
 

 
 

Page 1 of 392 17 January 2019 
 

 

 

Meeting Notice and Agenda 

for the 

General Meeting of the Council 

to be held in the 

Council Chambers, 118 Victoria Street, St George 

on 

Thursday 17th January 2019 

Commencing at 9:00am 

 

Table of Contents 
  
ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS ............................................................................................................................. 2 

(FCS) FINANCE AND CORPORATE SERVICES ..................................................................................... 4 

(IFS) INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES .................................................................................................... 15 

(CES) COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES ......................................................................... 28 

CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS ................................................................................................................................. 109 

(CFCS) FINANCE AND CORPORATE SERVICES .............................................................................. 109 

(CCES) COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES ..................................................................... 110 

INFORMATION REPORTS ............................................................................................................................ 111 

(ICEO) CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER .................................................................................................. 111 

(IFCS) FINANCE AND CORPORATE SERVICES ................................................................................ 122 

(IIFS) INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES ................................................................................................. 182 

(ICES) COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES ...................................................................... 196 



 

 
 

Page 2 of 392 17 January 2019 
 

ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS 

1. Opening 

2. Council Prayer 

3. Attendance 
 Expected attendance of this meeting is as follows:     

Councillors  Staff/Consultants  

Cr RW Marsh 
(Mayor) 

-Full Meeting Mr Matthew Magin (Chief Executive 
Officer) 

-Whole 
Meeting 

Cr RG Fuhrmeister -Full Meeting Mrs Michelle Clarke (Director Finance & 
Corporate Services) 

-Whole 
Meeting 

Cr FM Gaske -Full Meeting Mr Ross Drabble (Director Infrastructure 
Services) 

-As required 
for IFS 

Cr SC O’Toole -Full Meeting Dr Digby Whyte (Director Community & 
Environmental Services) 

-As required 
for CES 

Cr  RI  Paul -Full Meeting   

Cr SS Scriven -Full Meeting   

Cr ID Todd -Full Meeting   
 

 
 

 
 

4. Leave of Absence  

5. (COM) Confirmation of Minutes of the General Meeting held on 20 December, 2018.Confirmation 
of Minutes 

6. Declaration of Conflicts of Interest 

7. Deputations   

Organisation Name/s Subject Time 

Private Individual Mrs Leanne Brummell Objection to Amour Energy gas 
proposal 

10:00am 

 

8. Councillor Reports 

9. Meeting Business by Corporate Function  

Chief Executive Officer 

Finance & Corporate Services  

Infrastructure Services  

Community & Environmental Services  

10. Confidential Items 

Chief Executive Officer  

Finance & Corporate Services  

Infrastructure Services  

Community & Environmental Services  

11. General Business 

12. Information Reports 
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Chief Executive Officer  

Finance & Corporate Services  

Infrastructure Services  

Community & Environmental Services  
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 (FCS) FINANCE AND CORPORATE SERVICES 
ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

FCS1 MONTHLY FINANCE 
REPORT DECEMBER 2018 

Monthly Finance Report December 2018 5 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Finance Report December 2018 

DATE:   

AGENDA REF: FCS1 

AUTHOR: Tracey Lee - Manager Finance Services  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Monthly Finance Report December 2018 
 

 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Governance Financial management for long-term sustainability 

 
 

Attachments 

1. Monthly Finance Report October 2018.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That the monthly Financial Management Report for the period ending 31 December 2018, as tabled, be 
received and noted. 
 
 

Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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(IFS) INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 
ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

IFS1 PROPOSED RENAMING OF 
THALLON SHOWGROUND 
TO MCGEEVER 
RECREATION GROUND 

Thallon Progress Association has requested the renaming of 
Thallon Showground to McGeever Recreation Ground. This 
matter was discussed at the August Council Meeting were it was 
decided that Council consult the wider community and the 
Department of Natural Resources, Mines and Energy (DNRME) 
regarding the proposal.  

16 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Proposed Renaming of Thallon Showground to McGeever Recreation Ground 

DATE: 08.01.19  

AGENDA REF: IFS1 

AUTHOR: Raelene McVinish - Asset/GIS Officer  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Thallon Progress Association has requested the renaming of Thallon Showground to McGeever Recreation 
Ground. This matter was discussed at the August Council Meeting were it was decided that Council consult 
the wider community and the Department of Natural Resources, Mines and Energy (DNRME) regarding the 
proposal. 
 

Background 

Thallon Progress Association wrote to Council on 11 July 2018 requesting the renaming of Thallon 
Showground to McGeever Recreation Ground in recognition of the town’s first postmaster, William Henry 
McGeever. The Thallon Post Office was operated by the family between 1912 and 1963 and they donated the 
land were the showground is now located.  
 
Following the August Council meeting on 16 August, the Thallon Progress Association was contacted about 
the process of seeking feedback from the DNRME, McGeever family and wider community.  
 
Department of Natural Resources, Mines and Energy, Southern Regional Acting Senior Lands Officer Janine 
York said the department did not have any requirements regarding the renaming of Thallon Showground. 
However as the land (lot 41 on BLM577) is a Reserve for Recreational Purposes, its use should remain for this 
purpose.  
 
Tyrrell McGeever wrote to Council and the Thallon Progress Association on 25 September 2018, on behalf of 
the McGeever Family, endorsing the proposed renaming.  
 
A public notice classified advertisement was placed in the Balonne Beacon on 25 October 2018 requesting 
feedback by 14 December. A media release was also disseminated by the Council Communications Officer on 
22 October. 
 
One response was received by Stuart Hill on 7 November stating that the renaming wold be a “fitting tribute” to 
the late William Henry McGeever.   
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Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Vibrant creative arts, music, local history and culture 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Department of Natural Resources, Mines and Energy Acting Senior Land Officer Ms Janine York. 
Thallon Progress Association president Jane Corbett and secretary Leanne Brosnan. 
McGeever Family 
Wider community – Balonne Beacon newspaper advertisement (25 October 2018) and media release. The 
deadline for feedback was 14 December 2018. 
 

Legal Implications 

Council’s Rates Officer will inform the Department of Natural Resources, Mines and Energy about the name 
change to this land parcel in her monthly updates.  

Policy Implications 

There are no policy implications. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

There will be no major financial or resource implications. In the instance new signage will be required, this will 
cost around $1,500 to $2,000 for supply and installation. For example a 1650 x 900mm aluminium sign is 
around $400 plus posts at $60 each. 
 
The land is known in Council’s rating system as Thallon Showgrounds; however there is “Thallon 
Sportsground” signage on the arena fencing. 
 
 

Attachments 

1. Stuart Hill - Proposed Renaming of Thallon Showgrounds.pdf ⇩  
2. Media Release - Thallon seeks to recognise pioneer family.pdf ⇩  
3. Balonne Beacon Classified Ad - Proposed Thallon Showgrounds Renaming.pdf ⇩  
4. McGeever Family - Nomination - Naming of Thallon Sports Grounds - 138.pdf ⇩  
5. DNRME - Proposed Renaming of Thallon Recreation Grounds.pdf ⇩  
6. Thallon Progress Association - Request to Rename Thallon Recreation Grounds to McGeever 

Park.docx ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

That Council rename Thallon Showground to McGeever Recreation Ground and commence the process of 
changing the name in Council’s rating system and inform the Department of Natural Resources, Mines and 
Energy.   
 

Ross Drabble 
Director Infrastructure Services  
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11/07/2018 
 
 
Matthew Magin, 
CEO Balonne Shire Council 
Victoria Street  
St George QLD 4487 
 
Dear Matthew, 
 
 
Re: Thallon Recreational Grounds. 
 
Thallon Progress Association request naming the Recreation grounds in honour of the McGeever Family. 
 
A submission was made by David Hill to Thallon Progress Association for the naming of the Rec. Grounds.  In 
Thallon neither the town park nor the recreation grounds are named. The McGeever Family contributed much 
to the community of Thallon and District. 
 
Validation: 
William Henry McGeever, Thallon’s first postmaster, appointed 1912, and his Family including son Bill McGeever 
& daughter Dot McGeever made notable contributions. 
 
Postal and telegraphic services lagged behind opening of the railway line. For some time after Thallon was 
established, mail continued to be delivered by Cobb & Co coach to Bullamon Homestead, about 2 kms from the 
town.   

A receiving officer was appointed at Thallon as a temporary measure and a post office opened in 1912, with Mr 
McGeever appointed as Post Master.  The Post Office also housed the telegraph office (using Morse code to 
transmit and receive messages) and the manual telephone exchange.  
 
William Henry McGeever died shortly before the WW2.  His wife, Esther died in 1942. His youngest child William 
Thomas (Bill) McGeever enlisted serving in the local Light Horse troop and AIF in 1940. He served in Malaya, was 
commissioned in the field with the rank of Lieutenant. After the fall of Singapore, he spent the rest of the war as 
a prisoner of the Japanese, working on the Thailand Burma Railway and in Changi prison.  
 
During WW2, it was Dot McGeever who ran the Post office. As postmistress and telegraphist at Thallon during 
the war years, Dot was the first to receive word of casualties and had the grim task of informing the families. 
She rode her pushbike, often thru the night, to many properties to delivering telegrams reporting the missing in 
action and killed in service. 
 
McGeever Store and Bakery was started very early in the life of Thallon. Among the family’s many contributions 
to the town and district, Mr McGeever donated the block of land behind the school as a recreation ground. It 
has been used for many purposes, from cricket and football to rodeos, gymkhanas and circuses. 
 
He and his daughters served as Post Master and Post Mistress for over 50 years, from 1912 until Miss Dot 
McGeever retired in 1963. 

Thank you for considering this request for permission to “name” of the Thallon Recreational Grounds. 

Kind Regards 

 

Jane Corbett, President Thallon Progress Association. 
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(CES) COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

CES1 FULL THROTTLE THEATRE 
- THEATRE PRODUCTION 
OF ASTRONOMICAL 2 

Full Throttle Theatre in association with NQ Starshine, is 
organising a regional tour of the theatrical production 
Astronomical 2 between 29 May and 8 September 2019.  

29 

CES2 RADF COMMUNITY 
GRANTS PROGRAM 

The Regional Arts Development Fund (RADF) is a state and 
local government partnership that supports local artist and arts 
and cultural activities in Queensland Communities.   Council has 
received one out of round application. The application has been 
assessed by the RADF Reference Panel and has been 
determined to comply with the appropriate assessment criteria 
as detailed through the Balonne Shire RADF Program.  

37 

CES3 CHANGE APPLICATION TO 
MCU 122 - DEVELOPMENT 
APPROVAL FOR 
MATERIAL CHANGE OF 
USE - INDUSTRY 
(MACHINERY STORAGE 
AND WORKSHOP) AT 
WILLOWTHAL ROAD, ST 
GEORGE QLD 4487 
DESCRIBED AS LOT 3 ON 
SP169186 

Council has received a change application from the owners, 
Scott and Janene Bowman for Development Permit (MCU 122) 
Material Change of Use – Industry (Machinery Storage and 
Workshop) located at Willowthal Road, St George affecting land 
described as Lot 3 on SP169186.  

49 

CES4 FEES & CHARGES 
SCHEDULE 2018-19 - 
STOCK ROUTE TRAVEL 
AND GRAZING PERMITS 

This is a report to include an additional fee proposed for Stock 
Route Travel Permits and Grazing Permits that are currently not 
included in our current or future fees and charges schedule.  

87 

CES5 CHANGE 
REPRESENTATION TO RL 
99 - DEVELOPMENT 
APPROVAL FOR 
RECONFIGURATION OF A 
LOT - 1 TO 3 LOT 
SUBDIVISION - 85 BOWEN 
STREET, ST GEORGE 
AFFECTING LAND 
DESCRIBED AS LOT 11 ON 
STG857 

The purpose of this report is for Council to consider a request 
made by the applicant for a Negotiated Decision to RL 99 – 
Development Approval for Reconfiguration of a Lot – 1 to 3 Lot 
Subdivision – 85 Bowen Street, St George affecting land 
described as Lot 11 on STG857.  

90 

CES6 SPONSORSHIP REQUEST - 
ST GEORGE COTTON 
GROWERS ASSOCIATION 

Council has received an invitation from St George Cotton 
Growers Association Inc to be one of the sponsors at its annual 
Cotton Grower Awards.  

103 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Full Throttle Theatre - Theatre Production of Astronomical 2 

DATE: 09.01.19  

AGENDA REF: CES1 

AUTHOR: Community Development Officer - Community Development Officer  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Full Throttle Theatre in association with NQ Starshine, is organising a regional tour of the theatrical production 
Astronomical 2 between 29 May and 8 September 2019. 
 
 

Background 

In 2017 council hosted Full Throttle in their Theatrical production Astronomical and sponsored the event with 
$1800. It was held at the Dirranbandi Showgrounds and had an attendance of 40. Here is some feedback from 
the show  

 Katie McC. Very funny and informative. Thank you for coming. 

 Darcy P. (10): I loved it! You guys are awesome. I hope you guys can come again. 

 Emma B. (12): I loved the role playing. It was so fun & the stars/planets were cool. I especially loved 

Saturn & Jupiter. 

 Jessie P.: A great way to learn! I loved it! 
 
They have requested to come back with a continuation, Astronomical 2. 
 
The production Astronomical 2 explores the Universe, audience participate by looking at the various 
astronomical wonders through large computer controlled telescopes.  The show is suitable for all ages 
between 6 and 96. 
 
The play is an outdoor production. The audience bring their own chairs and a picnic. There is a limit of 200 
audience members for each show to allow everyone to get a good look through the six large computer 
controlled telescopes. 
 
Tickets cost $20 for adults, $10 for children under 12, and $50 for a family.  In 2017 Council provided this 
event free to the community. 
 
An outdoor venue is required with good views of the sky such as sports grounds or show grounds.  The darker 
the site is the better the experience for the audience, a site with minimal floodlights, streetlights or other 
artificial lights.  
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Councils are requested to provide a site free of fees and assist with the promotion and marketing of the 
production.  Some Councils in regional areas have provided further financial support that has allowed the 
ticket price to be subsided and in some cases free.   If Council considers offering a subsided ticket price, 
Council would need to contribute $1,300 financial assistance to the production company. 
 
Additionally to the production company will be providing workshops at local schools. 
 
This initiative is minimal cost to Council however provides the community with a great opportunity to 
experience the marvels of the astronomy and the entertainment of a live performance. 
 
 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Vibrant creative arts, music, local history and culture 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Full Throttle Productions 

Legal Implications 

Not Applicable 

Policy Implications 

Balonne Shire Arts and Cultural Policy 2015-2018 
 Performance & Exhibition 
  Balonne Shire Council will seek to: 

 Encourage access to professional performance and exhibitions of a calibre available in urban 
centres to enrich the cultural experience of the broader community and the practice of local 
artists 

Financial and Resource Implications 

The production company has requested financial and in-kind support. 

 Financial support 

o Waiver of hire fees of Council facilities 

 In-kind support 

o  Promotion and marketing assistance 

 
Consideration  
Council provide a further $1,300 to offer the event free to the community.  There are sufficient funds in the 
community event 2018/19 budget.   
 

Community Event Program 

2018/19 adopted budget  $15,000.00 

Less spent/allocated funds $8,376.15  

Less proposed use of funds (fully subsided ticket price for 
Astronomical) 

$1,300.00  

Total remaining Community Event program   $5,323.85 
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Attachments 

1. EOI Astronomical 2 Production ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

That: 
1. Council provide a financial support up to $1,300 and offer the event Free to all residents in Balonne 

Shire 
2. Council nominate a venue to host the Astronomical 2 production and waiver any fees associated with 

the venue.   
3. Council provide promotion and marketing assistance. 

 
 
 

Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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Call for Expression of Interest 
Theatre Production of Astronomical 2 touring in Winter 2019 

29th May – 8th September 
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About the Show 
 

The big telescopes are back. 

Following the outstanding success of Astronomical that toured 60 towns in 

2017, Full Throttle Theatre and NQ Starshine have teamed up to bring you 

Astronomical 2. 

It not only delivers belly laughs as it explores the Universe, but the 

audience participates by looking at the various astronomical wonders 

through large computer controlled telescopes. 

The show is suitable for all ages between 6 and 96. 

A hilarious cast of historical characters including Copernicus, Einstein, Galileo, and Jocelyn Bell bring a 

completely new slant on the history of Astronomy. The audience is taken on a roller coaster through the 

Universe from the Big Bang onward, the discovery of Pulsars, Comets, the demotion of Pluto, celestial 

navigation, and much more. 

Even the music is different- the sound effects are the eerie radio signals 

picked up from Saturn and other planets by passing deep space probes.  

 

Following the show, the Audience gets to look through the big computer 

controlled telescopes, including the huge El Gordo telescope (subject to 

weather). 

 

The play is an outdoor production, where the sky is dark and the planets beckon. The audience bring 

their own chairs and a picnic. There is a limit of 200 audience for each show to allow everyone to get a 

good look through the six large computer controlled telescopes. 

 

Other Activities 
The cast of Astronomical include experienced astronomers, and are 

available to visit local schools with large solar telescopes during the 

day to engage students in support of the National Science 

Curriculum. The actors will also be offering theatre workshops for 

the schools and community 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjF47-y7OrPAhUH3GMKHRm8BZsQjRwIBw&url=http://www.kagayastudio.com/english/space_e/planets_comet/p_02_saturn.html&bvm=bv.136499718,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNGZ5dPvcN4p8vCaESQmHdsjFTpptQ&ust=1477103197602997
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi1_cWE7urPAhUL1GMKHd3RDZ8QjRwIBw&url=https://www.nasa.gov/multimedia/imagegallery/image_feature_359a.html&bvm=bv.136499718,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNGcBO5LAWJ2EEhqk4Kkm8U_crumTw&ust=1477103640966909
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Costs and Options for payments 
$1300 + In-kind Venue and Marketing 

 Council pays the full sponsorship,  $1300 tickets will be free to all participants 

 Council pays Half the sponsorship, $650, tickets will be half price to participants 

 No sponsorship by council tickets cost $20 for adults, $10 for children under 12, and $50 for a 

family.  

 A community group runs a BBQ or bar at the event to raise money to put towards the event, 

Council sponsors the remainder.  

Venue Requirements 
The venue requirements are minimal, as we can set up almost anywhere. 

The show is held outdoors in an open area with good views of the sky. It could be a park, a sports oval or 

a showground. Avoid large nearby trees that obscure part of the sky, and turn off the irrigation. 

The darker the site the better the experience for the audience, as they will be able to see more celestial 

objects during and after the show. Ideally we need to minimise floodlights, streetlights or other artificial 

lights. Local landmarks such as lookouts, national parks etc could be suitable. 

A single 240 volt outdoor power outlet in the performance area is ideal, but not necessary, as we carry 

our own generator. 

We need nearby access to public toilets open for the audience to use. 

We need access to the performance area for a 4WD vehicle carrying the mobile astronomical 

observatory 
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.  

Example- Townsville Venue for Astronomical- the public lights were turned off during the performance 

Review by Dirranbandi audience members on 25th June 2017: 
 
Robyn F.: Great, amazing. 
Barb McM. Wonderful experience 
Katie McC. Very funny and informative. Thank you for coming. 

Stacey M.: Amazing, very clear 

Olivia P. (12): Was an amazing show and I loved it! It was very interesting. 

Darcy P. (10): I loved it! You guys are awesome. I hope you guys can come again. 

Jessica B. (15): Peace Y. ILY guys! 

Human Being (13): I loved Saturn the most it was cool! I learnt so much 

Emma B. (12): I loved the role playing. It was so fun & the stars/planets were cool. I especially loved Saturn & 

Jupiter. 

Anne B.: Great show & journey through time. 

Robyn R.: Wonderful show & Excites an interest in the stars 

Sam, Henry, Lucy, E. AWESOME! 

Jessie P.: A great way to learn! I loved it!  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: RADF Community Grants Program  

DATE: 08.01.19  

AGENDA REF: CES2 

AUTHOR: Community Development Officer - Community Development Officer  

  

 

Executive Summary 

The Regional Arts Development Fund (RADF) is a state and local government partnership that supports local 
artist and arts and cultural activities in Queensland Communities.   Council has received one out of round 
application. The application has been assessed by the RADF Reference Panel and has been determined to 
comply with the appropriate assessment criteria as detailed through the Balonne Shire RADF Program. 
 
 

Background 

Council has received an application from Dirranbandi Arts Council Inc. 
 
The aim of the “Dirranbandi Restoration” workshop is for participants to learn new skills and be involved in 
simple projects within wooden furniture restoration that could have historical significance. The workshop also 
hope to attract younger members in the community that hasn’t attended previously to learn new skills and 
returning participants who wish to further develop their skills. The workshop contributes significantly to 
community health & well-being and offers a great opportunity to interact with other community members. 
 
The application has been assessed by the Reference Panel members as per the local RADF community 
grants guidelines.  Arts Queensland requires that the assessment process for RADF investment involve a 
diversity of community members including a diversity of demographics. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Vibrant creative arts, music, local history and culture 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Balonne Shire RADF Reference Panel  
Panel members Anna Harris, Victoria Nancarrow 

Mareea Lochel, Community Collective and Wellbeing Services Coordinator 

Legal Implications 

N/A 
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Policy Implications 

Balonne Shire Arts and Cultural Policy 2015 - 2018 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Please note that a RADF funding year is 1 October to 30 September each year. 
 
Grants have been obtained for Arts and Cultural Development within the Balonne Shire through Arts 
Queensland.  Councils’ contribution of $12,060.00 allowed Council to obtain a direct grant from Arts 
Queensland of $25,000 for the 2018/19.  Additional to this grant Council had a surplus of $44,438 from the 
2017/18 funding year.   
 
This being the case the total funds available for RADF during the 2018/19 period is $ 81,498.00.   These funds 
have been allocated as follows: 

Art & Cultural local priorities & policy review   $ 5,000 
Community engagement & education    $ 2,000 
Place-making project      $42,799 
Community Grants program     $31,699 
Total          $81,498 

 
Council has received an out of round application of 2018/19 RADF Community grants program from 
Dirranbandi Arts Council Inc. The Reference Panel have assessed the application and recommends for 
Council to approve the full amount requested. 
 
In the 2019/18 RADF Community Grants Program Council has approved three (3) applications totalling 
$7,267.00, leaving $24,432.00 for future rounds.  
 
If the application is approved the full requested amount, the remaining funds for the RADF Community Grants 
program will be as follows:  

Allocated budget – RADF Community grants program   $ 31,699.00 
Less approved funding       $   7,267.00 
Less pending request         $      570.00 
RADF community grants program remaining   $ 23,862.00 

 
 

Attachments 

1. 2018-2019 RADF out of round application from Dirranbandi Arts Council Inc ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

That: 
1. Council approves the RADF application Dirranbandi Arts Council Inc.as follows: 

 

APPLICANT PROJECT 
AMOUNT 

APPROVED 
Dirranbandi Arts Council 
Inc. 

Dirranbandi Restoration 2019  $  570.00 
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Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: 
Change Application to MCU 122 - Development Approval for Material Change of 
Use - Industry (Machinery Storage and Workshop) at Willowthal Road, St George 
QLD 4487 described as Lot 3 on SP169186 

DATE: 08.01.19  

AGENDA REF: CES3 

AUTHOR: Fiona Macleod - Planning & Development Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

Council has received a change application from the owners, Scott and Janene Bowman for Development 
Permit (MCU 122) Material Change of Use – Industry (Machinery Storage and Workshop) located at Willowthal 
Road, St George affecting land described as Lot 3 on SP169186. 
 

Background 

In December 2013 Council approved a Development Permit for a Material Change of Use – Industry 
(Machinery Storage and Workshop) located at Willowthal Road, St George affecting land described as Lot 3 
on SP169186 for a period of 3 years (see attachment 1).  
 
In January 2014 the applicants made representation appealing the time limitation. This was refused at an 
administrative level as it re-presented an issue previously voted upon without presenting new information.  
 
In February 2014 the applicants again made representation and requested their representation be considered 
by Councillors. Due to the requirements of the Local Government Act 2009 Councillors postponed this until 
Council’s April Meeting. 
 
In April 2014 Council considered the representation to the timed approval and agreed to a fixed term of five (5) 
years from the date of the original approval decision notice, being 23 December 2013 (see attachment 2).  
 
Accordingly, pursuant to the timed condition on Development Approval MCU 122, the fixed term ended on 23 
December 2018.  

Overview 

The applicant submitted a change application on 5th December 2018, which was properly made on 18th 
December 2018, to extend the relevant period of the development approval with two (2) options being put 
forward (see attachment 3).  
 
Specifically, the request is to delete or amend Condition 1 on MCU 122 development approval which currently 
reads; 
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“Council approves a Development Permit allowing the use Industry – Machinery Storage and Workshop to 
continue for a fixed term of five (5) years from the date of the original Decision Notice, being 23 December 
2013”. 
 
Option 1 = Remove Condition 1  
 
Option 2 = Amend Condition 1 to allow the use to continue for a further 5 years i.e. until 23 December 2023.  

Assessment 

The property is located within the Rural Zone – Rural Residential Precinct and is not subject to any local 
government overlays. The site has duel frontage to both Carnarvon Highway and Willowthal Road however 
access is only permitted from Willlowthal Road. The site has been developed with a large shed.  
 
It is noted the property was subdivided in 2015, Development Approval RL 84, with the residence and ancillary 
outbuildings being separated from the industrial use. (A copy of this approval can be made available on 
Councillors request). 
 
The approval was originally assessed against the Balonne Shire Council Planning Scheme 2006 (as amended 
2014) which is still the current local government planning instrument for Balonne Shire. Accordingly, any 
conflict with the Scheme as a result of the original application is considered to have been resolved as part of 
the original Development Approval. No additional areas of non-compliance will occur as a result of the change 
to the timing condition of the approval.  
 
The original reason behind the timing condition on the development approval was; 
 
At the present time the proposed development is a consistent bulk and scale to surrounding industrial 
and rural residential uses. Since the proposed development may result in adverse amenity issues for 
future development of nearby allotments, approval of the proposed use is limited to three (3) years 
from the approval taking effect.  
 
The proposed development is generally consistent with the relative provisions of the Rural Zone Code, 
however conflicts with Council’s future intent for the Rural Residential Precinct. 
 
Accordingly, provided below is a summary of the current surrounding land uses to the subject site along both 
Willowthal Road and Rhea Road. 
 
Willowthal Road  
Lot 1 SP281664 (subject property) - Industrial 
Lot 2 SP281664 - Residential 
Lot 4 SP169186 - Residential 
Lot 5 SP169186 – Residential 
Lot 6 SP169186 – Residential  
Lot 7 SP169186 – Residential  
Lot 60 SP158281 – Residential  
Lot 8 SP169186 – Residential  
Lot 9 SP169186 – Residential  
Lot 10 SP169186 - Residential 
 
Rhea Road 
Lot 1 SP158281 – Industrial  
Lot 1 SP276758 – Vacant  
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Lot 79 SP276758 - Agricultural 
 

Figure 1: Aerial view of subject property (Lot 1 SP281664) and surrounding land uses 

 
 
Given the predominant land uses located in this area of the Rural Residential Precinct being ‘residential’, it is 
considered that the character of this area of the Rural Residential Precinct is for residential land uses with 
small acreage. Additionally the as of right land uses under the tables of assessment of the current scheme for 
the Rural Zone – Rural Residential Precinct include agricultural activities, dwelling house, home based 
business and host home (bed and breakfast). These uses (subject to requirements) can be developed without 
the requirement to obtain Development Approval.  
 
While it is noted that there are some existing industrial land uses (primarily located on the northern side of 
Rhea Road), it is considered that the above reasoning behind the timing condition on the approval is still valid 
and that the industrial use may result in adverse amenity impacts to these as of right land uses within the 
Rural Residential Precinct.  
 
On the basis of the above, it is considered that the application for the removal of the timed condition be 
refused.  
 
With respect to the extension request of a further 5 years to the approval, it is considered that a 2 year 
extension would be more appropriate. This is due to the timeframe on further development/ land uses 
occurring in the Rural Residential Precinct and furthermore strategic direction of the intent of the Rural Zone – 
Rural Residential Precinct.    
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State Assessment – Referral Agencies  
The original application triggered referral to the Department of State Development, Manufacturing, 
Infrastructure and Planning as a Concurrence agency with the Department of Transport and Main Roads as 
Technical Agency.  
 
The Concurrence Agency response included conditions which remain applicable to the development.  
 
In accordance with the Planning Act 2016, the applicant is not required to refer the current minor change 
application to the Department.  

Link to Corporate Plan 

Function Key Program Area 

Infrastructure and Planning Sustainable planning and development 

Consultation (internal/external) 

External 
Department of State Development, Manufacturing, Infrastructure and Planning – Brittany Hughes  
 
Internal 
Director of Community and Environmental Services – Digby Whyte 

Legal Implications 

The Planning Act 2016 and Council’s planning scheme apply.  

Policy Implications 

Council’s planning policies apply. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Nil 
 

Attachments 

1. Attachment 1 - MCU 122 Decision Notice Approval.PDF ⇩  
2. Attachment 2 - MCU 122 Negotiated Decision Notice Approval.pdf ⇩  
3. Attachment 3 - MCU 122 Change Application.pdf ⇩  
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Recommendations  

That; 
 

1. Council receives this report. 
 

2. Council refuse the change application to delete Condition 1 on Development Approval MCU 122 for 
Material Change of Use – Industry (Machinery Storage and Workshop) located at Willowthal Road, St 
George affecting land described as Lot 3 on SP169186. 
 

3. Council approve the change application to amend Condition 1 of Development Approval MCU 122 for 
Material Change of Use – Industry (Machinery Storage and Workshop) located at Willowthal Road, St 
George affecting land described as Lot 3 on SP169186 to allow a further two (2) years of currency for 
the use until 23 December 2020. 

 
 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Fees & Charges Schedule 2018-19 - Stock Route Travel and Grazing Permits  

DATE: 08.01.19  

AGENDA REF: CES4 

AUTHOR: Karl Hempstead - Manager Rural Services  

  

 

Executive Summary 

This is a report to include an additional fee proposed for Stock Route Travel Permits and Grazing Permits that 
are currently not included in our current or future fees and charges schedule. 
 

Background 

Stock Route Management Network 
The current management arrangements are with the Department of Natural Resources, Mines and Energy 
(DNRME) and Local Governments under the new act Stock Route Management Act 2002 {Previously known 
as the Land Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management) Act 2002} (Attachment One). The Stock Route 
Management Act 2002 coincides with the Stock Route Management Regulations 2003 for the charging of the 
fees.  
 
Local Governments are responsible for the following:  

 Day-to-day administration and management; and 

 Some network maintenance. 
 
State Government is responsible for the following:  

 Providing policy and legislative advice; 

 Operational guidelines; 

 Compliance support; 

 Reviewing decision; 

 Managing asset maintenance; and 

 Training local government stock route officers. 
 
The Queensland Stock Route Network Management Strategy provides a framework for managing stock route 
activities and allocating available resources. There are twenty-four (24) Local Governments in central and 
western Queensland who are required to have local management plans for their area of the stock route 
network and Balonne Shire Council is one of them. (Attachment Three) 
 
Council undertakes all permits both Travel and Grazing (Agistment) permits through the Stock Route 
Management System (SRMS). The fees for Stock Route Travel Permits are dictated by the State Government 
and Local Government has no control on these set fees which are $0.02 per head. Grazing (Agistment) 
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Permits are charged out at the following rates depending on the type of reserve, water facility or pasture which 
is stated under the Stock Route Management Regulations 2003:  
 

 Minimum Fee   $1.16 per head, per week 

 Maximum Fee  $2.80 per head, per week 
 
 
Council Officer’s over the last two (2) years have undertaken the following number of travel & grazing permits:  
 

 Travel Permits:    2018-2019   22 permits to-date 
2017-2018   23 permits  
 

 Grazing Permits:    2018-2019   5 permits to-date 
 
Of the above permits Council has only retained $6,357.09 which does not cover the cost of resources to 
monitor and administration costs. Under the Stock Route Management Act and Regulations Council must pay 
50% of permit takings to the Department of Natural Resources, Mines and Energy (DNRME) at the end of 
each financial year.  

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Environment Biosecurity, pest management and stock route planning 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Maranoa Regional Council 
Goondiwindi Regional Council  
Jason Reberger (Department of Natural Resources, Mines and Energy) 
Tayla Willis (Project Support Officer) 
Digby Whyte (Director of Infrastructure Services) 

Legal Implications 

Council’s current fees and charges schedule does not list an application fee for Stock Route Travel and/or 
Grazing Permits.  Best practice would be to include a fee in the schedule for future reference.  

Policy Implications 

Stock Route Management Act 2002 
Stock Route Management Regulations 2003 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Council Officer’s over the last two (2) years have undertaken the following number of travel & grazing permits:  
 

 Travel Permits:    2018-2019   22 permits to-date 
2017-2018   23 permits  

 Grazing Permits:    2018-2019   5 permits to-date 
 
From 2017 to date the current Council monies collected from Stock Route Travel and Grazing Permits are 
$6,357.09. Under the Stock Route Management Act and Regulations Council must pay 50% of the permit 
takings to the DNRME at the end of each financial year.  
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Proposed fees are to cover the cost of administration and part of the departmental costs of constantly 
monitoring the droving movements or grazing location, these are:  
 

 TRAVEL PERMITS  
a) Initial Application Fee for Travel Permits   $150.00  
b) Application Renewal or Change of Route  $75.00 

 

 GRAZING (Agistment) PERMITS  
a) Initial Application Fee for Grazing Permits $150.00 
b) Application Renewal or Change    $75.00 
c) Permit Fee Charge (minimum – maximum) 
Minimum Fee   $1.16 per head, per week 
Maximum Fee  $2.80 per head, per week 

 

Attachments 

Nil  
 

Recommendation/s 

 
1. That the Register of Fees and Charges 2018/19 and future fees and charges be amended to include 

the below fee layout of: 

 TRAVEL PERMITS  
a) Initial Application Fee for Travel Permits   $150.00  
b) Application Renewal or Change of Route  $75.00 

 

 GRAZING (Agistment) PERMITS  
a) Initial Application Fee for Grazing Permits $150.00 
b) Application Renewal or Change    $75.00 
c) Permit Fee Charge (minimum – maximum)    

{Fees are updated by State on 1 July 2019 – each financial year} 
 Minimum Fee   $1.16 per head, per week 
 Maximum Fee  $2.80 per head, per week 

 
2. That the Register of Cost Recovery Fees and Commercial Charges for the 2018/19 financial year be 

adopted in accordance with Section 97 and Section 262(3)(c) of the Local Government Act 2009. 
 
 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services 



 

 

CES5 
 

Page 90 of 392 17 January 2019 

 

 

OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: 
Change Representation to RL 99 - Development Approval for Reconfiguration of 
a Lot - 1 to 3 Lot Subdivision - 85 Bowen Street, St George affecting land 
described as Lot 11 on STG857 

DATE: 08.01.19  

AGENDA REF: CES5 

AUTHOR: Fiona Macleod - Planning & Development Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

The purpose of this report is for Council to consider a request made by the applicant for a Negotiated Decision 
to RL 99 – Development Approval for Reconfiguration of a Lot – 1 to 3 Lot Subdivision – 85 Bowen Street, St 
George affecting land described as Lot 11 on STG857. 
 

Background 

On 20th December 2018 Council approved Development Permit for Reconfiguration of a Lot – 1 to 3 Lot 
Subdivision at 85 Bowen Street, St George QLD 4487 subject to conditions (see attachment 1).  
 
On 7th January the applicant made representation to Council appealing two conditions on the approval 
pursuant to section 75 of the Planning Act 2016 (see attachment 2). The request was submitted to Council 
within the period to make representation. 
 
Under section 76 of the Planning Act 2016 Council has no time limit in which to decide a representation. 
However, within 5 business days of making a decision, Council must notify the applicant of its decision.  

Assessment 

The applicant has made representations regarding the following conditions attached to the current 
development approval. 
 

 Condition 6. Prior to the signing of the Survey Plan of Subdivision, proposed allotments (Lot 2 and 3) are 
connected to Council’s reticulated water supply system in accordance with Schedule 4: “Standards for 
Water Supply” in the Balonne Shire Planning Scheme.  
 

 Condition 7. Each lot is provided with an on-site sewerage disposal system to the standards described in 
Schedule 5: “Standards for Sewerage Supply” in the Balonne Shire Planning Scheme.  

 
The remaining conditions of the approval are not sought to be changed by the applicant.  
 
Provided below is a table with assessment of the representations: 
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TABLE OF AMENDMENTS 

 

 
Condition Requested 

to be Negotiated  

 
Applicant's Representations 

 
Officer's Comments 

 
Recommendation/

Recommended 
Condition 

 

Applicant's Request 

Condition 6. 

Prior to the signing of 
the Survey Plan of 
Subdivision, proposed 
allotments (Lot 2 and 
3) are connected to 
Council’s reticulated 
water supply system in 
accordance with 
Schedule 4: 
“Standards for Water 
Supply” in the Balonne 
Shire Planning 
Scheme. 

We request this condition to be 
deleted for the reason that we 
have already paid (in 2011) for the 
installation of the main lines for 
river and bore water to the 
frontage of all three lots, and if the 
lots do not sell for years to come, it 
would be unfair for us, as 
sellers, to be paying water rates 
on those empty blocks.  It would 
mean the asking price for these 
lots would need to keep increasing 
to cover the unnecessary outlays. 
A new owner would be made well 
aware that the water supply is 
available within metres of the front 
boundary.  There is also the 
distinct possibility that one 
purchaser may buy both lots, and 
therefore only need one water 
supply, not two. 
 
 
Action: It is requested that 
Council delete Condition 6. 

Council's Water and 
Sewerage Engineer 
has reviewed the 
proposed 
representations and 
agrees that the 
condition is suitable 
to be deleted on the 
basis that the newly 
created allotments 
(Lot 2 and 3) will have 
access to connect 
into Council’s 
reticulated water 
supply system.  
 
It is noted however 
for reference that the 
newly created 
allotments will still be 
subject to 
unconnected water 
rates given that the 
properties have 
access to Council’s 
reticulated water 
supply system.  
 

Condition 6 is 
deleted. 

Condition 7.  

Each lot is provided 
with an on-site 
sewerage disposal 
system to the 
standards described in 
Schedule 5: 
“Standards for 
Sewerage Supply” in 
the Balonne Shire 
Planning Scheme 

We request that this condition be 
deleted for the reasons that we, as 
future vendors, have no idea in 
which location on the lot a future 
purchaser might want to build their 
premises, so would prefer to 
decide where their own treatment 
system should be 
established.  The conditions in any 
contract of sale could include a 
reminder that the Treatment 
system will be necessary, although 
of course, that is a matter between 
council and any person wanting to 
build.  It would also seem unfair to 
force us, as vendors in possibly 
many years’ time, to pay a large 
amount for two treatment systems 
which may never be used for 

Council's Water and 
Sewerage Engineer 
has reviewed the 
proposed 
representations and 
agrees that the 
condition is suitable 
to be deleted. 
 
It is importantly noted 
however that 
Council’s reticulated 
sewerage system not 
available to the lots. 
 

Condition 7 is 
deleted. 
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many years – there would be 
unnecessary deterioration of the 
pump, being unused, and it would 
require both power and water to 
be provided well ahead of 
time.  This seems to be getting the 
cart well before the horse.  This 
would also add significantly to the 
asking price for these lots. As for 
#6 above, there is the distinct 
possibility that one purchaser may 
buy both lots, and therefore only 
need one treatment system!   
 
Action: It is requested that 
Council delete Condition 7. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Function Key Program Area 

Infrastructure and Planning Sustainable planning and development 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Director of Community and Environmental Services – Digby Whyte 

Legal Implications 

The Planning Act 2016 and Council’s planning scheme apply.  

Policy Implications 

Council’s planning policies apply. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Nil 
 

Attachments 

1. Attachment 1 - RL 99 Decision Notice Approval.pdf ⇩  
2. Attachment 2 - Change representation appeal to RL 99 conditions.pdf ⇩  
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Recommendations 

That; 
 

1. Council receives this report. 
 

2. Council delete Condition 6 on RL 99 – Development Approval for Reconfiguration of a Lot – 1 to 3 
Lot Subdivision – 85 Bowen Street, St George affecting land described as Lot 11 on STG857. 

 
3. Council delete Condition 7 RL 99 – Development Approval for Reconfiguration of a Lot – 1 to 3 Lot 

Subdivision – 85 Bowen Street, St George affecting land described as Lot 11 on STG857. 
 

4. All other conditions on RL 99 – Development Approval for Reconfiguration of a Lot – 1 to 3 Lot 
Subdivision – 85 Bowen Street, St George affecting land described as Lot 11 on STG857 remain 
unchanged.  

 
 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Sponsorship Request - St George Cotton Growers Association 

DATE: 09.01.19  

AGENDA REF: CES6 

AUTHOR: Community Development Officer - Community Development Officer  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Council has received an invitation from St George Cotton Growers Association Inc to be one of the sponsors 
at its annual Cotton Grower Awards. 
 

Background 

St George Cotton Growers Association Inc Events Committee is preparing the annual Cotton Grower Awards 
Reception to be held in St George on 8th March 2019.  This event provides recognition to growers and is a 
great opportunity to thank the local community and valued sponsors who all play an integral role in our 
industry. 
 
Council has been invited to be a sponsor of this event.  The table below shows the four (4) levels of 
sponsorship and the benefits of the sponsorship.  
 

 Bronze Silver Gold Platinum 

Sponsorship Prices $250 $500 $750 $1000 

Free Tickets  1 Ticket 2 Tickets 4 Tickets 

Access to tickets to the reception.     

Acknowledgment of the level of sponsorship for the evening.     

Company name displayed on power point slide show.     

Blurb on invite Cotton Awards Reception proudly sponsored by Platinum 
Sponsor Company”. 

    

Take part in the Presentation of Awards.     

Presentation on behalf of your business during dinner.     
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Link to Corporate Plan 

Function Key Program Area 

Community Strong community organisations 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Not applicable 

Legal Implications 

Not applicable 

Policy Implications 

Balonne Shire Council Community Sponsorship, Donations and Grants policy 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Balonne Shire Community Sponsorship, Donations and Grants program has an approved 2018/19 budget of 
$18,000. Council has thus far approved/allocated $8,723.75 of these funds - resulting in $9,276.25 remaining 
for future requests. 
 
Council has previously sponsored this event as a Bronze sponsor with $300. 
 
St George Cotton Growers Association have not submitted a request or received any funds from the 
Community Donations & Sponsorship Program or the Community Drought support program in 2018. 
   
 
 

Attachments 

1. Request for sponsorship from St George Cotton Growers Association 2019 ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council provide sponsorship to St George Cotton Growers Association for a bronze 
sponsorship to the value of $300.00 

 

Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
 

(CFCS) FINANCE AND CORPORATE SERVICES 
ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

CCFS1 TENDER EVALUATION 
REPORT CLEANING 
SERVICES 

This item will be discussed in closed session in accordance with 
section 275 of the Local Government Regulation 2012. 
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(CCES) COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

CCES1 GAMILARRAY PEOPLE 
NATIVE TITLE CLAIM 
QUD290/2017 - RESOLVING 
LEGAL PROCEEDINGS 

This item will be discussed in closed session in accordance with 
section 275 of the Local Government Regulation 2012. 
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INFORMATION REPORTS  
 

(ICEO) CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

ICEO1 MONTHLY REPORT Monthly grants information report 8 December 2018 – 4 January 
2019.  

112 

ICEO2 ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT REPORT 
DECEMBER 2018 

Economic Development Report December 2018 115 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report 

DATE: 21.12.18  

AGENDA REF: ICEO1 

AUTHOR: Stephanie Price - Grants Officer  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Monthly grants information report 8 December 2018 – 4 January 2019.  
 

Grants Summary 

Submitted Grant Applications    1 
Successful Grant Applications    2 
Grant Applications In-progress     3 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Attachments 

1. 17 January - Grants Monthly Information Report.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Matthew Magin 
Chief Executive Officer  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Economic Development Report December 2018 

DATE: 07.01.19  

AGENDA REF: ICEO2 

AUTHOR: Garnet Radford - Economic Development Officer  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Economic Development Report December 2018 
 

 
Report Summary 
The purpose of the milestone report is to update Council on Economic Development activity in the Balonne 

Shire during the month of December 2018.  

 Meet with local businesses, key local stakeholders, local producers, business decision makers and 

local champions to make them aware of the EDO’s services as well as work on existing and new 

commercial opportunities including business expansions; 

 Meet key regional stakeholders from varying levels of government relevant to economic 

development projects;  

 Update on key projects and activities for the period; 

 Provide value-added services and business support to clients;  

 Marketing to prospective investors and identify further inward investment opportunities.  

Summary of activity during the month of December including Year To Date (YTD) is below:  

Metric Activity Notes 

New Business enquiries 3 2 international enquiries and 1 from Brisbane  

YTD new business enquires 38 Year to date enquiries 

Business engagement meetings 11 Meetings in the month with key stakeholders,  

YTD Business meetings 106 Year to date client and stakeholder meetings 

Follow up and value-add 
services (Referrals) 

4 EcoBiz, mentoring and government programs and 
services (grants) relevant to local businesses 

YTD Referral services 39 Year to date referrals and tracking outcomes  

Relevant events facilitated 
and/or attended 

4 Includes forums and trade events, chamber/progress 
association meetings, and other events of economic 
development relevance 

YTD Business events 22 Year to date relevant events attended and/or 
presented at 

Investments realised 0 Investments in month 

Investments YTD 2 Year to date investments announced 

Value of investments 0 $ value of investments in month 
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Investments $ YTD $800,000 Total value of investments Year to date 

Jobs created and retained 0 Jobs either created or retained in period 

YTD Jobs 2 Jobs created year to date 

 

1.0 Work Program Highlights 

Key Projects 

 WDEF Exclusion Fencing Business Case 

o Coordinating program – Andrew Perkins (Hall Chadwick Consultant) and data; 

o Compilation and completion of Business Case for February Council meeting;  

o Assist Andrew Perkins with Councillor workshop – Risk Assessment; and 

o Preparation for Council workshop on 24 January. 

 Completion of two year (2018-2020) Action Plan Draft for Councillor review and input; 

 Assist DAF with planning for inward investment delegations from Japan and Taiwan in May; 

 On-going assistance with mentoring programs for businesses in Balonne Shire; 

 Marketing collateral for investment attraction – 2 page snapshot DRAFT completed; 

 Feedback on Australian Meat Processor Corporation report; 

 Follow up and development of priority and new lead enquiries; 

 Referrals of government programs, services and relevant grants to local businesses; 

 Ongoing business support and promotion of Economic Development Services; 

 Working with TSBE on opportunities for Balonne Shire; 

 Business visit programs proposed with Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane comprised of: 

o key agricultural events/conferences identified in the action plan; 

o Target companies in the region (agriculture, food processing); 

o Expand on existing relationship between Balonne Shire and external companies – 

investment footprint in Balonne Shire (i.e. Sygenta, Bayer Crop Science); 

o Investment enablers (High Commissions/Embassies, Trade Commissions, International 

Chambers) for referrals – companies looking at regional Australia; and 

o Peak Industry body organisations in agriculture – lead generation and opportunities. 

Events 

 Presentation at Department Agriculture and Fisheries Irrigation Event in St George 

 St George Chamber of Commerce meeting 

 Councillor workshop – Risk Assessment of WDEF 

 SWRED forum in St George 

 Dirranbandi Community Catch-up 

Lead Generation and Business Activity 

 Two international enquiries 

o International students (agriculture and trades) 

o Singaporean and ASEAN investment into rural regions 

 AgTech software and investment from a firm in Brisbane 

Reporting 

 Economic Development Activity updated 

 Report update to State Government on Economic development activity/milestones 
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 Council Report Monthly update (5) 

 Grant officer metrics updated and finalised 

 WDEF – Business Case  

Other 

 Localised software for Business 2 Business leads and regional opportunities.  

 Identification and compilation of regional projects for SWRED; 

 Programs available to St George Meat Processing Facility Owners; and 

 Chamber Administration on opportunities, projects affecting all Chamber members and where the 

EDO can assist. 

 
 

Attachments 

1. E D Update December 2018 - supporting information.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Matthew Magin 
Chief Executive Officer  
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ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

ICFS1 MONTHLY REPORT - 
DIRECTOR FINANCE & 
CORPORATE SERVICES 

Monthly Information Report – Director Finance & Corporate 
Services 
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ICFS2 MONTHLY FINANCIAL 
INFORMATION REPORT 
DECEMBER 2018 

Monthly Financial Information Report for the period ended 31 
December 2018 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report - Director Finance & Corporate Services 

DATE: 09.01.19  

AGENDA REF: ICFS1 

AUTHOR: Debbie Green - Manager – Corporate Services  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Monthly Information Report – Director Finance & Corporate Services 
 

Complaints 

 Eumerella South Road complaint continuing 

 No complaints were received in December 

 

Staffing 

 Assisting all Directorates with Recruitment & Selection and HR matters 

 Administration Officer – Casual, 2 officers appointed 
 

St George Levee 

 1 block wall signed, settled and returned to McDonnells for registration 

 1 valuation completed 

 5 matters still actively pending 

 1 survey plan requires amendment (due to error) 

 

Land matters 

 Wombat lease with Thallon Progress Association still pending 

 Dirranbandi River and Rail – meeting held with Arts Council and correspondence sent, awaiting response. 
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Procurement 

 Register of Pre-qualified Suppliers (ROPS) x 2 – Legal Services and Cleaning Services completed. Legal 

Services adopted and executed contracts starting to come in. Cleaning Services to go to next meeting.  

 Policy, procedure, document review/revisions/development – Policy presented at December meeting of 

Council and was deferred pending a Councillor workshop. 

 Policy has been submitted for resolution.  Procedures manual commenced. Deferred pending Councillor 

workshop. 

 Contracts and Tender Register – constant work in progress 

 Research on Fixed Wing, Rotary Wing and Drones ROPS for NDRRA works. No further action. 

 Gathering information on any facilities agreements we have in place to ascertain what needs to be 

renewed, tendered etc.  Also looking for information to complete a OEM & Sole supply register. 

Continuing 

 Vehicle disposal and tender. No further action. 

 Internal meeting on 7th November with SLG to workshop the procurement function with a view to 

implement a Centralised Model. Have commenced outlining procedures for centralized model but awaiting 

advice on policy. 

 Have commenced working with Infrastructure services on forward planning for procurement. No further 

action. 

 Vendor Panel user guides are under way – buyers guide has been completed and provided to relevant 

staff for feedback. No further action. 

 Landfill tender – Local Buy commencing evaluation process. 

 Working with relevant staff on the “Store Creep” issue.  Thus far we have developed an inventory register 

for Water & Sewerage stock which will be moved to their shed and have just finalised the yearly allocation 

for PPE.  This needs to be discussed for the process going forward.  Other stock will eventually have 

inventory registers developed and be handed back to the business units to manage and miscellaneous 

items will just be run down or disposed of. No further action. 

 Cluster fence agreement with Maranoa and the various landholders. Work in progress. 
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 Have made contact with the suppliers on the approved local suppliers lists.  These lists need to be revised 

and our new procedures implemented with these suppliers.  Will be meeting with each one in the new year 

to advise of our intent going forward. Work in progress. 

 Procurement process for the Digicon and Library projects.  No further action. 

 Working with Manager Roads on contract management. No further action.   

 Still to finalise training dates with Infrastructure Services on procurement. No further action 

 
The following graph shows how many requests for quotation have been made utilising Vendor Panel for the 
month of Nov/Dec.  The number has declined slightly in December but this will reflect the time of year and 
Christmas closedown pending. 

 

Service requests 

 
A total of 79 documents were created in Magiq for service requests for December with 59 completed on time 
giving a 75% average completion rate. Council received 3 compliments in December and staff received a letter 
of acknowledgement which has been well received. 

 

 

July August September October November December

Total Documents 163 198 118 188 156 79

Completed on Time 119 146 90 114 111 59

Completed Late 20 24 12 26 26 11

Pending & Overdue 24 28 16 48 19 9

% completed on time 73% 74% 76% 61% 71% 75%

% Completed overall 85% 86% 86% 74% 88% 89%

Target 85% 85% 85% 85% 85% 85%
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Other key projects/meetings 

 
Risk module – CAMMs risk module – testing complete and terms of reference sent out to estimate cost of 
completing risk assessments across the organisation, this is still in progress. 
 
Enterprise Bargaining – Balonne Shire Council Certified Agreement 2018 was certified by the Industrial 
Relations Commission on 17 December, 2018. 
 
Annual report 
Adopted at November meeting and with the printers 
Was signed off by external auditors and is now on website 
 
Budget review for Quarter 2 preparations have commenced 
 
Wild Dog Exclusion Fencing project continuing 
 

205 - GENERAL ADMINISTRATION  2018/19 Budget Actual as at 
7/12/2018 

Comments 

Levee Bank Contingencies $160,000 $61,589 Tracking under 
budget 

IR/HR Consultancy $20,000 $2,460 Tracking under 
budget 

Replacement and New PC's/Laptops $20,000 $4,027 Tracking under 
budget 

Asset Valuations $8,000 $45,061 Full asset revaluation 
committed for 

2018/19 and budget 
review Q2 will adjust  

Customer After Hours Call Centre $5,000 0 No cost to date 

Magiq Publishing Portal and Magiq Mobile 

Module 

$9,000 
$3,700 

$13,670 Slightly over budget 
and project still 

pending live release 

IT Security Review $12,000 0 Initial security testing 
undertaken by firm 

and quotations 
pending 
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Corporate Services Operational 
Projects 

$237,700 $126,807 Overall budget is 
tracking on target 

Airport Master Plan $40,000 0 Terms of reference 
underway 

Digital Cemetery Records $8000 0 Not commenced 

 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
   
 

Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Financial Information Report December 2018 

DATE:   

AGENDA REF: ICFS2 

AUTHOR: Tracey Lee - Manager Finance Services  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Monthly Financial Information Report for the period ended 31 December 2018 
 

 
 

Attachments 

1. Monthly Info Reports December 2018.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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(IIFS) INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 
ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

IIFS1 MONTHLY REPORT FOR 
THE JANUARY 2019 
COUNCIL MEETING 

From the Director of Infrastructure Services - reporting for the 
month of December. 

 

 

183 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report for the January 2019 Council Meeting 

DATE: 08.01.19  

AGENDA REF: IIFS1 

AUTHOR: Catherine Rogan - Administration Officer  

  

 

Executive Summary 

From the Director of Infrastructure Services - reporting for the month of December. 
 

 
0701-Main Roads Works 

 Maintenance work carried out during the month on behalf of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) is 
detailed in the attached RMPC Supervisor’s report.  

 Realignment of the Thallon Bridge commenced in November 2018. Work continues. 
 

0702-Private Works   

 Private works (road repairs/joinery work) for Brown Brothers Contractors were completed in December 
2018. 

 
0400-Council Roads / Streets / Bridge Work 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Works Supervisor’s report. 

 The R2R Gravel Re-sheeting project. TIDS funded Kooroon Road re-sheeting – both sections of gravel 
re-sheeting have been completed. Floodway widening works at Moonie River crossing commenced in 
December. The two metre cement margin was completed in December with only the rock batter 
protection remaining. The inflow of river water over the crossing has delayed completion.                
TIDS Mitchell–Bollon Road – Mixing and laying of base gravel was completed in December 2018. The 
soil erosion encroaching on a land holder’s boundary has been rectified. Maintenance grading on 
Mitchell Bollon Road and Runnymeade Road needed due to the haulage of the base material was 
completed this month.  
 

 Acting Roads Supervisor, Ray White, undertook road ratings on the following local roads: Talwood-
Mungindi Road, Noondoo-Mungindi Road, Cubbie Road, Salmon Road Bypass and Wanganui Lane 
throughout the month. This job will continue into next month. 
 

 Maintenance grading – Grading of Woolerina Road and Warrie Road commenced in November and 
was completed in December 2018. Grading of Noondoo-Mungindi and Corack Road commenced in 
December and is on-going.  
 

0440-Aerodromes 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 
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 Rectification works undertaken by the Bureau of Meteorology (BOM) on the Automated Weather 
Information System (AWIS) were completed in December.  
 

0450-Plant and Equipment 

 Details are included in the attached Workshop Supervisor’s report. 
 
0510-Housing 

 Routine maintenance is ongoing. 
 

0520-Recreation and Sport  

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

 Construction of the Dirranbandi Sports Facility continues. A defects inspection is scheduled for Friday 
the 11th January 2019. 

 Refurbishment of the Rowden Park Grandstand continued. Additional final works to commence 
January 2019. 

 
0521-Swimming Pools  

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

 Items identified during the Dirranbandi Pool Committee AGM are being addressed by council staff. 

 Councillors have agreed to co-locate the Thermal Springs in the St George pool precinct. Struxi Design 
are preparing a new concept proposal. 
 

0530-Parks and Gardens 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

 BSC17/18 Q13 – St George River Foreshore Canoe Ramp Carpark Upgrade. Works continued during 
the month with new gardens to be planted in January 2019.   

 
0535-Halls/Civic/Cultural Centres 

 Routine maintenance is ongoing. 
 
0555-Showgrounds 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

 Works continued on the construction of a fourth set of horse stables using Work Camp. Removal of the 
existing stables was completed in November. Assembly of the stables is scheduled to commence in the 
January 2019. 
 

0615-Cemeteries 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

 Routine maintenance, including mowing, is ongoing. 

 Construction of the 2018-19 concrete plinth commenced in December 2018. 
 

0620-Street Cleaning 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 
 
625-Public Conveniences 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor report. 
 
4000-Urban Waste Water 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 
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5000-Urban Water 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

 Monthly consumption figures are given in the attached reports. 
 

Capital/Special Maintenance Works Progress 

  As per the attached Infrastructure Directorate 2018/2019 spreadsheet.  
 
Meetings / Training 

 The monthly RMPC meeting was held with TMR. Year-to-date maintenance works and revenue is on 
schedule with the program. Because BSC is on schedule, TMR advised there is an opportunity to 
increase 2018/19 revenue through shoulder stabilisation work on sections of the State Controlled 
roads. This revenue has now been increased by $810,000. 

 
Current Tenders 

 

Attachments 

1. Town Maintenance Reports - Period Ending 31 December 2018.pdf ⇩  
2. Road Maintenance Report - Period End 31 Dec 2018.pdf ⇩  
3. Road Construction Report - Period End 31 Dec 2018.pdf ⇩  
4. Plant Maintenance Report - Period End 31 Dec 2018.pdf ⇩  
5. Balonne Shire Water Usage 2018-19 - Period End 31 December 2018.pdf ⇩  
6. Infrastructure Directorate 2018-19 Report - Period End 31 December 2018.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Ross Drabble 
Director Infrastructure Services  
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(ICES) COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

ICES1 MONTHLY REPORT The Community & Environmental Sustainability Report for the 
month of December 2018 is presented for Council’s information 

.  

197 

ICES2 MONTHLY REPORT Manager of Rural Services report for December 2018 is 
presented to Council for information.  

208 

ICES3 STOCK ROUTE 
MANAGEMENT ACT 2002 & 
STOCK ROUTE 
MANAGEMENT 
REGULATIONS 2003 

From the Manager of Rural Services and Compliance reporting 
on the changes within the Stock Route Management Act 2002 & 
Stock Route Management Regulations 2003.  

214 
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OFFICER REPORT 
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report 

DATE: 08.01.19  

AGENDA REF: ICES1 

AUTHOR: Digby Whyte - Director Community and Environmental Services  

  

 

Executive Summary 

The Community & Environmental Sustainability Report for the month of December 2018 is presented for 
Council’s information 
. 
 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT APPROVALS 

 
Value of Building Works  
Council’s building certifier has approved building applications to the value of $369 850 for the month of 
November 2018. 
 
The value of building applications approved by private certification is $179 203 for the financial year so far.  
 
In total building applications to the value of $1 537 328 has been approved so far this financial year. 
 
November 2018: 

BA 
No 

Applicant Owner Address Lot & 
Plan 

Builder Class Descripti
on  

Value of 
Works  

Approval 
Date 

5165 Brian 
Worthington 

Brian 
Worthi
ngton 

31-33 
Henry St, 
ST 
GEORGE 

2RP1898
20 

TBA 10a Shed 
Extension 

 $4,600  

28.11.18 

5166 Burke 
Industries Pty 
Ltd 

Patrici
a M 
Gould 

64-66 
Albert St, 
ST 
GEORGE 

704RP85
1307 

Burke 
Industrie
s Pty ltd 

1a Demolitio
n of 
Dwelling  

 $72,000  

28.11.18 

5167 Andrew 
Steele C/o 
Ultimate 
Planning 
Solutions Pty 
Ltd 

Janda 
Corpor
ation 
Austral
ia Pty 
Limited 

82 Grey 
St, ST 
GEORGE 

5RP3185
3 

Burke 
Industrie
s Pty ltd 

1a Demolitio
n of 
Dwelling 

 

28.11.18 
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5169 Ron Irwin 
Builders Pty 
Ltd 

John 
Traver
s 

12541 
Carnarvo
n Hwy, ST 
GEORGE 

14RP800
276 

Ron 
Irwin 

1a New 
Dwelling 

 $266,640 

28.11.18 

5172 MB & JE 
Beitz 
Builders 

 41-49 
Maud St, 
HEBEL 

901H3101 Matthew 
Beitz 

9b Shade 
Structure 

 $26,610 

28.11.18 

 
Development Applications 
 

 A development application for a material change of use (MCU) 162 has been received from the applicant 
for ‘Euraba’ 12730 Castlereagh Highway, Dirranbandi. The application is at the Referral Part.  

 A development application for a reconfiguration of a lot (RL) 98 has been received from the owner for 81-
85 Alfred Street, St George affecting Lot 1 on RP41282, Lot 2 on RP41282 and Lot 1 on RP100467. The 
application is at the Decision Part.  

 A development application for a reconfiguration of a lot (RL) 99 has been received from the owner for 85 
Bowen Street, St George affecting Lot 11 STG857. The application is at the Decision Part.  
 

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

Natural Environment: 

 General health inspections carried out.   

 There was one notifiable diseases reported during December 2018 

 There was one food recalls actioned in December 2018 
 

Local Laws: 

 The new Model and Subordinate Local Laws have been finalised and sent to Minister for viewing.  This 
document was sent on 30 November 2018 

 All programs associated with the implementation of the local laws have been carried out. 

 Training on the new local laws will begin with staff from January 2019 – Council is currently negotiating 
with King & Co on what is the best option for the training of staff.  There is approximately 25 staff that will 
need to be trained in this space.  

 Education of community will begin from February 2019 
 
Public Health: 

 Food Licences and Out Door Dining Permits are currently being audited and inspections being carried out.  
 
Waste Water Services: 

 Council’s sewerage treatment plants are currently operating in a good condition. 

 Waste water analysis continues each month.   
  

Urban Water Supplies: 
 Weekly microbiological samples of St George’s bore water supply were taken and tested. 
 Samples were taken and tested from all other towns during the period. 

 
Waste Management: 

 The Contract /Tender Documents for the St George landfill are currently being assessed by Council. 

 The CRS went live on  1 November 2018 in Queensland 

 The St George Lions Club will be the area co-ordinator and refund point. It is anticipated that this processing 
plant will go live in January 2019 
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St George landfill    

 The landfill site is presently operating in a reasonable condition.  

 A new boundary fence will be installed between the St George landfill and Riverston early in the new year..   

 Quotations have been received and the installation of new fencing at the transfer station will also begin in 
the new year.  

 
Dirranbandi landfill 

 The landfill site is presently operating in a reasonable condition. 

 Overall maintenance has been carried out at the landfill.   
 
Thallon landfill 

 The landfill site at Thallon is currently operating in a good condition.    

 A new trench was excavated prior to Christmas 

 The site maintenance was carried out with the re-positioning of the concrete waste, the scrap material, and 
the installation of greenwaste bunded area.  This new bunded area allows for the greenwaste to be burnt 
safely.    

 Overall the site has been welcomed by the community of Thallon. 
 
Bollon landfill 

 The landfill site at Bollon is currently operating in a good condition.   

 Site improvements have been undertaken by a local contractor.   

 The concrete has been buried and the greenwaste burnt.  

  The general waste pit has been compacted and covered.   

 A new greenwaste bunded area has also be installed.   

 A new animal pit has been installed for use by the community 

 The site upgrade has been welcomed by the community of Bollon. 
 
Hebel landfill 

 The landfill site at Hebel is currently operating in a good condition.   
 
Nindigully landfill 

 The landfill site at Nindigully is currently operating in a good condition 
 
   

LOCAL LAWS (Animal Control) 

 

Information 
Other 

Animal 
Cat Dog 

Year to date 
from July 

2018 

Registered Animals   8 1304 

Impoundments      2 

Euthanized       

Reunited with owners      

Status not 
determined /other 

     

Rehomed     2 

Other Animals      
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BALONNE SHIRE VISITOR INFORMATION CENTRE REPORT  
DECEMBER 2018 
 
Visitation to the Balonne Shire 
DECEMBER 2018 
There were 404 visitors recorded for December 2018 through the Visitor Information Centre (VIC) in St 
George.  This is a decrease of 43 compared to December 2017. 
The following is a breakdown of the location of the visitors.  

o Local Shire    154  

o New South Wales   54  

o Victoria   9  

o Queensland    138  

o South Australia   6  

o Northern Territory   1  

o Australian Capital Territory    2   

o Western Australia   3   

o Tasmania   3  

o Overseas/International 34  

 
The VIC also received 30 tourism related phone enquiries and 8 email/internet tourism related enquiries during 
December. 
 

Visitor Numbers through 
Balonne Shire Visitor Information Centre

 

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

3000

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2013/2014 2014/2015 2015/2016 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019

Visitation Numbers 14063 13548 13984 13078 11530 6855

0

2000

4000

6000

8000

10000

12000

14000

16000

V
is

it
o

r 
N

u
m

b
e

rs
 

Financial Yearly Visitation Totals 



 

 

ICES1 
 

Page 201 of 392 17 January 2019 

 

DIRRANBANDI RTC  
 
DECEMBER 2018 
There were 116 visitors recorded for December 2018 through the Dirranbandi Rural Transaction Centre (RTC), 
when compared to 51 visitors in December 2017 this is an increase of 65 visitors through the RTC. 
The following is a breakdown of the location of the visitors.  

o Queensland:  61 

o New South Wales:  23  

o Victoria:   14 

o Other Australia:   16 

o Overseas:   2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VOLUNTEER PROJECT AND ACTIVITIES  

 Volunteers staffed the Visitor Information Centre for 91.55 hours of the 176 hours it was open during 
December 2018. 

 Volunteers enjoyed the Annural Volunteer Christmas Famil to visit Dirranbandi and Hebel on Tuesday 
18th December.  The Famil was an opportunity to showcase these communities, celebrate Christmas 
together and thank our volunteers for all the work they do.   

 Two new Volunteers to be signed up in January 2019. These Volunteers are also keen to work 
weekends. 

 
TOURISM DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES  

 Acting Tourism Development Officer continuing to work on collating content and images for the St 
George and Surrounds Travellers’ Guide upgrade. New brochure to be released late February 2019. 

 Acting Tourism Development Officer and Communication Officer Julie Davies have been working in 
conjunction to showcase various local tourism businesses through social media.  These have been 
well received with more plans to showcase other businesses in the New Year.  

 
TOURISM ORGANISATION REPRESENTATION 
 
 Southern Queensland Country Tourism (SQCT) 
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 The information and newsletters have been forwarded out to our Operators for their information.  

 Membership renewal has been paid for the 2018/19 financial year.  
 

Adventure Way Promotions Group 

 Adventure Way Membership Invoices sent to Shire Councils on 14th December 2018.       

 Financial Statement, Treasurers Report and Letter of Resignation from former Tourism 
Development Officer of the Adventure Way Promotions Group were emailed to members on the 
20th December 2018. 

 
MEETINGS AND TRAINING  

 The Balonne Shire Tourism Operators meeting was held on 11th December. The next meeting to 
be held on Wednesday 20th March 2019. 

 Monthly Catch Up meetings held with Cr Fuhrmeister and Director of Community and 
Environmental Sustainability (DCES) regarding Tourism. 

 
 ST GEORGE & SURROUNDS FACEBOOK PAGE 

 There are currently a total of 547 likes (an increase of 28)  

 553 followers (increase of 29) 

 
 
COMMUNITY AND LIBRARIES 

  
Library Services – December 2018 

 
Total Monthly loans 
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Total Monthly Membership 
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Activities and Programs 

 School holidays activities commenced Monday 17 December 2018 with a variety of Christmas craft 

and board games activities  

 A five week school holiday program has been developed.  The programs included STEM and robotic 

activities. 

 Storytime held on the Friday 14th December theme was Countdown to Christmas.  

   
 
 
 

Community Sponsorship, Donations and Grants – as at 31 December 2018 
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As at 31 December 2018 Council has approved a total of sixteen (16) requests for assistance through the 
Community Donation, Sponsorship and Grants program totalling $8,176.00, compared to this time last year of 
sixteen (16) applications with the total value of $7,982.00. No applications where approved in December 2017. 
  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Community Groups/organisation meeting minutes 
 St George & District Chamber of Commerce, December 2018 

 
 

 

Attachments 

1. St George & District Chamber of Commerce, December 2018 ⇩  
   

 

Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report 

DATE: 08.01.19  

AGENDA REF: ICES2 

AUTHOR: Karl Hempstead - Manager Rural Services  

  

 

Executive Summary 
Manager of Rural Services report for December 2018 is presented to Council for information. 
 

 

Stock Routes General/Drover 
Current stock route travel permits ongoing:- 
 

 1 x travel permit for drover Stan Lees for 1300 head of mixed breed – partial ownership Howard 
Hobbs and 2 other landholders from Charleville. Go slow issued after pink eye contamination on 38 
head/vet certification. Stan crossed over the bridge at St George on New Year’s Eve last year with one 
beast needing assistance by front end loader after falling – animal perished later as a result.  

  

                  
 

 Permit issued to Steve Sykes & drover Sam Lysaht for approximately 870 head of cattle to enter the 
Balonne Shire around the 30th December 2018. Travel from Nindigully to Bollon at this stage 
dependant on pasture. 

 Permit issued to Brad Brazier to move cattle from Whyenbah road to Goondiwindi Regional Council, 
travel to commence on 6th January 2019 for over 600 head. 

 Michael Beresford who has been agisting privately remains over the Xmas break at Galonga until he 
can seek private agistment. Establishing a State agistment permit for him in the interim. 
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Above – drovers passing through town near the dump and drovers near the Golf Club. 
 
Pest Animals 

 
 

 Continue with phase 2 aerial baiting project under QFPI – reports to DAFF need to be adjusted - as a request 
from the oversight committee – only a couple of small issues to sort out. 

 Surveys conducted on private lands for spread of Harissa cactus (Moombah) Teelba Road. 

 Updated survey completed during the reporting period for the Booligar coral cactus infestation. 

 Manager Rural Services attended Shire Weed mapping seminar in Toowoomba prior to Xmas break up. 

 Progressing with the implementation of the biosecurity plan and 5 year wild dog plan. 
 

Pest Plants: 

Swift NRM aboriginal rangers spraying St George Bollon Road 2018 – concentrating on mother of millions and specific 
pear species and will continue into the 2019 financial year. 
 
 
NRM Weed Spraying Program 
 
NRM aboriginal rangers have been busy spraying the Balonne Highway for follow up on mother of millions, velvety tree 
pair, moon cactus and other weeds – rangers have stopped work as of 19th December for Xmas break. 
 
Coral Cactus – “Booligar” 
 
Ongoing project – Survey and inspection carried out on the 18th December 
 

Town Commons and Firebreaks: 

All town commons operating normally – Thallon is still shut. 

Contractor has completed grading of stock route fire trails and fire breaks around state water facilities and some stock 
routes. 

 
Vehicle Usage: 
 
Rural Service Utility Number 3515 has travelled 1,815 km this reporting period.  
 
General:  
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Short reporting period due to Xmas/New Year break.  
 
Due to a couple of rain events early in December the stock route pasture to the East and North East is moderate, 
however to the west the situation remains quite dismal. Drover activity remains quite active and according to phone calls 
from desperate landholders in NSW it may even get busier in January 2019. As mentioned in Novembers report all stock 
route capital works projects are now complete. Small jobs have been completed including the new gates on the levee for 
the stock route crossing on Herbert Street, new fence around stock route reserve on Whyenbah Road which may be a 
possible alternative RV camping site. 
 
Other operational stock route jobs to be completed in January include:- 

 3 x used 5000 gallon tanks retrieved from ‘Mulga View” water facility to be placed at St George stock pound  
As extra water holding tanks – tanks will be filled from channel pipe line as required – this will give the holding 
yards 25,000 gallons total capacity. 

 Purge Boombah 2 and Boombah 1 dams. 

 Repairs to ‘Bonathorne water facility’ – requires new pad support and new fittings to tanks. 

 Continue with ongoing maintenance. 
 
During the reporting period there were two weed surveys carried out by the Manager Rural Services and John Conroy, 
Biosecurity Queensland. A full survey for Harrisia cactus conducted on “Moombah’ on the 17th December – two specific 
species were found and one is yet to be determined as a new species – predominant ground runner. Most of the 
infestation was located in a small radial area around the outstation cottage located to the south of the homestead and 
nestled beside the Moonie River. Some plants were found within the flood zone area and mapped accordingly – groups 
of plants were sprayed as necessary to determine affective spray and herbicide usage. 
 
A follow up survey was conducted at ‘Booligar for the coral cactus infestation – a radial inspection was carried out with 
visual inspection showing great results from the release of the cochineal bug some 18 months prior – some areas totally 
eradicated and outlying areas of the infestation now showing affects from the bug. Total radius is estimated to be more 
than 2.5kms. 
 

      
Harrisia cactus at Moombah                      Kevin Fontaine testing herbicide on new species of  
                                                                   Harrisia 
 

   
Survey on affected coral cactus at           total wipe out by the Cochineal bug at one section 
Booligar on the 18th December.                 Of the coral cactus infestation       
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The was no request for factory baits and no on ground baiting during the reporting period – probably too hot and too dry 
 

 
Animal Control – Local Laws 
 

Normal animal control patrols during the reporting period with little happening on ground, however there was 
incidents with reference to animal welfare – one dog was ceased at the high school for wandering and the 
animal was taken to the vet due to a puncture wound on its neck and collar rubbing that was severe. The vet 
medicated the animal and suggested the owner does not get the animal back due to cruelty. Negotiations with 
The owners family members ensured the dog was re-homed and guaranteed to be well looked after in the 
future. 
A second dog was ceased after a complaint was given to Council and taken to the vet for inspection, the 
animal was looked after but has a strange skin infection on its back – this infection is now being taken care of 
and the animal’s welfare is guaranteed. 
Several dogs were surrendered for re-homing but there were difficulties in getting animal rescue teams to St 
George in late December – Negotiations have taken place with mini rescue to ensure the animals are picked 
up faster from our local pound and re-homed.  
Greg Barber our new compliance officer spent time with Goondiwindi Regional local laws officers to get 
valuable experience and training on ground during the reporting period. 
Council have received complaints from residences adjacent Sandy lane and Herbert Street regarding motor 
bike activity over the Xmas break and New Year. The motor bikes are causing noise and dust pollution and as 
a result the compliance team have placed no motor bike signage on entrances to Sandy lane. The Manager of 
rural services spoke to police regarding the matter and police now will enforce compliance in that area. 
 

       
Injury to dog from choker chain and rubbing from chain around         Dog with dermatitis  
neck. 
 

 New compliance signs on Sandy Lane to stop off road motorbike 
usage. 
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Attachments 

1. Training Report - Greg Barber.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: 
Stock Route Management Act 2002 & Stock Route Management Regulations 
2003 

DATE: 08.01.19  

AGENDA REF: ICES3 

AUTHOR: Karl Hempstead - Manager Rural Services  
  

 

Executive Summary 

From the Manager of Rural Services and Compliance reporting on the changes within the Stock Route 
Management Act 2002 & Stock Route Management Regulations 2003. 
 
 

Background 

Stock Route Management Network 
The current management arrangements are with the Department of Natural Resources, Mines and Energy 
(DNRME) and Local Governments under the new act Stock Route Management Act 2002 {Previously known 
as the Land Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management) Act 2002} (Attachment One). The Stock Route 
Management Act 2002 coincides with the Stock Route Management Regulations 2003 for the charging of the 
fees.  
 
Local Governments are responsible for the following:  

 Day-to-day administration and management; and 

 Some network maintenance. 
 
State Government is responsible for the following:  

 Providing policy and legislative advice; 

 Operational guidelines; 

 Compliance support; 

 Reviewing decision; 

 Managing asset maintenance; and 

 Training local government stock route officers. 
 
The Queensland Stock Route Network Management Strategy provides a framework for managing stock route 
activities and allocating available resources. There are twenty-four (24) Local Governments in central and 
western Queensland who are required to have local management plans for their area of the stock route 
network and Balonne Shire Council is one of them. (Attachment Three) 
 
Council undertakes all permits both Travel and Grazing (Agistment) permits through the Stock Route 
Management System (SRMS). The fees for Stock Route Travel Permits are dictated by the State Government 
and Local Government has no control on these set fees which are $0.02 per head. Grazing (Agistment) 
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Permits are charged out at the following rates depending on the type of reserve, water facility or pasture which 
is stated under the Stock Route Management Regulations 2003, and therefore Council can no longer issue 
Drought Declaration Letters for Agistment under the Act. The fees are as follows:  
 

 Minimum Fee   $1.16 per head, per week 

 Maximum Fee  $2.80 per head, per week 
 
Under the Act Local Governments are responsible for complying with the following Principles:  
Chapter 3, Part 1 – Principles of stock route network management  
 

The principles of stock route network management are as follows— 
1. Public awareness 

• Public awareness and knowledge of the network’s multiple uses, environmental values and cultural 
values must be raised to increase the capacity and willingness of individuals to protect the network. 

2. Commitment 
• Effective management of the stock route network requires a long-term commitment by the 
community to management of the network. 

3. Consultation and partnership 
• Consultation and partnership arrangements between local communities, industry groups, State 
government agencies and local governments must be established to Authorised by the Parliamentary 
Counsel achieve a collaborative approach to stock route network management. 

4. Management 
• The stock route network must be managed— 
(a) to ensure it remains available for public use; and 
(b) to maintain and improve the network’s natural resources and travelling stock facilities for use by 
travelling stock and for other purposes. 

5. Payment for use 
• A person who benefits from using the network must pay a reasonable amount for its use. 

6. Planning 
• Stock route network management must be consistent at local, regional and State levels to ensure 
resources for managing the network are used to target management priorities. 

7. Monitoring and evaluation 
• Regular monitoring and evaluation of the network’s natural resources and travelling stock facilities is 
necessary to improve stock route network management practices. 
 

However Council can have set administration fees for a Stock Route Travel and Grazing Permit Application 
and renewal or change of route. Currently adjoining Councils are charging the following internal fees for both 
Travel and Grazing Permits, these fees are to cover the cost of administration and part of the departmental 
costs of constantly monitoring the droving movements or grazing location:  
 

 TRAVEL PERMITS  
1) Initial Application Fee for Travel Permits   $150.00  
2) Application Renewal or Change of Route   $75.00 

 

 GRAZING (Agistment) PERMITS  
1) Initial Application Fee for Grazing Permits  $150.00 
2) Application Renewal or Change    $75.00 
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Attachments 

1. Stock Route Management Act 2002 CURRENT.pdf ⇩  
2. Stock Route Management Regulations 2003.pdf ⇩  
3. Queensland Stock Route Network Management Strategy 2014-19.pdf ⇩  
   

 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services 
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