and is to be located in the south western setback, fronting Lindores Street (see Figure 1 and 
Attachment 1 for development location within lot). The proposal includes provision of the St George Heritage 
Centre Building, Shed and Storage for restored tractors, circular internal driveway with central shade cover 
and designated parking for visitors. All built form will be single storey height and will not exceed the heights of 
existing buildings located along Lindores Street. 
 
The site is surrounded by a mix of land uses. The siting of the St George Heritage Centre has been located to 
the front of the site with exceeded setbacks from all property boundaries and therefore it is considered that 
impacts to surrounding land uses will be largely unchanged from existing conditions in terms of built form. 
Specifically, directly abutting properties and current uses are noted as follows; 

 North West – Lindores Street (Local Government Road) 

 South West – 19-121 Grey Street – Disused Motor Vehicle Workshop and Tyre Service (currently in 
investigation for new business to operate) 
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 North East – 104-106 Arthur Street (Vacant Land) 

 South East - 123-127 Grey Street (Industrial Shed and Caretakers Residence) 
 
With respect to vehicle access for the site, the property is vacant and has no formalised crossover access. 
Accordingly it is proposed that access to the property be off Lindores Street with the crossover to be located 
centrally along the road frontage property boundary. A designated onsite car parking area is proposed for both 
visitors and staff for the St George Heritage Centre.  
 
The required MCU development application is considered to fall within a ‘Community Use’ and is therefore 
identified as code assessable under the tables of assessment for the Town Zone – Industrial Precinct.  
 
Figure 1 – Locality Plan of proposed development site within 8-12 Lindores Street, St George -  Lot 
182 on BLM1186 

 
 
ASSESSMENT 
 
The application is subject to Code Assessment and therefore requires assessment against the applicable 
State Planning Policy (SPP) and applicable codes to which the application relates within the Balonne Shire 
Planning Scheme. The following is an assessment of the proposal’s compliance with the SPP and Town Zone 
Code of the current scheme. 
 
State Planning Policy 
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The State Planning Policy (SPP) – July 2017 presents State interests in five themes, of which one can be 
applied to this application: State Interest – planning for economic growth. Provided below is an assessment 
against the relative assessment benchmarks of the state interest that has been identified as applicable to this 
development.  
 

 Planning for economic growth 
The land use proposed ‘community use’ St George Heritage Centre is an important asset for tourism 
within the Balonne Shire. The use protects and enhances the history of the area and will provide 
positive social and economic offsets for the community. It is considered therefore that this land use 
accords with State Planning Policy. 

 
Balonne Shire Council Planning Scheme 2006 
 
Town Zone Code 
The proposed St George Heritage Centre is located within the St George township and will contribute to the 
provision of community and tourism activities. Importantly, the use is not considered to cause conflict with 
existing uses of the area nor will it require Council infrastructure services to operate. Any potential adverse 
impacts from the community use to other existing surrounding uses will be minimised through conditions 
imposed restricting hours and noise on any development permit granted. 
 
The development will not adversely impact on water or air quality or adversely impact on the amenity of the 
surrounding land given the nature of operation, being low impact. Additionally, the location of the community 
use will not disrupt the predominant character of the Industrial Precinct being located to the end of a no 
through road and also other community uses located along Lindores Street – namely the St George Men’s 
Shed. The proposed development is considered to be consistent with the Overall Outcomes sought for 
development in the Town Zone Code. 
 
The proposed development is also considered to comply with the applicable requirements of the Town Zone 
Code and the following outlines of the proposal’s compliance with the Town Zone Code in the instances where 
performance solutions are considered appropriate. 
 
A. For all of the Town Zone  
 
Performance Criterion 1 – Electricity 
Premises are provided with a supply of electricity adequate for the activity.  
 
The Heritage Centre has not indicated whether the site has existing supply of electricity. It is considered that 
supply can be readily made available given the location within the town zone area. Regardless, given the land 
is vacant and to ensure electricity can be provided to the property it is recommended that a condition is 
included requiring that prior to the commencement of the use, a pre provisioning certificate is provided to 
Council from the energy provider stating that electricity supply network connections can be made available to 
the property. 
 
Performance Criterion 2 – Water Supply  
Premises are provided with an adequate volume and supply of water for the activity.  
 
While the property is located within the town area, there is no reticulated water system line along Lindores 
Street. Accordingly, to ensure adequate provision of water to the premises a condition of approval will include 
that rainwater tanks connected to the premises with a minimum capacity of 45 000 litres are provided.  
 
Performance Criterion 5 – Vehicle Access  
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Vehicle access is provided to a standard appropriate for the use. 
 
The property currently does not have formal access to Lindores Street. Accordingly, the development 
proposes a new access point located centrally on the frontage to the Lindores Street Road Reserve. To 
ensure that the crossover is constructed in accordance with Council requirements conditions are proposed to 
be included that vehicle access, manoeuvring and parking shall be constructed and maintained in accordance 
with Schedule 2: “Standards for Roads, Car Parking, Access and Manoeuvring Areas” of the Balonne Shire 
Planning Scheme and that the crossover will also be required to be constructed in accordance with the 
Balonne Shire Council Private Property Entrance Policy – Commercial Turnout. Further to the above, the 
application was referred to Council’s Infrastructure Department who stated no requirements for the new access 
point.  
 
Performance Criterion 7 – Parking and Manoeuvring  
Vehicle parking and service vehicle provision is adequate for the use whilst ensuring both safe and functional 
operation for motorists and pedestrians.  
 
Schedule 2 of Balonne Shire Council Planning Scheme 2006 does not stipulate a statutory minimum car 
parking requirement for a ‘Community’ use. Accordingly, it is at the discretion of Council as to the number of 
car parking spaces required. The applicant’s proposal provides for a minimum 2 car parking spaces onsite. It is 
considered this can be justified given ample street parking along Lindores Street. On this basis it is considered 
that the supply of both onsite and street car parking spaces is adequate for the proposed use. 
 
Performance Criterion 11 – Noise Sensitive Development 
Noise sensitive developments (residential, educational and community) must ensure that road traffic noise 
levels are appropriately managed to achieve acceptable levels of amenity.  
 
The proposed community use is not considered to have unreasonable traffic movements that will cause noise 
levels to impact on surrounding land uses. Importantly, vehicles visiting the premises are likely to be private 
and light vehicles. 
 
In addition, road traffic noise generated from the site will be restricted given a condition restricting the hours of 
operation of the premises will be included on any permit that issues.  
 
Performance Criterion 22 – Air Emissions 
Air emissions from the premises do not cause environmental harm or nuisance to adjoining properties or 
sensitive land uses. 
 
The proposed development being for a community use (St George Heritage Centre) is not considered to 
create any air emissions or odour.   
 
Regardless of the above, a condition will be included on any permit that issues requiring that emissions comply 
with the Environmental Protection (Air) Policy 2008.  
 
Performance Criterion 23 – Noise Emissions 
Noise emissions from the premises do not cause environmental harm or nuisance to adjoining properties or 
sensitive land uses. 
 
It is considered given the nature and location of the use that noise emissions will not be unreasonable nor 
cause environmental harm or nuisance to the area.  
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Regardless, to ensure that the use does not unreasonably impact on the adjoining properties, a condition will 
be included on any permit that issues requiring that noise emissions do not cause environmental harm or 
nuisance to adjoining properties or “Sensitive Land Uses” in accordance with the Environmental Protection 
(Noise) Policy 2008 and hours of operation will also be limited.  
 
F. For the Industrial Precinct  
 
Performance Criterion 46 – Vehicular Traffic 
Vehicle movements connected with uses in the industrial area ensure that the amenity on the adjacent 
residential area is not adversely affected.  
 
Vehicle movements are not considered to be of high impact given the anticipated visitors to the premises will 
be in private and light vehicles. Given the site is located within the industrial precinct, surrounded by industrial 
zoned land no residential zoned land is to be affected. Importantly, the site is located towards the edge of the 
town zone therefore it is anticipated that most vehicular traffic i.e. will approach the site from the south-east on 
the Carnarvon Highway.  
 
Performance Criterion 47 – Landscaping  
Landscaping on the site: 
a) Contributes positively to the built form and the street; and 
b) Reduces the impact on the size and scale of the buildings.  
c) Does not interfere with electricity infrastructure items 
d) Constructed so as not to block visibility at intersections on the state-controlled road network.  
 
Current landscaping on the subject site is scattered established trees and shrubs which are to largely remain. 
The existing vegetation onsite does not interfere with electricity infrastructure items and is not considered to 
block or interfere with the visibility of the Lindores Street road network. To ensure that appropriate landscaping 
occurs around the parameter of the site and will act as a buffer from other uses within the Industrial Precinct a 
condition of approval will be included that landscaping is provided with a minimum width of 2 metres along site 
boundaries and vegetation is to have a mature height of at least 3 metres within 5 years of planting. 
 
For Non Industrial Activities located in the Industrial Precinct 
 
Performance Criterion 51 – Location 
Non Industrial Activities are located so as: 
a) Not to impact adversely on the function, operation and character of the industrial precinct; and 
b) Not to prejudice the consolidation of like non-industrial activities in other more appropriate areas. 

 
The proposed ‘community use’ development is not considered to adversely impact on the function, operation 
and character of the Industrial Precinct. Specifically, Lindores Street has limited uses on it given it is a small 
street which is a no through road. Additionally, the St George Men’s Shed (another community use) already 
exists along this street. It is considered that the operation of the St George Heritage Centre is low impact with 
traffic movements being predominantly private light vehicles visiting the premises and existing conditions to 
other uses in the area will remain largely unaffected by this use.  
 
It is noted that the siting of the proposed structure is setback off all boundaries therefore further separating the 
use from surrounding properties.  
 
It is not anticipated that the development will create any impact to the existing landscape values of the town. 
Limited vegetation is to be removed to accommodate the proposed building and replacement landscaping 
around the perimeter of the property is proposed to form a condition of any approval issued.  
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I. Specific Land Uses – B. Community Use  
 
Performance Criterion 69 – Scale  
Development is of an appropriate scale for the locality so as to ensure that local amenity is protected.  
 
As previously stated, the St George Heritage Centre buildings are to be single storey in height and are to be 
setback from all common boundaries, with no sensitive land uses directly sited opposite the property. The 
height of the extension generally aligns with the surrounding properties character of built form. Furthermore, 
the total site coverage is well below the maximum amount in the Industrial Precinct and is similar to other 
properties site coverage along Lindores Street. Given the limited height and site coverage, it is therefore 
considered that the development will not impose any unreasonable amenity to the local area. 
 
Performance Criterion 72 – Operating Hours  
Development is operated in such a manner that ensures that the local amenity is protected. 
 
The proposed use does not indicate any hours of operation on the application. Accordingly, to ensure 
reasonable operation and minimum impact to the surrounding areas, a condition will be included on any 
approval issued restricting the hours of operation to between 8am to 5pm, Monday to Saturday inclusive. The 
hours of operation are considered to be well within ‘working hours’ and it is anticipated that surrounding uses 
will not be impacted on beyond current conditions.  
 
Performance Criterion 73 – Landscaping  
Landscaping is provided on-site to: 
a) Contribute to a pleasant and functional built form; and 
b) Contribute to the visual qualities of the locality; and  
c) Not interfere with electricity infrastructure items. 
d) Constructed so as not to block visibility at intersections on the state-controlled road network. 
 
The plans do not include for any new landscaping onsite. Importantly, the site currently has adequate 
vegetation on it which some is to remain and some removed. As stated previously, it is recommended 
however, to ensure appropriate landscaping occurs, that a condition is included requiring that landscaping is 
provided with a minimum width of 2 metres along site boundaries and vegetation is to have a mature height of 
at least 3 metres within 5 years of planting. 
 
Contaminated Land Matters  
The site is identified on Department of Environment and Science (DES) Contaminated Land Register (CLR). 
However, pursuant to Schedule 10, Part 4, Division 1, Section 6 of the Planning Regulation 2017, given the 
nature of the use and as confirmed by Department of State Development, Manufacturing, Infrastructure and 
Planning (DSDMIP) the proposal is not assessable development therefore does not trigger state referral or 
assessment.  
 
Additionally, Councils Environmental Health Officer – Dianne Francisco reviewed the proposed use against the 
nominated site and raised no concerns subject to the following conditions to be included on any approval 
issued; 
 

1. Any works associated with the use must at all times ensure water is readily available for areas of 
exposed soil to mitigate against contaminated land dust. 
 

2. A site based management plan must be readily made available to Council which identifies any risk on 
the contaminated land site and the appropriate action to address the risk. 



 

 

CES3 
 

Page 173 of 426 16 August 2018 

 

 
Furthermore, it is recommended the following advice is identified to the applicant on any permit that issues; 
 

 The site is identified as contaminated land. Accordingly, it is recommended ground disturbance is limited 
to ensure public risk is minimised.   

 
State Assessment – Referral Agencies  
The application did not trigger referral to any external referral agencies. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Function Key Program Area 

Infrastructure and Planning Sustainable planning and development 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Director of Infrastructure Services – Mr Ross Drabble 
Environmental Health Officer – Ms Di Francisco  

Legal Implications 

The Planning Act 2016 and Council’s planning scheme apply. 

Policy Implications 

Council’s planning policies apply. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Nil 
 

Attachments 

1. Attachment 1 - MCU 162 Development Application Documents.pdf ⇩  
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Recommendation/s 

That:            
1. Council receives this report. 

 
2. Council approves the development application for MCU 162 - Development Application for 

Material Change of Use - Community Use (Heritage Centre) - 8-12 Lindores Street, St George 
described as Lot 182 on BLM1186 subject to the permit conditions listed below; 

 
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT CONDITIONS   

 

Approved Plans and Supporting Documentation 
 
3. The development must be carried out generally in accordance with the Balonne Shire Council 

stamped/approved plan(s) and supporting documentation referenced in the table below which 
forms part of this approval, unless otherwise specified by any condition of this approval.  

 

Plan/Document 
number 

Plan/Document 
name 

Date 

_____ Site Plan Layout April 2018 

 
         Approved Development 
 

4. The approved development is for MCU 162 Application for Material Change of Use – 
Community Use (Heritage Centre) – 8-12 Lindores Street, St George described as Lot 182 on 
BLM1186 as shown on the approved plans. 
 

5. All conditions of the approval shall be complied with before the change occurs (prior to the 
commencement of the use) and while the use continues, unless otherwise noted within the 
conditions.  
 

6. All costs associated with compliance with these conditions shall be the responsibility of the 
developer unless otherwise noted.  
 
Provision of Services 
 

7. Prior to the commencement of the use, certificate(s) must be obtained from a provider agency 
and presented to Council stating that electricity supply network connections can be made to 8-
12 Lindores Street, St George described as Lot 182 on BLM1186 and that adequate electricity 
supplies are available or can be made available. 
 

8. Provide an on-site sewerage disposal system to the standards described in Schedule 5: 
“Standards for Sewerage Supply” in the Balonne Shire Planning Scheme.  

 
Hours of Operation 

 
9. Unless otherwise approved by Council, the activities associated with the community (Heritage 

Centre) use must only be conducted between the hours of 8am to 5pm, Monday to Saturday 
inclusive. 
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10. Construction hours for the development are restricted to 6.30am to 6.30pm Monday to Saturday 
inclusive. Construction activities are not permitted on Sunday’s and Public Holidays.  

 
Avoiding Nuisance 

 
11. No nuisance is to be caused to adjoining properties and occupiers by the way of noise, smoke, 

dust, rubbish, contaminant, stormwater discharge or siltation at any time, including non-working 
hours. 
 

12. Any lighting shall be directed or shielded so as to ensure that no glare directly affects nearby 
properties.  
 

13. The site shall be maintained in a clean and tidy manner, at all times. 
 

14. Air emissions from the development shall not cause environmental harm of nuisance to 
adjoining properties or “Sensitive Land Uses” in accordance with the Environmental Protection 
(Air) Policy 2008. 
 

15. Noise emissions from the development shall not cause environmental harm of nuisance to 
adjoining properties or “Sensitive Land Uses” in accordance with the Environmental Protection 
(Noise) Policy 2008. 

 
Waste Management 

 
16. All waste generated from construction of the premises must be effectively controlled onsite 

before disposal. All waste must be disposed of in accordance with the Environmental Protection 
(Waste Management) Regulation 2000.  
 

17. All waste generated on-site must be managed in accordance with the waste management 
hierarchy as detailed in the Waste Reduction & Recycling Act 2011.  

 
Environmental  - Stormwater – Drainage 

 
18. A minimum 45,000 litre rainwater tank must be installed and connected to the premises. 

 
19. Premises has on site storage of 20 000 litres of water for firefighting purposes. This supply must 

be separate from the rainwater tanks and must be maintained at this level at all times.  
 

20. Stormwater shall be collected and discharged in accordance with Schedule 6: “Standards for 
Stormwater Drainage” of the Balonne Shire Planning Scheme.  
 

21. Any increases in volume, concentration or velocity of stormwater from the property being 
developed must be channelled to lawful points of discharge or to other storage or dispersal 
arrangements which must all be agreed in writing by the Council.  

 
22. There must be no increase in any silt loads or contaminants in any overland flow from the 

property during the development process and after development has been completed.  
 

23. During construction and operation, soil erosion and sediment shall be managed in accordance 
with Schedule 7: “Standards for Construction Activity” of the Balonne Shire Planning Scheme. 
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Contaminated Land  
 

24. Any works associated with the use must at all times ensure water is readily available for areas 
of exposed soil to mitigate against contaminated land dust. 

 
25. A site based management plan must be readily made available to Council which identifies any 

risk on the contaminated land site and the appropriate action to address this risk. 
 
Onsite Parking & Manoeuvring 
 

26. Provide at least 2 on-site car parking spaces for employees, public and services vehicles.  
 

27. Vehicle access, manoeuvring and parking shall be constructed and maintained in accordance 
with Schedule 2: “Standards for Roads, Car Parking, Access and Manoeuvring Areas” of the 
Balonne Shire Planning Scheme.  
 

28. The access/crossover must be constructed in accordance with the Balonne Shire Council 
Private Property Entrance Policy – Commercial Turnout. 
 

29. The developer shall be responsible for construction of vehicle crossovers from the road 
carriageway to the property boundary and for obtaining any approvals that may be required, and 
for complying with the applicable designs and standards.  
 

30. The landowner shall be responsible for the maintenance of vehicle crossovers from the road 
carriageway to the property boundary.   Should any damage be caused at the approved access 
location, it is the landowner’s responsibility to ensure this is reinstated.  Any repair works are to 
be undertaken in consultation with Council and at the landowner’s expense. 
 

31. Ensure access to car parking spaces, vehicle loading and manoeuvring areas and driveways 
remain unobstructed and available for their intended purpose during hours of operation. 
 

32. Ensure loading and unloading operations are conducted wholly within the site and vehicles enter 
and exit the site in a forward direction.  
 
Landscaping 
 

33. Landscaping must be provided with a minimum width of 2 metres along the properties side and 
rear boundaries. Vegetation is to have a mature height of at least 3 metres within 5 years of 
planting, unless planted under electricity lines where the mature height must not exceed 3 
metres.  

NOTES: 
 

 Nothing in this permit hereby issued approves the clearing of native vegetation.  
 

 This permit does not constitute any authority to carry out any building work, operational work or a different 
use to what is currently established and permitted under this approval unless all relevant permits are 
obtained.  

 

 This development approval does not authorise any activity that may harm Aboriginal cultural heritage. 
Under the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Act 2003 you have a duty of care in relation to such heritage. 
Section 23(1) provides that ‘A person who carries out an activity must take all reasonable and practicable 
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measures to ensure the activity does not harm Aboriginal cultural heritage. It may therefore be prudent for 
you to carry out searches, consultation, or a cultural heritage assessment to ascertain in the presence or 
otherwise of Aboriginal cultural heritage. Further information on cultural heritage responsibilities of 
developers can be obtained from the Department of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships.  

 

 General environmental duty under the Environmental Protection Act 1994 prohibits unlawful environmental 
nuisance caused by (including but not limited to) noise, aerosols, particles, dust, ash, fumes, light, odour 
or smoke beyond the boundaries of the development site during all stages of the development including 
earthworks, construction and operation. 

 

 The site is identified on the Contaminated Land Register. Accordingly, it is recommended appropriate 
measures are taken to ensure ground disturbance is limited and any risks identified and appropriately 
mitigated.   

 
 

Mark Stanton 
Acting Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: 
Application for Permit to Occupy over area of land on the Balonne River 
previously known as Lot A on AP17278 

DATE: 26.07.18  

AGENDA REF: CES4 

AUTHOR: Fiona Macleod - Planning & Development Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

The purpose of this report is for Council to consider an application that has been lodged with the Department 
of Natural Resources, Mines and Energy (DNRME) for a Permit to Occupy over an area of land on the 
Balonne River previously known as Lot A on AP17278. 
 

Background 

On 26th July 2018 Council, as an advisory agency, received correspondence from Department of Natural 
Resources, Mines and Energy (DNRME) informing of an application for a permit to occupy on an identified 
parcel of land within Balonne Shire Council Area (see attachment 1). 
 
The land in question is located between Thungaby Road and the Balonne River. Specifically, the land for the 
nominated pump site previously known as Lot A on AP17278 (see attachment 2). The tenure of the land is 
Road Reserve.  
 
DNRME has requested a response from Balonne Shire Council in advising of any views or requirements, 
including any local non-indigenous cultural heritage values, that the department should consider when 
assessing the permit to occupy application.  
 
It is considered by the planning officer that the site listed in the application to be utilised for the purposes of a 
pump is consistent with the area and a frequent use found along the Balonne River to provide water supply. 
Given the low impact nature of the use of the permit to occupy it is considered that it will not affect future 
strategic visions of the area nor create unreasonable impacts to the surrounding landscape.   
 
It is recommended however, that Council identify to DNRME that a condition be included on any permit to 
occupy stating that “the consent to occupy the state land in no way provides permissions for structures to be 
erected on the site or other uses beyond the use referenced in the application”. Should the applicant intend to 
do any of the above, consultation must take place with Balonne Shire Council to confirm if any further 
approvals will be required.  
 
Council’s Rural Services Officer sited the permit to occupy application and advised that while no concerns are 
raised in regards to the location of the pump site, it is requested that a note of advice be included stating that 
the location is within the ‘Primary Stock Route’. Accordingly, infrastructure being provided for the pump site be 
located under the road reserve to avoid disruption of the Stock Route Network.  
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Consultation also occurred with Council’s Environmental Health Officer and Director of Infrastructure Services 
who both stated no objection to the proposal.  

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Infrastructure and Planning Sustainable planning and development 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Rural Services – Karl Hempstead 
Director of Infrastructure Services – Ross Drabble  
Environmental Health Officer – Dianne Francisco 

Legal Implications 

Yes 

Policy Implications 

Nil 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Nil 
 

Attachments 

1. Attachment 1 - DNRME Correspondence Permit to Occupy over Lot A on AP17278.pdf ⇩  
2. Attachment 2 - Location of Permit to Occupy on Lot A on AP17278.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

That: 
 

1. Council does not object to the application to Department of Natural Resources, Mines and Energy 
(DNRME) for a Permit to Occupy over the subject area previously known as Lot A on AP17278. 
 

2. Council advise that consent of the Permit to Occupy the land in no way provides permissions for 
structures to be erected on the site or further uses to occur beyond currently established/proposed. 
Further approvals may be required for the both the use and any associated structures on the site. 
 

3. Council advise that this section of Thungby Road is designated ‘Primary Stock Route’ with the 
proposed pump site located on Bindle Camping and Water Reserve. Accordingly, it is requested that 
measures are taken to place pipelines to the pump under the road reserve to avoid disruption of the 
Stock Route Network.  

 
 

Mark Stanton 
Acting Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Queensland Tidy Towns  

DATE: 02.08.18  

AGENDA REF: CES5 

AUTHOR: Mareea Lochel - Community & Business Development Officer  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Queensland Tidy Town registration is now open, with submissions closing on Friday, 31 August 2018. 
 

Background 

Tidy Towns is the flagship program of Keep Queensland Beautiful. This well-known program aims to recognise 
and reward work occurring in towns across Queensland.   
 
The Queensland Tidy Towns program provides formal recognition of the hard work that communities are 
already carrying out to foster long-term environmental and social health. 

 Boost community morale 

 Encourage positive social change 

 Promote local businesses, community groups, unique natural environment and cultural heritage 

 Encourage tourism 

 Enhance the reputation of the town as a great place to live 

 Receive supporting feedback from the judges 
 
The combined Queensland Tidy Towns ‘accreditation and awards’ program better reflects the comprehensive 
approach that has been a part of the Tidy Town ethos for many years. 
 
Accreditation provides all participating towns with a 1 to 5 star rating based on progress in key focus areas: 

 Environmental Innovation and Protection 

 Heritage and Culture 

 Community Spirit 

 Litter Action 

 Resource Recovery and Waste Management 

 Water Conservation, and 

 Energy Efficiency. 
 
There are nine leadership awards; Community Champions Award, Tidy School Award, Environmental Pioneer 
Award, Heritage and Culture Award, Litter Legends Award (Individual, Council or Community/Business 
initiative), Waste Warrior Award (Council or Business initiative), Water Conservation Award and Energy 
Innovation Award.  
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Registrations are now open, with submissions closing on Friday, 31 August 2018.  Announcement: 29 October 
2018. 
 
Definition of A ‘tidy town’ 
A ‘tidy town’ is a community that works together to achieve maximum results to enhance and protect the 
natural environment, build community spirit and, to implement sustainable practices and programs across nine 
key focus areas. (http://tidytowns.com.au/process/).   
 
It is recommended that Council nominate Dirranbandi for the 2018 Tidy Towns award.  The recent initiatives 
(both Council and Community driven) in Dirranbandi such as the Rail and River Precinct; Dirranbandi 
Community Sports Complex; Paul Kelly and Friends Concert; the Today Show visit and the success of 
Dirranbandi Show all align with the objectives of Queensland Tidy Towns program.   

Link to Corporate Plan 

Function Key Program Area 

Strong & Resilient Communities Community Lifestyle: To foster community pride and social 
interaction for all groups within our community with access to well 
serviced community hubs and facilities. 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Mr Matthew Magin, CEO 

Legal Implications 

Not applicable 

Policy Implications 

Not applicable 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Registration costs are based on following categories: 
 
Small town   $300 population under 1,000 
Medium town  $500 population 1,000 to 15,000 
Large  town  $700 population 15,000 to 75,000 
 
Due to feedback from Councils regarding the time consumed in completing the applications Keep Queensland 
Beautiful are offering a value add-on to the registrations this year.  For an additional $165.00 a judge will visit 
the nominated town.  The visiting assessor will write and collate the submission for Council.      
 
Last year Council nominated Thallon for the Tidy Town award.  The submission took approximately 15 (fifteen) 
hours to complete.  The approximate wages cost to Council to complete the application was $950.00 (inclusive 
of on costs).  The total estimated cost of the submission was: 
Submission research and preparation 15 hours  $ 950.00  
Small town registration fee      $ 300.00 
Total        $1,250.00. 
 
Council does not have an allocated budget for the registration cost.  Last year’s registration fee was paid 
through the Economic Development program and the wages paid through Community Development program. 

http://tidytowns.com.au/process/
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The program fosters long-term environmental and social health for the nominated community.  It is 
recommended that the registration fee be classified as donation to the nominate town and funded through the 
Community donation/assistance program. 
 
 

Attachments 

1. 2018 Tidy Towns pricing and registration ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

That Council: 
1. Nominate Dirranbandi to be registered in the 2018 Tidy Town program  
2. Pay a total registration fee of $315.00 from the Community donation/assistance program as follows: 

Registration fee    $150.00  
Judge’s visit fee   $165.00  
 

 

Mark Stanton 
Acting Director Community and Environmental Services  
 



 

 

CES5 - ATTACHMENT 1 
 

Page 220 of 426 16 August 2018 

 

 
  



 

 

CES5 - ATTACHMENT 1 
 

Page 221 of 426 16 August 2018 

 

 



 

 

CES6 
 

Page 222 of 426 16 August 2018 

 

 

OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Cunnamulla Fella Festival 2018 

DATE: 02.08.18  

AGENDA REF: CES6 

AUTHOR: Mareea Lochel - Community & Business Development Officer  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Balonne Shire Council has received an invitation to participate in this year’s “Mayors’ Challenge” at the Annual 
2018 Land Transport’s PBR Bull Ride.  The event will be held in Cunnamulla on Saturday 25 August 2018 as 
part of the Cunnamulla Fella Festival. 
 

Background 

The Cunnamulla Fella Festival is an annual event held by the Paroo Shire Council.  Balonne Shire Council has 
participated in the “Mayors’ Challenge” The Land Transport’s PBR bull ride for the last few years.   
 
“This exciting part of the Bull Ride is, ”Mayor against Mayor” with the winning Mayor being presented with a 
miniature of our famous Cunnamulla Fella statue as a trophy to be placed in their care for the duration of their 
winning year. This perpetual trophy will be passed on to the winner of each Mayors Challenge for the lifetime 
of the Cunnamulla Fella Festival. 
 
The challenge is held in the first round of the Land Transport’s PBR Bull Ride on Saturday night 25th August 
and consists of your nominated rider scoring the highest points, on some of the rankest bulls, to triumph over 
the other mayors who are game enough to step up and contest the Mayors Challenge for 2018.” 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Function Key Program Area 

Wise Planning & Design  Community Planning: To provide a framework to manage growth 
whilst encouraging a sense of community pride, belonging and well-
being.   

Consultation (internal/external) 

Cr Richard Marsh, Mayor Balonne Shire Council 
Matthew Magin, CEO 

Legal Implications 

N/A 
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Policy Implications 

N/A 

Financial and Resource Implications 

$150 nomination fee  
 

Attachments 

1. Mayors' Challenge Letter 2018 ⇩  
  

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council: 

1. Pays the $150.00 nomination fee to participate in the Land Transport’s PBR Bull Ride at the 
Cunnamulla Fella Festival on the 25 August 2018.   

2. Requests PBR to nominate a rider on its behalf.   
 

 
 

Mark Stanton 
Acting Director Community and Environmental Services  
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Sharing our Pastoral Heritage and Bush Culture 

 
        
 
Mayor of Balonne Shire 
Mr. R. Marsh  
 
24th August 2018 
  
Dear Mayor Marsh, 
 
CUNNAMULLA FELLA FESTIVAL 24

th
 – 26

th
 August 2018.  

LAND TRANSPORT PBR BULL RIDE – MAYORS’ CHALLENGE 
 
I invite you to participate in this year’s, “Mayors’ Challenge”, contested at the Annual 2018 Land 
Transport’s PBR Bull Ride to be held on Saturday 25th August as part of the Cunnamulla Fella 
Festival. 
 
This exciting part of the Bull Ride is, ”Mayor against Mayor” with the winning Mayor being 
presented with a miniature of our famous Cunnamulla Fella statue as a trophy to be placed in 
their care for the duration of their winning year. This perpetual trophy will be passed on to the 
winner of each Mayors Challenge for the lifetime of the Cunnamulla Fella Festival. 
 
The challenge is held in the first round of the Land Transport’s PBR Bull Ride on Saturday night 
25

th
 August and consists of your nominated rider scoring the highest points, on some of the 

rankest bulls, to triumph over the other mayors who are game enough to step up and contest the 
Mayors Challenge for 2018. 
 
The Cunnamulla Fella Festival is one of the Paroo Shire’s signature events and we invite you to 
come along and see your rider compete in person and enjoy the weekend. 
  
Paroo Shire Mayor, Lindsay Godfrey, says “it’s time for a change”…he wants to win and retain 
the allusive prestigious trophy, in our Shire Office until next year’s competition. So pick up the 
gauntlet and put your shire’s rider against Paroo’s rider and compete at Cunnamulla this year! 
 
Congratulations to Brewarrina Mayor, Phil O’Connor, on his victory last year. Mayor Godfrey is 
chaffing at the bit to win this year, as Paroo Shire has been unsuccessful since this competition 
started in 2008. 
 
To enter: 
Let me know if you would like to take part this year and I will get a tax invoice sent to your 
shire: A nomination fee of $150.00 must be paid to the Paroo Shire Council by Friday 17

th
 

August 2018, for the privilege of a bull rider to compete on your behalf at the land Transport 
PBR Bull Ride. You may select a Bull Rider from your shire who can nominate himself with PBR 
to ride on your behalf and if there is no rider competing from your shire, PBR can conduct a 
draw to select a rider on your behalf which can be arranged by contacting me. 
 
For any further information and assistance please do not hesitate to contact me on  
Ph: 0428 551 587. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
Liz Land 
Festival Coordinator 
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Cunnamulla Fella Festival Committee 

                       PO Box 75, Cunnamulla Qld 4490 
                                              Tel: (07) 4655 8470 Fax: (07) 4655 1120 

                                                                       Email: cunnamullafellafestival@paroo.qld.gov.au  
                                                                                www.cunnamullafellafestival.com.au 
                                                                                          https://www.facebook.com/cunnamullafellafestival/ 

mailto:cunnamullafellafestival@paroo.qld.gov.au
http://www.cunnamullafellafestival.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/cunnamullafellafestival/
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Community Drought Support Funding 2018 

DATE: 02.08.18  

AGENDA REF: CES7 

AUTHOR: Mareea Lochel - Community & Business Development Officer  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Distribution of 2018 Community Drought Support funding. 
 

Background 

Council has received $90,000 from the Department of Communities, Disability Services and Seniors for the 
Community Drought Support Package 2017-18.  To-date through this program Council has approved twenty-
one (21) applications totalling $63,405.69.  At the July 2018 general Council meeting, Council committed the 
surplus funds to Round 2 of the Community Drought support program. This round is to continue until all funds 
have been depleted.   
 
This month Council has received 3 (three) requests as follows: 
 
 

Organisation Event Name Purpose 
Amount 

requested 
$ 

Previously 
funded 

(year of 
funding 

& 
amount) 

1 QCWA Dirranbandi Spring Affair 

The day consists of local stall 
owners attending the QCWA 
grounds, providing an 
opportunity for local 
businesses to generate sales.  
Morning tea and lunch are 
available for community 
members.  This beneficial 
event aim is to improve social 
wellbeing.  The event attracts 
a multi-generational crowd. 

$500 

2016 

$1,500 
2017 

$1,950 

2 Thallon Progress Association 
Grazing at the 
Watering Hole 

“Grazing at the Watering 
Hole” is a celebration of our 
beautiful Shire. It will promote 
social wellbeing and 
connectedness by bringing 
the community together to 
share local produce set 
against the back drop of the 
spectacular silos mural. The 
evening showcases local 
producers including 

$5,000 

2016 

$2,000 
2017 

$2,500 
2018 

$2,000 
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Riversands Wines and 
produce from Seed and 
Sprout in an elegant setting 
which includes festoon 
lighting, beautiful table 
decorations featuring local 
wheat and cotton and music 
by local Jazz band “When 
Sonny getz Blue”. Various 
community organizations 
have pledged in kind support 
for the evening including 
providing tables, chairs, 
crockery, cutlery and cold 
rooms. The Thallon State 
School P&C will benefit from 
proceeds from the bar. 
Supporting local producers 
and bringing the community 
together for such a special 
event is particularly beneficial 
given the ongoing drought. 

3 St George Community Men’s Shed 
Upgrade of tools 
and equipment 

Financial assist requested to 
support the St George 
Community Men's Shed to 
purchase new tools and 
equipment to perform their 
work for the community more 
efficiently and safely.  The 
Men's Shed promotes social 
wellness with in our local 
community 

$2,500 N/A 

 
Total   $8,000  

 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Function Key Program Area 

Strong & Resilient Communities Community Lifestyle: To foster community pride and social 
interaction for all groups within our community with access to well 
serviced community hubs and facilities. 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Not applicable 

Legal Implications 

Department of Communities, Disability Services and Seniors – Community Drought Support Package 2017-18 
terms and conditions: “coordinate the distribution of funds to local community organisations in drought 
declared communities who will provide the delivery of a range of local community events and activities that 
contribute to connectedness, social well-being and increase access to support services” 

Policy Implications 

NIL 
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Financial and Resource Implications 

Through the Community Drought Support package Council has received $90,000 from the Department of 
Communities, Disability Services and Seniors to distribute funds to community organisation (as per the terms 
and conditions).  Council has approved twenty-one (21) applications in 2018, totalling $63,405.69. 
 
This report tables three (3) applications totalling $ 8,000 for Council’s consideration.   
 
Thallon Progress Association 
At the July 2018 General Council meeting Council approved Thallon Progress Association Community Drought 
Support application for their Christmas tree event to the amount of $2,000.00.  At the same meeting Council 
resolved not to support the Thallon Progress Association’s application for sponsorship (for the Grazing at the 
Watering Hole event) under the Community Donations and Assistance program and encouraged Thallon 
Progress Association to resubmit the application under the Community Drought Support program.    
 
Council has received an application from the Thallon Progress Association requesting $5,000.00 through the 
Community Drought Support program.   
 
St George Community Men’s Shed 
At the July 2018 General Council meeting Council recevied an application under the Community Donation and 
Assistance program from the St George Community Men’s Shed, Council resolved the following: 
 

“That Council refuse the application for tools and equipment upgrade and advise the St George Men’s 
Shred to re-submit their application under the Community Drought Support funding – Round 2”  

 
Council has received an application for the St George Community Men’s Shed requesting $2,500.00 through 
the Community Drought Support program. 
 
There are sufficient funds in the program to support all requests received 
 
Total Community Drought Support Package received  $90,000.00 
Less approved funding        $63,405.69 
Less pending requests        $  8,000.00 
Total remaining         $18,594.31 
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Attachments 

1. 2018 Community Drought Support - Thallon Progress Assoc  ⇩  
2. 2018 Community Drought Support application - QCWA Dirranbandi ⇩  
3. 2018 Community Drought Support application _ St George Community Mens Shed ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council approves the Community Drought support requests as follows: 
 

 
ORGANISATION EVENT NAME 

APPROVED 
FUNDING  

1 QCWA Dirranbandi Spring Affair $ 500.00 

2 Thallon Progress Association Grazing at the Watering Hole $ 5,000.00 

3 St George Community Men’s Shed Tools and equipment upgrade $ 2,500.00 

 
 

 

Mark Stanton 
Acting Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Request for use Thallon Recreation Grounds 

DATE: 07.08.18  

AGENDA REF: CES8 

AUTHOR: 
Mareea Lochel - Community & Business Development Officer 
Fiona Macleod - Planning & Development Officer  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Thallon Progress Association are seeking permission to use the Thallon recreational grounds to host a food 
event “Grazing at the Watering hole” in September 2018 and a concert in March 2019. 
 

Background 

Council has received two requests from Thallon Progress Association (TPA) seeking permission to hold events 
at the Thallon recreational grounds.  The first event is planned for Saturday 29 September 2018 “Grazing at 
the Watering Hole” the purpose of the event is to showcase local producers and celebrate the abundance of 
the local area.  The second event is a Country music event (featuring Beccy Cole, Mick Albeck, Scott 
Troutman and Bec Hance) on the 30 March 2019.  Both requests for use include the use of the ablution block, 
electricity and water. 
 
Land Tenure Matters/Consent for Event  
Specifically, the land in question is recognised as Lot 41 Crown Plan BLM577 and occupies an area of 4.657 
hectares. The state reserve is identified for ‘Recreation Purposes’ to which Balonne Shire Council is Trustee. 
The subject land is situated within the Thallon Township, and is accessed by both local and state controlled 
gazetted road reserves.  
 
The reserve has a current trustee lease over the land. The use permitted of the lease is for clubhouse and 
spectator venue, meeting venue, social congregation venue, storage facility for sporting and other equipment 
and furniture, and dressing shed, for the use of the Leasee and other community groups. (copies of the current 
lease including conditions can be made available upon Councillors request).  
 
Discussions with Department of Natural Resources and Mines (DNRM) have stated that Council, as trustee of 
the primary authorising purpose of the reserve for ‘Recreation’, can permit events on the basis that they are 
consistent with the purpose of the reserve and not diminish the purpose of the reserve (see Attachment 2). 
 
It is considered that the events are consistent with the purpose of the state reserve and therefore to ensure all 
appropriate documentation is submitted to Council prior to the commencement of the event, a Trustee Permit 
be issued. 
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In addition to trustee permits being issued for both events, it has been recommended that Balonne Shire 
Council also prepare a basic Land Management Plan to address the events and submit to Department of 
Natural Resources, Mines and Energy (DNRME) for record.  

 
Separately, it is noted that should Council support these events to occur over the reserve, the event organiser 
be made aware that future dates for the event on this land must obtain permission from Council again. The 
approval does not provide ongoing consent for the events to proceed beyond the nominated dates. 
Accordingly, notice of this requirement is included in the recommendation section of this report.  

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Vibrant creative arts, music, local history and culture 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Fiona Macleod, Planning and Officer 
Michelle Clarke, Director of Finance and Corporate  

Legal Implications 

Land Tenure as above 
Balonne Shire Council Fees and Charges 2018-19 

Policy Implications 

Balonne Shire Council Fees and Charges 2018-19 

Financial and Resource Implications 

As per Balonne Shire Council Fees and Charges 2018-19: 
 
“Non-Profit / Charitable Organization - Any application for special concession must be made in writing by the 
organisation concerned no less than four (4) weeks prior to any event in order to allow for consideration by 
Council.” 
 
“Use of all Council controlled Sports Grounds is subject to the relevant Conditions of Hire. School (Incl. Distant 
Education) and Junior Sports Organisations may use the facilities free of charge, on the understanding that 
they will be required to book in advance. Any other hire charges applicable will be determined by the Council 
separately.” 
 
That being said the fees are as follows: 
Deposit        $285.00 (GST exempt) 
Ablution Block Hire per day (Thallon)      $ 60.00 (GST inclusive) 
Showgrounds       $124.00 (GST inclusive) 

Annual Pastoral and Agricultural Show – Rodeo- Races – 
Polocrosse Club - Australian Stock Horse Association (ASHA)  
Draft Days plus electricity (per event day or part thereof) 

 
TPA have submitted a request for financial assistance of $5,000 for the “Grazing at the Watering hole” event 
through Council’s Community Drought Support program. 
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Attachments 

1. Attachment 1 - Thallon Progress Association request - use of recreational grounds ⇩  
2. Attachment 2 - DNRME correspondence events on Thallon Showgrounds.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That: 

1. Thallon Progress Association be advised of the fees and charges for the use of the recreational 
grounds 
 

2. Council provide in principal support of the Grazing at the Watering Hole event and Country Music 
event to occur over ‘Thallon Showgrounds’ Lot 41 Crown Plan BLM577 subject to the following 
further approvals;  
 
a) Trustee Permit; and  
b) Land Management Plan. 

 
3. Council inform the event organiser that should the events be proposed to occur on ‘Recreation’ 

Reserve Lot 41 Crown Plan BLM577 for any dates beyond September 2018 and March 2019, the 
event organiser will be required to write into Council again formally seeking permission to use the 
reserve.  

 
 

Mark Stanton 
Acting Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Recreational Vehicle Strategy 

DATE: 07.08.18  

AGENDA REF: CES9 

AUTHOR: Mark Stanton - Acting Director Community and Environmental Services  

  

 

Executive Summary 

This report tables a revised version of the Recreational Vehicle Strategy prepared by EarthCheck following a 
review by the sub-committee established for this purpose. 
 

Background 

Council at its meeting 19 July 2018 considered the draft Recreational Vehicle Strategy and in part resolved:  
 
“Council receives the Balonne Shire Recreational Vehicle (RV) Report with the following conditions:   
 
a) The Final Report (61 page document) is for internal use only not for public use and a Strategy (of 4-6 
pages) be developed for the Balonne Shire Council’s website for community and Council use;   
 
m) The RV Strategy implementation is subject to budget considerations and/or possible grant funding  
  
2. That a Sub-Committee be created consisting of Cr Gaske, Cr O’Toole, Cr Fuhrmeister and the Acting 
Director of Community & Environmental Services to finalise the report and proposed strategy” 
 
The Sub-Committee has reviewed the Balonne Shire Recreational Vehicle (RV) report developed by the 
consultants engaged for this project – EarthCheck.  A strategy document has been developed from the 
information contained in the report.  The strategy states the vision, aims and guiding principles.  The key 
actions are also identified. An implementation plan and a draft budget have been prepared to clarify the 
timelines and milestones in the rollout of the strategy. (Attachment one refers) 
 
The consultant’s report will be updated where necessary. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Economy Tourism growth and development 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Cr Fuhrmeister 
Cr Gaske 
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Cr O’Toole,  

Legal Implications 

Balonne Shire Recreational Vehicle (RV) Strategy sub sections:  
 

3.0 – Strategic and Regulatory Context  
3.1 – State Context 
3.2 – State and Regional Context 
3.3 – Local Laws 
3.4 – Planning Scheme  

4.0 – Recommendations  
4.1 – Shire-Wide Recommendations 
4.2 – Governance & Management  
4.3 – Legal & Policy Framework 

 

Policy Implications 

Full site planning and development of all current sites can move forward with the RV Strategy in place however 
the two new proposed sites for St George cannot be formally developed until Council’s Local Laws and 
Recreational Vehicle & Freedom Camping Policy is formally adopted.  

Financial and Resource Implications 

 
The draft budget for the Recreational Vehicles strategy is predicated on identifying current services that are 
considered to be of a lower priority than the implementation of the strategy and by reducing or not undertaking 
these works so that the required savings can be achieved to fund its implementation with the existing Council 
budget. 
 
Funds of $27,000 are required on a recurring basis to fund the ongoing operation of the Recreational Vehicle 
sites.  The consultant for the study has indicated that funds of $78,000 are required to fund the initial 
establishment of camping sites at Balonne Minor and Whyenbah Reserve in 2018/19  and a further $54,000 in 
2019/20 for the establishment of Lindores Reserve.   
 
Additionally, funds of $40,000 are required in 2019/20 to undertake an environmental audit of all sites on the 
site register.  Funds for this purpose will be listed in the draft 2019/20 budget for consideration by Council. 
 
The Director of Infrastructure has advised that the proposed activities are additional to existing Infrastructure 
Services activities  and if taken on would be an increase in Infrastructure S service levels, with  and a direct 
impact on its budget. The options to manage this are as follows: 
 
1. Change the budgeted service levels in some areas of Infrastructure Services to make savings to 

accommodate the Recreational Vehicle strategy activities. This would be budget neutral.  
2. Continue push for further productivity/savings in Infrastructure Services to accommodate the RV 

strategy activities. This would be budget neutral. 
3. View the accommodation of the Recreational Vehicle strategy activities as an expansion of service 

levels. This would require an increase in budget. 
4. Combinations of the above 
 
Infrastructure Services will continue to seek further productivity/savings on an ongoing basis which in the short 
to medium term may not provide sufficient savings to fund the required Recreational Vehicle strategy activities. 
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It is considered that to progress the Recreation Vehicles Strategy as a priority for Council that the most 
appropriate course of action is to identify budgeted services of the Infrastructure Services that would be of a 
lower priority.  The proposed savings identified has been the reduction in the scope of the private contractor 
servicing Mungindi with annual savings of $40K.. 
 
These sites with the additional costs will be operational for approximately three months in the current financial 
year at an estimated cost $13,500.  This leaves a balance of $27,500 from the identified savings.  The Director 
Infrastructure Services has advised that site works to a basic standard at Balonne Minor and Whyenbah 
Reserve could be undertaken within the remaining funds.  In the future additional works may be required to 
ensure that these sites are fit for purpose. 
 
 

Attachments 

1. Recreational Vehicle Strategy ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council 

1. Adopts the Recreational Vehicle and Freedom Camping Strategy as outlined in Attachment one 
2. Endorses the proposed budget amendments for consideration in the next quarterly Budget review for 

the 2018/19 financial year 
 
 

Mark Stanton 
Acting Director Community and Environmental Services  
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Balonne Shire Council 
Recreational Vehicle and Freedom Camping Strategy 

 
VISION 
To provide Recreation Vehicle travellers in the Balonne Shire with a range of camping options from bush camping to caravan parks that meet the needs of 
travellers, are easy to find, safe to use, and maximise the value to the traveller and the community without compromising the region’s environmental or 
cultural values or competing with existing private providers. 
 
STRATEGY AIMS 

 Encourage Recreational Vehicle travellers to visit the Balonne Shire 

 Enhance the visitor experience, promoting visitor expenditure and prolonging length of stay within region. 

 Proactively respond and adapt to shifting demand patterns and evolving industry trends to cater for a diverse range of travellers. 

 Promote a range of camping options within the Balonne Shire which cater to a diverse range of campers. 

 Develop a consistent, adaptable approach across the Shire which is flexible to local conditions. 

 Sustainably protect and manage Council assets (both natural and cultural) across the Shire. 

 Build Balonne’s reputation as a RV destination of choice for travellers and visitors. 
 
GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
1. Sites should be located near communities, encouraging visitors into local businesses, supporting the communities and their economies.  
2. The sites should be maintained regularly so that the sites manifest as clean, well maintained and safe environments throughout the shire. 
3. Manage and maintain Environmental Protection Sites to protect their environmental and cultural assets and values.  
4. Site management and procedures must be clearly outlined and policies must be implemented to ensure community confidence particularly relating 
to site assessment, site compliance, and overflow management. 
5. Camping options offered need to maximize impact on the visitor economy and facilitate a diverse range of memorable experiences throughout 
Balonne Shire.  
6. Visible Council presence with clearly marked and consistent signage across the Shire to enhance visitor experience and minimise disturbance to 
residents by easily directing traffic and outlining expected behaviour, terms of use and penalties for misuse. 
7. Where practical, Council should seek to off-set costs of site provision by making sites low-cost rather than free. 
8. A management process that engages with the local communities and is consistent, predictable and efficient, supported by an agreed legal 
framework. 
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ACTIONS 
Governance & Management 
1. Balonne Shire Council Chief Executive Officer or officers as determined by the Chief Executive Officer (at present - Director Community and 
Environmental Sustainability and the Tourism Development Officer) in partnership with the Local Tourism Organisation {LTO delegated responsibility to 
oversee the Recreational Vehicle Strategy and provide asset managers with the tools required to deliver a consistent outcome. 
2. Council Officers and the LTO  will consult with existing Community Organisations in each location that share compatible aims as required to deliver a 
consistent outcome across all recreational vehicle camping sites. 
 
Legal & Policy Framework 
1. Amend the current Local Laws and Subordinate Local Laws to provide a consistent range of camping options and to provide the necessary tools for 
enforcement.  
2. Adopt a range of supporting policies and procedures to guide the application of the Planning Scheme, the enforcement process and the management 
of sites over time as needs and circumstances change.  
3. Develop a Site Assessment and Needs Assessment Template, Register of Camping Locations, a Design & Management Guide to Bush Camps and 
Campgrounds (including outsource arrangements) and a Managed Overflow Policy. 
 
Site Management 
1. Establish a spectrum of camping options across the region, considering the options provided in neighbouring regions.  
2. Develop a Sites Register 
3. Define where each site is placed in the camping options spectrum and which facilities and use guidelines are appropriate for that site (maintained in a 
Sites Register). 
4. Conduct an environmental audit of each camping site 
5. Identify, potential enhancements for each site that may be funded when and if grants are available  
6. Conduct an annual review of sites to ensure they continue to meet the needs of the community and users or if capacity needs to be constrained due 
to excessive use. 
 
Marketing & Communication 
1. Communicate with Tourism Operators and promote the camping options available throughout the Balonne Shire to further develop the RV market.  
2. Provide accurate site information on the Balonne Shire Council website as well as through partner’s channels including the Regional Tourism 
Organisation, RACQ, industry, Highway Groups and user groups. 
3. Enhance existing website content to deliver a comprehensive visitor experience 
4. Include camping Options on all marketing material. 
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5. Develop clear and effective signage to direct RV visitors throughout the region  
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IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 2018/19 
 

 Action Budget – 
Operational 

Budget - 
Capital 
Expenditure 

Funding 
Source 

Completion By Responsibility 

Governance & 
Management 

      

 Balonne Shire Council Chief Executive 
Officer or officers as determined by the 
Chief Executive Officer (at present - 
Director Community and Environmental 
Sustainability and the Tourism 
Development Officer) in partnership 
with the Local Tourism Organisation 
{LTO delegated responsibility to oversee 
the Recreational Vehicle Strategy and 
provide asset managers with the tools 
required to deliver a consistent outcome 

   November 
2018 

Tourism and 
Events 

 Develop a Memorandum of 
Understanding for the supervision of 
camping at camping sites by local 
community organisations. 
 
Call for nominations from the 
community and stakeholder 
organisations in each location as 
necessary  
 

   March 2019 Tourism and 
Events 

 Host Workshop for Tourism Operators 
and LTO to inform and train members 

   February 2019 Tourism and 
Events 

 Coordinate the first RV meeting with the    March 2019 Tourism and 
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LTO to review the Sites Register Events 

       

       

Legal & Policy 
Framework 

Amend Local Laws (Attachment One 
refers) 

 Subordinate Local Law 1.2 
(Commercial Use of Local Government 
Controlled Areas and Roads) 2017 

 Subordinate Local Law No. 1.6 
(Operation of Camping Grounds) 2017. 

 Local Law 17 (Parks and Reserves) 
2001 

 Develop new definitions, as 
defined in Section 3.4 for inclusion in the 
Local Law 

   December2018 Environmental 
Health 

 Establish a spectrum of camping options 
(Attachment Two refers) 

   October 2019 Tourism and 
Events 

 Register of Camping Sites attached to 
local law 

   December 
2018 

Environmental 
Health 

 Additions to Planning Scheme    June 2019 Planning and 
Development 

 Develop an Overflow Policy    March 2019 Tourism and 
Events, Local 
Camping reference 
groups 

 Needs Assessment Process for Proposed 
New Sites 

   October2019 Tourism and 
Events 

 Design and Management Guide 
 
To assist proponents and for assessment 
of proposed sites, designing Council 
managed sites and managing contracts 

   December 
2019 

Planning and 
Development 



 

 

Error! No document variable supplied. - ATTACHMENT Error! No 
document variable supplied. 

 

Page 274 of 426 
16 August 2018 

 

with third party providers. 

Site 
Management 

Site Preparation 

 Whyenbah Reserve 

 Balonne Minor Camp 

 
$58,000 
$20,000 

 
 

 
Existing 
Operational 
Budget 

 
December2018  

 
Infrastructure 
Services 

       

 Develop and maintain a site register    March 2019 Tourism and 
Events 

 Capacity Constraints for basic sites 
identified and managed 

   December2019 Tourism and 
Events 

 Site Plans for identified sites developed 
and publicised 

   December2019 Tourism and 
Events 

 Emergency Management Plans for 
identified sites developed  

   December2019 Tourism and 
Events 

 Regular patrols of official and informal 
free or low-cost camping sites 

  Existing 
Operational 
Budget 

Ongoing Manager Rural 
Services 

 Where available outsource site 
governance and fee collection to 
community groups for Council owned 
campgrounds where a nominal fee I 
charged. 

   March 2019 Tourism and 
Events 

 Needs Assessments undertaken annually 
to review the performance and 
requirement of non-commercial sites 

   March Tourism and 
Events 

 “Leave No Trace” Policy developed    March 2019 Tourism and 
Events 

 Dirranbandi Mungindi, Nindigully, Bollon 
Hebel Campsites 

 Improve peak season 
management of waste 

 
 
To be 
determined 

  
 
Existing 
Operational 

 
 
April 2020 

 
 
Environmental 
Health 
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 Ascertain costs to establish a 
rolling exclusion zone along riverbanks 

 Assess need for further structural 
deterrents/visitor management measure 

Budget  
Environmental 
Health 
 
Tourism and 
Events 

       

Marketing & 
Communication 

Develop a dedicated section for 
Camping sites on Council’s website 

   March 2019 Communications 

 Update signage at all camping location 
including signs to ensure campers 
restrain their animals  
{Eg: unrestrained Dogs destroying local 
fauna} 
 

   March 2019 Parks and Gardens 

 Obtain RV Friendly Status for all 
communities 

   June 2019 Tourism and 
Events 

 Create designated long vehicle parking 
spaces throughout the region and sign 
accordingly 

   June 2019 Infrastructure 
Services 

 Develop a touring map    June 2019 Tourism and 
Events 

       
 

 
 
  



 

 

Error! No document variable supplied. - ATTACHMENT Error! No 
document variable supplied. 

 

Page 276 of 426 
16 August 2018 

 

IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 2019/20 
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 Action Budget – 
Operational 

Budget - Capital 
Expenditure 

Funding 
Source 

Completion By  Responsibility 

Governance & 
Management 

      

       

Legal & Policy 
Framework 

      

       

Site Management Conduct an environmental audit of sites 
on the Sites Register 

 $40,000 Funds to be 
allocated 

March 2020 Tourism and Events 

 Review operation of Whyenbah 
Reserve Campsite 
 

   January 2020 Tourism and Events 

 Lindores Memorial Camp subject to 
satisfactory review - Whyenbah Reserve 
Campsite 

$54,000  Existing 
Operational 
Budget 

Februaryr2020  Infrastructure Services 

 Conduct a needs assessment for a 
Overflow Camping site in Thallon 

   September 2019 Tourism and Events 

 Investigate works required to improve 
proofing of the Thallon Recreational 
Grounds campsiite 

    Tourism and Events/ 
Infrastructure Services 

 Undertake required works if it can be 
accommodated in existing operational 
budget 

To be 
determined 

 Existing 
Operational 
Budget 

 Infrastructure Services 

 Dirranbandi, Mungindi, Nindigully, 
Bollon Hebel Campsites 

 Establish a rolling exclusion zone 
along riverbanks subject to any budget 
deliberations  

    
 
March 2020 

 
 
Environmental Health 

Marketing & 
Communication 

Install Wi-Fi at key points of interest 
throughout the region 

 Subject to grant 
funding 

 June 2020 Community and 
Environmental 
Sustainability 
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IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 2020/21 
 

 Action Budget – 
Operational 

Budget - 
Capital 
Expenditure 

Completion 
By 

Responsibility 

Governance & 
Management 

     

      

Legal & Policy 
Framework 

     

      

Site 
Management 

Balonne Minor Camp – Gravel 
Pathway 

 $120,000 
(Subject to 
grant funding 

June 2021 Tourism and Events, Infrastructure Services  

 Review operation of 
Whyenbah Reserve and 
Lindores Memorial Reserve 
Campsites 
 

  March 2021 Tourism and Events 

Marketing & 
Communication 
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Budget 2018/19 and ongoing 

 

Action Operating Budget Capital Existing/New Funds Funding Source 

Environmental Audit all sites 
(2019/20 

 $40,000 New Council Operating Budget 

Barwon Riverside Camp   Existing Council Operating Budget 

 Contract Maintenance 
and Cleaning 

$50,440  Existing Council Operating Budget 

 Maintenance operations $4,000  Existing Council Operating Budget 

 Lighting $500  Existing Council Operating Budget 

 Waste $858  Existing Council Operating Budget 

 Total $5,358    

     

Balonne Minor Camp   Existing Council Operating Budget 

 Maintenance Operations $10,000  Existing Council Operating Budget 

 Dump Point $1,500  Existing Council Operating Budget 

 Waste $858  Existing Council Operating Budget 

 Total $12,358    

     

Moonie River Camp     

 Contract Maintenance 
and Cleaning 

$10,296  Existing Council Operating Budget 

 Maintenance Operations $15,000  Existing Council Operating Budget 

 Lighting $480  Existing Council Operating Budget 

 Waste  $4,290$  Existing Council Operating Budget 

 Total $21,770    

     

Thallon Recreational Grounds     

 Maintenance & 
Operations 

$35,738  Existing Council Operating Budget 

 Waste $858  Existing Council Operating Budget 
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 Dump Point $1,500  Existing Council Operating Budget 

 Total $38,096    

     

Wallam Creek     

 Maintenance & 
Operations 

$7,000  Existing Council Operating Budget 

 Walter Austin Park 
Toilets/showers 

$15,634  Existing Council Operating Budget 

 Waste $5,777  Existing Council Operating Budget 

 Dump Point $3,000  Existing Council Operating Budget 

 Lighting for River 
Walkway 

$3,000  Existing Council Operating Budget 

 Wood – Fire Pits $300  Existing Council Operating Budget 

 Total $36,011    

     

Lindores Memorial Camp     

 Maintenance & 
Operations 

$5,000  Existing Council Operating Budget 

 Waste and Collection $650  Existing Council Operating Budget 

 Total $5,650    

     

Whyenbah Reserve     

 Maintenance & 
Operations 

$5,000  Existing Council Operating Budget 

 Waste and Collection $650  Existing Council Operating Budget 

 Total $5,650    
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Attachment Two 

Figure 12: Balonne Shire’s Camping Options Spectrum 
 

CAMPING OPTION LENGTH OF 
STAY 

FEATURES COST GOVERNANCE 

FATIGUE MANAGEMENT 20 hours  Signage  Free  Local Laws 

 State 
Legislation  

BUSH CAMP Define 
locally 

acceptable 
Maximums 

 Signage  

 Water 

 Outside of 
residential areas  

Free  Local Laws  

 Planning 
scheme 

NON-COMMERCIAL BASIC 
CAMPGROUND 

Define 
Locally 

Acceptable 
maximums 

 Signage  

 Water  

 Bins 

Free 
OR 

Nominal 
Fee 

 Needs 
assessment 
required  

 Local Laws 

 Planning 
Scheme  

COMMERCIAL/OUTSOURCED 
BASIC CAMPGROUND 

Define 
locally 

acceptable 
maximum 

 Signage 

 Water 

 Bins 

 Toilets 

 Emergency 
Power Point 

As Per the 
Operator 

 Local Laws 

 Planning 
Scheme  

 Expression of 
Interest  

 Annual 
Review  

COMMERCIAL CARAVAN 
PARK 

As Per the 
Operator 

As Per the Operator  As Per the 
Operator 

 Local Laws 

 Planning 
Scheme 

 State 
Legislation  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Thallon Community Services Limited - request for support 

DATE: 08.08.18  

AGENDA REF: CES10 

AUTHOR: Mareea Lochel - Community & Business Development Officer  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Council has received a request from Thallon Community Services Limited to financially assist with the Thallon 
Independent Living Units project. 
 

Background 

The Thallon Independent Living Units is an initiative of the Thallon Community Services Ltd (TCS).   TCS has 
a signed purchase contract on a block in Thallon for the development of the units (subject to grant funding).   
 
TCS is currently raising funds for the purchase of the block.  TCS has received some financial offers from 
community members to assist with the purchase however would also like to approach the wider community for 
the additional financial support required.   
 
TCS have requested that Balonne Shire Council match contributions received from the community.   TCS 
hopes that if the community knows that Council will be matching their contributions, it will increase the number 
of pledges received and assist TCS in reaching its goal of $20,000.00.  Council financial support will also 
strengthen any grant applications that TCS may make for the progression of this initiative.  
 
TCS have also requested Council waiver rates on the block of land until the company (Thallon Community 
Services Ltd) has an income.  Due to unforeseen circumstances the background information regarding the 
rates was unable to be obtained by close of reports for the August meeting.  It is recommended that 
consideration for waiver of rates for the above mentioned block be held over until further information can be 
obtained.  
 
 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Community well-being 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Matthew Magin, CEO  
Michelle Clarke, Director Finance and Corporate Services 
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Mark Stanton, Director Community and Environmental Sustainability 

Legal Implications 

Not applicable for the donation request. 

Policy Implications 

Balonne Shire Council, Community Donation/assistance policy 

Financial and Resource Implications 

TCS are currently raising funds for the purchase a block in Thallon, for the development of the Thallon 
Independent Living Units.  TCS have requested that Council match any funds contributed by the community 
for this initiative.  Their goal is $20,000.   TCS has not stipulated how much funds have already been raised for 
the project or the amount in which Council is to match. 
 
This request for support is ineligible under the Community Donation/assistance program for the following 
reasons: 

Community Grants and Assistance Policy section 5.5 Ineligible projects: 
 “Ineligible projects include, but are not restricted to: 

 The development of privately owned or commercial facilities 

 Annual licence fees, annual lease/rental fees, electricity charges, rates and 
charges, health approvals or development application fees.”   

 
 
 
 
  
 

Attachments 

1. Thallon Community Services Ltd - Letter of request ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That: 

1. Council decline the request from Thallon Community Services Ltd, to match community contributions 
for the purchase of land to develop the Thallon Independent Living Units.  On the grounds that the 
request is an ineligible item for support under the Community donations/assistance program. 

2. The consideration for waiver of rates on the proposed block of land is held over until further 
information can be provided to Council. 
  

 
 

Mark Stanton 
Acting Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Regional Arts Development Fund (RADF) - Out of Round applications 

DATE: 07.08.18  

AGENDA REF: CES11 

AUTHOR: Mareea Lochel - Community & Business Development Officer  

  

 

Executive Summary 

The Regional Arts Development Fund (RADF) is a state and local government partnership that supports local 
artist and arts and cultural activities in Queensland Communities.   Council has received two out of round 
applications. The applications have been assessed by the RADF Reference Panel and have been determined 
to comply with the appropriate assessment criteria as detailed through the Balonne Shire RADF Program. 
 

Background 

Round three (3) of the Balonne Shire Council RADF community grants program closed 1 August 2018.  
Council has received two applications.   
 
 “Fabric Medium – Bag Making Workshop” application was submitted by St George Creative Arts Group Inc.  
The objective of the workshop is to develop new skills and techniques in fabric arts-bag making. The workshop 
is targeted at range of skills levels to ensure a wide range of participate are able to attend.   
 
“Crossing Heritage with Sculpture Trail” was submitted by Thallon Progress Association Inc. This two day 
workshop is open to all Thallon and surrounding area residents.  The intent is to explore the heritage themes 
of Thallon to develop concept designs for small metal place-making sculptures that will be placed along the 
Thallon history trail.  Participants will be given the opportunity to create their own metal sculptures such as 
property mailboxes or garden ornaments. 
 
The applications have been assessed by the contractor RADF Liaison Officer and members of the Reference 
Panel.  Arts Queensland requires that the assessment process for RADF investment involve a diversity of 
community members including a diversity of demographics. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Function Key Program Area 

Strong & Resilient Communities Cultural Activities: To promote and cater for activities that support 
cultural, indigenous & multi-cultural history preservation, arts and 
other pursuits that foster the growth of local arts and culture.  

Consultation (internal/external) 

RADF – Contract Liaison Officer 
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RADF – Reference Panel 

Legal Implications 

Not applicable 

Policy Implications 

Balonne Shire Arts and Cultural Policy 2015-2018 

Financial and Resource Implications 

The 2017-18 RADF funding period ends 14 September 2018. 
 
Grants have been obtained for Arts and Cultural Development within the Balonne Shire through Arts 
Queensland.  Councils’ contribution of $12,060.00 allowed Council to obtain a direct grant from Arts 
Queensland of $25,000 for the 2017/18.  Additional to this grant Council had a surplus of $23,842 from the 
2016/17 funding year.   
 
This being the case the total funds available for RADF during the 2017/18 period is $ 60,902.00.   These funds 
have been allocated as follows: 
 
Contract liaison Officer    $  5,000 
Place-making project    $37,045 
Community Grants program   $18,857 
Total        $60,902 
 
Through the 2017-18 RADF Community Grants program Council has approved seven (7) applications totalling 
$7,308.00 leaving $11,549.00 for future rounds.     
 
The Reference Panel have assessed the application against the assessment criteria and provided the 
following recommendation for Council consideration: 
 

APPLICANT PROJECT AMOUNT REQUESTED RECOMMENDATION 

Thallon Progress 
Association Inc 

Crossing Heritage with 
Sculpture Trail 

$2,808.00 $2,808.00 

Balonne Creative Arts 
Group Incorporated 

Fabric Medium – Bag 
Making Workshop 

$1,348.00 $1,348.00 

 
If all applicants requested are approved the remaining funds available for future rounds will be $7,393.00. 
 
 

Attachments 

1. 2017-18 RADF out-of-round application _ Balonne Creative Arts Group ⇩  
2. 2017-18 RADF out-of-round application_Thallon Progress Assoc. ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council approve the RADF applications from Thallon Progress Association and Balonne Creative Arts 
Group Incorporated as follows: 
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APPLICANT PROJECT APPROVED AMOUNT  

Thallon Progress Association Inc Crossing Heritage with Sculpture 
Trail 

$2,808.00 

Balonne Creative Arts Group 
Incorporated 

Fabric Medium – Bag Making 
Workshop 

$1,348.00 

TOTAL  $4,156.00 

 
 

 

Mark Stanton 
Acting Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Community Donation, Sponsorship and Grants Program 

DATE: 07.08.18  

AGENDA REF: CES12 

AUTHOR: Mareea Lochel - Community & Business Development Officer  

  

 

Executive Summary 

The Balonne Shire Council is committed to assisting community organisations whose activities provide benefit 
to Balonne Shire’s population.  The application process for the Community Donation, Sponsorship and Grants 
program is designed to ensure that all assistance is provided in an equitable and accountable manner for 
projects and events that meet the cultural, community, education and recreational needs of the Balonne Shire. 
 

Background 

This month Council has received one (1) request for consideration for the St George and District, Fishing & 
Restocking Club Inc. 
 
St George and District, Fishing & Restocking Club Inc is a non-profit organisation who raises funds for stocking 
the Balonne River system with native fish.  The St George and District, Fishing & Restocking Club Inc (the 
Club) annual fishing competition will be held over the October long weekend.  The Club has three levels of 
sponsorship Gold $500, Silver $250 and Bronze $100.   
 
Could has provided the Club with financial support for this event in previous years.  The level of sponsorship 
provided has been at the silver level, this sponsorship has been provided through the Community donations, 
sponsorship and grant program.    
 
At the July 2018 general meeting Council approved an application from the St George and District Fishing & 
Restocking Club for $1,500.00 through the Community Drought Support program for the 2018 St George 
annual fishing competition.  
 
 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Function Key Program Area 

Strong & Resilient Communities Community Lifestyle: To foster community pride and social 
interaction for all groups within our community with access to well 
serviced community hubs and facilities. 
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Consultation (internal/external) 

Letter of request for St George and District, Fishing and Restocking Club 

Legal Implications 

Not applicable 

Policy Implications 

Balonne Shire Council Community Grants and Assistance Policy 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Council Community Donation Sponsorship and Grants program has an approved annual budget of $18,000.    
 
To date Council has approved $2,181.36 worth of sponsorship/donations to the community, leaving a balance 
of $15,818.64 for future requests.   
 
There are sufficient funds in the program for the requested amount.  However Council at the July 2018 general 
meeting approved $1,500.00 financial support through the Community Drought Support program for the 2018 
St George Fishing Club Competition.  These funds have been transferred into St George and District, Fishing 
& Restocking Club’s nominated bank account. 
 
 

Attachments 

1. St George and District Fishing and Restocking Club_application for sponsorship ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council decline the application from St George and District, Fishing and Restocking Club for sponsorship 
of the 2018 Fishing Club Competition on the grounds that Council has already provided sponsorship for this 
event through another funding program. 
 
 

 
 

Mark Stanton 
Acting Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Community Drought Support - St George Heritage Centre  

DATE: 07.08.18  

AGENDA REF: CES13 

AUTHOR: Mareea Lochel - Community & Business Development Officer  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Distribution of 2018 Community Drought support funding – supplementary report. 
 

Background 

Council has received $90,000 from the Department of Communities, Disability Services and Seniors for the 
Community Drought Support Package 2017-18.  To-date through this program Council has approved twenty-
one (21) applications totalling $63,405.69.  At the July 2018 general Council meeting, Council committed the 
surplus funds to Round 2 of the Community Drought support program. This round is to continue until all funds 
have been depleted.   
 
Council has received an application from St George Heritage Centre as follows: 
 

Organisation Event Name Purpose 
Amount 

requested 
$ 

Previously 
funded 

(year of 
funding & 
amount) 

St George Heritage Centre 
We are Open for 
Business 

The funding will assist with 
awareness that the Heritage 
Centre is now open after its 
relocation.  The event is 
intended to showcase the 
Centre’s new location and 
proudly display the collection 
of local and significant items.  
The event will be open to all 
community residents and 
invites will be extended to 
Rural community members to 
come and forget the farm for 
the day. 

$2,500 N/A 

 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Community well-being 
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Consultation (internal/external) 

Not applicable 

Legal Implications 

Department of Communities, Disability Services and Seniors – Community Drought Support Package 2017-18 
terms and conditions: “coordinate the distribution of funds to local community organisations in drought 
declared communities who will provide the delivery of a range of local community events and activities that 
contribute to connectedness, social well-being and increase access to support services” 

Policy Implications 

NIL 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Through the Community Drought Support package Council has received $90,000 from the Department of 
Communities, Disability Services and Seniors to distribute funds to community organisation (as per the terms 
and conditions).  Council has approved twenty-one (21) applications in 2018, totalling $63,405.69. 
 
This report only tables one (1) application totalling $2,500 for Council consideration. This is a supplementary 
report to the Community Drought Support Funding 2018 report tabled early.  
 
There are sufficient funds in the program to support all request received. 
 
Total Community Drought Support Package received  $90,000.00 
Less approved funding        $63,405.69 
Less pending requests        $  8,000.00 
Less pending supplementary request     $  2,500.00 
Total remaining         $16,094.31 
 
 
 
 

Attachments 

1. 2018 Community Drought Support application_ St George Heritage Centre ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council approves the St George Heritage Centre’s Community Drought Support application for $2,500 for 
the “We are Open for Business” event to be held in November 2018. 

 
 

Mark Stanton 
Acting Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Request for use in principle - Barwon Fishing Competition - Carp Busting   

DATE: 07.08.18  

AGENDA REF: CES14 

AUTHOR: Di  Francisco - Environmental Health Officer  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Mungindi Fishing Club are seeking permission to use the Mungindi recreational grounds (Mungindi Park) to 
host the Barwon Carp Busting Fishing  event on 8/9  September 2018. 
 
 

Background 

Council has received this request via email dated 7 August 2018 from Mr Gary Trindall. 
 
The Mungindi Fishing Club will make application to the Queensland Police to hold a licence to serve liquor and 
engage food vendors to the site to help make this day a success.   
 
Public facilities are located on site.  Each public facility has the following:-   
Ladies – Two cubicles and a hand basin.   
Gentlemen:-  One  cubicle, one urinal and a hand basin. 
 
Land Tenure Matters/Consent for Event  
Specifically, the land in question is recognised as 99 SP233567 and occupies an area of 26.2 hectares. The 
state reserve is identified for ‘Camping, Water and Road Purpose’ to which Balonne Shire Council is Trustee. 
The subject land is situated within the Mungindi Township, and is accessed by state controlled gazetted road 
reserve.  
 
The reserve has numerous state permit and leases over the land.  
 
Discussions with Department of Natural Resources and Mines (DNRM) have stated that Council, as trustee of 
the primary authorising purpose of the reserve for ‘Camping, Water and Road’, can permit events on the basis 
that they are consistent with the purpose of the reserve and not diminish the purpose of the reserve.  
 
It is considered that the event is consistent with the purpose of the state reserve and therefore to ensure all 
appropriate documentation is submitted to Council prior to the commencement of the event, a Trustee Permit 
be issued. 
 
Separately, it is noted that should Council support this event to occur over the reserve, the event organiser be 
made aware that future dates for the event on this land must obtain permission from Council again. The 
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approval does not provide ongoing consent for the event to proceed beyond the nominated date. Accordingly, 
notice of this requirement is included in the recommendation section of this report.  
  

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Strong community organisations 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Fiona Macleod, Planning Officer 
Di Francisco, Environmental Health Officer 

Legal Implications 

Land Tenure as above 

Policy Implications 

Nil to Council 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Nil to Council 
 

Attachments 

Nil  
 

Recommendation/s 

 
That: 

 
1. Council provide in principal support of the Barwon Carp Busting event  to occur over the “Camping, 

Water and Road Purpose Reserve” described as 99 SP233567 subject to the following further 
approvals;  
 
a) Trustee Permit; and  
b) Land Management Plan. 

 
2. Council inform the event organiser that should the event be proposed to occur on ‘Camping, Water 

and Road’ Reserve Lot 99 SP233567 for any dates beyond 8/9 September 2018, the event 
organiser will be required to write into Council again formally seeking permission to use the reserve. 

 
 

Mark Stanton 
Acting Director Community and Environmental Services  
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CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
 

(CFCS) FINANCE AND CORPORATE SERVICES 

ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

CCFS1 NOTICE OF OBJECTION 
REPORT - MOON - 249-253 
ALFRED STREET, ST 
GEORGE 

This item will be discussed in closed session in accordance with 
section 275 of the Local Government Regulation 2012. 
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INFORMATION REPORTS  
 

(ICEO) CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

ICEO1 MONTHLY REPORT This report presents to Council grants data from 4 July – 5 
August 2018.  

331 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report 

DATE: 06.08.18  

AGENDA REF: ICEO1 

AUTHOR: Stephanie Price - Grants Officer  

  

 

Executive Summary 

This report presents to Council grants data from 4 July – 5 August 2018. 
 

Grants Summary 

Successful EOI Grant Applications    2 
Successful Full Business Case Grant Applications   1 
Unsuccessful EOI Grant Applications     1 
Full Business Case Grant Applications In-progress  4 
EOI Grant Applications In-progress    2 
Full Business Case Submissions Awaiting Outcome  4 
EOI Grant Submissions Awaiting Outcome   1 

 
 

Attachments 

1. 16 August Grants Monthly Information Report.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Matthew Magin 
Chief Executive Officer  
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(IFCS) FINANCE AND CORPORATE SERVICES 

ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

ICFS1 MONTHLY REPORT - 
DIRECTOR FINANCE & 
CORPORATE SERVICES 

Monthly Information Report – Director Finance & Corporate 
Services 

338 

ICFS2 MONTHLY REPORT - WHS Monthly Report - WHS 342 

ICFS3 MONTHLY FINANCE 
INFORMATION REPORT AS 
AT 31 JULY 2018 

Monthly Finance Information Report for the period ended 31 July 
2018.  

345 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report - Director Finance & Corporate Services 

DATE: 06.08.18  

AGENDA REF: ICFS1 

AUTHOR: Michelle Clarke - Director Finance & Corporate Services  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Monthly Information Report – Director Finance & Corporate Services 
 

Complaints 

 1 administrative complaint still underway 

CCTV 

AFN have ordered equipment and it is on its way to St George for installation in August. 

Staffing 

 Administrative Officer – Governance – recruitment currently underway 
 

St George Levee 

 Objection Hearing Report – report to Council 16 August 

 1 more agreement reached and signed 

 1 agreement reached and signatures pending 

Land matters 

 Wombat lease with Thallon Progress Association underway 

 St George Bowls Club lease underway 

 Dirranbandi Court Sports Association lease – report to council 16 August 

 Request to lease land Dirranbandi – report to Council 16 August 
 

Procurement 

 
This month our contract Procurement Co-ordinator has delivered the following: 

1. Wet & Dry Plant Hire Refresh 
We currently have 47 active suppliers registered in Vendor Panel.  Of these 47 there are 7 compliance 
issues which we are working to sort out.  All new suppliers and those suppliers that merely refreshed 
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their pricing/plant details have price lists attached.  For the other existing suppliers we will slowly 
separate out their pricing to attach to their profiles.  Going forward this will negate the need for a bulky 
spreadsheet to be maintained and should drive people to the portal for the information we need. 

 
2. Trade Services Refresh 

As above we have 27 active suppliers with 10 compliance issues.  Same detail for pricing. 
 

3. Preferred Supplier Arrangement (sole supplier) for Traffic Management Services 
Aiming to go to market by end of next week. 

 
4. Vendor Panel Technology upgrade.  This is in hand and merely requires a date for the initial 

training.  We will also need to decide on the appropriate categories for Market Place prior to 
implementation. 

 
5. Two year Purchase Order review.  This is drawing to a result and a report should be available for the 

Auditors well before they commence in September.  It will also inform our choices for market place 
and any further tenders we may require. 
 

6. Policy, procedure, document review/revisions/development – are still to commence. 
 

7. Training of Administration Officer – Procurement has commenced and they will be working with me on 
the PSA for Traffic Management.  All other training will need to rolled out across the organisation in 
the coming weeks. 
 

8. Contract management framework is still to commence 
 

9. Forward planning for procurement.  In order for this to be commenced a round of consultation will 
occur.  Also the analysis of the previous two years spend will form part of the framework for this as will 
budget, corporate plan and infrastructure plan. 

 
The following graph shows how many requests for quotation have been made utilising Vendor Panel for the 
month of May/June.  1 vendor panel requests was processed in June/July 2018 compared to 2 in May 2018.  
This is representative of the end and beginning of the financial years, with contracts ending or commencing. 
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Service requests 

 
A total of 163 documents were created in Magiq for service requests in July with 119 completed on time giving 
a 73% completion rate.  
 

 
July  

Total Documents  163 

Completed on Time  119 

Completed Late  20 

Pending & Overdue 24 

% completed on time 73% 

% Completed overall 85% 

 

 
 

Other key projects/meetings 

 
Risk module – will be implemented when new Governance Officer position in place. 
 
Enterprise Bargaining – further advice received from LGAQ, awaiting advice from Council 
 
Depreciation review.  Report to Council 16 August on roads useful lives. 
. 
Audit Committee - Internal Auditor preparing to visit 10 September to develop an internal audit plan and 
conduct a number of small audits – credit cards, fuel cards and scalps bounty. 
 
Finance & Corporate Service budget progress as follows: 
 
Budget 2018/19 has commenced and new reports have been developed for each department to report on their 
monthly progress (budget v actual – including commitments). 
 
End of year financial statements are currently under preparation. 
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Attachments 

Nil 
   
 

Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report - WHS 

DATE: 06.08.18  

AGENDA REF: ICFS2 

AUTHOR: Ben  Gardiner - Safety Advisor  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Monthly Report - WHS 
 
 

Injury Summary 

Financial Year 2018/19 (to date)  
There were 2 minor work incidents reported for the month of July 2018. One was a slip on a muddy slope the 
other was a trip over an obstacle. Both could have been easily avoided by taking some time and assessing the 
surrounding location before starting the task at hand. 
 

Worksite Hazard Inspections 

  
The 1st of July 2018 marked the beginning of the 7th Quarter. Not many inspections have been completed so 
far. All Managers and Supervisors should be ensuring that the inspections are undertaken prior to the end of 
the quarter to avoid last minute, rushed inspections. 
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Take 5 and Toolbox Talks 

 
Unfortunately there is still some staff that have not completed all of their Toolbox Talks (particularly those who 
receive via email). The Chief Executive Officer has requested that all be completed by 14 August.  
 

Calibrations, Inspections and Testing 

 
Ongoing inspections were carried out with all Fire Equipment at the end of July. There were some Plant that 
was unfortunately missed and will need to be changed over with the replacement extinguishers in the stores. 
 

Compliance 

There were no Notifiable Events during the month of July. 
 

Safety Inductions, Training & Information Sessions 

Each Directorate will now be responsible for organising their own operational training. I will still be organising 
some Safety training activities, examples of this will be First Aid, CPR, Pool Lifeguard and Chemical 
Application.  
 

Activity Staff Involved 

  July Aug Sept Oct Nov Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July 
Safety Inductions 8 5 2  2 2 5  1 2 2 3 
Fuel Cards 60             
Credit Card 60             
Diploma & Cert III 2 2 2 2 2     1 1 2 
Stores Info sessions 60             
Traffic Management  1    5       10 
LGMA Supervisors Training 12  12          
IWPEA & water related Events 1  2       1   
Pool Safety Inspector   2          
Safety Auditor           1  
Bitumen Seal Workshop  1           
Heritage & Enviro Workshop  25            
HR Related Events   1          
First Aid & CPR    59         
Pool Lifeguard    24         
Snake Awareness    46         
Working at Heights       9      
WHS Representative Course       7      
Forklift Licence       6      
ACDC (Rural Services)       2      
Planning Conference   1          
Compliance Officer Training   2          
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Safety Committee Meeting  

The next Safety Committee will be held on Friday the 17th of August 2018 at 2:30pm.  
 
 
 

Attachments 

Nil  
 

Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Finance Information Report as at 31 July 2018 

DATE: 07.08.18  

AGENDA REF: ICFS3 

AUTHOR: Tracey Lee - Manager Finance Services  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Monthly Finance Information Report for the period ended 31 July 2018.  
 
 

 
Please note that these results are not final. Entries to finalise will be completed during July and final results will 
be reflected in the ledger after completion of the external audit process in September. The following provides 
an overview of the possible areas of impact; 
 

Working Capital – assessment of reserve transfers and final accruals for employee benefits accounts 
are still to be finalised 

 

Attachments 

1. Monthly Finance Information Report as at 31 July 2018 ⇩  
   

 

Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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(IIFS) INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 

ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

IIFS1 MONTHLY REPORT FOR 
THE AUGUST 2018 
COUNCIL MEETING 

From the Director of Infrastructure Services - reporting for the 
month of August.  

384 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report for the August 2018 Council Meeting 

DATE: 03.08.18  

AGENDA REF: IIFS1 

AUTHOR: Catherine Rogan - Administration Officer  

  

 

Executive Summary 

From the Director of Infrastructure Services - reporting for the month of August. 
 
 

0701-Main Roads Works 

 Maintenance work carried out on behalf of the Transport and Main Roads (TMR) during the month is 
detailed in the attached RMPC Supervisor’s report.  
 

0702-Private Works  

   Nil 
 
0400-Council Roads / Streets / Bridge Works 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Works Supervisor’s report. 

 BSC17/18 QD03 – Demolish and Upgrade Approaches and Batters to Ballangarry Bridge. Works have 
been completed. 

 Kenny Lane, Loveday Lane and Arthur Street, St George, kerb and channel and stormwater run 
installation. Programmed works have been completed. Identified defects have been rectified and a 
preliminary seal will be applied using the jet patcher.  

 Grey Street Stage 3 works – the completion date has been extended to September 2018.  Construction 
of a Hadrian block wall commenced during July, while street lighting and vegetation planting is currently 
in the planning process. 

 The R2R Gravel Re-sheeting project continues. Works were completed on Narine Road. Gunnindaddy 
Road works commenced during the month with expected completion by end of July 2018.  

 Gravel maintenance grading was completed on Jakelwar-Goodooga Road during July 2018. 
 
0440-Aerodromes 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

 Purchase order was issued to Bureau of Meteorology (BOM) for the Automated Weather Information 
System (AWIS) in July 2018. 
 

0450-Plant and Equipment 

 Details are included in the attached Workshop Supervisor’s report. 
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0510-Housing 

 Routine maintenance is ongoing. 
  

0520-Recreation and Sport  

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

 Construction of the Dirranbandi Sports Facility continues. The concrete slab, timber wall framing and 
roof have now been completed. 

 Refurbishment of the Rowden Park Grandstand is scheduled to commence in August. 

 Struxi Design has been engaged to facilitate the preparation of the Rowden Park Strategic Plan. Draft 
strategic plan was completed in July 2018. A workshop will be scheduled for discussion with 
Councillors. 

 
0521-Swimming Pools  

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

 Items identified during the Dirranbandi Pool Committee AGM are being addressed by council staff. 

 Both Dirranbandi and St George swimming pools remain closed. 

 Struxi Design presented a concept proposal for the Thermal Spring at the St George swimming pool to 
Councillors at a workshop held on the 17th of July 2018. Estimates are currently being prepared for 
stage 1 and stage 2 works. 

 
0530-Parks and Gardens 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

 BSC17/18 Q13 – St George River Foreshore Canoe Ramp Carpark Upgrade. Works commenced in 
June 2018 with kerbing works completed at the end of July. Backfill will occur early August. Laying of a 
footpath from Church Street to the Riverwalk (canoe ramp end) is scheduled to commence early 
August 2018. 
  

0535-Halls/Civic/Cultural Centres 

 Routine maintenance is ongoing. 

 The renovation of the Old Health Department building into a training room and emergency 
management control room is continuing with expected completion early August 2018. 

 
0555-Showgrounds 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

 White rock will be carted in to the Hebel Showgrounds entrance in August 2018 as part of scheduled 
Capital Works. 
 

0615-Cemeteries 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

 Routine maintenance, including mowing, is ongoing. 
 
0620-Street Cleaning 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 
 
625-Public Conveniences 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor report. 
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4000-Urban Waste Water 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

 The St George Effluent Reuse Project – Only minor works are required to complete the installation of 
the Lateral Irrigator. These works are scheduled for completion in August 2018. 
 

5000-Urban Water 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

 Monthly consumption figures are given in the attached reports. 

 The fittings replacement program for the St George river water system continued requiring periodic 
shut downs of river water supply to the town. 
 

Capital/Special Maintenance Works Progress 

  As per the attached Infrastructure Directorate 2018/2019 spreadsheet.  
 
Meetings / Training 

 The monthly TMR/Balonne RMPC meeting was attended by TMR and Balonne Shire Council 
representatives. 

 
Current Tenders 

 

Attachments 

1. Road Maintenance Report - Period End 31 Jul 2018.pdf ⇩  
2. Road Construction Report - Period End 31 Jul 2018.pdf ⇩  
3. Plant Maintenance Report - Period End 31 Jul 2018.pdf ⇩  
4. Infrastructure Directorate 2018-19 Report - Period End 31 Jul 2018.pdf ⇩  
5. Town Maintenance Reports - IFS - Aug 2018 Council Meeting.pdf ⇩  
6. Balonne Shire Water Usage 2018-19 - Period End 31 Jul 2018.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Ross Drabble 
Director Infrastructure Services  
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(ICES) COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

ICES1 MONTHLY REPORT The Community & Environmental Sustainability Report for the 
month of July 2018 is presented for Council’s consideration.  

397 

ICES2 MONTHLY REPORT Manager of Rural Services report for July 2018 is presented to 
Council for information.  

421 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report 

DATE: 07.08.18  

AGENDA REF: ICES1 

AUTHOR: Mark Stanton - Acting Director Community and Environmental Services  

  

 

Executive Summary 
The Community & Environmental Sustainability Report for the month of July 2018 is presented for Council’s consideration. 
 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT APPROVALS 

Value of Building Works  

 
Council’s building certifier has approved building applications to the value of $0 for the month of July 2018. 
 
The value of building applications approved by private certification is $147 237 for the financial year so far.  
 
In total building applications – to the value of $147 237 has been approved so far this financial year. 

 
June 2018: 

BA 
No 

Applicant Owner Address Lot & Plan Builder Class Description  Value of 
Works  

Approval 
Date 

5154 Private 
Cert – 
Chris 
Easton 

Danny & Peta 
Wilkinson 

178 St 
Georges 
Terrace, ST 
GEORGE 

2SP200614 Mackay & 
Sons 

1a Relocatable 
Dwelling 

$80,000.00 06.07.18 

5158 Private 
Cert – 
Kevin 
Mizen 

Chris & Paula 
Wall 

425 Wagoo 
Road, ST 
GEORGE 

9SP299901 Josh 
Vickers 

10a Farm Shed  $ 67,237.00  22.07.18 

 
Development Applications 
 

 A development application for a material change of use (MCU) 162 has been received from the applicant for 121 Lindores 
Street, St George Lot 182 BLM1186. The application is at the Decision Part.  

 A development application for a material change of use (MCU) 163 has been received from the applicant for 12541 Paltridge 
Road, St George Lot 14 RP800276. The application is at the Decision Part.  

 A development application for a reconfiguration of a lot (RL) 95 has been received from the applicant for Whyenbah Road, St 
George affecting Lot 10 BLM364 and Lot 11 SP136684. The application is at the Application Part.  

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

 
Natural Environment: 

 General health inspections carried out.   

 There were no Notifiable diseases reported during July 2018 
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 There were three food recall actioned in July 2018 

 School’s Tree Day was scheduled for Friday 26 July 2018.  Council is awaiting photos of the schools planting. 
 

Local Laws: 

 Currently all Local Laws are under review.  

 The formal community consultation in regard to Local Laws has begun.   The closing date for the formal community consultation 
is 7 August 2018 

 Council’s Environmental Team has begun processing applications for owners of horses stabled within the town zones.  

 Letters have been sent to all owners of extra dogs advising them of the subsidised desexing program. 

 Letters have been sent to all pensioner owners of dogs advising them of the subsidised desexing program. 

 An email has been sent to the Aboriginal Housing Company advising them that their residents can take up Council’s offer in 
regards to the desexing clinics.  No responses have been received from this stakeholder has yet. 

  
Public Health: 

 Food Licences and Out Door Dining Permits are currently being processed. 
 
Waste Water Services: 

 Council’s sewerage treatment plants are currently operating in a good condition. 

 Waste water analysis continues.  This will now be carried out monthly to enable more compressive data collection. The next 
sampling dates will be 9 August 2018 to 15 August 2018.  Council will sample again on 9 August 2018 to ensure adequate data 
is continued for this date.  (This was Census date two years ago.)l   

 
Urban Water Supplies: 

 Weekly microbiological samples of St George’s bore water supply were taken and tested. 

 Samples were taken and tested from all other towns during the period. 
 

Waste Management: 

 The contract Tender Documents for the St George landfill is currently being advertised.  This tender will be administrated through 
lgtenderbox.com.au.   The closing date for this tender is Thursday 9 August 2018 

 Discussions are still continuing on the CRS which has now been delayed until 1 November 2018  
 Council has sent all sporting clubs an invitation (via email) to attend the CRS donation point seminar being hosted by Alliance 

Boomerang on 3 October 2018 at the Balonne Skills Centre. 
 The Waste Advisory Group will meet on Tuesday 7 August 2018 to discuss planning options on donation points within the Balonne 

Shire area. 
 An animal pit will be excavated to ensure disposal can be carried out during the “Balonne Boar Busters” competition scheduled for 10-

13 August 2018. 
 

St George landfill    

 The landfill site is presently operating in a reasonable condition.  

 The oil  drop is currently on a rotation with JJ Richards and will be emptied every 16 weeks 
 
Dirranbandi landfill 

 The landfill site is presently operating in a reasonable condition. 

 Overall maintenance has been carried out at the landfill.   

 The oil drop is currently on a rotation with JJ Richards and will be emptied every 16 weeks. 
 
Thallon landfill 

 The landfill site at Thallon is currently operating in a good condition.    

 A new trench will need to be excavated shortly 
 
Bollon landfill 

 The landfill site at Bollon is currently operating in a good condition.   
 
 
Hebel landfill 

 The landfill site at Hebel is currently operating in a good condition.   
 
Nindigully landfill 

 The landfill site at Nindigully is currently operating in a good condition 
   



 

 

ICES1 
 

Page 399 of 426 16 August 2018 

 

LOCAL LAWS (Animal Control) 

 

Information 
Other 

Animal 
Cat Dog 

Year to date 
from July 

2017 

Registered Animals   513 513 

Impoundments       

Euthanized       

Reunited with owners      

Status not determined 
/other 

     

Rehomed      

Other Animals      

WORKCAMP: 

Dirranbandi   306 
St George   392 

 
BALONNE SHIRE VISITOR INFORMATION CENTRE REPORT 

JULY 2018 
 
Visitation to the Balonne Shire 
JULY 2018 
 
There were 1894 visitors recorded for July 2018 through the Visitor Information Centre (VIC) in St George.  This is a decrease of 371 
compared to July 2017. 
The following is a breakdown of the location of the visitors.  

o Local Shire    20  

o New South Wales    724  

o Victoria   407  

o Queensland    451  

o South Australia   152  

o Northern Territory   0  

o Australian Capital Territory 26  

o Western Australia   26   

o Tasmania   72  

o Overseas/International  16  

 
The VIC also received 70 tourism related phone enquiries, 1 Information Package sent out and 13 email/internet tourism related 
enquiries during July. 
 

Visitor Numbers through 
Balonne Shire Visitor Information Centre 
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DIRRANBANDI RTC  
 
JULY 2018 
There were 511 visitors recorded for July 2018 through the Dirranbandi Rural Transaction Centre (RTC), when compared to 309 
visitors in July 2017 this is an increase of 202 visitors through the RTC. 
The following is a breakdown of the location of the visitors.  

o Queensland:  163 

o New South Wales:   83  

o Victoria:   145 

o Other Australia:   94 

o Overseas:   14 

 
 
VOLUNTEER PROJECT AND ACTIVITIES  

 Volunteers staffed the Visitor Information Centre for 127.75 hours of the 212 hours it was open during July. 

 
TOURISM DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES  

 Acting Tourism Development Officer & Tourism Services Officer conducted a Famil of the shire and delivery of the new 
Travellers’ Guide on the 28th July with all towns visited except Bollon. Famil of Bollon scheduled for 10th August 2018.    

 The Cotton Farm & Winery tours are still being delivered each week. Feedback has been positive although the numbers 
per weekly tour are down on previous year.   

 
 
TOURISM ORGANISATION REPRESENTATION 
 
 Adventure Way Promotions Group  

 Future Adventure Way Promotion Group General Meeting will be held on Monday, 8 October 2018. 

 
The Great Inland Way Promotions Group  
 No correspondence received.  

 
 Southern Queensland Country Tourism (SQCT) 

 The information and newsletters have been forwarded out to our Operators for their information.  

 Membership renewal has been paid for the 2018/19 financial year.  

 
 
MEETINGS AND TRAINING  

 The Balonne Shire Tourism Meetings will be held on the following dates:  
o Wednesday, 19 September 2018 

o Wednesday, 12 December 2018 

. 
Acting Tourism Development Officer & Tourism Services Officer attended a Digital Media Training Workshop 19th & 
20th July 2018, for further development from the SWRED training and digital asset capture. This will enable staff to 



 

 

ICES1 
 

Page 401 of 426 16 August 2018 

 

market our Shire directly in line with our Tourism Strategy and adjoining Shires throughout the South West region.  As 
a result of this training, the St George and Surrounds Facebook page has been established with currently 193 likes.   

 
COMMUNITY AND LIBRARIES 

  
Library Services 

 
BSC Library Stats & Commentary 

July 2018 

     

 Storytime this month was “Dreamtime”. 

 Sabina travelled to Goondiwindi for a Family History Professional Development. 

 Pasty kemp visited St George and Dirranbandi libraries for A Meet the Author and told us about her book 

Drovers Daughter. 

    

Community Group/organisation meeting minutes for Council’s information: 

 Thallon Progress Association (TPA) meeting 1 August 2018 

 Community Education Forum (CEF) meeting 23 July 2018 

 Dirranbandi RTC meeting 13 July 2018 
 
 
Community Sponsorship, Donations and Grants – as at 31 July 2018 
 
As at 31 July 2018 Council has approved a total of one (1) request for assistance through the Community Donation, Sponsorship 
and Grants program totalling $2,000.00, compared to five (5) applications in 2017-18 with a total value of $3,635.00. 

  
 

 
 

Attachments 

1. TPA - minutes 1 August 2018 ⇩  
2. CEF- minutes 23 July 2018 ⇩  
3. Dirranbandi RTC minutes 13 July 2018 ⇩  
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Mark Stanton 
Acting Director Community and Environmental Services  
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Meeting Details 

Date WEDNESDAY, August 1
st

 2018 

Location Thallon Hall HACC Annex  

Meeting Opened  6:12pm 

Attendees Treasurer - Bill Johnson (BJ), Cr Robbie Paul (RP), Richard Crook (RC), Jane Corbett (JC)  Liz Hill (LH), Leanne Brosnan (LB)  Mayor Richard Marsh (RM) 

Apologies   Shirley Southern David Hill, Bill Willis, Chantelle Nilon 

Chairperson Jane Corbett 

Previous Minutes Recorded as a true and accurate record: Moved: Leanne Brosnan 2
nd

  Robbie Paul 

Acronyms (TCS) Thallon Community Services Ltd, (BSC) Balonne Shire Council, (CWA) Thallon Daymar Branch QCWA. 

Topic Discussion Action 

Business Arising 
from previous 
meeting 

 
1.Tourism  

 Lindsay has managed to solve most issues around roaming tourists by erecting extra guide posts 
along highway near Park and behind Club House at Recreation Grounds and also extra directional 
signage around Rec/Camp Grounds. 

 Grain Corp Regional Manager Brad Foster has confirmed plans are in place for Grain Corp to fence 
silos sight to prevent unauthorized access 

 Council has submitted applications to TMR Roma for 3 Silos Directional Signs on Noondoo Road 
and T Section with Carnarvon Highway. 

 Robbie Paul confirmed Council has not submitted an application to TMR re passing lane for road 
between school and Rec Grounds – they are waiting for consultants to finish master plan of 
Thallon Camp Grounds. What Community Consultation. LB asked  is any intended once plan is 
released before it is enacted? 

 Extensive pick up in tourists and Social Media since Back Roads Program aired. 
 
2. Moonie River Bridge – no further updates 
 
3. Council Asset Audit – 

 Information on Wombat lease received from Council – read and discuss. 30 years @$2 per annum 

 Nothing further at this stage on Railway Club House. 
 
4. Merchandise 

 
 
 
Sign on fence requesting people 
to be respectful and not park 
too close to cemetery.  
 
 
 
 
RP said plan will presented for 
community consultation. 
 
 
 
 
RM said TMR are aware and 
know timeframe is limited 
 
 
RJ moved we pay entire $60 2nd 
Liz Hill 

Thallon Progress Association (TPA) 
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 Revised invoice received for Wine Coolers with discount now pd 

 Wine has been big seller and more ordered – considering expanding range. Issues with some of the 
labels. 

 Sunprints very tardy with ordering New Merchandise despite Leanne requesting it on 16/7 – 
various excuses tendered. All invoices have now been pd and merchandise ordered but will still be 
several weeks until it arrives. 

 Thanks to BG for paying invoice for Silos Stubby Coolers to speed up delivery, he will now only 
need to pay additional 25% for this stock. 

 Leanne asked Errol from Outback Embroidery to come to Thallon and quote on merchandise – he 
is likely to be more expensive but should be better quality and more reliable. Will have quotes for 
discussion at next Progress Meeting.  

 SB has created latest invoices for BG to pay – so far over $4571 merchandise has been sold with a 
profit for Progress of approx. $914 

 
5.Barney’s Beach  

 RP was to speak with Jamie Gory re possible riparian fencing (600m) 

 RP advised that Jamie has left Council. 

 After discussion it was decided to leave it.  
 
6. Affordable Housing/TCS Update  

 RC spoke about TCS Reference Panel discussion and subsequently they have chosen blocks on 
Bullamon Street and waiting for vendor to sign contract. Hoping to raise $ from Community and 
Council – have had community members offer interest free loans. May be good to have this 
finalised in time for next round of Building Better Regions. (also refer to RCs Email) 

 Letter drafted for Council requesting that they match community pledges dollar for dollar 

 LH to present to Richard Marsh and Robbie Paul. 
7. Recreation Ground Club House Facilities  

 Awaiting decision of FRRR Tackling Tougher Times Grant. 

 Issue of steps still to be solved. Still only have quote from Tim Obrien.  

 Suggestion to auction stamp at Grazing at the Wateringhole to raise funds for this 

 RC moved that Progress pay ½ of cost and with contributions from other clubs we can go ahead 
with Tim’s quote 2nd BG 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LB to order 20 tea towels with 
Silo image and Thallon 
Queensland 
Need to sell for $10  
 
 
 
LB to ask Lindsay to remove 
Barney’s Beach sign and place 
on existing Council sign post on 
River. 
 
 
 
LB to write to Fishing Club, P&C, 
Tennis Club and Cricket Club to 
ask them to contribute towards 
fixing stairs. 
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8.  ANZAC Paving Grant  

 LB consulted with Ed Willis and submitted FRRR Cotton Growers Grant to pay for paving $5558.33  

 Grant ceiling $5000 – so Progress/Community Groups will need to make $558.33 cash contribution 
if grant is successful. 

 LB proposes that funding for remaining commemorative pavers $1351.79 and James’ landscaping 
$522.50 be sort under Saluting our Service Grant application which has a ceiling of $4000. 

 
 
 
 
9. Town Water   

 LH received proposal and quote from Saltfree Desalination Australia -Liz shared details for   
discussion. 

 LH suggested Brian Shulz needs to come up and consult with community and Council. 

 Follow up with other towns who have this installed. 

 On RPs recommendation an executive decision was made to ask Council to put this as Thallon’s top 
priority for consideration at Grants funding workshop to be held in StGeorge on Thursday where 
Council prioritizes list of shovel ready projects for upcoming BBR Grant application. 

 LB emailed Matthew Magin to ask for change to occur – top priorities had already been around 
improved water quality and supply so the Desal proposal was seen as a better alternative to Raw 
Water projects.  

 LB also contacted Bollon (Victoria Nancarrow) to make them aware of proposal being put to 
Council and has sent them desal information. 

 RM spoke about ongoing costs that the community would have to bare & issue of depreciation. 

 LH raised cost of hot spa in StGeorge and RM said they had a larger population to spread costs but 
RC said Thallon should have the same water quality as StGeorge. 

 LH questioned cost as far as liveability – how far Thallon’s appearance had gone back in the time 
we have had bore water. 

 Is drilling a new bore to get down to better quality an option? 

 JC asked if Council would support this solution if Progress were to gain funding for it and asked 
that Council provide feedback on our request. 

 RP asked if there was any worth in revisiting Raw Water Quote? 

 Further discussion in September meeting after LH has been in contact with Brian Shulz 

 
 
 
 
LB to submit S our S Grant App. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LH to contact Brian Shulz and 
ask for towns it has been 
installed in and other costs. 
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10. Tourism Workshop  

 Training to be conducted Thursday 2nd 10:00am to 1:00pm. 

 Joanne Bray Toowoomba Visitor Information Centre and 2 volunteers. 

 Budget – discuss how remaining funds are to be spent at September meeting. 

 Invite Ambassadors to attend Progress meetings to share experiences. 
 
11. Proposed Annual Event (Moonie River Music)  

 LB has quotes and all CVs from Artists. Currently working on Arts Impact Grant from Arts 
Queensland, will submit by end of August so we will have decision by end of November.  

 Detailed run down of budget and arrangements at September meeting. 
 
 
 

12. Finances  

 Internet Banking – all forms signed – should be able to be used as soon as pins etc. arrive. 
 
 
13. ABC Backroads  - Thallon Episode  

 ABC sent link to program and SB burnt copied onto 2 x DVDs for Thallon Library to be kept at 
Library. 

 Commercial DVD of series will be available later in the year and could be purchased for library for 
people to borrow.  
 

14. Naming of Thallon Recreation Ground 

 LH drafted email to Council (thanks Liz) and LB submitted. 

 Response received and it will be considered at August Council meeting. 
 
15. Drought Community Grant 

 Thallon Christmas Tree application for $2000 successful. 
 

 16. Grazing at the Watering Hole 

 Continuing to work with Kelly Timmins on this – most arrangements in place. 

 
LB to invite several 
ambassadors to attend 
September meeting. 
 
 
 
Place Date Claimers - 30 March 
2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LB to do  Date Claimer for 
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 Request for funding through Sponsorship Program unsuccessful so Council strongly suggested we 
reapply through Drought Funding Application. Have submitted this and this will be considered in 
August Council Meeting. 

 Delay has not been ideal but planning to begin promotion next week and tickets will go on sale 
after decision from Council Meeting as this will affect ticket price.  

 P&C has confirmed they will run bar on the night and $ go to Drought Appeal. 
17. Telecommunications  

 Thanks to LH for completing most of application – LB submitted. 
18. Combined Community Health Forum 

 Discussion at July meeting re holding a Forum on a Saturday in October…with guest speakers and 
topics from Mungindi Ambulance, Thallon Police, and My Health record. 

19. RADF application for Dion Cross Metal Sculpture Workshop. 

 Liz and Lena have almost completed this ready for submission – LH delivered detail of project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

StGeorge Calendar and 
Mungindi Progress Assoc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JC to contact people to organize 
and report back at next 
meeting. 

 
Treasurer’s 
Report 

 
Transactions:  
Bank Opening Balance 01.07.2018   $7995.16 
Donations/Funding/Grants –$2000 Balonne Shire Council Christmas  
Interest    $87.70  
Merchandise sales (Hotel Francis) Inv  $305.50 and $973.00 
TOTAL Deposits = $ 3366.30 
 
Presented Cheques (Debit withdrawals)  
TOTAL DEBIT Withdrawals  $2365.42 
Bank Closing Balance 31.07.2018 $8996.04 
 
Balance of Term Deposits   
1. TTC $8,901.28 
2. General  $8687.75 

  
 
 
Also see detailed Treasurer’s 
report 
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2. Youth Club $1,195.37 
    Bullamon Restoration $117.50 
    Combined general funds $8687.75 

BJ moved 2nd JC the financial 
report be accepted, all in favor, 
Carried 
 

Inward 
Correspondence: 

 Emails relating to Country Music event for March 2019 

 Emails relating to proposed “Grazing at the Watering Hole” event 

 Emails from Council re Drought Funding 

 Emails regarding Tourism Ambassador Training 

 Email from Council regarding William the Wombat Lease and Naming Rec Ground. 

 

Outward 
Correspondence- 

 As above 

 Community Drought Funding Application Submitted for “Grazing at the Watering Hole” 

 FRRR Cotton Growers Grant Submitted.       

 
LB moved that correspondence 
be accepted   Seconded: BJ. 

General Business 1. Update Community Action Plan for discussion in November Progress Meeting. 

 Priorities from this will drive future budget requests. 

 RM suggest we have ours organised by end of December. 
2. LH submitted CWA catering invoice for Tourism Ambassadors. 
3. LB submitted receipt from Office Works for Tourism Ambassadors training. 
4. LH said CWA received Drought Funding to enable access to Tourist Activities in StGeorge – she said 

it would be good for Tourism Ambassadors to attend. LB asked Liz to make this known to the 
Tourism Ambassadors 

There being no further business the meeting closed.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Meeting Closed 8:00pm Next Meeting Tuesday 4
th

 September 2018 at 6pm Subject to Council approval for HACC 
Building. 
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Date: 23 July, 2018 Time: 3:30pm 

Venue: St George Primary School   

 
Welcome:  Chair  Sam Davies                                        Secretariat Alison Fisher 

Attendees: Sam Davis, Alison Fisher, Brendan Redinger, Chrissy Southward, Marli Smit, Joy Weatherall, Casey Smith, Vicky Parker,  Shaun Lacey,  Mareea Lochel,  Ronnie 
Kostaschuk, Shaun Lacey, Cresta Overs, Jolean Troutman, Mareea Lochel, Michelle Dohle. Chris Smith, Gavin Waters,  

Apologies: Jeff Anderson, Tina Kirby, Kellie Davies, Brendan Redinger, Lara Waters 

Minutes of previous meeting – Accepted;  Joy Weatherall Seconded; Daniel Davis  

Action Item 

1.  
Agenda Items 

  

2.  

Reports from Representative Groups 
 

St George State School 

 Current enrolment 229.5 (some Distance Ed students + ECDP student) 

 Cognitive Coaching PD coming up that a number of staff (9) will be attending 

 Profiling PD –  

 Jodi (IEAL/D Officer) – looking at our Indigenous students and how best to support them 

 Re-organising facilities, such as conference space in back of the Resource Centre. 

 Induction process for volunteers 

 New staff – Emily Goody (1/2A), Jenaya Sherriff (3/4B) and Venetia Scrutin (The Arts) 

 Speech Language Pathologist has been employed in conjunction with the High School 

 Athletics Carnival this Friday 

 AAP Training (Age Appropriate Pedagogy) being held at the Primary School – 7
th

 August 

 Transition Planning Meeting @ Primary School, 30/07/18 @ 3:15pm 
 

St George High School 

 Dental van at HS in the next week. Unable to see any child without parent 

 ‘New Senior’ coming in, in 2019 – parent information 6
th

 August; assessment block (17
 
days) so some routine things will have to be changes, such as 

formal date etc 
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 New Acting deputy starts next week – Nick Hutchinson 

 Awesome Athletics Carnival last week 

 Parent/Teacher interviews tomorrow night from 3:30pm – 6pm – still have vacancies 

 Blitz on students out of class; reducing number and length of time students out of class; consequences  
 

Balonne Kindergarten 

 3 new enrolments 
 

NCC Early Learners 

 59% capacity 

 Pyjama Day last week – well supported by families – could do it as a whole community for next year 

 Possibly support R U OK? Day – September, 13
th

 – (yellow) as a community  
 

Aboriginal Housing 

 Sport and Rec - Western Rivers Cup (tennis) next Tuesday – potential to compete in Darwin in September. Supported by Australian Tennis. 

 Enrichment and Vacation Care Programme – steering committee meeting tomorrow; interviews tomorrow for Co-ordinator and support worker 

 NAIDOC Week Committee – opening/march on Monday, photo display, vacation care activities, Junior Awards, stalls and food, Golf Day, Bowls, Ball 
 
BSC (Balonne Shire Council) 

Mareea Lochel recruited Community Collective and Well Being Services Co-ordinator; advertising for Community Support person to back fill Mareea’s 
old position. 

 Non-Indigenous Community Support Person 
 

PLO (police Liaison Officer) 

 Student Protection Fact Sheet – awareness 

 CEF Partnership Agreement to be sent out for people to look at, edit and sign. 

 Adopt-a-Cop process to be revived in the near future. 
 

RATEP report (in absentia) 

 3 new EOI in ECEC, 2 of which have enrolled as of today. (1 into Cert3 ECEC and other Diploma ECEC) 
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 1 new EOI B.Ed. ECEC (I am doing initial ground work to expedite this) 

 New Uni student enrolment @ Dirranbandi (General Primary)  

 3 new EOI in Diploma for 2019 

 Current numbers 10 

 Projected numbers (2019)  16 

 The inclusion of ECEC will vary instructional hours for myself to evening/ weekend sessions to cater for those working. 

 Leanne Draper-Taylor completed studies last Term and is now a qualified teacher. (I am looking forward to the opportunity of mentoring her). 

 Will be requesting teachers @ State School to support Cert 3 ( Yr 12 High School students) with upcoming practicum. Will be discussing this with Ronnie 

3.  

General Business 
Good News Stories 
SGSS  

 Mounted Police visited for approximately an hour; keen to return and visit all the schools - positive education experiences; 

 Visits to the Mani Tribes Art Gallery as part of our NAIDOC Week – amazing experience 

 Joel Thompson visit – very successful; shout-out for St George on the ‘Footy Show’; Trivia Night; Men’s Group; kicking footy around with kids; keen to 
return 

BSC 

 Andre Moore Clinic (basketball player)  – happened on the school holidays; lots of positive feedback  

4.  Next Meeting Date: 27/08/18 

Meeting closed:  4:30pm 
 
School Holidays;  
21 September – 7 October 
14 December 
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(Future Dates - 17/09/18; 15/10/18; 19/11/18) 
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DIRRANBANDI RURAL TRANSACTION CENTRE 

MANAGEMENT MEETING MINUTES 

13 July 2018 
 

 
Present: Richard Bucknell, (chair) Duncan Banks, Mareea Lochel, Pam Crothers, Fran Hetherington, Barb McMillan 
Apologies: Robyn Rigby, Lynda Parbury, Julie Perrottet, staff supervisor Norma Duffey  
Moved that the apologies be accepted by Dick Bucknell, seconded Pam Crothers. CARRIED 
 
Meeting opened 9.05am 
 
Minutes of previous meeting held 20 June 2018 were circulated.  Amendments were called for.  Moved Fran Hetherington, Seconded Pam 
Crothers, that the minutes be accepted.   CARRIED 
  
NORMA DUFFEY / RTC SUPERVISOR report was circulated prior to the meeting.   
Matters arising from Report :  

 CLEANING Improvement noted.   

 Tia training with QLD TRANSPORT – 19-20 July in St George with Lara Lee 

 DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES – Gavin Collins will be attending for the next visit planned for Rural Outreach Support 

 LIBRARY & VISITOR INFORMATION DATA FORMS – dramatic increase in visitor numbers over the past six weeks especially 

 TOURIST BROCHURES created in house – the Committee congratulated Norma for efforts.  Committee have asked that these brochures 
all have the RTC logo in colour on the front page, and full name & contact information (phone/email) prominent on the back page.  The 
current recognition of RTC is not easy to find. 
Mud Map of Rail & River area…Pam advised that this map was available on the R&R landscape plan.  She will email Norma accordingly.  
Norma to proceed with her map in consultation with the landscape plan. 
The “Pair of Jeans” sheet generated by RTC Staff was displayed.  It was confirmed that this sheet should cost $4 and should also display 
the RTC logo and contact details. 
Committee requested that staff keep a record of when they are required to assist customers to access their MyGov account for 
Committee information 
Question for Norma: do Cubbie do their vehicle registrations at RTC?  We know both Deshons and Barry Smith do this, and it is very 
valuable for our transaction turnover.  Please note the stakeholder income for the new financial year has been considerably decreased 
due to drop off in TMR transactions. 
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Business arising from previous the minutes… 

ITEM DISCUSSION/ACTION REQUIRED WHEN BY WHOM CLOSED 

Cubbie tourist 
presentation  

Hebel Store are operating Cubbie Tours.  
The cost of music and voiceover for the 
Cubbie video has been quoted at $1500.   
As an immediate measure Pam suggested 
we run the video on a continuous loop so 
travelers can see the machinery etc. 

Ongoing 
For 2018 
season 

An application to FRRR has been 
submitted for the cost of music & 
voiceover and a 55inch tv wall mounted. 
Awaiting outcome                       BARB 
Pam suggested the Railway interviews 
could also be run on the tv once in place. 

 

Q GAP BUSINESS & 
MARKETING PLAN 

2018/9 version.  Barb has asked staff to 
contribute ideas to the marketing plan by 21 
June 

PRIORITY No marketing ideas have been 
received from staff however Smart 
Services have advised they are reviewing 
the information/format of  both the 
business and market plans to be 
submitted, so this is on hold pending 

 

RV STRATEGY OUTCOME not yet known. Council expect 
consultants report mid March and will then 
make decisions 

 To be tabled at July Council Meeting for 
vote by Councillors 

 

Upgrade office 
counter and retail 
area 

Need funding and also a professional plan 
for the area.  WORK team could be involved 

ongoing Barb  

Keys to RTC Keys have been cut for Tia, Dick, Duncan and 
Barb but they are incorrect and need to be 
returned to Mitre 10.  Meantime Tia has Sue 
Burnett’s keys. 

URGENT Keys are proving difficult to cut 
successfully as Sue King does not hold the 
original key.  One correct key to hand 

 

Grants Officer Stephanie Price is appointed and has met 
with Pam and Barb.  Needs to be on the 
lookout for suitable RTC specific grants 

Ongoing Dick/Barb  
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Economic 
Development 
Officer 

No appointment has been made as yet. 
Once appointed, Dick to discuss options for 
RTC 

Ongoing KERRYN SUTTOR has been appointed 
acting EDO  Barb to contact her and any 
permanent appointee re an additional 
stakeholder for RTC – moved Pam 
Crothers, seconded Dick Bucknell that 
Barb take on this role.  Carried 

 

RTC Markets Held Thursday of CWA – two stallholders.  
Now to be 2nd Thursday at 9.30 from June 

Ongoing Pam 
DECIDED TO CANCEL THIS ACTIVITY 

CLOSED 

MANAGER’S 
POSITION –interim 
measure 

As we cannot afford the extra cost of a 
Manager, Duncan to talk to Anna McMillan 
regards becoming book keeper for RTC as a 
stand alone position.  Same hourly rate as 
other staff. 

ONGOING DUNCAN  

MANAGER’S 
POSITION 

In order that a suitable Manager can be 
engaged, it is essential we create enough 
business to allow two persons per shift.  
Dick has pressed Council to have a staff 
member based in Dirranbandi to assist with 
this coverage.  Essential we get EDO on 
board with this. 

ONGOING EVERYONE  

PARCELS OFFICE Pam would like RTC to hold key for tourists 
to collect and open Parcels Office 
themselves.  $5 deposit returned when key 
returned.  Key to have large tag attached to 
ensure not overlooked. 

ongoing PAM  

 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Duncan presented a list of receipts and payments for June for appraisal and comment, together with a financial snapshot at 12.7.18.   
Moved by Duncan Banks, seconded by Fran Hetherington that the Treasurer’s report be accepted.  CARRIED 
 
Business arising from the Treasurer’s Report: 
Duncan to forward all relevant information to Bodkins for Auditing.  Staff are now receiving their payslips automatically via email when wages 
are paid.   
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Financial snapshot attached page 7 
 
Correspondence: 
CORRESPONDENCE IN: 
Smart services Qld: Business and marketing plans 2018/9 – on hold while changes to existing process are being made 
FRRR confirmation of grant application receipt : grant application #835 
HUMAN SERVICES: agent and access point program invitation agent services – originally signed by Sabrina Khan as her name was embedded in 
the document.  This has been over ridden and re-signed by me as Secretary RTC Committee.  Letter of acceptance received. 
David Hourigan – Human Services: visiting Dirran July 25 earliest time possible  
 Online training access for me to undertake as I have signed the agent services agreement 
QGAP lead agency agreement : extension forwarded for appraisal and response 
Smart Services: Sydney Fogg: confirmation of EFTPOS terminal ID 
 
CORRESPONDENCE OUT: 
June meeting minutes circulated 
Golden West Apprenticeships – is RTC interested in offering work experience to Jaimie Stewart 
BSC: Mareea: confirming “meet the author” event Friday 13 July 

response to letter re Community Drought Support program 
To RTC Staff: letter regarding disappointment with uptake of cleaning duties 
 Notice of staff meeting Thursday 5 July to discuss matters before Dick goes overseas 
Application to FRRR for professional video completion & tv 
Smart Services: Sydney Fogg: email of EFTPOS terminal ID  
Katie at TRM Goondiwindi re training for Tia … 
Lara Lee @ QGAP St George: confirming arrangement to have Tia undertake training 19&20 July 
Norma @ RTC: thank you to Norma for contacting Smart Services regards the slow internet access of the TRM hard drive.  Both the computer 
desktop and hard drive are over 4 years old, and apparently should be upgraded after three years.   
 
  
BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE: 
Work experience for Jaimie Stewart – committee discussed this, and it was moved by Pam Crothers, seconded by Duncan Banks, that she be 
offered work experience in the Library only, with the additional opportunity to take tourists over to the parcels office, and talk to them in the 
entry area.  Carried. 
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General Business: 
Everyone is asked to come up with ways to increase income at the RTC. 

ITEM DISCUSSION/ACTION REQUIRED WHEN BY WHOM CLOSED 

STAFF MEETING  
5 JULY 

Executive met with Norma only.  Constructive general 
discussion with minutes circulated to staff and 
Committee. 

  CLOSED 

Fax machine Has been replaced, and is now operating well.  Thank you Dick CLOSED 

Cash register Has been installed, and Norma has programmed for 
four categories of sales. 

 Norma to instruct 
other staff re use 

CLOSED 

RTC DIARY The CWA diary was passed around.  Committee 
thought this was an excellent opportunity to promote 
RTC.  Duncan Banks moved, Pam Crothers seconded 
that RTC purchase 50 diaries.  Carried  Cost is 7.69 
each plus any set up fees 

TO show RTC 
LOGO and 
contact details 

BARB  

TOURIST 
BROCHURES 

CREATED IN HOUSE … covered in comments re 
Norma’s Supervisors report 

   

ROBYN’S 
SUGGESTION 

That a locked fresh water tap be stationed in the R&R 
precinct with access available to tourists for a fee. 
Mareea felt this was a Council matter.  Also, water 
available at truck stop when using dump point. 

  CLOSED 

RTC CUSTOMER 
SURVEY 

Barb has circulated the preliminary work on a 
community survey re RTC services.  This was worked 
through with additional lines to include: 
Do you use the RTC services? 
Do you value the RTC services? 
Would you like to receive more information regards 

Ongoing BARB  
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RTC services?                     Optional: contact details 
Barb has suggested this be revisited August meeting 
for circulation September.  Duncan suggested an 
online survey via surveymonkey as well. 

INTERNET ACCESS 
FOR RTC 
COMPUTER 

Duncan Banks moved, Pam Crothers seconded that 
Barb purchase a prepaid internet usb for the RTC 
Computer 

 BARB  

 
Meeting closed 10.10am 
 

Next meeting: to be advised  
 
DATE CLAIMER: SENIORS MORNING TEA AT LIBRARY, DIETICIAN GUEST SPEAKER, Tuesday 14 August 10am 

Invitations to be circulated Tuesday 24 July… please advise if there is anyone special you 
would like to be invited apart from the usual mailing list 
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Dirranbandi RTC Financial Snapshot 

            $ 

Bank Balance 12/7/18      59 789 

Outstanding Invoices 

 BSC         16 532 
 Uni Southern QLD            629 
 

TOTAL        76950 

 

LESS LIABILITIES  

Wages Tax (by Reckon)      5 719 
Super   “       4 410 
GST Payable  “      3 800 
 

TOTAL        13 929 
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NET POSITION      $   63 021 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report 

DATE: 06.08.18  

AGENDA REF: ICES2 

AUTHOR: Karl Hempstead - Manager Rural Services  

  

 

Executive Summary 
Manager of Rural Services report for July 2018 is presented to Council for information. 
 

 

Stock Routes General/Drover 
Current stock route travel permits ongoing:- 

 Moolabah Agriculture PTY LTD – TP05054 Permit number, for 700 cattle to move from Mooramanna 
to Moonie Highway – Mitchell Road. Left Balonne Shire end of July and are currently on Waroo Bridge 
side of Maranoa Regional Council. 

 Peter Cookson – TP 002747. Koomalah through to Mitchell road boundary. Bill Skinner, drover is 
currently at ‘chippaway water facility’ – permit changed to travel from Boolba along stock route to 
Rutherglen Road onto Mourilyan Road. 

 John Sykes – Drover started with 630 head of Hereford cattle 27 August is now currently around 
Thallon and heading towards St George – permit to be reviewed once drover reaches St George.  

 Ben Hill returning to head home back to ‘Box Plains early in August – permit to start on 7th August 
2018 for 49km travel (5 days) 
 

Pest Animals: 
 

 Grid and fence inspection at ‘Donna Downs’, ‘Fern lee’ & 
‘Boanbirra’. 
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 Fence forum (Rate loan scheme funding) 23rd & 24th July 

 Request from Sinclair Hill at ‘ Donna Downs ‘for grids and fence wings to be placed from exclusion fencing to 
Council Road Reserve, this has been finalised, works to commence shortly. Council approved at 19 July 
meeting. 

 Slow progression with QMDC to place field cameras out for aerial campaign funded under the pest initiative 
project. Cameras now to be placed from the 13th August – 22nd August. Aerial baiting to commence 2nd week in 
September. Manager Rural Services to re-establish communications with landholders with Ag force member 
from the 7th August until the 9th August around ‘Silver Springs’ Area. 

 Wild Dog Advisory Committee meeting organised for the 15th August and meeting to discuss a 5 year plan for 
pest management that will integrate with the proposed Biosecurity Plan. 

Pest Plants: 

No current spraying being carried out due to the season. 

 

QMDC WEED SPRAYING PROGRAM 
 
As per July report – no changes. 
 
No current spraying at this time of year however Balonne Shire Council is still waiting for verification of $90,000 worth of 
funding for RMPC road side spraying for 2018/2019 financial year. Included is a request for further $35,000 for renewal 
of Shire fire breaks. 
 
CORAL CACTUS – “BOOLIGAR”’ 
 
Ongoing – but limited action taken due to climate conditions – the bio release tends to slow down during winter month’s 
which reduces activity.  

 
PARTHENIUM 
 
QMDC and Balonne Shire Council will be conducting a morning sausage sizzle (field day/work shop) for 
educating landholders and community members on the correct identification of parthenium – QMDC and Rural 
Services still negotiating dates for this event – sometime at the end of the this reporting period. 
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WASH DOWN BAY 
Investigation has begun into a new remote access a system (user pay i.e. a token) to allow a customer to start the unit 
for wash-down. Vehicles are using the facility by appointment.  
 

Town Commons and Firebreaks: 

As per June reporting period: 

Are currently suffering due to drought conditions, however 3 are not being utilised to the full extent that being Thallon, 
Bollon and Dirranbandi – there is stock on Hebel, St George and being monitored. 

 
Vehicle Usage: 
 
The Rural Service Department Utility Number 3515 has travelled 1220km in this reporting period.  
 
General: 
 
Over the reporting period there has been a continuous drover presence on our stock route network with some issues 
arising from this activity, however nothing significant to warrant a full report. The main concern with continuous 
movement of stock is the physical impact on infrastructure (water facilities) this is an immediate financial burden to 
Queensland local governments’ and reimbursed back through capital works programs. The Shire has suffered damage 
to three water points that has required part replacement and repairs and will be covered through the 2018/19 capital 
works program.  
 
 

    
 
Above – Mona tank leaking from damaged float valve and Right is damage half-moon trough from stock route travel over 
the reporting period. 
 
Due to the moderate use of the stock route network over the past several months the pasture levels are now at critical 
and it with 3 x drovers still using the network this should then ensure that there will not be any further activity until 
sufficient rainfall has increased pasture percentages. 
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On another issue regarding stock route reserves the Manager of Rural Services and Director Jamie Gorry visited 
Nindigully regarding illegal camping on stock route camping and water reserves (Bindle). The visit was to discuss with a 
concerned community member, camping issues around Nindigully especially on the ‘Bindle Reserve’ adjacent the old 
bridge. As a result of the visit, fencing was proposed to block off access to ‘Bindle’, mitigation signage to be placed on 
old bridge to stop people utilising it for fishing and stop any injury or death in the future and to inspect Nindigully weir for 
scouring, which was noticeable. 
 
 
 

    
Scouring at Nindigully Weir                                   Mitigation signage for bridge Nindigully. 
 
With regards to pest animal management it has been a solid reporting period with the wild dog fence forum being held on 
the 23rd and 24th of July. As everyone is aware the forum was a key to see how many interested parties are willing to 
progress with the rates loan scheme (Longreach Proposal). QTC who generously supported the forum will now work 
vigorously with the Balonne Shire to hopefully create a business plan to progress the project into the future. A letter has 
been drafted and mailed out to all landholders that sent in an Expression of Interest which was calculated to be around 
125 participants. 
 
On ground it has been busy with mapping the fences within the Shire and the Manager of Rural Services has been 
supported by Cameron Wilson (DAF Charleville) to assist. It is envisaged that the maps will be displayed at the 
upcoming Wild Dog Advisory Committee meeting to be held on the 15th August in conjunction with a Pest Management 
Forum to discuss a 5 year plan regarding the control of predatory pests within the Shire to be affiliated with the new 
biosecurity plan which is soon to be developed. 
 
With regards to the aerial baiting program – the rural services department is progressing slowly waiting for officers from 
QMDC to help place field cameras from the 13th August to the 22nd August. Skyela Kruger from Ag force will be joining 
forces with the Manager of Rural Services from the 7th August until 9th to reaffirm support from land owners in the Silver 
Spring area. 
 
There has been around 20 scalps presented to the Shire during the reporting period and only a handful of landholders 
have baited – however this is quite common during the colder months. 
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Animal Control – Local Laws: 
 
Normal reporting period during July with several dogs being caught that were registered and given back to 
their owners with a verbal warning. Six dogs have been re-homed during the reporting period, going to good 
homes in our capital cities via mini rescue. A couple of issues with wandering stock inside town limits and 
these complaints have been dealt with. It remains quiet for wandering and at large dogs but there has been an 
increase in barking dog complaints. 
 
The Manger of Rural Services is convinced that the inspection period during February and March this year 
certainly educated the local community and there has been very little activity thus far except the above, 
however there must be constant vigilance to help manage animal control issues. 
 
The Manager of Rural Services organised an animal husbandry and behaviour course during the reporting 
period with Karl Hempstead, Di Francisco, Michelle Walters & Greg Prince attending. 
 
 

 Including this Border collie approximately 6 x dogs have been re 
–homed during the reporting period. The Border collie was welled loved but couldn’t remain in the family unit 
due to a marriage dispute. 
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1. Town dog pound during works for new sewerage 
2. Dog apprehended at IGA supermarket during the reporting period 
3. Dog at large – photographed and captured on Kenny Lane – pounded/re-homed  

 
 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
   

 

Mark Stanton 
Acting Director Community and Environmental Services  
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