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ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS 
1. Opening 

2. Council Prayer 

3. Attendance 
 Expected attendance of this meeting is as follows:     

Councillors  Staff/Consultants  

Cr RW Marsh (Mayor) -Full Meeting Mr Matthew Magin (Chief Executive Officer) -Whole Meeting 

Cr RG Fuhrmeister -Full Meeting Mrs Michelle Clarke (Director Finance & Corporate 
Services) 

-Whole Meeting 

Cr FM Gaske -Full Meeting Mr Andrew Boardman (Director Infrastructure 
Services) 

-As required for 
IFS 

Cr SC O’Toole -Full Meeting Dr Digby Whyte (Director Community & 
Environmental Services) 

-As required for 
CES 

Cr  RI  Paul -Full Meeting   

Cr SS Scriven -Full Meeting   

Cr ID Todd -Full Meeting   

 

4. Leave of Absence  

5. (COM) Confirmation of Minutes of the General Meeting held on 21 March, 2019.Confirmation of Minutes 

6. Declaration of Conflicts of Interest 

7. Deputations   

Organisation Name/s Subject Time 

JLT Mr Allan Balloch To give an insurance update 10:00am 

 

8. Councillor Reports 

9. Meeting Business by Corporate Function  

Chief Executive Officer 

Finance & Corporate Services  

Infrastructure Services  

Community & Environmental Services  

10. Confidential Items 

Chief Executive Officer  

Finance & Corporate Services  

Infrastructure Services  

Community & Environmental Services  

11. General Business 

12. Information Reports 

Chief Executive Officer  

Finance & Corporate Services  

Infrastructure Services  

Community & Environmental Services  
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 (FCS) FINANCE AND CORPORATE SERVICES 
ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

FCS1 AUDIT COMMITTEE 
MINUTES 19 MARCH 2019 

Audit Committee Minutes 19 March 2019 4 

FCS2 QUARTERLY 
PERFORMANCE REPORT - 
QUARTER 3 - 2018/19 

The Quarterly Performance Report for Quarter 3 – 2018/19 is 
presented to council for adoption.  

9 

FCS3 INDEPENDENT AUDIT 
CHAIRPERSON AND 
INDEPENDENT AUDIT 
COMMITTEE MEMBER 

Appointment of Independent Audit Chairperson and Independent 
Audit Committee member 

73 

FCS4 GIFTS POLICY Gifts Policy, applicable to councillors and staff 75 

FCS5 MONTHLY FINANCE 
REPORT MARCH 2019 

Monthly Finance Report March 2019 83 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Audit Committee Minutes 19 March 2019 

DATE: 04.04.19  

AGENDA REF: FCS1 

AUTHOR: Michelle Clarke - Director Finance & Corporate Services  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Audit Committee Minutes 19 March 2019 
 

Background 

The Audit Committee met on the 19 March 2019 and adopted the External Audit Plan for 2018/19. The 
minutes are attached for confirmation by council. 
 
The Independent member, Mr Jason Quinnell from the Goondiwindi Regional Council has resigned and there 
is a separate council report to recommend we advertise for a replacement.  

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Governance Financial management for long-term sustainability 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Mr Jason Quinnell 
Mr James Hetherington 
Prosperity Advisors 
Queensland Audit Office 

Legal Implications 

S210 Local Government Regulations 2012 – The Audit Committee is required to review the auditor-general’s 
report and auditor-general’s observation report about the local government’s financial statements for the 
preceding financial year.  The External Audit Plan is the first step in this process was signed off by 31 March 
2019. 

Policy Implications 

Nil 
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Financial and Resource Implications 

The external audit this year cost is $42,600. 
 

Attachments 

1. AC_19032019_MIN_391.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That the minutes of the Audit Committee 19 March 2019 be received and noted; 
 
 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Quarterly Performance Report - Quarter 3 - 2018/19 

DATE: 08.04.19  

AGENDA REF: FCS2 

AUTHOR: Michelle Clarke - Director Finance & Corporate Services  

  

 

Executive Summary 

The Quarterly Performance Report for Quarter 3 – 2018/19 is presented to council for adoption. 
 

Background 

The Chief Executive Officer must present a written assessment of the local government’s progress towards 
implementing the annual operational plan of not more than 3 months.  The progress report for Quarter 3 is 
attached. 
 
Each section provides an overview of performance in graphical form.  Traffic lights give an indication of the 
performance for Quarter 3 being 1 January 2019 – 31 March 2019.  Green lights generally have no 
commentary as they are on track.  Amber lights indicate that the action or KPI needs monitoring. A red traffic 
light indicates that targets have not been met, work has not commenced or the KPI has not been achieved.  

Link to Corporate Plan 

Function Key Program Area 

Inclusive & Ethical Governance Corporate Governance: To provide effective organisational 
leadership through strategic planning, accountability and ethical 
standards of practice. 

Consultation (internal/external) 

All Directors have been given the opportunity to provide commentary on the progress the Milestones and Key 
Performance Indicators within the Operational Plan.  

Legal Implications 

This report complies with Section 174(3) Local Government Regulations 2012. 

Policy Implications 

Not applicable 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Not applicable. 
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Attachments 

1. Quarterly performance report Quarter 3 2018-19 ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That in accordance with Section 174(3) of the Local Government Regulations, 2012 Council adopt the 
Quarterly Performance Report for Quarter 3 of 2018/19. 
 

 
 

Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Independent Audit Chairperson and Independent Audit Committee member 

DATE: 04.04.19  

AGENDA REF: FCS3 

AUTHOR: Michelle Clarke - Director Finance & Corporate Services  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Appointment of Independent Audit Chairperson and Independent Audit Committee member 
 

Background 

Council appointed an independent Audit Chairperson at its ordinary meeting on 17 August 2019, Mr James 
Hetherington.  That appointment is due to expire on 27 August 2019.  The Audit Committee operate in cycles 
relevant to the financial year and preparation of the financial statements.  Given that in August the Audit 
Committee will not have finalised the review of financial statements it is recommended that this appointment 
be extended.  The Audit Committee Councillor members and external audit are satisfied with the current 
arrangement and this report recommends extending this appointment for a further two years to provide stability 
and continuity in the Audit Committee to 31 December 2021. 
 
Mr Jason Quinnell has been a long serving independent member of the Audit Committee. He is the Director 
Corporate & Community Services in Goondiwindi.  Mr Quinnell recently resigned from his position on the Audit 
Committee that leaves a place to appoint an independent member.  Council may call for expressions of 
interest from the Balonne Shire community or extend further seeking a professional representative.  It is 
recommended that this position expire on 31 December 2022 to allow some succession planning. Council may 
at any time amend this arrangement by agreement. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Function Key Program Area 

Inclusive & Ethical Governance  Corporate Governance: To provide effective organisational 
leadership through strategic planning, accountability and ethical 
standards of practice.   

Consultation (internal/external) 

Audit Committee 
External Auditors 

Legal Implications 

Nil 
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Policy Implications 

The Terms of Reference will require amendment once the Independent Audit Committee member is confirmed. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

The Independent Audit Chairperson role attracts meeting fees, depending on the number of meetings held. 
The Independent Audit Committee member to date has not attracted any cost, however it is likely it will in the 
future.   
 

Attachments 

Nil 
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
1. That Mr James Hetherington’s appointment as Independent Audit Committee Chairperson be 

extended to 31 December 2021 at the current meeting fees; 
2. That Council call for expressions of interest from the Balonne Shire community to sit as an 

Independent Audit Committee member with the appointment to expire on 31 December 2022. 
 
 

Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Gifts Policy 

DATE: 04.04.19  

AGENDA REF: FCS4 

AUTHOR: Michelle Clarke - Director Finance & Corporate Services  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Gifts Policy, applicable to councillors and staff 
 

Background 

The attached Gifts Policy has been developed for Council’s adoption.  It is applicable to all councillors and 
staff and is consistent with the Local Government Act and Regulations. The policy requires disclosure of gifts 
over $50.00 (via a form) and reminds all councillors and senior executives of the requirement to list all 
hospitality/gifts in the register of interests. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Governance High levels of accountability and compliance 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Senior Leadership Group 

Legal Implications 

The Local Government Act principles require the ethical behaviour of all councillors and employees, as well as 
openness and transparency. This policy provides a framework to demonstrate these principles.  

Policy Implications 

This is a new policy and relevant also to the Code of Conduct for both Councillors and Employees. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Not applicable 
 

Attachments 

1. Gifts Policy ⇩  
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Recommendation/s 

That the attached Gifts Policy be adopted by Council.  
 
 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Finance Report March 2019 

DATE: 08.04.19  

AGENDA REF: FCS5 

AUTHOR: Tracey Lee - Manager Finance Services  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Monthly Finance Report March 2019 
 

 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Governance Financial management for long-term sustainability 

 
 

Attachments 

1. Monthly Finance Report March 2019.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That the monthly Financial Management Report for the period ending 31 March 2019, as tabled, be received 
and noted. 
 
 

Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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(IFS) INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 
ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

IFS1 ST GEORGE CRICKET 
ASSOCIATION BUILDING 
APPLICATION FEE 
WAIVER REQUEST 

St George Cricket Association has requested that Balonne Shire 
Council waive the $310 building application fee for installation of 
flood lighting adjacent to the cricket nets at Rowden Park.  

95 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: St George Cricket Association Building Application Fee Waiver Request 

DATE: 08.04.19  

AGENDA REF: IFS1 

AUTHOR: Raelene McVinish - Asset/GIS Officer  

  

 

Executive Summary 

St George Cricket Association has requested that Balonne Shire Council waive the $310 building application 
fee for installation of flood lighting adjacent to the cricket nets at Rowden Park.  
 

Background 

St George Cricket Association submitted a building application to Council for the installation of lighting and 
power to the cricket nets at Rowden Park on 29 March 2019. On 8 April 2019, the St George Cricket 
Association requested that Council waive the $310 application fee, citing that the lighting will enhance a 
community facility.  
 
The building application process generally commences once the application fee has been received as Council 
engages an external building certifier to review the documentation and undertake the assessment. The $310 
fee is cost recovery for Council to engage this contractor. 
 
The Cricket Association has sourced external funding for the supply and installation of flood lighting for night-
time use of the cricket nets.   

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Healthy and active lifestyles 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Fiona Macleod – Balonne Shire Council Planning and Development Officer 
Matthew Magin – Balonne Shire Council Chief Executive Officer 
Nick Hill – St George Cricket Association Secretary  

Legal Implications 

Nil. 
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Policy Implications 

Council is to determine if the request for fee waiver is warranted and whether this will set a precedent for future 
community requests. As the community group has received full funding for this project, the initial grant 
application should have identified this and similar fees in the interests of due diligence.  

Financial and Resource Implications 

The current building application fee is $310.  
 

Attachments 

1. Nick Hill - St George Cricket Association- Building Fee Waiver Application.pdf ⇩  
2. St George Cricket Association Request for Rowden Park Lighting.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council decline the request from the St George Cricket Association to waive the $310 building application 
fee, in the context of setting a precedent for similar requests in the future and that the project received external 
funding that should have included the building application fees. 
 

 
Andrew Boardman 
Director Infrastructure Services  
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(CES) COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

CES1 APPLICATION FOR 
FURTHER DEALING 
(RENEWAL/CONVERSION) 
LOCATED OVER LOT 13 
ON BLM994 

The purpose of this report is for Council to consider the 
proposed renewal or conversion located over Lot 13 on BLM994.  

107 

CES2 APPLICATION FOR 
CONVERSION OVER GHPL 
20/3405 LOCATED OVER 
LOT 1 ON BLM760 

The purpose of this report is for Council to consider the 
proposed conversion of GHPL 20/3405 located over Lot 1 on 
BLM760.  

113 

CES3 CHANGE APPLICATION TO 
MCU 122 - DEVELOPMENT 
APPROVAL FOR 
MATERIAL CHANGE OF 
USE - INDUSTRY 
(MACHINERY STORAGE 
AND WORKSHOP) AT 
WILLOWTHAL ROAD, ST 
GEORGE QLD 4487 
DESCRIBED AS LOT 3 ON 
SP169186 

Council has received a change application from Scott and 
Janene Bowman for Development Permit (MCU 122) Material 
Change of Use – Industry (Machinery Storage and Workshop) 
located at Willowthal Road, St George affecting land described 
as Lot 3 on SP169186.  

120 

CES4 DELEGATION TO CHIEF 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
WASTE REDUCTION AND 
RECYCLING ACT 2011 

In June 2014, Council’s Environmental Health Officer submitted 
a report to Council seeking Council’s resolution to delegate 
powers under the Waste Reduction and Recycling Act 2011 
(WRR Act 2011) to the Chief Executive pursuant to section 
263(1) (b) and section 183 of the WRR Act 2011.  This resolution 
was declined at the time.  

162 

CES5 LANDFILL OPTIONS - 
BINDLE 

Council needs to look at options for waste management/disposal 
for the residents of Bindle due to the closure of the old landfill.  

164 

CES6 ST GEORGE LOW COST 
CAMPING 

From the Manager Tourism reporting on the St George Low Cost 
Camping options.  

167 

CES7 WILD DOG ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE MEETING 5 
MARCH 2019 

Reporting proposed actions and recommendations from the Wild 
Dog Advisory Committee (WDAC) Meeting.  

173 

CES8 COMMUNITY DONATIONS, 
SPONSORSHIP AND 
GRANTS PROGRAM 

Sponsorship Request from St George Tennis Club 202 

CES9 RADF GRANT 
APPLICATION - ST 
GEORGE ART GROUP INC 

From the Community Development Officer, reporting on the 
RADF Grant Application – St George Art Group Inc.  

209 

CES10 RADF GRANT 
APPLICATION - AUSSIE 
QUICK QUILT ROADSHOW 

From the Community Development Officer, reporting on the 
RADF Grant Application received from Aussie Quick Quilt 
Roadshow.  

221 

CES11 RADF GRANT 
APPLICATION - MARANOA 
PERFORMING ARTS 

From the Community Development Officer, reporting on the 
RADF Grant Application received from Maranoa Performing Arts.  

234 
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CES12 RADF GRANT 
APPLICATION - 
DIRRANBANDI PROGRESS 
ASSOCIATION 

From the Community Development Officer, reporting on the 
RADF Grant Application received from Dirranbandi Progress 
Association.  

247 

CES13 RADF GRANT 
APPLICATION - THALLON 
PROGRESS ASSOCIATION 

From the Community Development Officer, reporting on the 
Regional Arts Development Fund 2018-19 round 2 grant 
application -Thallon Progress Association.  

260 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: 
Application for Further Dealing (Renewal/Conversion) located over Lot 13 on 
BLM994 

DATE: 10.04.19  

AGENDA REF: CES1 

AUTHOR: Fiona Macleod - Planning & Development Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

The purpose of this report is for Council to consider the proposed renewal or conversion located over Lot 13 
on BLM994. 
 

Background 

On 22nd March 2019 Council as an advisory agency, received correspondence from the Department of Natural 
Resources, Mines and Energy (DNRME) informing of an application for renewal or conversion of an identified 
parcel of land within Balonne Shire Council area (see attachment 1). 
 
Specifically the land in question is recognised as Lot 13 on BLM994 and occupies a total area of 4.3 hectares. 
The current leased land purpose is for ‘Grazing’. The subject land is situated adjacent to Whyenbah Road and 
Balonne River just outside of Dirranbandi Township, approximately 3 kilometres as the crow flies (see 
attachment 2).  
 
DNRME has requested a response from Balonne Shire Council in advising of any views of requirements that 
the department should consider when assessing the lease renewal or conversion.  
 
It was requested that any objections to the application, and any views or requirements that may affect the 
future use of the land should be received by close of business on 23rd April 2019.  
 
Council’s Planning and Development Officer reviewed the application and recognises that the renewal or 
conversion will not affect any current or future strategic land uses for the area. 
 
Specifically, for the reasons stated below: 

 The site and surrounding area is zoned under the current Balonne Shire Council Planning Scheme as 
Rural and it is anticipated that this will remain in the imminent future given the tenure and also low 
level growth of Dirranbandi Township. Any future development onsite beyond the existing operations 
will continue to be subject to the requirements of the Balonne Shire Council Planning Scheme.  

 Given the existing use of the site for grazing purposes it is anticipated that the land will continue to be 
utilised for these activities which is generally consistent with surrounding uses and the purpose of the 
Rural Zone. 
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The application was also discussed with Council’s Rural Services who stated the following with respect to the 
proposed lease renewal or conversion; 
 

 Given the current land tenure and current/proposed use of the property for ‘Grazing’, no objection is 
offered as it is considered that the stock route operations will not be disrupted in any way by the 
conversion to freehold or lease renewal.  

 
On the basis of the above comments it is recommended by Officers, that Council responds to DNRME citing 
no objection in relation to either the proposed lease renewal or conversion. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Environment Biosecurity, pest management and stock route planning 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Manager Rural Services and Compliance – Karl Hempstead 
Director of Community and Environmental Services – Digby Whyte 

Legal Implications 

Nil 

Policy Implications 

Nil 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Nil 
 

Attachments 

1. Attachment 1 - DNRME Correspondence regarding application for lease renewal or conversion over 
Lot 13 on BLM994.pdf ⇩  

2. Attachment 2 - Location of Lot 13 on BLM994.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

That: 
1. Council does not object to the application lodged with Department of Natural Resources, Mines and 

Energy (DNRME) for further dealing (lease renewal or conversion) located over Lot 13 on BLM994. 
 

 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Application for Conversion over GHPL 20/3405 located over Lot 1 on BLM760 

DATE: 10.04.19  

AGENDA REF: CES2 

AUTHOR: Fiona Macleod - Planning & Development Officer  

  

 

Executive Summary 

The purpose of this report is for Council to consider the proposed conversion of GHPL 20/3405 located over 
Lot 1 on BLM760. 
 

Background 

On 14th March 2019 Council as an advisory agency, received correspondence from the Department of Natural 
Resources, Mines and Energy (DNRME) informing of an application for conversion of an identified parcel of 
land within Balonne Shire Council area (see attachment 1). 
 
Specifically the land in question is recognised as Lot 1 on BLM760 (title reference: 17653089) and occupies a 
total area of 3587 hectares. The current leased land purpose is for ‘Grazing’. The subject land is situated on 
both sides of the Moonie Highway on the border of Balonne Shire and Western Downs Regional Council, 
approximately 80 kilometres as the crow flies from St George (see attachment 2).  
 
DNRME has requested a response from Balonne Shire Council in advising of any views of requirements that 
the department should consider when assessing the conversion.  
 
It was requested that any objections to the application, and any views or requirements that may affect the 
future use of the land should be received by close of business on 14th April 2019.  
 
An email was submitted to DNRME requesting an extension of time for Council to provide a response to the 
correspondence. This request was granted by DNRME and Council is now permitted to provide a response 
until close of business on 23rd April 2019 (see attachment 3).  
 
Council’s Planning and Development Officer reviewed the application and recognises that the conversion will 
not affect any current or future strategic land uses for the area. Specifically, for the reasons stated below: 
 

 The site and surrounding area is zoned under the current Balonne Shire Council Planning Scheme as 
Rural and it is anticipated that this will remain in the imminent future given the distance from towns. 
Any future development onsite beyond the existing operations will continue to be subject to the 
requirements of the Balonne Shire Council Planning Scheme.  
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 Given the existing use of the site for grazing purposes it is anticipated that the land will continue to be 
utilised for these activities which is generally consistent with surrounding uses and the purpose of the 
Rural Zone. 
 

The application was also discussed with Council’s Rural Services who stated the following with respect to the 
proposed conversion; 
 

 Given the current land tenure and current/proposed use of the property for ‘Grazing’, no objection is 
offered as it is considered that the stock route operations will not be disrupted in any way by the 
conversion to freehold.  
  

 Separate to the above, it is recommended that a note be included for DNRME reference that a section 
of stock route passes through the property being secondary stock route along Trackers Crossing Road 
and therefore the landholder must not at any time impact the operations or utilise the stock route 
without consent of Council’s Rural Services .  

 
On the basis of the above comments it is recommended by Officers, that Council responds to DNRME citing 
no objection in relation to the proposed conversion. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Environment Biosecurity, pest management and stock route planning 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Manager Rural Services and Compliance – Karl Hempstead 
Director of Community and Environmental Services – Digby Whyte 

Legal Implications 

Nil 

Policy Implications 

Nil 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Nil 
 

Attachments 

1. Attachment 1 - DNRME Correspondence request for Council views regarding Lot 1 on BLM760.pdf ⇩  
2. Attachment 2 - Location of Lot 1 on BLM760.pdf ⇩  
3. Attachment 3 - Extension of Time Granted to respond to Lot 1 on BLM760 proposed conversion.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation 

That: 
1. Council does not object to the application lodged with Department of Natural Resources, Mines and 

Energy (DNRME) for conversion of GHPL 20/3405 located over Lot 1 on BLM760. 
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NOTE: 
Lot 1 on BLM760 is adjacent to a stock route. Accordingly, the landholder must NOT at any time impact 
the operations or utilise the stock route without consent of Council’s Rural Services. 

 
 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: 
Change Application to MCU 122 - Development Approval for Material Change of 
Use - Industry (Machinery Storage and Workshop) at Willowthal Road, St George 
QLD 4487 described as Lot 3 on SP169186 

DATE: 10.04.19  

AGENDA REF: CES3 

AUTHOR: Fiona Macleod - Planning & Development Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

Council has received a change application from Scott and Janene Bowman for Development Permit (MCU 
122) Material Change of Use – Industry (Machinery Storage and Workshop) located at Willowthal Road, St 
George affecting land described as Lot 3 on SP169186. 
 

Background 

The application was considered at 17th January 2019 Council meeting. Council had resolved to remove the 
timed condition on the approval. However, the report was rescinded due to the requirement under the Planning 
Act 2016 of having owners consent. Subsequently the decision was rescinded pending submission of owners 
consent to make the application properly made. Council should note in making the same resolution grounds 
for decision are required.  

 

PART 1:   APPLICATION   

Applicant: SEB Mechanical Pty Ltd 

Owner: TomJack Super Pty Ltd 

Site Address: Willowthal Road, St George 

Site Area: 1.893 hectares 

Real Property Description: Lot 1 on SP281664 

Proposed Development: Request to Change an Existing Approval for a Material Change of Use 
– Industrial Development 

Level of Assessment: Code 

Type of Application: Material Change of Use 

Relevant Planning Scheme: Balonne Shire Council Planning Scheme 2006 (as amended July 
2014) 

Zone: Rural 

Precinct: Rural Residential Precinct 

Local Government Overlays: Nil 

Pre-lodgement Meeting No 

Application Lodgement Date: 05/12/18 

Properly Made Application: Yes Date:  02/04/19 
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DECISION  

Start Date: 02/04/19 

Decision Due Date: 03/05/19 

 
In December 2013 Council approved a Development Permit for a Material Change of Use – Industry 
(Machinery Storage and Workshop) located at Willowthal Road, St George affecting land described as Lot 3 
on SP169186 for a period of 3 years (see attachment 1).  
 
In January 2014 the applicants made representation appealing the time limitation. This was refused at an 
administrative level as it re-presented an issue previously voted upon without presenting new information.  
 
In February 2014 the applicants again made representation and requested their representation be considered 
by Councillors. Due to the requirements of the Local Government Act 2009 Councillors postponed this until 
Council’s April Meeting. 
 
In April 2014 Council considered the representation to the timed approval and agreed to a fixed term of five (5) 
years from the date of the original approval decision notice, being 23 December 2013 (see attachment 2).  
 
Accordingly, pursuant to the timed condition on Development Approval MCU 122, the fixed term ended on 23 
December 2018.  

Overview 

The applicant submitted a change application on 5th December 2018, which was properly made on 2rd April 
2019, to extend the relevant period of the development approval with two (2) options being put forward (see 
attachment 3).  
 
Specifically, the request made is to delete or amend Condition 1 on MCU 122 development approval which 
currently reads; 
 
“Council approves a Development Permit allowing the use Industry – Machinery Storage and Workshop to 
continue for a fixed term of five (5) years from the date of the original Decision Notice, being 23 December 
2013”. 
 
Option 1 = Remove Condition 1  
 
Option 2 = Amend Condition 1 to allow the use to continue for a further 5 years i.e. until 23 December 2023.  

Assessment 

The property is located within the Rural Zone – Rural Residential Precinct and is not subject to any local 
government overlays. The site has duel frontage to both Carnarvon Highway and Willowthal Road however 
access is only permitted from Willlowthal Road. The site has been developed with a large shed and ancillary 
office building.  
 
It is noted after the development approval for the use the property was subdivided in 2015, Development 
Approval RL 84, with the residence and ancillary outbuildings being separated from the industrial use. (A copy 
of this approval can be made available on Councillors request). 
 
The approval was originally assessed against the Balonne Shire Council Planning Scheme 2006 (as amended 
2014) which is still the current local government planning instrument for Balonne Shire. Accordingly, any 
conflict with the Scheme as a result of the original application is considered to have been resolved as part of 
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the original Development Approval. No additional areas of non-compliance will occur as a result of the change 
to the timing condition of the approval.  
 

ASSESSMENT MATTERS 

Assessment 
Benchmarks 

The proposed development was assessed against the following assessment benchmarks: 

Planning Act 2016 
 Section 81 

Development Assessment Rules 
 Schedule 1 

State Planning Policy 
 Part E - Water Quality 

Balonne Shire Planning Scheme 2006 (as amended July 2014) 

 Rural Zone Code 

Reasons for 
Decision 

The development was assessed against all of the assessment benchmarks listed above 
and complies with all of these as described below. 

Assessment Benchmark Planning Officer Assessment of Benchmark 

Development Assessment Rules 

(a) "involves a new use” The proposed amendment or deletion of the 
timed Condition 1 will not result in the 
introduction of a new use on the property. The 
existing operation as approved will remain under 
the definition of ‘Industry’ (Machinery Storage 
and Workshop). 

(b) ”Results in the application applying 
to a new parcel of land" 

While the lot has been subdivided since the 
approval of MCU122, the area of operations 
remain contained to the same location and area 
of the property and therefore it is not considered 
that the development involves a new parcel of 
land.   

(c) “dramatically changes the built form 
in terms of scale, bulk and 
appearance” 

The change will not result in any additions or 
changes to the existing built form onsite 
occupied by the use currently occurring on the 
property. 

(d) “changes the ability of the proposal 
to operate as intended” 

The proposed change will not alter the ability for 
the proposal to operate as intended as the 
original approval was for an industrial 
development. Existing operations of the use will 
continue. 

(e) “removes a component that is 
integral to the operation of the 
development” 

The change proposed will not remove a 
component that is integral to the development. 

(f) “significantly impacts on traffic flow 
and the transport network, such 
as increasing traffic to the site” 

The change will not alter the current permitted 
operations occurring specifically in relation to 
traffic movements and lawful access points to 
the property.  

(g) “introduces new impacts or 
increases the severity of known 
impacts” 

The proposal while allowing the continuation of 
the current land use and will not result in any 
new impact or increase the severity of known 
impacts.  
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(h) “removes an incentive or offset 
component that would have balanced a 
negative impact of the development” 

The proposed change will not remove any 
incentive or offset component that would balance 
a negative impact of the development.  

(i) “impacts on infrastructure 
provision.” 

The proposed change will not result in any 
impacts on infrastructure provision given the use 
is to continue operations at the same capacity.  

Balonne Shire Council Planning Scheme 2006 

Any conflict with the Scheme as a result of the original application is considered to have 
been resolved as part of the original Development Approval.  No additional areas of non-
compliance occur due to the proposed change. 

Balonne Shire Council Planning Scheme 2006 (as amended July 2014) 

Rural Zone Code – h. Industrial Activities 

PC 64 Scale  

The scale and location of the industrial 
use on the site should contribute to 
the amenity of the precinct.   

The change is to allow for the continuation of the 
existing use on the property. The proposal will 
not result in increased scale or intensity of the 
operations whereby the amenity of the precinct 
will remain as per current conditions.  

PC 65 Landscaping  

Landscaping on the site  

(a) Contributes positively to the built 
form and the street; 

(b) Reduces the impact of the size 
and scale of the buildings; and 

(c) Does not interfere with electricity 
infrastructure items. 

(d) Constructed so as not to block 
visibility at intersections on the 
state-controlled road network. 

 

Appropriate conditions pertaining to landscaping 
are included in the current approval and given 
the use is not changing operations beyond 
existing conditions, this benchmark is addressed.  

 

PC 66 Amenity  

The amenity of residential uses 
adjacent to the industrial area is 
protected through appropriate 
boundary screening. 

The surrounding context of the property has not 
changed since the original development approval 
and conditions were issued. While there are 
residential land uses adjoining the south and 
east boundaries of the land use it is considered 
that the original approval considered these 
interfaces and impacts have been appropriately 
mitigated through landscaping and setbacks 
from boundaries of the industrial use.  

 

PC 67.1 Building and Structure Design 

The building is designed and oriented 
to be identifiable from the street.  

 

PC 68.2 Building Structure and Design 

Buildings are designed and finished to 
a high quality appearance.  

 

The existing land use does not propose any 
change to existing built form where the use is 
conducted. Specifically, the building continues to 
be oriented to the principal road frontage.   
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The original reason behind the timing condition on the development approval was; 
 
At the present time the proposed development is a consistent bulk and scale to surrounding industrial 
and rural residential uses. Since the proposed development may result in adverse amenity issues for 
future development of nearby allotments, approval of the proposed use is limited to three (3) years 
from the approval taking effect.  
 
The proposed development is generally consistent with the relative provisions of the Rural Zone Code, 
however conflicts with Council’s future intent for the Rural Residential Precinct. 
 
Accordingly, provided below is a summary of the current surrounding land uses to the subject site along both 
Willowthal Road and Rhea Road. 
 
Willowthal Road  
Lot 1 SP281664 (subject property) - Industrial 
Lot 2 SP281664 - Residential 
Lot 4 SP169186 - Residential 
Lot 5 SP169186 – Residential 
Lot 6 SP169186 – Residential  
Lot 7 SP169186 – Residential  
Lot 60 SP158281 – Residential  
Lot 8 SP169186 – Residential  
Lot 9 SP169186 – Residential  
Lot 10 SP169186 - Residential 
 
Rhea Road 
Lot 1 SP158281 – Industrial  
Lot 1 SP276758 – Vacant  
Lot 79 SP276758 - Agricultural 
 

Figure 1: Aerial view of subject property (Lot 1 SP281664) and surrounding land uses 
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Given the predominant land uses located in this area of the Rural Residential Precinct being ‘residential’, it is 
considered that the character of this area of the Rural Residential Precinct is for residential land uses with 
small acreage. Additionally the as of right land uses under the tables of assessment of the current scheme for 
the Rural Zone – Rural Residential Precinct include agricultural activities, dwelling house, home based 
business and host home (bed and breakfast). These uses (subject to requirements) can be developed without 
the requirement to obtain Development Approval.  
 
While it is noted that there are some existing industrial land uses (primarily located on the northern side of 
Rhea Road), it is considered by the Planning Officer that the above reasoning behind the timing condition on 
the approval is still valid and that the industrial use may result in adverse amenity impacts to these as of right 
land uses within the Rural Residential Precinct.  
 
On the basis of the above, with the permanent use potentially impacting on the rural amenity and existing 
surrounding residential land uses it is considered by the officer that the application for the removal of the timed 
condition be refused.  
 
With respect to the extension request of a further 5 years to the approval, it is considered that a 2 year 
extension would be more appropriate. This is due to the timeframe on further development/ land uses 
occurring in the Rural Residential Precinct and furthermore the implementation of the new planning scheme 
(currently at public consultation) which will provide for the future strategic direction of the Rural Zone – Rural 
Residential Precinct preferred land uses.  
 
The draft planning scheme, currently in public consultation/state interest review proposes Industrial land uses 
to be Impact Assessable Development.  
 
Overlays 
The subject property is not subject to any local government overlays.  
 
State Planning Policy 
The development is required to be assessed against the State Planning Policy (SPP) only where the SPP has 
not been accurately reflected in the Planning Scheme. 
 
It is considered given the proposed change will not result in any new use on the property nor increase in scale 
or intensity that no state planning policy benchmarks are applicable.  
 
State Assessment – Referral Agencies  
The original application triggered referral to the Department of State Development, Manufacturing, 
Infrastructure and Planning as a Concurrence agency with the Department of Transport and Main Roads as 
Technical Agency.  
 
The Concurrence Agency response included conditions which remain applicable to the development.  
 
In accordance with the Planning Act 2016, the applicant is not required to refer the minor change application to 
the Department.  

Link to Corporate Plan 

Function Key Program Area 

Infrastructure and Planning Sustainable planning and development 



 

 

CES3 
 

Page 126 of 394 18 April 2019 

 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Internal 
Director of Community and Environmental Services – Digby Whyte 

Legal Implications 

The Planning Act 2016 and Council’s planning scheme apply.  

Policy Implications 

Council’s planning policies apply. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Nil 
 

Attachments 

1. Attachment 1 - MCU 122 Decision Notice Approval.PDF ⇩  
2. Attachment 2 - MCU 122 Negotiated Decision Notice Approval.pdf ⇩  
3. Attachment 3 - MCU 122 Change Application (with owners consent).pdf ⇩  
 

 

Recommendations  

That; 
 

1. Council receives this report. 
 

2. Council approve the change application to amend Condition 1 of Development Approval MCU 122 for 
Material Change of Use – Industry (Machinery Storage and Workshop) located at Willowthal Road, St 
George affecting land described as Lot 3 on SP169186 to allow a further two (2) years of currency for 
the use until 23 December 2020. 

 
 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Delegation to Chief Executive Officer Waste Reduction and Recycling Act 2011 

DATE: 10.04.19  

AGENDA REF: CES4 

AUTHOR: Di Francisco - Environmental Health Officer  

  

 

Executive Summary 

In June 2014, Council’s Environmental Health Officer submitted a report to Council seeking Council’s 
resolution to delegate powers under the Waste Reduction and Recycling Act 2011 (WRR Act 2011) to the 
Chief Executive pursuant to section 263(1) (b) and section 183 of the WRR Act 2011.  This resolution was 
declined at the time. 
 

Background 

Currently many reserves and roadsides are experiencing illegal dumping or illegal littering and Council Officers 
have no delegation power to proceed with warnings or infringement notices under the WRR Act 2011. 
 
Should Council Officers have the appropriate authority to enforce and littering offences, the number of illegal 
littering and dumping cases should decrease. 
 
With the introduction of the WRR Act 2011 the Queensland government removed the devolved waste and 
littering offences from the Environmental Protection Act 1994 and positioned them in the Act making it optional 
for local government to enforce littering provisions. 
 
The WRR Act 2011 identifies four different types of litter offences, which suitable Officer are authorised to 
enforce:- 

1. General littering and littering from a vehicle (including boats) 
2. Dangerous littering 
3. Illegal dumping – more than 200 litres and less than 2500 litres 
4. Illegal dumping – more than 2500 litres 

Under this Act, it is an offence for a person to unlawfully deposit waste with a volume greater than 200 litres 
(the size of an average wheelie bin in volume) – this is known as illegal dumping. 
 
Authorise officers are able to issue on the spot fines for general and dangerous littering offences.  Compliance 
notices maybe issued for illegal dumping offences and involve the collection, transportation, storage, treatment 
or disposal of the waste to ensure the impact on the environment is minimised. 
 
If a person fails to comply with an authorised officer’s direction to remove waste, they will face a penalty of up 
to $33,000.00 
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It is not a statutory requirement for Balonne Shire Council to take up delegations of the WRR Act 2011.  
However, it would be prudent for Council to accept the delegations to meet community expectations and to 
assist in reducing the occurrence of littering and illegal dumping.  If Council elects to undertake the 
delegations, the Department of Environmental Science will assist with the information and investigation by 
providing Council with cameras as required.  
 
Delegated authority will be in accordance with the WRR Act 2011. 
 
 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Environment Best practice waste management and recycling 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Manager of Rural Services and Council’s Environmental Health Officer 

Legal Implications 

The WRR Act 2011 

Policy Implications 

Acceptance of the delegations would not affect current policy 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Acceptance of the delegations would not present any financial burden.  Council Environmental Officer has 
been responding to waste and littering offences when they were prescribed under the Environmental 
Protection Act 1994. 
 
Refusing the delegation will continue to impose further financial burden to Council as the ability to issue clean 
up notices to offenders will be unavailable, leaving Council with the cost of collection, transportation, storage of 
litter and dumped waste. 
 
 

Attachments 

Nil  
 

Recommendation/s 

It is recommended that pursuant to section 263 (1) (b) of the Waste Reduction and Recycling Act 2011, 
Council resolves to delegate the exercise of all powers contained in the Waste Reduction and Recycling Act 
2011 to the Chief Executive Officer.  These powers must be exercised subject to any limitation contained in 
the Instrument of Delegation. 
 
 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Landfill Options - Bindle 

DATE: 10.04.19  

AGENDA REF: CES5 

AUTHOR: Di Francisco - Environmental Health Officer  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Council needs to look at options for waste management/disposal for the residents of Bindle due to the closure 
of the old landfill. 
 

Background 

Previously an old landfill was located at Bindle which serviced the two residents of Bindle.  During January 
2019, the Manager of Rural Services under instruction from the State closed the landfill due to problems 
associated with the location and management of landfill and the impacts on the surrounding stock route.  
Since this time, a skip bin has been servicing one of the homesteads.  The other homestead has been bringing 
their waste into St George for disposal. 
 
Council’s EHO now seeks direction on whether to proceed with the following:- 
 

1. Option 1: Buying a parcel of land from DNRME and setting up a new landfill for the residents of Bindle.  
This landfill will service two homesteads located in the Bindle village area. 

 
The costs associated with a new landfill would be as follows:- 

a. Purchase of the land (dependent on DNRME) 
b. Any licensing from DES/PALM (still to be advised) 
c. Fencing of the landfill ($7K) 
d. Trench excavation ($3K) 
e. Annual compacting/maintenance of the landfill ($6k) 
f. Signage of the new landfill ($2500K) 

 
Currently the costs of the skip bin is $180.00 per month ($2,160.00 pa). Rates on the homestead properties 
result in revenue to Council of $ 1,020.18 for Horneman and $820.08 for Griegg per annum. 
 
The Bindle / Waroo area would also service one other homestead (Mr & Mrs Underwood property).   
 
The Bindle/Waroo area is also a major camping area as well as being a popular fishing destination which is 
frequently used.  There have been instances in the past where rubbish has remained at the Waroo Camping 
area.  An inspection of the camping area on Monday 18 March 2019, indicated no waste sighted by Council’s 
EHO or Manager of Rural Services. 
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2. Option 2: To continue with the skip bin option for the Bindle resident at a cost of $2,180.00 to Council.  

Currently no charge has been allocated to the resident.  
3. Option 3: Charge the resident the cost of the skip bin as a cost recovery option 
4. Option 4: To stop all waste services to the Bindle area. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Environment Best practice waste management and recycling 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Director of Community & Environmental Services Digby Whyte, Council’s EHO Di Francisco  and Manager of 
Rural Services Karl Hempstead. 

Legal Implications 

Licensing requirements under the Environmental Protection Act. 

Policy Implications 

Nil 

Financial and Resource Implications 

1. Costs for the implementation and running of a small rural landfill. 
2. Costs associated with the managing of a skip bin service to one homestead 

 
 

Attachments 

1. MAP OF BINDLE WASTE SERVICE.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council withdraws the waste disposal collection (one metre skip bin currently at W & S Horneman’s 
residence) service currently servicing the Bindle area. 

 
 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: St George Low Cost Camping 

DATE: 10.04.19  

AGENDA REF: CES6 

AUTHOR: Kim Wildman - Tourism Manager  

  

Executive Summary 

From the Manager Tourism reporting on the St George Low Cost Camping options.  

Background 

The Balonne Shire Council’s Recreational Vehicle (RV) and Freedom Camping Strategy (approved June 
2018), was developed by Council and Earthcheck in consultation with residents and stakeholders in order to 
provide a strategic and coordinated approach to managing and providing information services and facilities to 
meet the needs and requirements of the RV traveller market. 
 
A key recommendation from the Strategy was for Council to provide low cost camping options within the Shire 
to cater for people who don’t want an urban campground experience and/or to pay when self-contained. By 
doing this, it would allow towns within the Shire to attain ‘RV Friendly’ status that would make the Shire more 
attractive to the RV traveller market and tourism more generally. 
 
The RV market represents 10% of all visitor nights in Australia. In providing facilities and services to cater to 
RV travellers it will not only help contribute to enhancing their experience while visiting the region, but will also 
help to support the Balonne Shire economy. RV travellers will remain in the region longer and thus spend 
money on other products and services on offer in the Shire. 
 
As a first step, the initial focus has been on Dirranbandi and St George which both currently don’t offer low 
cost camping options. (Bollon, Thallon, Nindigully and Mungindi also offer camping facilities which have been 
running with varying degrees of success. These sites will be addressed as a second stage.) 
 
In Dirranbandi the plan is to provide 8-12 low cost camping sites in the overflow carpark of Jack Dwyer 
Memorial Park. Initial discussions with the community had seen the local RTC keen to see low cost camping 
for Dirranbandi and prepared to provide these services, while the Caravan Park owner, 500m away from the 
proposed site, initially expressed concern that their operation might be impacted. Since this time, the Caravan 
Park owner has hired a new Park Manager and both the owner and the manager are interested in expanding 
commercial camping activities and programs and are interested in the low cost camping site. 
 
A Tender process is currently underway, to ensure all operators in Dirranbandi have an equal opportunity to 
host the low cost RV camp site. Concurrently, a DA process (which may take 2 months) is also underway. A 
budget of $10,000 is available this year for basic site preparation of an information signboard, optional fire pit 
and any fencing/bollards. 
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In St George, the initial plan to trial for a year a site of a dozen sites on Whyenbah Road open to community 
hosting resulted in the local St George commercial Caravan Park operators raising concerns of competition 
while still having concerns that free campers on roadsides need to be moved on. At a subsequent meeting on 
4 March 2019 between Council, Caravan Park operators and a CPAQ (Caravan Parks Association of 
Queensland Ltd) representative, Council asked the operators to come up with a solution, such as offering low 
cost camping on their sites. 
 
QPAQ has submitted a written proposal stating that the three urban Caravan Park operators, Pelican Tourist 
Park, St George Caravan Park and Kamarooka Tourist Park, will be happy to provide 2-3 extra sites out the 
back of each of their grounds at a cost of $15 per night for RV travellers. This is $5 above the recommended 
fee proposed for the low cost camping sites provided by Council. This could be subsidised by Council through 
a $5 voucher system managed by the St George Visitor Information Centre, or the $15 per vehicle fee could 
be considered in the realm of ‘low cost’ and be left to camp owners to administer. 
 
Additionally, the Director CES has received written confirmation from the owner of St George Riverfront Tourist 
Park/Kapunda Fishing Park of his willingness to now offer four low cost camping (potentially at $10). This 
would be a pricing regime change without requiring additional sites as the large park has not been at capacity 
in recent years. While nominally offering 4 sites as a one-year trial, up to a dozen low cost RVs could be 
received without going over the camp ground’s historic capacity. 
 
With low cost options available in St George, Council would increase policing of illegal camping. This would 
include the informal (one time free) site on the Beardmore Dam Road. 
 
Whichever option Council chooses, it is important that operators share the data on the number of RV travellers 
with Council for future reference and decisions regarding low cost camping. 
 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Economy Tourism growth and development 

Consultation (internal/external) 

 St George Caravan Park Operators 

 Dirranbandi Caravan Park Operator 

 Dirranbandi RTC 

 Cr Fuhrmeister 

 Director CES 

 Council Planning Officer 

Legal Implications 

Accommodating low cost RVs at the overflow car park at Dirranbandi requires a DA. 
Accommodating 2-3 low RVs at existing commercial camp grounds should not require a DA.  
Accommodating 12 low cost RV camp sites at the Whyenbah Road site would require State permission and a 
DA. 

Policy Implications 

NA 



 

 

CES6 
 

Page 169 of 394 18 April 2019 

 

Financial and Resource Implications 

If Council subsidises the $5 extra required there will be a financial impact of up to $10,560 for Council (based 
on an average of 6 RVs per night for the 12 month trial period). It will also impact upon the staffing resources 
of the St George Visitor Information Centre if they were to manage the voucher system and camp site 
allocation. If the QPAQ proposal is accepted as-is there will be no financial or administrative impact on 
Council. 
 

Attachments 

1. Caravan Parks Association of Queensland Proposal for Low Cost Camping St George ⇩  
   

 

Recommendations 

 
1. That Council supports the St George Caravan Park Operators in providing low cost camping sites on 

their premises; and 
 

2. That the St George Caravan Park Operators be encouraged to consider $10 as an appropriate low 
cost camping fee. 

 
 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Wild Dog Advisory Committee Meeting 5 March 2019 

DATE: 10.04.19  

AGENDA REF: CES7 

AUTHOR: 
Karl Hempstead - Manager Rural Services 
Tayla Willis - Project Support Officer  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Reporting proposed actions and recommendations from the Wild Dog Advisory Committee (WDAC) Meeting.  
 

Background 

On 5 March 2019, Balonne Shire Wild Dog Advisory Committee held their meeting. The committee members 
gave a brief overview of each syndicate within the Shire and management of pests within their area. Meeting 
Minutes are attached (Attachment A).  

 
Concerns around compliance with the Scalp Bounty’s being collected has been an issue raised by the 
Committee and after further investigation the WDAC would like Balonne Shire Council to support and 
implement the use of the Feral Scan App for the Wild Dog Scalp Bounty Collection System. There are multiple 
benefits of implementing the Feral Scan App, which include:  

 Accessible to all landholders and users within the Shire or in smaller groups; 

 User friendly and free from CRC invasive species funding;  

 Collection of accurate and up to date data, including GPS location, for wild dogs being destroyed and 
where stock attacks, wild dog sightings are occurring within the Balonne Shire; and 

 Deter any scalps being brought in from another Shire. 
 
The Balonne Shire Wild Dog Advisory Committee (WDAC) has also drafted a Balonne Shire Management 
Plan for 2019-2024 (Attachment C) to “encourage best practice management of wild dogs with all stakeholders 
of the shire to help reduce their impacts on the community. This BSCWDAC is led and managed by 
landholders and works alongside the Balonne Shire Council. This plan has been drafted to align with Balonne 
Shire Council Biosecurity Plan.” 
 
This plan was developed by request from Biosecurity Queensland and Balonne Shire Council’s Rural Services 
Team to be implemented, in collaboration with the new Biosecurity Plan. To this end Council might receive the 
Balonne Shire Wild Dog Management Plan 2019-2024 with a view to adopting it as part of the Balonne Shire 
Biosecurity Plan when that Plan is considered in May/June 2019.  
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Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Environment Biosecurity, pest management and stock route planning 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Wild Dog Advisory Committee (WDAC)  
Mr Kevin Fontaine (Rural Lands & Environment Officer) 
Mr John Conroy (Biosecurity Officer – Goondiwindi) 
Mr John Cuskelly (Biosecurity Queensland)  
Mr Karl Hempstead (Manager of Rural Services)  
Dr Digby Whyte (Director Community & Environmental Services)  
Mrs Tayla Willis (Project Support Officer – Rural Services & WDEF) 
Ms Skyela Kruger (South West Wild Dog Coordinator – AgForce) 

Legal Implications 

Nil 

Policy Implications 

Nil 

Financial and Resource Implications 

All within current budgeting requirements for 2019/2020 
 

Attachments 

1. Attachment A - Wild Dog Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes - 5 March 2019 ⇩  
2. Attachment B - Feral Dog Control Group AGM Letter ⇩  
3. Attachment C - Balonne Shire Council Wild Dog Management Plan 2019-2024 ⇩  
   

 

Recommendations 

 
That: 

1. The Wild Dog Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes be received;  
2. Council support and implement more compliance around scalp bounty and retainer management 

through the Feral Scan App;  
3. Council receives the Balonne Shire Wild Dog Management Plan 2019-2024 and considers accepting 

the WDMP 2019-2024 as an appendix to the Balonne Shire Biosecurity Plan when it is adopted by 
Council.  

 
 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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Welcome & Opening 

Chair Rod Avery, welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced everyone in the room and their 
positions in the Wild Dog Committee.  The Balonne Shire Wild Dog Advisory Committee Meeting 
(WDAC) opened at 9:10am. 

Rod thanked Council for adopting the Wild Dog Exclusion Fence Scheme (WDEF).  

Baiting Campaign only seen 86 properties baited, more communication and talking with WDAC 
about the properties that do not participate within the Baiting Campaign Programs.  

Attendance 

Rod Avery (North East Zone) (Chair) Mr Digby Whyte (Director of Community & 
Environment) 

Mr Kevin Fontaine (Rural Lands Officer BSC) Mr Jeff Betts (Nindigully Zone)  

Cr Richard Marsh (Mayor) Miss Skyela Kruger (SW Wild Dog Coordinator-
AgForce) 

Cr Scott Scriven (BSC Representative) Mr Ross Hindle (Nindigully Zone) 

Mr Duncan Banks (Dirranbandi Zone) Mr Brian Southern (Northern Zone) 

Mr Adam Parbury (Dirranbandi Zone) Mrs Ellen Smith (North East Zone) 

Mr Kym Pike (Northern) Mr Ian Dries (Registered Trapper) 

Mr John Cuskelly (DAFF/BQ Dalby) Mr Sid Harris (Registered Trapper) 

Mrs Tayla Willis (BSC – Administration/WDEF) Mr Bill Harris (Registered Trapper) 

Mr Raymond Hartnett (Paroo Shire Council) Mr John Conroy (DAFF/Biosecurity Officer) 
 

Apologies 

Bill Winks  

John Southern  

Karl Hempstead (Manager of Rural Services) 

All apologies were accepted.  

Moved by:  Brian Southern moved that all apologies be accepted   

Seconded By:  Adam Parbury   

           CARRIED 
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Previous Meeting Minutes 

No changes to be made and meetings minutes were accepted.  

Moved by:  Adam Parbury   Seconded By:  Duncan Banks 

           CARRIED 

Business Arising  

1080 Baiting Campaign held in November was not as affective due to the rain and general issues.  

 

Regional Update 
 

Bollon Zone – Brian Southern 

Clusters fences are progressing and some are practically completed. Zone had not had their meeting 
yet. Brian raised the other proposed Bunglebree Zone which he has no issues with.  

Dirranbandi – Adam Parbury  

There has been fair bit of Wild Dog Activity around Dirranbandi. Adam gave a brief update on Wild 
Dog numbers and properties that have seen a significant number of dogs. In spring there were 26 
scalps recorded on one property, and that Barry Glifford is not a trapper.  

Boolba Area – Ian Dries 

There has been a lot of exclusion fences be installed around this area. There are currently 3-4 
properties completely fenced which are sheep properties. With the installation of these exclusion 
fences and the current fenced properties there has been no loss since July. Dogs are coming from 
the Eastern areas (towards the Maranoa River). Powrunna Road is fenced on both sides all the way 
to the Maranoa Region border. Cashmere West has completed their fence but the way it has been 
installed means that the dogs are still moving underneath. Kimcey has the odd dog travel through 
the property. In this area it is all private fences no funded has been initiated. Ian has seen a big 
difference in the way the sheep are grazing, resting and they are more relaxed now that there are 
fences up. Nathan Beardmore has now left this area.  

Nindigully – Jeff Betts 

Accounts will be going out soon. The Zone meeting is currently overdue. There are eight (8) dogs 
that are owed for by the zone.  

Bill & Sid said that the majority of the dogs are coming from the North-Eastern Side, which there has 
been a lot of fences go up within this area.  

Thomby Area – Ellen Smith/Kym Pike  

The Thomby meeting has been held with a new  secretary and treasurer and payments are very slow 
at coming in. Ellen said that the November Baiting Campaign participation was very disappointing 
with only Kym Pike, Cameron Smith and herself baiting or seen collecting baits. One reason that was 
raised by Ian Dries for properties not participating in the baiting campaign was due to the hotter 
weather. Ellen did state that the pig dogs are there issue at the moment with sheep and has also 
been putting manufactured baits out in between campaigns.  
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Kym discussed the current funded cluster fence that is happening at the moment and said that there 
is currently a delay with the fence materials and due to this the installation has been steady. 

Rod stated that there were some properties that declined to participate in the Aerial Baiting 
Campaign however the properties that did participate have seen a decrease in dog movements and 
was very effective.  

Paroo Shire Council – Raymond Hartnett 

Paroo baiting in November and the next baiting campaign is in May. Ray gave a brief overview of the 
effectiveness of the Aerial Baiting in their region and how it all coincides with other Shires.  

Rod added that the New South Wales government is funding a $37 million exclusion fence from 
Hungerford to Mungindi. Who pays for the maintenance once the fence is installed is unknown at 
this stage.  

Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (Biosecurity) – John Cuskelly 

John gave an update of the regional fencing and the below figures on Balonne Shire:  

488.6km of Fund-Assisted fencing 
Protecting 352,408ha (11.32% of the Shire) 

216.7km of Fund-Assisted under construction 
Protecting 150,671ha (4.8% of the Shire) 

1,484.4km of private exclusion fencing 
Protecting 437,165ha (14% of the Shire) 

24.36km of private electric fencing 
Protecting 4,254ha (0.14% of the Shire) 

547.6km of private under construction 
Protecting 158,475ha (5% of the Shire)  

61.7km of proposed private fencing 
Protecting 26,222ha 

 
Balonne Shire has currently 36% of the Shire fenced or being fenced compared to our 
adjoining/regional Shires with the following percentage fenced:  

Murweh 30% however there is more hectares protected by fencing as they are larger 
properties. 

Paroo have 1,855km fenced 
 

Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (Biosecurity) – John Conroy 

John gave a brief overview of the Queensland Feral Pest Initiative (QFPI) – Phase I of the Aerial 
Baiting and explained the processes in depth to the WDAC, he also gave a brief overview of the 
Phase II of Aerial Baiting. Powerpoint brief attached for all information and pictures presented. 
Balonne Shire Council has progressed in the commencement of engagement with landholders to the 
North East of the Shire and crossing local government border to engage landholders within the 
Maranoa Regional Council affected by wild dog predation. The latter was conducted again in early 
August before placement of field cameras in late August 2018. There were 13 properties selected, 
these properties in total covered 33,000ha of the project. 

Balonne Shire Council with QMDC Field Officer placed 32 field cameras in a 5km grid pattern 
covering the area that is suspected to have possible wild dog populations and known predation. 
Balonne Shire purchased the 15 cameras and used QMDC’s further 17 cameras for the field work. 
This part of the project was conducted in August – cameras to remain out for 4 weeks and then 
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checked for battery life etc.  The initial aerial baiting component of this project was conducted on 
the 21st September 2018 and was successful. Field cameras will be left out for a further 4 weeks and 
then cards removed to be analysed.  

Intelligent management of vertebrate pests involves actions that minimise the damage they cause, 
too little control or poorly planned control of pests will result in continued or even increased 
damage to the economy and environment. In addition, monitoring is an essential part of a control 
program in order to determine the degree of effort required to control the pests and to measure the 
degree of success of control operations. Control methods and strategies can be refined according to 
the results of monitoring. 

John gave an overview and timeframes of the Phase II of the Aerial Baiting which is in progress with 
monitoring cameras currently out monitoring sites up the Maranoa Catchment area. The Aerial 
Baiting drop will take place on either 15-16 May 2019 which will be undertaken after our Bi-Annual 
Baiting Program which is scheduled on from 7-10 May 2019.  

The specific area we are targeting in Phase II is the northern sections of the Maranoa Catchment 
area and Mitchell-St George Road. Council’s Rural Lands Officer Kevin Fontaine has done a lot of 
work with landholders and getting them on board to undertake this opportunity.  

Ian Dries said that he has found dogs are not going onto Dog Gone baits and changing meats for the 
baiting program is a benefit.  

Rod officially introduced Balonne Shire Council’s Rural Lands Officer, Kevin Fontaine.  
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Balonne Shire Council Wild Dog Exclusion Fence Scheme 

Mayor Richard Marsh & Cr Scott Scriven  

Cr Scriven gave an overview of BSC adopting the Wild Dog Exclusion Fence Scheme (WDEFS) at the 
February’s Council Meeting and that it is still subject to Ministerial Approval. Cr Scriven gave an 
overview of the Criteria around the successful applicants.  These are as follows:  

a. Properties providing strategic fencing links across key gaps – weighting of 30% 

b. Properties funding fence construction or other contributions – weighting of 20% 

c. Properties planning high levels of stock/economic impact – weighting of 20% 

d. Properties with an effective Biosecurity Plan – weighting of 20% 

e. Freehold properties vs Leasehold Properties – weighting of 10% 
 

The applications will be assessed by an independent Evaluation Panel so that it is fair.  

Over the life of the project it will make 60% of the Shire protected from wild dog activities in the 
near future. Council adopted approximately $8 million dollars which Council will initially draw down 
$5 million and a further resolution will be required for the $3 million.  

Mayor Richard Marsh gave an overview of the forum and briefly discussed the installation of the 
fence, including the impact on the Shire overall; and wanted noted that the Balonne Shire Council is 
not just responsible for exclusion fencing.  Mayor Marsh also said that the Ministerial Approval has a 
2 month turn around for the written approval.  

It was discussed that the road ways and grids will not deter wild dogs, we need to make sure we are 
making every effort to install sirens and other deterrence’s for wild dog movements and have them 
placed at strategic points.  

Council’s Project Support Officer, Tayla Willis gave an a brief report on the EOI’s received to date. 
Council has received 151 EOI’s which totalled approximately 3,394km of fencing (which does not 
take into consideration joining boundaries with neighbours). Tayla stated that the mapping of EOI’s 
is not available for the committee and is a confidential document.  

Tayla’s role with Council is to support the project through internal and external communications, 
reports, data collections, creating and managing the applicants/contractors/suppliers, creating and 
managing the database for the approved applicants, organising inspections, fact sheets, newsletters 
and general administration around the project and further support for the WDEF Coordinator. 

 

Budget Update 

Kevin gave an update on Council’s budget for the WDAC group.  

1. Wild Dog Bounty - we have spent $25,600 of the entire budget which was $35,000 
2. Wild Dog Retainer - we have spent $8,321 of the entire budget which was $45,000 
3. Wild Dog Baiting - we have spent $18,583 of the entire budget which was $25,000 
4. Aerial Baiting Project - we have spent $101,000 of the entire funding budget was $215,000 

 

 1080 Baiting Campaign  

Council is proposing the Bi-Annual Baiting Campaign over four (4) days this year from the 7-10 May 
2019 this will be happening the week prior to the Aerial Baiting Project which is taking place on the 
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15-16 May 2019. Having these two campaigns or Projects together will allow a more strategic and 
effective baiting campaign.  

John Conroy reiterated the reasoning behind why we are undertaking the Aerial Baiting project the 
week after the Bi-Annual Baiting Campaign which is either the 15 or 16 March 2019, and the linkage 
with other adjoining Shires to save on costs.  

The WDAC gave their support for the Bi-Annual Baiting Campaign for the 7-10 May 2019. 

Moved by:  Jeff Betts   Seconded By:  Kym Pike 

           CARRIED 

Trapping Workshop Training  

Kevin stated that under the QFPI project Council is currently organising the Trapping Workshop 
Training to be held within the next 3-4 weeks. We are currently looking at the beginning of April at 
this time to meeting the funding milestones. John Conroy made note that the AgForce (South West 
Wild Dog Coordinator) Skyela Kruger, be included in this workshop just as a future reference.  

 

South West Wild Dog Coordinator – AgForce 

Skyela Kruger 

Skyela raised that within syndicates there is a lack of participation. She is asking the committee for 
feedback on landholders that do not participate in baiting programs so that herself and Council can 
personally meet these landholders in time prior to baiting to increase the participation for a more 
strategic and effective baiting campaign.  

Meeting with landholders personally is starting to show its success in the Murweh Region with an 
increase in 3-4 properties that have never baited and 7 properties that rarely bait included in the 
baiting campaigns. This was overall an increase of 12% in properties baiting within the Murweh 
Shire.  

Skyela wants to work with Council and the Wild Dog Advisory Committee with targeting the areas 
that are of a strategic corridor where there is a greater movement of wild dog activities with the 
benefits of baiting and trapping. Skyela said that overall there needs to be an increase in 
coordination of the baiting programs across the regional Councils for an effective baiting campaign 
that can be strategic in managing the wild dog problems. 

Skyela and Rod asked the committee to please participate in the Data Collection Forms which 
collects the data for the region for QDog which is under State Government. This data is raw data and 
even if you have no movement or dogs this data is still required. It was requested that this form be 
sent out with the Baiting Campaign letters for landholders to return.  

Skyela has asked if the Project Support Officer can supply updated property numbers to her for the 
purpose of managing the baiting percentages of BSC’s baiting campaign. John Cuskelly said as a 
general rule that no properties under 100 acres should not be being baited.  

ACTION: Tayla Willis to work with Skyela Kruger and get the number of properties and baiting data 
for the regional updates.  

 

Scalp Data & Compliance Issues 



 

 

CES7 - ATTACHMENT 1 
 

Page 181 of 394 18 April 2019 

 

Rod Avery 

There have been issues raised around the compliance of the Wild Dog Bounty (scalps) with the 
possibility of some scalps being caught on properties outside of our Shire and then listed on 
properties within our Shire.  

Rod showed a video of the Feral Scan App that could be utilised for the other Bounty collectors 
excluding our Registered Trappers for compliance and to obtain the following evidence/data: 

GPS Coordinates 

Lot & Plan of Property 

Picture of where dog was trapped, shot etc.  

This will be live data that can be utilised for applying for grants and support information to show we 
do have problems with wild dogs.  

Rod discussed the benefits of the Feral Scan App, these are listed below:  

A mapping tool to help you map Wild Dogs, the damage (or problems) they cause, and areas 
where control is being undertaken; 

A national Wild Dog database showing trends in reported data and problems, and locations 
where communities are coming together to reduce wild dog damage; 

Management of wild dog movements and activities;  

Gives local controllers information on where the problematic areas are for active control 
measures, with the aim of reducing the livestock loss, and damage they can cause; and  

This give landholders, pest control officers, local government and researcher’s baseline data 
(i.e. attacks/sightings/activity/shootings/trapping etc) which will assist to work together in 
managing the populations of Wild Dogs to reduce and limit the damage they cause.  

This above mentioned data is not being collected at all at the moment. For our registered trappers 
there is no issues however if this App were to be utilised it would be possible for the Landholders or 
Council Officers to collate the data to be able to make it effective and will provide a strategic linkage 
with scalp and trapping numbers for future funding.  

Discussion was had around why this is needed and the compliance aspects.  

Skyela reiterated that there is no data being collected which means there is no evidence, no impact 
data, no locations, and no supporting information on wild dog corridors.  

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

The WDAC recommends to Council the following:  

That Council adopts the Feral Scan App for the scalp data for GIS / photo evidence for anyone 
wanting to claim the Wild Dog Bounty. Anyone who presents a wild dog scalp to claim the bounty 
must utilise the Feral Scan App (which provides the GPS location, photo and Lot & Plan details) on 
presentation to Council to receive the payment of the bounty. Designated Trappers can provide to 
either the Landholder or Council the GPS Coordinates, picture and property to enter data upon 
presentation to the Landholder or Council.  

Moved by:  Adam Parbury   Seconded By:  Duncan Banks 

           CARRIED 
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There was discussion on adjoining Council’s Wild Dog Bounty & Retainer Fees. Jeff recommended 
that Council reduced the scalp bounty to $50 with a contribution from the specific landholder to 
reflect what our adjoining Councils are paying. The Committee voted on the above recommendation 
from Jeff however it was 5 against and 4 supporting. This decision was not carried and will not be 
going to Council.  

 

Balonne Shire Wild Dog Management Plan 2019-2024 

Rod presented to the Committee the WDMP 2019-2024 for feedback and review prior to it going to 
Council for adoption. Rod gave the Committee the background around the consultation that was had 
in November during the Biosecurity Plan workshops and Council feedback.  Rod gave an introduction 
into the WDMP and why we have created this. The WDMP is designed to encourage best practice 
management of wild dogs with all stakeholders of the shire to help reduce their impacts on the 
community.  

Skyela and Rod took the Committee through all aspects of the Plan and there were minor changes to 
be made before going to Council. Skyela will make these changes and forward onto Tayla.  

 

Digby left the meeting at 12:10pm.  

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

The WDAC recommends to Council the following:  

That Council adopts the Balonne Shire Wild Dog Management Plan 2019-2024 (Prepared by Balonne 
Shire Wild Dog Advisory Committee (WDAC) to be utilised for future management of vertebrae and 
wild dog pests.  

Moved by:  Brian Southern   Seconded By:  Adam Parbury 

           CARRIED 

West Zone – Discussion 

Rod gave an overview of the request from David Jamieson to split the Western Zone into two (2) 
specific zones. There was discussion around this and it was decided to hold over to the next meeting 
after discussions between the Bollon group and the Bunglebree and Delmar Clusters.   

 

Meeting Closure 

The Meeting closed at 12:24pm. 
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Balonne Shire Council 
Wild Dog Management Plan 

2019-2024 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Prepared by: 

Balonne Shire Council Wild Dog Advisory Committee (BSCWDAC) 
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Introduction 
The Balonne Shire Council Wild Dog Advisory Committee (BSCWDAC) was established in 

2008 and has continued to encourage best practice management of wild dogs with all 

stakeholders of the shire to help reduce their impacts on the community. This BSCWDAC 

is led and managed by landholders and works alongside the Balonne Shire Council. This 

plan has been drafted to align with Balonne Shire Council Biosecurity Plan.  

 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Livestock predation from wild dogs in the Balonne Shire Council (BSC) area has been 

occurring for many years, mostly in the northern areas of the shire. Some landholders 

have implemented strategic control programs during this time to manage and reduce wild 

dog populations. Many sheep and wool producers have experienced the impact of wild 

dog predation on their livestock which in turn has forced them to move into the cattle 

industry to ensure they remain viable as a business into the future.   

Traditionally landholders have used Sodium fluoroacetate (1080) meat baits as their 

primary method of control. This has been mildly successful but due to large gaps in 

control and lack of landholder participation, new and more extensive programs have been 

needed. 

 

GOAL 

The goal of this Wild Dog Management Plan is to help reduce the impacts that 

landholders are feeling from wild dogs by guiding the implementation of an effective, 

efficient and coordinated approach to controlling wild dogs and other vertebrate pests.  

 

OBJECTIVES 

The key objectives of this management plan are as follows: 

Increase landholder participation in effective wild dog control across all land uses 

within the Shire Council area by 10% 

Maintain or improve current budget allocations through the Balonne Shire Council 

for wild dog and vertebrate pest control 

Increase awareness of wild dog impacts to all stakeholders within the Balonne 

Shire area via education and communication programs 
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Improve and enhance pest animal data collection across the entire shire area 

Identify and prioritise potential and high impact/density areas within the shire 

area 

Utilise current and future exclusion fence areas to create interlinkages between 

individual/cluster fences 

Maintain and improve syndicates functions to help encourage landholder 

participation  

Improve livestock choice enterprises in the shire area 

 

IMPACTS 

Productivity loss due to the impacts of wild dogs has been the key problem identified by 

landholders when developing this plan. Several other impacts have been identified in 

addition to productivity losses within the Balonne Shire area.  

Wild dogs have been in the landscape for many years, it is important to focus on the 

impacts they’re having on livestock instead of individual dogs. This plan has been 

developed to help reduce wild dog predation on livestock.  

Impacts that have been identified by landholders within the Balonne Shire area include: 

Livestock losses, injuries and damage 

Reduction and lost production on grazing enterprises 

Environmental impacts due to wild dog populations 

Disease impacts/risks 

Personal and financial stress as a result from wild dog predation 

Reduction in management time due to increasing efforts in wild dog control  

Social impacts on local communities 

Stress on local government funding allocations’ 

These impacts are being experienced across the entire Shire with different intensities 

ranging from low to high.  
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STAKEHOLDERS 

All stakeholders identified in this Wild Dog Management Plan have the responsibility to 

participate and/or have input into the actions implemented by the advisory group. 

All landholders in Queensland are obliged under the Biosecurity Act 2014 to manage the 

invasive biosecurity matter on their land. This is known as the general biosecurity 

obligation. 

Wild dogs are invasive biosecurity matter, therefore all landholders in the Balonne Shire 

area  have a responsibility to manage the wild dogs on their land.” 

Below is a list of stakeholders that have been identified during the planning process. Their 

roles and responsibilities have been outlined for managing wild dogs.  

Balonne Shire Council 

Provide a baiting service to landholders to allow for coordinated managements 

Support a consistent funding supply for wild dog control activities within the BSC 

area 

Provide administrative assistance in developing funding applications 

Provide the BSCWDAC with a full break down of the wild dog budget and allowing 

input by the committee on allocation of funds 

Support BSCWDAC in its role in guiding and implementing best practice control 

Landholders/managers 

Actively participate in coordinated control programs 

Carry out best practice control techniques on private land within the plan area 

Participate and assist in the collection of relevant wild dog data 

Encourage and support neighboring landholders to participate in wild dog control 

activities 

AgForce - QLD Wild Dog Coordinators 

Provide support to all stakeholders in their efforts to reduce wild dog impacts 

Provide access to training and information relevant to best practice wild dog 

management 
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Support and assist the leadership of the BSCWDAC and associated planning of 

programs 

Continue to lead  the collection, collation and management of impact data 

throughout the BSC area 

Biosecurity Queensland 

Provide support and input to the BSCWDAC in relation to legislation and state 

government regulations 

Provide GIS and mapping support 

Work with BSC Rural Lands Officers to ensure the regular supply of 1080 solution 

Provide support for developing and amending the BSC Biosecurity Plan 

SQNRM 

Continue to access relevant funding, provide assistance with applications and 

project management in relation to wild dog management 

Assist with  creating awareness and educational materials, promotion of 

workshops through newsletters, websites and contact lists 

Provide GIS support and assistance 

Australian Wool Innovation (AWI)  

Continue to support wild dog control activities within Western Queensland 

Ongoing funding and support of Wild Dog Coordinator positions 

Queensland National Parks and Wildlife Services 

Actively participate in coordinated baiting programs 

Work with adjoining  landholders  in managing wild dog populations 

Contractors/Trappers 

Provide landholders and BSCWDAC information/data on wild dog activity, 

trappings and shootings 

Work closely with the BSCWDAC to ensure effective and strategic use of the 

trapper’s time and expertise 
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Adjoining Shire WDAC 

Coordination and communication between neighboring shires with wild dog 

control programs  

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Increasing participation and knowledge in best practice management and impacts across 

the Shire is vital. To achieve this the BSCWDAC will implement several communication 

actions.  

These communication actions will include: 

Regularly promoting the BSCWDAC and its role in wild dog management through 

the development of a half yearly newsletter 

Collation of impact data and scalp numbers across the Shire to display ‘concern’ 

areas through maps. This involves data collection using Fulcrum and Feral Scan 

Engaging with all landholders/managers in educational workshops – these 

workshops may coincide with other organizational bodies including Leading 

Sheep, AWI, MLA 

Educating and informing landholders of workshops, best practice managements 

and impacts via social media 

 

MONITORING AND EVALUATION 

Monitoring and evaluation is critical in allowing wild dog management within the BSC 

area to be effective, measurable and accountable. 

This plan will be reviewed on an annual basis to ensure it remains a “live” document that 

can be adapted and changed to meet the changing impacts of wild dogs due to successes 

and/or failures. 

Monitoring data will include but is not limited to: 

Collection and interpretation of baiting statistics, scalp numbers and trapper data 

Information from landholders collected by Wild Dog Impact Data Collection 

System (collection of livestock predation, activities and densities) 

Collation of wild dog data from Feral Scan and Fulcrum 
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It is to be noted that monitoring stock damage and losses on such a large scale with a large 

number of landholders will be difficult. As in point 2 above, landholders will be provided this 

Wild Dog Impact Data Collection form on a quarterly basis.  

As mentioned in Point 1 above, detailed data will be collected and collated from control 

programs consisting of: 

Volume and types of baits distributed 

Number of properties participating 

Percentage of landholders who participated across the shire 

Properties where dogs are trapped or shot (scalp data register) 

Properties using guardian animals and/or exclusion fencing  

This information/data will continue to be collected and collated and provided to the 

group and community on a regular basis. This will allow the BSCWDAC members to make 

informed decisions on future management techniques to be implemented. This will 

ensure successful and strategic control is achieved by utilizing the most accurate up to 

date information. This is critical to ensure that resources are targeted at known wild dog 

areas and value for money is achieved from the budget allocation. 

IMPLEMENTATION 

The BSCWDAC will only endorse and promote best practice control and management for 

wild dogs under this plan. 

Best practice techniques: 

Baiting 

Trapping 

Canid Pest Ejectors 

Shooting 

Exclusion fencing 

Guardian animals 

It is recommended that landholders/managers use more than one if not all of the 

following control techniques to ensure effective all year-round control of wild dogs. It is to 
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be noted that the use of one technique on its own will not ensure effective control of wild 

dogs and their impacts at a landscape scale. 

Baiting: 

The most suitable wild dog toxin to be used will be Sodium fluoroacetate (1080). 1080 is 

the most efficient, economic, humane and species selective chemical currently available 

for vertebrate pest animal control in Australia. Material to be baited with 1080 will be 

fresh meat correctly sized as per the requirements set by the regulations. 1080 is a 

Schedule 7 poison and as a solution is only able to be possessed by an “authorized person” 

(Rural Lands Officer or Biosecurity Officers).  

Baited material in BSC area can be distributed by hand (ground) baiting or by aerial 

baiting by the landholder.  

Ground Baiting: 

The BSCWDAC will recommend dates for the ground baiting campaigns 

The BSC will advise all landholders/managers of baiting campaigns, baiting 

stations and dates 

The BSCWDAC division coordinators will assist in the promotion of the ground 

baiting campaigns and encourage participation in coordinated areas  

Landholders are to contact the RLO to carry out reactive ground baiting outside of 

the coordinated baiting campaign 

The council RLO will carry out the preparation of baited material 

Manufactured baits can be purchased from the council RLO or registered produce 

agencies  

Aerial Baiting: 

Aerial baiting can be strategically utilised to distribute 1080 baits efficiently across 

inaccessible land types. It is recommended that aerial baiting be carried out in 

conjunction with a targeted ground baiting program to ensure effective coverage 

Meat Supply and cold-room use:  

The Balonne Shire Council has supplied a cold-room in St George to store meat 

supplies during baiting campaigns 

The RLO will account for all meat going in and out via a recording system 
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The BSC will mail out notices to all landholders prior to the coordinated baiting 

program asking them to participate and how much meat they require per property 

It is important that area coordinators promote and encourage upcoming baiting 

campaigns 

Landholders/managers are able to supply meat their own meat for baiting 

programs (must meet regulations – please speak with council RLO) 

Trapping:  

Trapping is a very effective and target specific method of controlling wild dogs. This 

technique is very successfully used to control “difficult”, older dogs that may be difficult to 

bait. Many landholders have been and are now starting to trap successfully to complement 

their ground baiting programs. It is recommended that you seek professional guidance 

and training to learn how to set traps correctly. 

Syndicate trappers can be utilised for trapping services if landholders pay the 

contribution fee to the syndicate group 

Canid Pest Ejectors:  

Canid Pest Ejectors (CPEs) are a newly approved method of deploying 1080 to wild canids 

(foxes and wild dogs). CPEs are spring-activated baiting device that directly ejects 1080 

into the mouth of wild canids. They are target specific and can only be triggered by an 

upwards pull force motion. 1080 is contained within a capsule which protects it from 

natural elements. CPEs are easy to use and can be reused repeatedly as the device is staked 

into the ground and cannot be moved easily. CPEs can be utilised as a complete all-round 

control program. 

Shooting:  

Shooting on its own is not recognised as a successful broad scale control technique but is 

definitely one technique that is recommended and needs to be used and promoted in a 

complete all-round control program. Shooting along with trapping will also allow 

landholders and community members to collect wild dog scalps to claim the local bounty. 

Fencing:  

Exclusion fencing provides a non-lethal method of reducing wild dog impacts. They are 

most effective when used in conjunction with other methods of control such as baiting, 

trapping or guardian animals. Although they are quite expensive to erect and maintain, 

many landholders have resorted to fencing to complement their control programs. There 

are varying configurations of exclusion fencings ranging from electric to high netting and 



 

 

CES7 - ATTACHMENT 3 
 

Page 193 of 
394 

18 April 2019 

 

each has their own advantages and disadvantages depending on land type and 

maintenance requirements. 

Guardian Animals:  

Various types of guardian animals can be utilised to protection from wild dogs. They 

include donkeys, alpacas and maremma dogs. Maremmas are currently being used 

successfully across Queensland to protect livestock from wild dog predation. The 

BSCWDAC recommend de-sexing of Maremmas where necessary to eliminate the risk of 

cross breeding with the wild dog population. A Guardian Dog Manual has been produced 

and can be accessed through the PestSmart website (www.pestsmart.org.au).  

REPORTING 

Regular reporting on success and failures of the program is vital for the efficiency and 

effectiveness of techniques and strategies. Each area coordinator on the BSCWDAC will be 

required to table a report for their division at the quarterly meeting. The report must 

include an overview of current dog activities, livestock impacts within their division and 

issues that have arisen since the previous meeting. 

The chair of the BSCWDACC will prepare and present reports at council meetings when 

required, providing elected members with information to support the wild dog committee 

and its effective use of budget allocation. Collated data will be presented in a suitable 

format to demonstrate effectiveness of the program. 

The RLO will continue to supply the BSCWDAC with data on who participated in the 

ground baiting campaign and reactive baiting activities. This data will be critical in 

assisting the committee on targeting control. Also, it will inform the committee of those 

landholders that carry out baiting programs outside the two coordinated programs. 

REVIEW 

This management plan will be reviewed by the BSCWDAC with direct input from all 

stakeholders on an annual basis. The review will occur at the beginning of every year to 

coincide with the Balonne Shire Council budget meetings. This will allow for the 

allocation of funding provided for the management of wild dogs to be continued or 

amended appropriately.  

The review process will involve the use of mapping and all monitoring data collected 

throughout the year to assist with setting priorities and refining the entire program. 

Any changes made to the core elements of this management plan will need to be 

forwarded to all landholders through the area coordinators and the local newsletters for 

input/feedback. 

http://www.pestsmart.org.au/
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A full report on the wild dog program will be produced after the review. The neighboring 

shires will be sent a copy of the report to assist with coordination, planning, 

communication and to highlight any emerging issues that they should be made aware of. 

KEY TO SUCCESS 

It is critical that this Wild Dog Management Plan is owned and implemented as a 

combined effort from all stakeholders of the Balonne Shire Council Area. 

It has been shown in other Western Queensland Local Government areas, that community 

led wild dog programs can be very effective in reducing the impacts on all stakeholders of 

the area. 

Keys to success will be: 

Landholders taking full ownership of the problem via effective participation 

through the BSCWDAC 

Honest and open communication with local council and other stakeholders 

Utilising best practice methods and being open to new and innovative techniques 

Continued funding support for the program from the BSC 

A team approach is used to combine landholders’ resources and efforts 

Effective promotion and endorsement for the BSCWDAC and the role it plays in 

the community 
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BALONNE SHIRE COUNCIL WILD DOG ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 

Rod Avery  
Ellen Smith  
 
Bill Winks  
Brian Southern  
 
Adam Parbury  
Duncan Banks  
 
Ross Hindle  
Jeff Betts  
 
Ian Dries  
John Southern  
 
Karl Hempstead 
 
 
Scott Scriven 
Robyn Fuhrmeister 
 
Skyela Kruger 
 
John Conroy 
 
Andy Coward 
 

WDAC Chair 
North East Zone 
 
West Zone 
West Zone 
 
South Zone 
South Zone 
 
South East Zone 
South East Zone 
 
North Zone 
North Zone 
 
Manager Rural Services & 
Compliance 
 
BSC Councillor 
BSC Councillor 
 
Wild Dog Coordinator SW QLD 
 
Biosecurity Queensland 
 
National Parks and Wildlife Services 

0428 254 464 
07 4669 5145 
 
07 4625 6169 
07 4625 7383 
 
07 4625 8393 
07 4625 8245 
 
07 4625 9623 
0499 023 256 
 
07 4625 4845 
07 4625 7328 
 
0429 208 861 
 
 
 
 
 
0429 232 089 
 

ADDITIONAL COMMITTEE INFORMATION 

BSCWDAC meetings will be held quarterly in conjunction with 1080 baiting programs 

(meetings to be held before and after baiting programs). These meetings will be held at 

the BSC Administration building or a teleconference may be organised as a secondary 

option. The last quarter meeting will include the review of this plan. 

BSCWDAC members and chair will be a four (4) year term. Review of the members and 

chair positions will occur every four (4) years and coincidence with council elections. 

Council will call for expressions of interest for zone representatives on behalf of the 

BSCWDAC. Once zone representatives have been chosen, these members will vote for a 

chair. A chair can be either a zone representative or a local stakeholder. 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Community Donations, Sponsorship and Grants Program 

DATE: 10.04.19  

AGENDA REF: CES8 

AUTHOR: Dani Kinnear - Community Development Officer  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Sponsorship Request from St George Tennis Club 
 

Background 

The Balonne Shire Council is committed to assisting community organisations whose activities provide benefit 
to Balonne Shire’s communities. The application process for the Community Donation, Sponsorship and 
Grants program is designed to ensure that all assistance is provided in an equitable and accountable manner 
for projects and events that meet the cultural, community, education and recreational needs of the Balonne 
Shire. 
 
Council has received a request from St George Tennis Club to sponsor their tennis coaching camps for the 
year. The Tennis Coaching Programme helps to develop upcoming juniors by way of a series of 2 day 
programs to be held during the school holidays commencing with Easter, June and September. These 
coaching programs will not only give our families support through the drought but will also provide future 
growth of our local Tennis Club. This camp caters for children aged 5-14. The coach will be Dean from 
Maranoa Tennis, Roma as there is not currently any Tennis coaches in St George. The camp is $35/child/day, 
and approximately 25 children participate in the camps. 
 
St George Tennis Club is requesting $900, to bring out a second coach ($300 per camp) which will provide 
alternative sports training/coaching, support for Dean and allow more children to participate in the camp.  

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Healthy and active lifestyles 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Julie Dries, Secretary, St George Tennis Club 

Legal Implications 

Not applicable 
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Policy Implications 

Balonne Shire Council Community Sponsorship, Donation and Grants Policy 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Council Community Donations Sponsorship and Grants program has an approved annual budget of $18,000.  
Council has approved/allocated $15,135.37 of these funds resulting in $2,864.63 remaining for future 
requests. 
 
St George Tennis Club has request $900; 

 $300 for Easter holidays,  

 $300 for July holidays and  

 $300 for September holidays 
Council has not sponsored St George Tennis Club in the past.  
 

Annual Budget      $18,000.00 

 Less approved/allocated requests 15,135.37  

Less pending requests   

St George Tennis Club 900.00  

Total remaining  $1964.63 

 
We are anticipating further sponsorship requests within the next two (2) months that Council has previously 
funded over the last few years. If Council were to approve this request there would not be sufficient funding left 
to support future requests. Taking this into consideration it is recommended that Council sponsors $300 for the 
Easter holiday camp and later sponsors $600 to St George Tennis club from the Community Donations, 
Sponsorship and Grants program in the 19/20 financial year.  
 

Annual Budget      $18,000.00 

 Less approved/allocated requests 15,135.37  

Less pending requests   

St George Tennis Club 300.00  

Total remaining  $2564.63 

 
 

Attachments 

1. St George Tennis Club - Community Grants and Assistance Application ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

That Council 1. Sponsor St George Tennis Club with $300 for the Easter holiday coaching program from the 

2018/19 Community Donations, Sponsorship and Grants Program 

2. Sponsor St George Tennis Club with $600 for the July and September holiday coaching program from the 

2019/20 Community Sponsorship and Grants Program. 
 
 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: RADF Grant Application - St George Art Group Inc 

DATE: 10.04.19  

AGENDA REF: CES9 

AUTHOR: Liah Hayden - Community Development Officer  

  

 

Executive Summary 

From the Community Development Officer, reporting on the RADF Grant Application – St George Art Group 
Inc.  
 

Background 

Council has received an application from St George Art Group Inc. The Regional Arts Development Fund 
(RADF) is a state and local government partnership that supports local artist and arts and cultural activities in 
Queensland Communities.   The RADF Grant Program Round 2 is now closed for further applications. The 
applications have been assessed by the RADF Reference Panel and have been determined to comply with the 
appropriate assessment criteria as detailed through the Balonne Shire RADF Program. 
 
The aim for the “Simplifying Figures in Your Paintings”” workshop is for participants to learn how to add the 
human form into their artwork to enhance the painting. Drawing is the cornerstone in all forms of artwork and 
this skill will be practiced through several different uses of material such as charcoal, pencil and pastel. The 
experienced tutor will use her knowledge and skill to simplify this process to the participants. The workshop will 
be open for anyone to attend, not depending on what skills they already own, and the art pieces produced will 
be presented at several venues in St George for the community to enjoy. 
 
The applications have been assessed by the Reference Panel Chair – Cr Fuhrmeister and two members of the 
reference panel members as per the local RADF community grants guidelines.  Arts Queensland requires that 
the assessment process for RADF investment involve a diversity of community members including a diversity 
of demographics. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Vibrant creative arts, music, local history and culture 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Balonne Shire RADF Reference Panel  
 Chair – Cr Robyn Fuhrmeister 

Panel members Pam Crothers, Liz Hill 
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Legal Implications 

Not applicable 

Policy Implications 

Balonne Shire Arts and Cultural Policy 2015 - 2018 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Please note that a RADF funding year is 1 October to 30 September each year. 
 
Grants have been obtained for Arts and Cultural Development within the Balonne Shire through Arts 
Queensland.  Councils’ contribution of $12,060.00 allowed Council to obtain a direct grant from Arts 
Queensland of $25,000 for the 2018/19.  Additional to this grant Council had a surplus of $44,438 from the 
2017/18 funding year.   
 
This being the case the total funds available for RADF during the 2018/19 period is $ 80,498.00.   These funds 
have been allocated as follows: 

Art & Cultural local priorities & policy review   $ 5,000 
Community engagement & education    $ 2,000 
Place-making project      $42,799 
Community Grants program     $31,699 
Total                   $81,498 
 

This is the second round of 2018/19 RADF Community grants program. 
In the 2018/19 RADF Community Grants Program Council has approved five (5) applications totalling 
$10,757.00, leaving $20,942 for future rounds. 
 
If the applications are approved with the full requested amount, the remaining funds for the RADF Community 
Grants Program will be as follows: 
 Allocated budget-RADF Community Grants Program  $31,699.00 
 Less approved funding       $10,757.00 
 Less application request       $  1,350.00 
 RADF Community Grants Program remaining   $19,592.00 
 

Attachments 

1. RADF Grant Application - St George Art Group Inc ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That: 

1.  Council approves the RADF application as follows: 

APPLICANT PROJECT AMOUNT  
St George Art Group Simplifying Figures in Your Paintings $  1,350.00 

 

 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: RADF Grant application - Aussie Quick Quilt Roadshow 

DATE: 10.04.19  

AGENDA REF: CES10 

AUTHOR: Liah Hayden - Community Development Officer  

  

 

Executive Summary 

From the Community Development Officer, reporting on the RADF Grant Application received from Aussie 
Quick Quilt Roadshow.  
 

Background 

Council has received an application from Linda Thomas for Aussie Quick Quilt Roadshow.  The Regional Arts 
Development Fund (RADF) is a state and local government partnership that supports local artist and arts and 
cultural activities in Queensland Communities.   The RADF Grant Program Round 2 is now closed for further 
applications. The applications have been assessed by the RADF Reference Panel and have been determined 
to comply with the appropriate assessment criteria as detailed through the Balonne Shire RADF Program. 
 
The aim for the “Aussie Quick Quilt Roadshow” workshop is for participants to learn how to use innovative 
techniques to create achievable products. The experienced tutor will use her knowledge and skills to simplify 
this process to the participants. The workshop will be open for anyone in the community to attend, not 
depending on what skills they already own, it is non-gender specific and is fully inclusive whilst adhering to all 
WHS practices. The art pieces produced during the workshop will be presented at venues and shows within 
the community to generate more interest in this art form.  
 
The applications have been assessed by the Reference Panel Chair – Cr Fuhrmeister and two members of the 
reference panel members as per the local RADF community grants guidelines.  Arts Queensland requires that 
the assessment process for RADF investment involve a diversity of community members including a diversity 
of demographics. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Vibrant creative arts, music, local history and culture 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Balonne Shire RADF Reference Panel  
 Chair – Cr Robyn Fuhrmeister 

Panel members Jane Kirby and Liz Hill 
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Legal Implications 

Not applicable 

Policy Implications 

Balonne Shire Arts and Cultural Policy 2015 - 2018 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Please note that a RADF funding year is 1 October to 30 September each year. 
 
Grants have been obtained for Arts and Cultural Development within the Balonne Shire through Arts 
Queensland.  Councils’ contribution of $12,060.00 allowed Council to obtain a direct grant from Arts 
Queensland of $25,000 for the 2018/19.  Additional to this grant Council had a surplus of $44,438 from the 
2017/18 funding year.   
 
This being the case the total funds available for RADF during the 2018/19 period is $ 80,498.00.   These funds 
have been allocated as follows: 

Art & Cultural local priorities & policy review   $ 5,000 
Community engagement & education    $ 2,000 
Place-making project      $42,799 
Community Grants program     $31,699 
Total          $81,498 

 
This is the second round of 2018/19 RADF Community grants program. In the 2018/19 RADF Community 
Grants Program Council has approved five (5) applications totalling $10,757.00, leaving $20,942 for future 
rounds. 
 
If the applications are approved with the full requested amount, the remaining funds for the RADF Community 
Grants Program will be as follows: 
 Allocated budget-RADF Community Grants Program  $31,699.00 
 Less approved funding        $10,757.00 
           Less pending requests        $   1,350.00 
 Less spending request        $  2,450.00 
 RADF Community Grants Program remaining   $ 17,142.00 
 

Attachments 

1. RADF Grant Application - Aussie Quick Quilt Roadshow - Linda Thomas ⇩  
   

 

Recommendations 

That: 
1.  Council approves the RADF application as follows: 

APPLICANT PROJECT AMOUNT  

Linda Thomas Aussie Quick Quilt Roadshow $  2,450.00 
 

 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: RADF Grant Application - Maranoa Performing Arts 

DATE: 10.04.19  

AGENDA REF: CES11 

AUTHOR: Liah Hayden - Community Development Officer  

  

 

Executive Summary 

From the Community Development Officer, reporting on the RADF Grant Application received from Maranoa 
Performing Arts.  
 

Background 

Council has received an application from Maranoa Performing Arts.  The Regional Arts Development Fund 
(RADF) is a state and local government partnership that supports local artist and arts and cultural activities in 
Queensland Communities.   The RADF Grant Program Round 2 is now closed for further applications. The 
applications have been assessed by the RADF Reference Panel and have been determined to comply with the 
appropriate assessment criteria as detailed through the Balonne Shire RADF Program. 
 
The aim for the “Create dance and choreography opportunities” workshop is designed to give all interested 
students of dance a chance to experience the opportunity to work with a professional choreographer for the 
purpose of developing a repertoire of works that are reflective of their community. The works created will tell 
the stories of life in our community including challenges in seasons, memory and coordination. In the class 
there are several students that identify as indigenous, some have a disability and there are also young boys 
attending, which is highly encouraged. The process of creating the works will be recorded and retold in 
narrative via social media and would therefore be a great opportunity to promote the RADF Grant Program. 
 
The applications have been assessed by the Reference Panel Chair – Cr Fuhrmeister and two members of the 
reference panel members as per the local RADF community grants guidelines.  Arts Queensland requires that 
the assessment process for RADF investment involve a diversity of community members including a diversity 
of demographics. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Vibrant creative arts, music, local history and culture 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Balonne Shire RADF Reference Panel  
 Chair – Cr Robyn Fuhrmeister 

Panel members Geraldine Grant and Bernadette Wippell 
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Legal Implications 

Not applicable 

Policy Implications 

Balonne Shire Arts and Cultural Policy 2015 - 2018 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Please note that a RADF funding year is 1 October to 30 September each year. 
 
Grants have been obtained for Arts and Cultural Development within the Balonne Shire through Arts 
Queensland.  Councils’ contribution of $12,060.00 allowed Council to obtain a direct grant from Arts 
Queensland of $25,000 for the 2018/19.  Additional to this grant Council had a surplus of $44,438 from the 
2017/18 funding year.  This being the case the total funds available for RADF during the 2018/19 period is $ 
80,498.00.   These funds have been allocated as follows: 

Art & Cultural local priorities & policy review   $ 5,000 
Community engagement & education    $ 2,000 
Place-making project      $42,799 
Community Grants program     $31,699 
Total          $81,498 

 
This is the second round of 2018/19 RADF Community grants program. In the 2018/19 RADF Community 
Grants Program Council has approved eight applications totalling $10,757 leaving $20,942 for future rounds. 
 
If the applications are approved with the full requested amount, the remaining funds for the RADF Community 
Grants Program will be as follows: 
 Allocated budget-RADF Community Grants Program  $31,699.00 
 Less approved funding       $10,757.00 
          Less pending spending request      $ 7,208.00 
 Less spending request       $  1,950.00 
 RADF Community Grants Program remaining   $11,784.00 
 

Attachments 

1. RADF Grant Application - Maranoa Performing Arts ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

That: 

Council approves the RADF application as follows: 

APPLICANT PROJECT AMOUNT  

Maranoa Performing Arts Create dance and choreography $  1,950.00 

   
 

 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: RADF Grant Application - Dirranbandi Progress Association 

DATE: 10.04.19  

AGENDA REF: CES12 

AUTHOR: Liah Hayden - Community Development Officer  

  

 

Executive Summary 

From the Community Development Officer, reporting on the RADF Grant Application received from 
Dirranbandi Progress Association.  
 

Background 

Council has received an application from Dirranbandi Progress Association.  The Regional Arts Development 
Fund (RADF) is a state and local government partnership that supports local artist and arts and cultural 
activities in Queensland Communities.   The RADF Grant Program Round 2 is now closed for further 
applications. The applications have been assessed by the RADF Reference Panel and have been determined 
to comply with the appropriate assessment criteria as detailed through the Balonne Shire RADF Program. 
 
The aim for the “Water Tower Project” is engage local indigenous Kamilaroi artists to create to expand their 
artistic horizon, learning new skills to take their artwork from a small canvas to a large 30 m tall tower, using 
different methods to their daily art. The art work will be displayed for the community to see and engage with 
before being applied to the tower.  The local high school will be involved in the project by making a video on a 
time lapse basis that will be presented on social media. This will enhance the feeling of belonging within the 
community members and at the same time present an interesting stop for travellers, which could increase 
economic growth of the community. 
 
The applications have been assessed by the Reference Panel Chair – Cr Fuhrmeister and two members of the 
reference panel members as per the local RADF community grants guidelines.  Arts Queensland requires that 
the assessment process for RADF investment involve a diversity of community members including a diversity 
of demographics. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Community well-being 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Balonne Shire RADF Reference Panel  
 Chair – Cr Robyn Fuhrmeister 

Panel members Courtney Turvey and Fiona Gaske 
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Legal Implications 

Not applicable 

Policy Implications 

Balonne Shire Arts and Cultural Policy 2015 - 2018 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Please note that a RADF funding year is 1 October to 30 September each year. 
Grants have been obtained for Arts and Cultural Development within the Balonne Shire through Arts 
Queensland.  Councils’ contribution of $12,060.00 allowed Council to obtain a direct grant from Arts 
Queensland of $25,000 for the 2018/19.  Additional to this grant Council had a surplus of $44,438 from the 
2017/18 funding year. This being the case the total funds available for RADF during the 2018/19 period is $ 
80,498.00.   These funds have been allocated as follows: 

Art & Cultural local priorities & policy review   $ 5,000 
Community engagement & education    $ 2,000 
Place-making project      $42,799 
Community Grants program     $31,699 
Total          $81,498 
 

This is the second round of 2018/19 RADF Community grants program. In the 2018/19 RADF Community 
Grants Program Council has approved seven (7) applications totalling $10,757.00, leaving $20,942.00 for 
future rounds. 
 
If the applications are approved with the full requested amount, the remaining funds for the RADF Community 
Grants Program will be as follows: 
 Allocated budget-RADF Community Grants Program  $31,699.00 
 Less approved funding       $10,757.00 
 Less pending requests       $  9,158.00 
          Less requested amount      $ 1,350.00 
 RADF Community Grants Program remaining   $10,434.00 
 

Attachments 

1. RADF Grant Application - Dirranbandi Progress Association ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

That: 

1. That Council approves the RADF application as follows: 

APPLICANT PROJECT AMOUNT  
Dirranbandi Progress 
Association 

Water Tower Project $  1,350.00 
 

 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: RADF Grant application - Thallon Porgess Association 

DATE: 10.04.19  

AGENDA REF: CES13 

AUTHOR: Liah Hayden - Community Development Officer  

  

 

Executive Summary 

From the Community Development Officer, reporting on the Regional Arts Development Fund 2018-19 round 2 
grant application -Thallon Progress Association.  
 

Background 

Council has received an application from Thallon Progress Association. The Regional Arts Development Fund 
(RADF) is a state and local government partnership that supports local artist and arts and cultural activities in 
Queensland Communities.   The RADF Grant Program Round 2 is now closed for further applications. The 
applications have been assessed by the RADF Reference Panel and have been determined to comply with the 
appropriate assessment criteria as detailed through the Balonne Shire RADF Program. 
 
The aim for the “Recycled Metal Sculpture” workshop is for community participants to increase their skills and 
capacity in metal sculpture production to create achievable products and to explore the heritage theme. The 
experienced tutor will use his vast knowledge and skill to simplify this process to the participants. Also further 
develop the concept for place making sculptures along the history trail, which will celebrate the historical story 
of people and achievements that contributed to Thallon during the last century. This will enhance the feeling of 
belonging within the community members and at the same time present an interesting stop for travellers. 
 
The applications have been assessed by the Reference Panel Chair – Cr Fuhrmeister and two members of the 
reference panel members as per the local RADF community grants guidelines.  Arts Queensland requires that 
the assessment process for RADF investment involve a diversity of community members including a diversity 
of demographics. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Vibrant creative arts, music, local history and culture 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Balonne Shire Council RADF Reference Panel 
 Chair, Cr Robyn Fuhrmeister 
 Panel Members:  Jane Kirby, Bernadette Wippell 
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Legal Implications 

Not applicable 

Policy Implications 

Balonne Shire Council Arts and Cultural Policy 2015-2018 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Grants have been obtained for Arts and Cultural Development within the Balonne Shire through Arts 
Queensland.  Councils’ contribution of $12,060.00 allowed Council to obtain a direct grant from Arts 
Queensland of $25,000 for the 2018/19.  Additional to this grant Council had a surplus of $44,438 from the 
2017/18 funding year.  This being the case the total funds available for RADF during the 2018/19 period is $ 
80,498.00.    
 
These funds have been allocated as follows: 
 
Art & Cultural local priorities & policy review   $ 5,000 
Community engagement & education    $ 2,000 
Place-making project      $42,799 
Community Grants program     $31,699 
Total          $81,498 
 
This is the second round of 2018/19 RADF Community grants program. 
 
In the 2018/19 RADF Community Grants Program Council has approved five (5) applications totalling 
$10,757.00, leaving $20,942 for future rounds. 
 
If the applications are approved with the full requested amount, the remaining funds for the RADF Community 
Grants Program will be as follows: 
  
Allocated budget-RADF Community Grants Program  $31,699.00 
Less approved funding       $10,757.00 
Less pending approvals for round 2      $ 3,800.00 
Less Thallon Progress Association request      $3,408.00 
RADF Community Grants Program remaining   $13,734.00 
 

Attachments 

1. RADF Grant Application - Thallon Progress Association ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council approves the RADF application as follows: 

Applicant Project Amount  

Thallon Progress Association Recycled Metal Sculptures $3,408.00 
 

 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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INFORMATION REPORTS  
 

(ICEO) CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

ICEO1 ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT UPDATE - 
MARCH 2019 

Economic Development Update – March 2019 273 

ICEO2 MONTHLY REPORT Monthly grants information report.  280 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Economic Development Update - March 2019 

DATE: 08.04.19  

AGENDA REF: ICEO1 

AUTHOR: Garnet Radford - Economic Development Officer  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Economic Development Update – March 2019 
 

 

Report Summary 

The purpose of the milestone report is to update Council on Economic Development activity in the Balonne Shire during 

the month of March 2019.  

 Meet with local businesses, key local stakeholders, local producers, business decision makers and local 

champions to make them aware of the EDO’s services, and existing and new opportunities; 

 Meet key regional stakeholders from varying levels of government relevant to ED projects;  

 Update on key inward investment and expansion projects and activities for the period; 

 Provide value-added services and business support to clients;  

 Marketing to prospective investors and identify further investment opportunities.  

Summary of activity during the month of March including Year To Date (YTD) is below:  

Metric Activity Notes 

New Business enquiries 1 Monthly business enquiries  

YTD new business enquires 49 Year to date enquiries 

Business engagement meetings 25 Meetings in the month with key stakeholders,  

YTD Business meetings 186 Year to date client and stakeholder meetings 

Follow up and value-add services 
(Referrals) 

45 Introductions to assist local businesses – grants, services, 
business development, cost savings 

YTD Referral services 103 Year to date referrals and tracking outcomes  

Relevant events facilitated and/or 
attended 

7 Includes forums and events, chamber/progress associations  
and other ED relevant events 

YTD Business events 34 Relevant events attended and/or presented at 

Investments realised 0 Investments in month 

Investments YTD 4 Year to date investments announced in FY 

Value of investments $0 $ value of investments in month 

Investments $ YTD $2.375m Total value of investments Year to date in FY 

Jobs created  0 Jobs created (announced) in period 

YTD Jobs 5 Jobs created (announced) year to date 
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1.0 Work Program Highlights 

 Digital Connectivity grant awarded to Balonne Shire Council  

 Taste of the West in Roma – 4 Balonne Horticultural businesses supplying produce to the event – “Meet the 

Buyers” event with Compass Group – food service provider to Santos;  

 Letter of Support – St George Fruit and Vegetable Association – fruit fly baiting 

 Balonne Horticultural Snapshot/Fact Sheet  and translating into Japanese and Chinese; 

 Submission to JARF funding - Thallon Grains 

 Follow up priority projects and updates; 

 45 referrals in the month of March to Balonne area businesses; 

 Supplier Showcase to Santos – 1 Balonne business attending; and  

 Chinese Amoy (Xiamen) event  

 

1.1 Events 

 Dirran Social Media – 4 March (Dirranbandi) 

 Final Five Issues DDSW RDA – 7 March (Cunnamulla) 

 WDEF Landholders Forum – 13 March (St George) 

 St George Chamber – 13 March (St George) 

 LGAQ Asia Link – 14 March (Dalby) 

 Stakeholders spray drift forum – 25 March (St George) 

 WDEF Suppliers Forum – 28 March (St George) 

 Chinese Amoy (Xiamen) – 30-31 March (St George) 

 

1.2 Business Activity and Lead Generation  

 Brisbane based agronomist looking at reducing salinity through a vault, vapour condense technology. Treat up 

to 20ML/day.  

 45  referrals/support: 

o Santos supply chain event in Roma – 13 with 1 Balonne business attending);  

o Taste of the West TSBE/Food Leaders Roma – 9 with 4 Balonne businesses participating;  

o Japan/Taiwan – investment opportunities to professional services (11) 

o Micro Abattoirs to feedlot operators – (4); 

o Waste to energy bio-futures grant application (1);  

o Workforce Development (2) and Letter of Support (1); 

o Workplace Essentials for Farmers, Growcom distributed; 

o Business Plan assistance (1), Workforce development assistance (1); and 

o Referrals to Tourism Manager – tourism initiatives. 

1.3 Reporting 

 Economic Development Activity report completed; 

 3 Year ED action plan revisions completed; 

 Operating budget 2019-20 FY; and 

 Horticultural snap shot/fact sheet document 
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Attachments 

1. Supporting Documents EDO Update March 2019.pdf ⇩  
   

 

 
Matthew Magin 
Chief Executive Officer  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report 

DATE: 05.04.19  

AGENDA REF: ICEO2 

AUTHOR: Stephanie Price - Grants Officer  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Monthly grants information report. 
 

Grants Summary 

Successful Grants     7 

Submitted Full Business Case   7 

Submitted Expression of Interest 2 

In-progress Grants     4 

 

Attachments 

1. 18 April - Grants Monthly Information Report.pdf ⇩  
   

 

 
Matthew Magin 
Chief Executive Officer  

 



 

 

ICEO2 - ATTACHMENT 1 
 

Page 281 of 394 18 April 2019 

 

 
  



 

 

ICEO2 - ATTACHMENT 1 
 

Page 282 of 394 18 April 2019 

 

 
  



 

 

ICEO2 - ATTACHMENT 1 
 

Page 283 of 394 18 April 2019 

 

 



 

 

ICEO2 - ATTACHMENT 1 
 

Page 284 of 394 18 April 2019 

 

 



 

 
 

Page 285 of 394 18 April 2019 
 

(IFCS) FINANCE AND CORPORATE SERVICES 
ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

ICFS1 MONTHLY REPORT - 
DIRECTOR FINANCE & 
CORPORATE SERVICES 

Monthly Information Report – Director Finance & Corporate 
Services 

286 

ICFS2 MONTHLY REPORT Monthly Information Report 289 

ICFS3 MONTHLY FINANCIAL 
INFORMATION REPORT 
MARCH 2019 

Monthly Financial Information Report for the period ended 31 
March 2019.  

291 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report - Director Finance & Corporate Services 

DATE: 04.04.19  

AGENDA REF: ICFS1 

AUTHOR: Michelle Clarke - Director Finance & Corporate Services  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Monthly Information Report – Director Finance & Corporate Services 
 

St George Levee 

 4 verbal agreements reach for earth levee at various stages of finalisation 

 1 block levee finalised this month 

Land matters 

 Meeting at Dirranbandi with tenant – hairdresser – negotiations underway to increase lease area 

Complaints 

 Eumerella South Road complaint still awaiting CCC instructions 

Staffing 

 Assisted Directorates with a number of positions vacant and letters of appointment during the month of 
February 

 Trainee Administration and Information Technology interviews completed 
 

Rates 

 Sales of rates arrears properties held in March – 3 passed in and 1 sale 

 Rating workshop held with Councillors 7 March & preparations for workshop on 4 April 
 

Finance 

 Budget preparations continue for 2019/20 – with 2 workshops held with councillors 

 Grants & Subsidies register continues to be maintained 

 Budget review Q3 due to May council meeting 

 External Auditors interim audit plan adopted by Audit Committee 
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Procurement 

 Wild Dog cluster fence forums held this month for landholders and contractors/suppliers 

 EOIs documentation prepared for Digital connectivity project 

 Landfill contract signed 

  
The following graph shows how many requests for quotation have been made utilising Vendor Panel for the 
month of March.  There has been a substantial increase as staff utilise the vendor panel system and works 
progress. 

 

 

Service requests 

 
A total of 150 documents were created in Magiq for service requests for March with 111 completed on time 
giving a 74% average completion rate. Council received 13 compliments in March more than double 
February’s total of 6.  Relevant staff received a letter of acknowledgement. 
 

 
 
The graph overpage indicates we are still below our key performance target of 85%. 

January February March

Total Documents 117 129 150

Completed on Time 84 95 111

Completed Late 19 8 15

Pending & Overdue 14 26 24

% completed on time 72% 74% 74%

% Completed overall 88% 80% 84%

Target 85% 85% 85%



 

 

ICFS1 
 

Page 288 of 394 18 April 2019 

 

 

Other key projects/meetings 

 
Risk module – The risk management consultant has been appointed and has commenced – workshop to be 
held with councillors 9 April for the risk appetite statement and strategic risk assessment. Then operational risk 
assessments will commence soon. 
 
Wild Dog Exclusion Fencing project 

 Additional information provided as requested by Queensland Treasury Corporation for Council’s Borrowing 
Application.  Meeting held with the Department Local Government Racing & Multicultural Affairs. 

 Landholder and adjoining landholder agreements workshopped with councillors and being finalised with 
lawyers – near complete 

 
CCTV 
Federal Community Safety Round 3 for CCTV in Bollon, Dirranbandi and St George commenced 
Federal Community Safety Round 4 for CCTV expansion of footprint in St George for Phase 3 currently being 
applied for 
 
St George Aerodrome 
$1m grant for the St George Aerodrome pending funding agreement but has been announced 
Terms of Reference for the Master Plan out for quotation 
 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
   

Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report 

DATE: 04.04.19  

AGENDA REF: ICFS2 

AUTHOR: Ben Gardiner - Safety Advisor  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Monthly Information Report 
 

 
Injury Summary 
There was 1 minor work incident during the month of March 2019.  
 

Worksite Hazard Inspections 
The first quarter is now completed and there are some inspections coming into the office 
In the graph below it shows the percentage of completion of inspections for the first quarter with 
still quite a few outstanding. Of the existing Reported Hazards, one Hazard report involving the 
vehicle hoist at the St George Workshop was closed out in February. The other one involved the 
overhead power lines in the Bollon Depot, is will be completed next time Ergon are in the area. 
 

 

 
Take 5 and Toolbox Talks 
Supervisors and Managers have been spending time to catch up on where their staff have not 
completed the required Take 5’s, this is good to see. 
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Calibrations, Inspections and Testing 
Our lifting equipment was inspected and tested in the last month with only a small percentage 
failing the inspection.  
 

Compliance 
There were no Notifiable Events during the month of March 2019. 
 

Safety Inductions, Training & Information Sessions 
I have started a new training table for the new two year cycle.  

 

Activity Number of Staff Involved 

  
1

st
 

Quarter 
Apr May June July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

Safety Inductions 3          3 

Traffic Management  7          7 

Chainsaw  1          1 

Roller 3          3 

Due Diligence 16           

Forklift 3          3 

Loader 1          1 

Obligations & 
Responsibilities 

16      
 

    

Playground Inspector 7          7 
 

I also attended a Darling Downs Safety Group meeting in Gatton which also included the Safety 
Advisors from Wide Bay & South Burnett Group as well as Redland City Council & Ipswich City 
Council’s – there were several presentations from different agencies. Topics included discussions 
on Silica and the effects on workers, Compliance Monitoring and Enforcement Policy from WHSQ. 
The changes to the MUTCD by TMR, LGW/JLT spoke about the Audit results and their support. 
Other topics were Fit testing P2 masks, Lashing plans for load restraint, Health monitoring and 
Inspection tools for Contractor Plant & Equipment. 
 

Safety Committee Meeting  
The next Safety Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday the 29th of May 2019. 

Attachments 

Nil  
 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  

 



 

 

ICFS3 
 

Page 291 of 394 18 April 2019 

 

 

OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Financial Information Report March 2019 

DATE: 08.04.19  

AGENDA REF: ICFS3 

AUTHOR: Tracey Lee - Manager Finance Services  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Monthly Financial Information Report for the period ended 31 March 2019. 
 

 
 

Attachments 

1. Monthly Finance Information Report - March 2019.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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(IIFS) INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 
ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

IIFS1 MONTHLY REPORT FOR 
THE APRIL 2019 COUNCIL 
MEETING 

From the Director of Infrastructure Services - reporting for the 
month of March. 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report for the April 2019 Council Meeting 

DATE: 05.04.19  

AGENDA REF: IIFS1 

AUTHOR: Catherine Rogan - Administration Officer  

  

 

Executive Summary 

From the Director of Infrastructure Services - reporting for the month of March. 
 

 
0701-Main Roads Works 

 Maintenance work carried out during the month on behalf of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) is 
detailed in the attached RMPC Supervisor’s report.  

 Realignment of the Thallon Bridge commenced in November 2018. These works are continuing.  

 Bitumen re-seals on the TMR network were completed in mid-March 2019.  
The Castlereagh Highway bitumen reseal works were completed in March 2019. 

 Future works – CHUP widening program on the Carnarvon Highway (24a). Consultation with land 
holders regarding possible applications for underground services commenced in March. 

 
0702-Private Works   

 Nil 
 

0400-Council Roads / Streets / Bridge Work 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Works Supervisor’s report. 

 Gravel Maintenance grading works continued throughout the Shire as follows: 
Denholm Road -   commenced and completed early March.  
Habnarey Road - commenced and completed mid-March.  
Openbah Road - commenced end of February and completed end of March.  
Koomalah Road - commenced end of February and completed mid-March. 
Kulki Road and North Kulki Road – commenced early March and completed end of March.  
Diamond Tank Road – commenced mid-March and completed end of March. 
Whyenbah Road - R2R funded works commenced mid-February and completed mid-March. 
Corack Road – commenced and completed end of March. 
Jakelwar-Goodooga Road - commenced end of February with works continuing.  
Davirton Road  - commenced mid-March with works continuing. 
Gunnindaddy Road – commenced end of March with works continuing. 

 Pot hole patching using premix was undertaken on various local roads. 

 New road signage was installed on Whyenbah Road. 

 Guide rail repairs on Talwood-Mungindi Road commenced in March and are ongoing. 
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 Re-seal works on the Dirranbandi-Bollon Road is scheduled to commence mid-April 2019. 
 

0440-Aerodromes 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 
 
0450-Plant and Equipment 

 Details are included in the attached Workshop Supervisor’s report. 
 
0510-Housing 

 Routine maintenance is ongoing. 

 Council residential house inspections are ongoing.  
 

0520-Recreation and Sport  

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

 Defect rectifications are progressing at the newly constructed Dirranbandi Sports Oval Amenities 
building. 

 REDP Rail & River Precinct – Carpark is complete. Bollards have been ordered. Footpath works are 
continuing. 

 REDP St George CBD & River Foreshore Upgrade – Earthworks and placement of base gravel for boat 
ramp carpark commenced end of February 2019 and are now completed. 

 Installation of the Rowden Park playground was completed this month. 
 

0521-Swimming Pools  

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

 Items identified during the Dirranbandi Pool Committee AGM have been addressed by council staff. 

 The procurement process is underway for the W4Q – Thermal Springs at St George. 

 Dirranbandi public swimming pool scheduled to close on the 5th of April 2019 with St George pool 
closing on the 12th April 2019. 
 

0530-Parks and Gardens 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

 BSC17/18 Q13 – St George River Foreshore Canoe Ramp Carpark Upgrade - works continued during 
the month with new gardens to be planted when the weather cools.   

 REDP St George Boat Ramp Carpark Upgrade – an irrigation system, barbecue shelter, footpaths and 
garden edging was installed in the boat ramp area in March 2019. 

 
0535-Halls/Civic/Cultural Centres 

 Routine maintenance is ongoing. 
 
0555-Showgrounds 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

 The assembly of the fourth set of horse stables at the St George Showgrounds was completed in 
March 2019. 
 

0615-Cemeteries 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

 Routine maintenance and mowing is ongoing. 
 

0620-Street Cleaning 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 
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625-Public Conveniences 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor report. 
 
4000-Urban Waste Water 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 
 

5000-Urban Water 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

 Monthly consumption figures are given in the attached reports. 
 
Capital/Special Maintenance Works Progress 

 Works are progressing. The 2018/19 Capital and Operational Projects Report has been updated. 
 
Meetings / Training 

 The RMPC meeting was held with TMR in March. All works are on schedule and on budget.  
 

Current Tenders 
 

Attachments 

1. Plant Maintenance Report - Period End 31 Mar 2019.pdf ⇩  
2. Balonne Shire Water Usage 2018-19 - Period End 31 Mar 2019.pdf ⇩  
3. Road Construction Report - Period End 31 Mar 2019.pdf ⇩  
4. Road Maintenance Report - Period End 31 Mar 2019.pdf ⇩  
5. Town Maintenance Reports - Period End 31 Mar 2019.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Andrew Boardman 
Director Infrastructure Services  
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(ICES) COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

ICES1 MONTHLY REPORT The Community & Environmental Sustainability Report for the 
month of March 2019 is presented for Council’s information.  

359 

ICES2 MONTHLY REPORT - 
RURAL SERVICES AND 
COMPLIANCE 

Manager of Rural Services report for March 2019 is presented to 
Council for information.  

387 
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OFFICER  REPORT 
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report 

DATE: 05.04.19  

AGENDA REF: ICES1 

AUTHOR: Digby Whyte - Director Community and Environmental Services  

  

 

Executive Summary 

The Community & Environmental Sustainability Report for the month of March 2019 is presented for Council’s 
information. 
 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT APPROVALS 

 
Value of Building Works  
Council’s building certifier has approved building applications to the value of $71 416 for the month of March 
2019. 
 
The value of building applications approved by private certification is $488 575 for the financial year so far.  
 
In total building applications to the value of $1 989 532 has been approved so far this financial year. 
 
March 2019: 
 

BA 
No 

Applicant Owner Address Lot & 
Plan 

Builder Class Description  Value 
of 
Works  

Approval 
Date 

5174 SJL Building 
Co Pty Ltd 

Kenneth 
W 
Drysdal
e & 
Charie J 
White 

81 Arthur 
Street, ST 
GEORGE 

6RP89
828 

Simon 
Lane 

1a New Dwelling $71,41
6 

22.03.19 

5180 Private Cert - 
Westbuilt 
Homes 

Nicholas 
and 
Rebecc
a Lindert 

54 
Mitchell 
Street, ST 
GEORGE 

5STG8
52 

Active 
Constru
ction 
Group 

1a New Dwelling $306,2
22 

20.03.19 

 
Development Applications 

 A change application for development permit material change of use (MCU) 122 has been received from 
the owner for Willowthal Road, St George. The application is not yet properly made.  
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ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

Natural Environment: 

 General health inspections carried out.   

 There were 0 notifiable diseases reported during March 2019 

 There were 0 food recalls actioned in March 2019 
 
Local Laws: 

 Under the new Model and Subordinate Local Laws Council staff are carrying out education programs to all 
animal owners 

 Training on the new local laws was held with staff on 12 March 2019 –There are approximately 25 staff that 
were trained.  

 Education of community has begun. 
 
Public Health: 

 Food Licences and Out Door Dining Permits are currently being audited and inspections being carried out.  
 
Waste Water Services: 

 Council’s sewerage treatment plants are currently operating in a good condition. 

 Waste water analysis continues each month.  Sampling was carried out from 19 – 27 March 2019 
  

Urban Water Supplies: 
 Weekly microbiological samples of St George’s bore water supply were taken and tested. 
 Samples were taken and tested from all other towns during the period. 

 
Waste Management: 

 The Contract /Tender Documents for the St George landfill has been awarded to A & J Hannah who will begin 
on 1 June 2019 

 The St George Lions Club is the area co-ordinator and refund point. This system appears to be working well 
with the community 

 The Annual Shire Clean Up was carried from 4 March 2019 until Thursday 7 March 2019.  The community 
involvement was excellent. 

 A gravel pit audit on tyres began March.  Council together with TMRE are working on solutions for the illegal 
dumping of tyres at gravel pits across the Shire.  The audit is due to occur during March, July and October 
2019.  A large number of illegally dumped tyres were found at the Nindigully Pit.  

 
St George landfill    

 The landfill site is presently operating in a reasonable condition.  

 A new boundary fence will be installed between the St George landfill and Riverston early in 2019   
 
Dirranbandi landfill 

 The landfill site is presently operating in a reasonable condition. 

 The new landfill site maintenance is working well with the community of Dirranbandi 
 
Thallon landfill 

 The landfill site at Thallon is currently operating in a good condition.    

 The new landfill site maintenance is working well with the community of Thallon. 
 
Bollon landfill 

 The landfill site at Bollon is currently operating in a good condition.   
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Hebel landfill 

 The landfill site at Hebel is currently operating in a good condition.  A new trench and litter fence is 
operating well. 

 
Nindigully landfill 

 The landfill site at Nindigully is currently operating in a good condition 
 
   

LOCAL LAWS (Animal Control) 

 

Information 
Other 

Animal 
Cat Dog 

Year to date 
from July 

2018 

Registered Animals   7 1324 

Impoundments    5  7 

Euthanized       

Reunited with owners   1   

Status not 
determined /other 

     

Re-homed   4  6 

Other Animals      

 
 

BALONNE SHIRE TOURISM REPORT  
MARCH 2019 
 
 
TOURISM PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES  
 

 St George & Surrounds Travellers’ Guide now complete and with printers.  Expected arrival of 
brochure is the second week of April. Official brochure launch scheduled for 17 April at the Anchorage 
Homestead in St George. 

 Senior Visitor Services Officer along with Tourism Services Officer and Manager Tourism attended a 
famil of Lightning Ridge with Riversands Vineyard owner David Blacket on 19 March. 

 Boobook Ecological Services continuing to work on new shire bird brochure. 

 Bird Watching tours with local Bird Watcher to commence 16 April 2019.  

 Trial run for History tour to be conducted on 15 April 2019. 

 The Vendor Panel for the new Shire Entry Signage has been completed with the project set to be 
completed within the 2019/2020 Financial Year. 

 Progress has been made on the implementation of the RV Strategy recommendation for the Shire to 
offer Low Cost Camping options in St George and Dirranbandi. See the Officer Report from the 
Manager Tourism for full details. 

 Following the announcement by Member for Maranoa David Littleproud MP of the Shire’s success in 
securing a $55,000 grant to create a new Tourism & Events Strategy, the Manager Tourism has 
started creating a briefing document for the contracting of a consultant to complete the strategy. 
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MARKETING & PROMOTIONS 
 
 St George & Surrounds Facebook page 

 Currently a total of 708 likes (an increase of 73 likes) with 717 followers (increase of 73 followers).  

 Most popular post for March was a post on 22 March promoting the St George Campdraft, which 
had a huge 4.5k organic reach with 1.4k post clicks and 213 reactions leading to the marked 
increase of followers this month. 

 
 Balonne Shire Council Instagram account 

 The Tourism Team recently took over the responsibility of updating the Balonne Shire Council 
Instagram account (instagram.com/balonnesc) 

 Currently a total of 299 followers; an increase of around 40 followers since late February.  

 The most post picture since the team began updating the account was a picture of the Thallon 
Silos posted on 22 February which attracted 52 likes, while the most popular post for March was a 
picture from the St George Campdraft which attracted 36 likes. 

 
 Press Releases 

 Sent out “Save the Date – Balonne Shire set for an eventful year” on 25 March to help generate 
interest in events happening in our Shire this year.  

 It proved a huge success with Belinda Sanders from ABC Radio calling straight away picking up 
on the connection between the Balonne Shire and 20th anniversary of the release of Paperback 
Hero (1999) which was filmed in Nindigully.  

 As a result ABC Radio will now dedicate the month of October, in line with the Nindigully Film & 
Music Festival which was created to celebrate this milestone, to stories on local Balonne Shire 
residents who worked on the film.  

 
 TV 

 Following on from the Premier’s launch of the Year of Outback Tourism, QLD Weekender has 
submitted a proposal to the Manger Tourism to come to the Balonne Shire to film a half hour 
special program starring celebrity chef and actor Mirko Grillini, dedicated to the food and events of 
the Balonne and Paroo Shires. 

 The events the program will tie in with are the Cunnamulla Fella Festival (end August) and your 
River Dragon Multicultural Festival (beginning September). 

 It is proposed that the TV crew will arrive in Cunnamulla on Friday 30 August cover the 
Cunnamulla Fella Festival and then head to St George to cover the River Dragon Multicultural 
Festival.  

 On route from Cunnamulla to St George the crew will stop and film stories on other key attractions 
in the Balonne and Paroo Shire. 

 The Manager Tourism is currently working with the Paroo Shire Council’s Tourism Team Leader 
to fund (through both financial and in-kind contributions) and coordinate the shooting of this 
program. In-kind accommodation and flights for the crew and presenters has already been 
offered. 

 
 MARKET ANALYSIS 
 

 The Manager Tourism has completed an analysis the Visitor Information Centre data from 2018 to 
determine the place of origin of external visitors to the region to aid with future decisions on Shire 
marketing and promotions. 
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 According to this data, Domestic Travellers are the Primary Tourism Market for the Balonne Shire 
Council with the Top Three (3) States for Visitors to the Balonne being: NSW (3165), QLD (2709) 
and VIC (1742). As a comparison, the Visitor Information Centre only recorded 257 International 
Travellers for the same period. 

 After breaking down the postcode data of these three States further, the Manager Tourism 
concluded that the Top 5 Regions from where our visitors come from are: South East Queensland 
(1076), Greater Melbourne (670), Sydney Metro (6662), Hunter Region (635), Brisbane Metro 
(536), and Wide-Bay-Burnett (389). 

 Sydney Surrounds (304), Mid North Coast (272), Gippsland (272), and Richmond-Tweed (256) 
rounding off the Top 10 and Darling Downs (245) and Illawarra (221) coming in close behind. 

 See the graphs below for more detail:  
 

 
NSW Region LGAs No. Visitors 

Sydney Metro  662 

Hunter Region 

Cessnock, Dungog, Gloucester, Great Lakes, Lake 
Macquarie, Maitland, Muswellbrook, Newcastle, Port 
Stephens, Singleton, Upper Hunter 635 

Sydney Surrounds 
Blue Mountains, Gosford, Hawkesbury, Wollondilly, 
Wyong 304 

Mid North Coast 
Bellingen, Clarence Valley, Coffs Harbour, Greater Taree, 
Kempsey, Nambucca, Port Macquarie-Hastings 272 

Richmond-Tweed Ballina, Byron, Kyogle, Lismore, Richmond Valley, Tweed 256 

Illawarra 
Kiama, Shellharbour, Shoalhaven, Wingecarribee, 
Wollongong 221 

Central West 

Bathurst, Bland, Blayney, Cabonne, Cowra, Forbes, 
Lachlan, Lithgow, Mid-Western, Oberon, Orange, Parkes, 
Weddin 211 

Northern Region 

Armidale Dumaresq, Glen Innes Severn, Gunnedah, 
Guyra, Gwydir, Inverell, Liverpool Plains, Moree Plains, 
Narrabri, Tamworth, Tenterfield, Uralla, Walcha 180 

South-Eastern Region 

Bega Valley, Bombala, Boorowa, Cooma-Monaro, 
Eurobodalla, Goulburn Mulwaree, Harden, Palerang, 
Queanbeyan, Snowy River, Tumut, Upper Lachlan, Yass 
Valley, Young 167 

Murrumbidgee Region Carrathool, Coolamon, Cootamundra, Griffith, Gundagai, 95 

662 

635 

304 272 

256 

221 

211 

180 

167 

95 
83 70 9 

NSW Visitors by Region 

Sydney Metro

Hunter Region

Sydney Surrounds

Mid North Coast

Richmond-Tweed

Illawarra

Central West

Northern Region

South-Eastern Region

Murrumbidgee Region

North Western Region
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Hay, Junee, Leeton, Lockhart, Narrandera, Temora, 
Wagga Wagga 

North Western Region 

Bogan, Bourke, Brewarrina, Cobar, Coonamble, Dubbo, 
Gilgandra, Narromine, Walgett, Warren, Warrumbungle, 
Wellinton 83 

Murray Region 

Albury, Balranald, Berrigan, Conargo, Corowa, Deniliquin, 
Greater Hume, Jerilderie, Murray, Tumbarumba, Urana, 
Wakool, Wentworth 70 

Far West Broken Hill, Central Darling, Unincorporated NSW 9 

TOTAL NSW Visitors: 3165 

 
 

Region LGAs No. Visitors 

South East Queensland 

Gold Coast, Ipswich, Lockyer Valley, Logan, Moreton 
Bay, Noosa, Redland, Scenic Rim, Somerset, 
Sunshine Coast 1076 

Brisbane Metro  536 

Wide Bay-Burnett 
Banana, Bundaberg, Cherbourg, Fraser Coast, 
Gympie, North Burnett, South Burnett 389 

Darling Downs 
Goondiwindi, Southern Downs, Western Downs, 
Toowoomba 245 

Central Queensland 
Central Highlands, Gladstone, Isaac, Livingstone, 
Mackay, Rockhampton, Worrabinda 183 

North Queensland 
Burdekin, Charters Towers, Hinchinbrook, Palm Island, 
Townsville, Whitsunday 102 

Far North Queensland 

Aurukun, Cairns, Cassowary Coast, Cook, Douglas, 
Hope Vale, Kowanyama, Lockhart River, Mapoon, 
Mareeba, Napranum, Northern Peninsula Area, 
Pormpuraaw, Tablelands, Torres, Torres Strait Island, 
Weipa, Wujal Wujal, Yarrabah 93 

South West Bulloo Maranoa, Murweh, Paroo, Quilpie 68 

Central West 
Barcaldine, Barcoo, Blackall-Tambo, Boulia, 
Diamantina, Longreach, Winton 11 

North West 

Burke, Carpentaria, Cloncurry, Croydon, Doomagee, 
Etheridge, Flinders, McKinlay, Mornington, Mount Isa, 
Richmond 6 

TOTAL QLD Visitors: 2709*  

1076 

536 

389 

245 

183 

102 

93 68 11 
6 

QLD Visitors by Region 

South East Queensland

Brisbane Metro

Wide Bay-Burnett

Darling Downs

Central Queensland

North Queensland

Far North Queensland

South West

Central West

North West
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*NB: Figure excludes local residents from Balonne Shire 

 

 
 

VIC Region LGAs No. Visitors 

Central Highlands & 
Goldfields 

Ballarat, Central Goldfields, Greater Bendigo, 
Hepburn, Loddon, Macedon Ranges, Mitchell, 
Moorabool, Mount Alexander 209 

Gippsland 
Bass Coast, Baw Baw, East Gippsland, Latrobe, 
South Gippsland, Wellington 272 

Goulburn Valley 
Campaspe, Greater Shepparton, Moira, 
Strathbogie 141 

Greater Melbourne  670 

Northeast 
Alpine, Benalla, Indigo, Mansfield, Murrindindi, 
Towong, Wangaratta, Wodonga 126 

Southwest 
Colac-Otway, Golden Plains, Greater Geelong, 
Queenscliffe, Surf Coast 117 

The Mallee Buloke, Gannawarra, Mildura, Swan Hill 90 

Western District 
Ararat, Corangmite, Glenelg, Moyne, Pyrenees, 
Southern Grampians, Warrnambool 82 

Wimmera 
Hindmarsh, Horsham, Northern Grampians, West 
Wimmera, Yarriambiack 35 

Total VIC Visitors: 1742 

 
 
TOURISM ORGANISATION REPRESENTATION 
 
 Southern Queensland Country Tourism (SQCT) 

 The information and newsletters have been forwarded out to our Operators for their information.  

 Membership renewal has been paid for the 2018/19 financial year.  
 

Adventure Way Promotions Group 

 Adventure Way meeting held 5 March via teleconference.  Next meeting scheduled for 7 May 
2019. 

 

209 

272 

141 

670 

126 

117 

90 
82 35 

VIC Visitors by Region 

Central Highlands & Goldfields

Gippsland

Goulbourn Valley

Greater Melbourne

Northeast

Southwest

The Mallee

Western District

Wimmera
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Great Inland Way (GIW) 

 Senior Visitor Services Officer attended teleconference on 14 March. 
 
 
MEETINGS AND TRAINING  
 

 The Balonne Shire Tourism meeting was held on Wednesday 20 March 2019 in Thallon. 

 Monthly Catch Up meetings held with Cr Fuhrmeister and Director of Community and 
Environmental Sustainability (DCES) regarding Tourism. 

 Senior Visitor Services Officer attended Due Diligence, Obligation and Responsibilities training on 
18 March.  

 
VOLUNTEER PROJECT AND ACTIVITIES  
 

 Volunteers staffed the Visitor Information Centre for 104.5 hours of the 208 hours it was open during 
March 2019. 

 A Volunteer Survey was sent to all volunteers to seek their feedback and ideas for further 
improvements at the VIC. 

 
 
SHIRE TOURISM STATISTICS – MARCH 2019 
 
St George Visitor Information Centre 
There were 527 visitors recorded for March 2019 through the Visitor Information Centre (VIC) in St George.  
This is an increase of 89 compared to March 2018. 
 
The following is a breakdown of the location of the visitors.  

o Local Shire    147  

o New South Wales   68  

o Victoria   29  

o Queensland    247  

o South Australia   11  

o Northern Territory   2  

o Australian Capital Territory    5   

o Western Australia   5   

o Tasmania   2  

o Overseas/International         11  

 
The VIC also received 44 tourism related phone enquiries, 1 Information Pack was sent out and 6 
email/internet tourism related enquiries were made during March. 
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Visitor Numbers through Balonne Shire Visitor Information Centre

 
 
 
Dirranbandi RTC  
There were 136 visitors recorded for March 2019 through the Dirranbandi Rural Transaction Centre (RTC), 
when compared to 108 visitors in March 2018 this is an increase of 28 visitors through the RTC. 
The following is a breakdown of the location of the visitors.  

o Queensland:  49 

o New South Wales:  45  

o Victoria:   27 

o Other Australia:   11 

o Overseas:   4 
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COMMUNITY AND LIBRARIES 

  
Library Services – March 2019 
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  Total Monthly Membership 

   

   

 

 

Community Sponsorship, Donations and Grants – as at 31 March 2019 
 

As at 31 March 2019 Council has approved a total of 23 requests for assistance through the Community 
Donation, Sponsorship and Grants program totalling $15,135.37 (compared to this time last year of 24 
applications with the total value of $13,412.20).  
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Community Groups/organisation meeting minutes 
 SWRED 1 March 2019 

 Dirranbandi Progress Association 1 April 2019 

 St George Chambers of Commerce minutes March 2019  
 

Attachments 

1. SWRED meeting minutes 1 March 2019 ⇩  
2. Dirranbandi Progress Meeting minutes 1 April 2019 ⇩  
3. St George Chambers of Commerce minutes.  March 2019 ⇩  
   

 

Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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President – Andrea Killen 
akill4@eq.edu.au 

0477337775 

Vice President – Greg Nicol 

tags.dirranbandi@gmail.com 
0458259002 

Secretary – Karen Sullivan 
mandksullivan@bigpond.com 

0429476503 

Treasurer – Amber Stewart 
amberstewart@live.com.au 

0400932003 

 

VENUE CWA Hall, Dirranbandi 

CHAIRPERSON Andrea Killen 

MEETING OPENED 6.05pm 

PRESENT Karen Sullivan, Andrea Killen, Shelly Easton, Cr Ian Todd, Dani Kinnear, Sal Hemming, Jacque Hemming, Rachel Hourigan, Jess Hourigan, Cr Samantha 
O’Toole, Jonathan Burrell, Pam Crothers, Sian Hardie 

APOLOGIES Robyn Rigby, Mayor Richard Marsh, Greg Nicol, Deputy Mayor Fiona Gaske. 

 

 
  Item Moved Second Carried 

Motion that the Apologies and Attendance be accepted Karen Amber Yes 

 

READ/TABLED PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES  
 
The minutes of the previous General Meeting held on 11/02/2019 were read by those present. 

 
  Item Moved Second Carried 

Motion that the minutes of the previous meeting held on the 
11/02/2019 be accepted as a true and correct record of the meeting. 

Andrea Barb Yes 

 
BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES 
 

Item Details of Discussion/Action   Person 
Responsible 

Status/ 
Timeframe 

RV Friendly Town 
& Caravan Parking 
Area. 

* Mayor Marsh advised that the RV strategy is currently under consideration via the appointed 
consultant.  Everything is on the agenda.  
* Robyn Rigby advised she is meeting with Earthcheck (Council appointed consultants) tomorrow to discuss the 

Robyn/Pam Ongoing 

mailto:akill4@eq.edu.au
mailto:tags.dirranbandi@gmail.com
mailto:mandksullivan@bigpond.com
mailto:amberstewart@live.com.au
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strategy. 
* Consultant’s report due March.  Council will decide if further community consultation is required once they have 
reviewed the report -- due to discuss Council meeting 22.03.18 
* BSC had a teleconference with Consultant two weeks ago and have advised to go back to the drawing board, cost 
among other things an issue. 
*Cr Todd informed that it is moving forward however still policy pending at this point. 
*BSC has received the final report.  River at Dirran is listed as a designated area, for the moment though, 2 sites only 
are being trialled in St George…’Leave no Trace Camping’, low cost sites, minimal infrastructure. 
* Council to report back and give update (Digby Whyte- Director Community & Environmental Sustainability) 
* Karen to extend an invitation to Kym Wildman and Digby White to attend next meeting and give update. 
 

Water tower 
painting proposal 

* Barb continuing to work on this with local input. 
* Barb moved a motion to continue under the Progress Banner for this grant, seconded by Amber.  Barb to send 
proposal to Council for approval.  Cr O’Toole to seek RADF grant for possible funding for graphic design.   

* RADF application has been submitted for design funding. 
 

Barb Ongoing 

 
 
  Item Moved Second Carried 

Motion that the business arising from previous meeting to be 
confirmed. 

Karen Andrea Yes 

 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
(tabled) 
 
Business Arising from the Treasurer’s Report 
 
Nil 
 

Documents to be ratified 
 
Nil 
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Documents Circulated for Comment and Review:  
 
Nil 
 
 
  Item Moved Second Carried 

Motion that the Treasurer’s Report be accepted as a true and 
accurate record and that all accounts and payments be ratified. 

Amber Karen yes 

 
Correspondence In 
(tabled) 
 
Correspondence Out 
(tabled) 
 
  Item Moved Second Carried 

Motion that Inward correspondence be received, and outward 
correspondence be adopted 

Karen Pam Yes 

 
 
 
Business Arising from the Correspondence 
 
* Work Program Application – Karen to contact Tony (possibility of assistance in making some main street Xmas decorations) 
tony.musgrove@dsc.qld.gov.au 
 
* Recycling cans through Lions Club, St George (Contact Mick Kennedy) – Karen to invite Mick to come and speak at a Progress meeting, however, Progress 
Assoc. feel that they may not have the man power to oversee such a venture.  Are happy to be a support role if we can. 
 
* Pam Crothers  presented Arts Council Report 
 
* Letter of Support for FRRR EOI $150,000 requested by Dirranbandi Arts Council Inc. for storyboards at R&R Precinct.  Karen to submit. 
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* Discussion and endorsement of Noondoo Silo design (RTC Project) – Pam shared design ideas by Artist John Murray. 
 
* Discussion in regard to designated parking and viewing area and appn. to DMR – Pam to follow up signage & Road Corridor Permit Application with Andrew 
Boardman. 
 
 
 
 
General Business 
 
* MDBA update from BSC……Great news to share! – Cr Ian Todd listed how funding received from the Murray Darling Basin Authority will be distributed within the Shire ($9.2 
Billion in total).  Massive thanks to David Littleproud and BSC for their unwavering support of our Shire throughout this process. 
 
* Sian Hardie, Jacque Hemming and Amber Stewart gave an update on Town Xmas decorations project – Amber to make contact with Richard Backhouse to see if anything can 
be implemented while earthworks are happening over at the R&R Precinct. 
 
* Sian Hardie gave an update on Dirranbandi LDC Steering Committee – 4 phases to project, presently at draft stage of Phase 1, Garnet (BSC) is Project Manager. 
 
* Andrea discussed fencing at school, Cr Sam O’Toole to follow up on BSC commitment with this. 
 
 
 

Meeting Closed   7.18pm 
 
 
Next Meeting   TBA 
 
 
 
Minutes endorsed as true and correct …….. /……. /……..        President_____________________________           Secretary____________________________ 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Correspondence In – 
 
* letter from BSC re: Work program – Application for Community Service Project 
* Mick Kennedy (phone call) re: recycling cans through Lions St George 
* Copy of letter from Holly Parcell to BSC requesting to rent a larger space at the Civic Centre for her business (seeking support from Progress Assoc.) 
* Email from Cr Sam O’Toole re: follow up info from last meeting 
* Email from Sian Hardie re: update Dirranbandi LDC Steering Committee 
* Email from Pam Crothers re: items for discussion at next meeting 
 
 
Correspondence Out –  
 
* Dirranbandi Progress Assoc. signed up on “My Community Directory” 
* Dirranbandi Progress Assoc. Budget Proposal 2019/2020 forwarded to BSC 
* LOS for Dirranbandi Business Revitalisation & Shop Front Grants Program submitted by BSC 
* Advertising for 3 free workshops being run through the Progress Assoc. by engage and create consulting 
* LOS for Rural Transaction Centre Technology Upgrade submitted by BSC 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report - Rural Services and Compliance  

DATE: 05.04.19  

AGENDA REF: ICES2 

AUTHOR: Karl Hempstead - Manager Rural Services  

  

 

Executive Summary 
Manager of Rural Services report for March 2019 is presented to Council for information. 
 

 

Stock Routes General/Drover 
There have been no Drover movements the past month, however there were indications that previous drovers wanted to 
turn around and go back through the Balonne Shire’s network. These drovers have however been persuaded otherwise 
due to nil pasture. 
There were three (3) Hereford cattle impounded from stock route adjacent Clonard Water Facility and brought into St 
George pound on 22 March 2019. 
There was one (1) Merino ram impounded from Currawong (Allen Beatty) on 26 March 2019. 

 
Stock Route Travel Permits  
There has been one (1) agistment permit issued to Lisa Cleary for 90 head of cattle to be agisted on the Carnarvon 
Highway south of Thallon for a short period. 
 
General 
 
The March reporting period was once again dry until a break through at the end of March which delivered around 20ml to 
some of the Shire – others to the North West received falls above 75ml. The lack of rain has once more placed an 
impact on movement of stock, feral animal baiting and weed management. 
 
The team has pressed on carrying out duties with the drought funding projects, maintenance of the stock route network 
and impounding drought affected stock off the stock route network. The compliance team has been busy with the 
support of the lands officers with several feral cats being caught and disposed of and more than 23 dogs being pounded 
as of the 29 March 2019. Compliance and local laws officers conducted training for the new local laws on Tuesday 12 

March 2019 to bring the team up to speed with the laws and to be able to educate the local community. 
 
The wild dog fence forum went well with over 80 landholders attending and we have had great feedback with regards to 
the forum.  
 
Contractors have begun works on ‘Boomerang Dam’ new drainage and general clean-up to help store more percentage 
of water during rain events. Once completed the contractor will move on to the 7 mile dam and restore drainage and 
holding capacity. A minor project has been completed during the reporting period at Boombah 1 for better holding 
capacity and filling capacity from the adjacent channels. 
 
Andrew Dries has approached the Manager Rural Services to offer a possible new water point for travelling stock at 
Bidjonbah cattle yards; this will increase the water availability for traveling stock between the Balonne River and Boolba 
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dam reserve. The proposal will be drawn up and sent to the Stock Route unit Brisbane for the following financial year 
capital works expressions of interest. 
      

      
Above: - works being carried out on Boombah1 and adjacent pic is proposed new water facility for travelling 
stock at “Bidjonbah” cattle yards. 
 
The Manager of Rural Services has placed an application for grant funding to fence the Whyenbah camping and water 
reserve to illuminate illegal dumping which has become prolific in recent months (Currently compliance officers have no 
power under local laws for control of littering). The funding will also enhance tourism by letting the local indigenous 
community educate tourists and aboriginal youth in identifying certain species of citrus trees and Quandong species. It is 
envisaged to fence and place educational signage (botany) and for the Rural Service team to manage future compliance. 
Minister the Hon. David Littleproud is expected to announce very soon if the grant is successful. 
 

     
Photos above: Illegal dumping and Littering at Whyenbah Reserve 
 
During the reporting period the rural service team have visited properties to enhance education with regards to weeds 
and feral animals and to take the opportunity to show support to landholders during the ongoing drought. Some 
properties visited this reporting period include Moombah, Altonvale, Myrtlemount, Currawong and Bidjonbah. 
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Photos Above: Kevin Fontaine (Rural Services and Environment Officer) and Robyn McCosker of “Moombah” 
and adjacent visiting Andrew Dries for fence inspection and new water point at “Bidjonbah.” 
 
Pest Animals/Weeds  

 Wild dog Advisory Committee Meeting – Tuesday, 5 March 2019. 

 Wild dog exclusion fence inspection with Cameron Drynan (Bogong) 7 March 2019. 

 Indian Minor Bird traps set up at Dirranbandi Primary School – 15 March 2019. 

 Factory baits delivered to Rob Jakins – 19 March 2019. 

 Moomba visit regarding drought stock issues and Harrisia Cactus – 19 March 2019. 

 Visited Altonvale to meet new owner Andrew Parsons regarding wild dog fence – 19 March 2019. 

 Visited Myrtlemount to meet new owner Lachlan McClymont regarding wild dog activity. – 19 March 2019 

 Baited for wild dogs at Hoolavale 40kg meat – 21 March 2019. 

 QMDC ranger spraying devils rope cactus at Bollon - 2 days and sprayed one infestation of castor oil bush on 
river edge out of town. 

 Compliance check regarding possible fraud over dog scalps – 11 March 2019 

 Ecosure drafted the revenue and expenditure report, and are drafting the Biosecurity Plan 

 Wild dog fence forum – Wednesday 13 March 2019 

 Kevin and Karl inspected Warrie Road for mother of millions late March. 

Pest Plants 

As per pest animal weeds. 

 
NRM Weed Spraying Program 
Road reserve spraying greatly reduced due to drought impact – all species of plants have shut down for survivability – 
recommendations is not to spray during these periods to reduce costs, however with the rain event in late March plants 
will be able to be sprayed. 
 
Coral Cactus – “Booligar” 
Ongoing 
 
Town Commons and Firebreaks 
Nil 
 
Vehicle Usage 
Rural Service Utility (stock routes) Number 3020 has travelled 2,950 km this reporting period. 
Rural Service Utility (Lands protection) Number 3515 - Karl Hempstead on leave  
 
Drought Communities Program (DCP) – Stock Route Works & Bollon Town Common. 
Colin Schurmann has been awarded the contract to complete the 12km fence around the Bollon town common to be 
completed by the end of April 2019. Current delay in materials may require a variation. 
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St George Excavators Contractors have been awarded the contract to complete dam maintenance on drainage and 
holding capacity for Boomerang and 7 Mile dams. 
 

      
 
Photos Above: start of works at Boomerang dam – clearing dam edge then centre desilting and placement of 
bentonite, repair drainage. 
 
Bi-Annual Baiting & Aerial Baiting Campaigns 
 

 Corflute signs ordered for advertising on ground 1080 campaign 

 Radio ABC and Bourke radio 2WE are providing information adverts for 1080 campaign. 

 Biosecurity and Manager of Rural Services are completing flight plans for QFPI aerial baiting on Tuesday 2 
April 2019. 

 Quotations for aerial bating delivery will be completed by 5 April 2019 along with quotations for dry bait 
products. 

 Swift NRM officer Lachlan Marshall and Karl to check cameras at locations for Phase II of the Aerial Baiting on 
8 and 9 April 2019. 

 
Animal Control – Local 

 Eight surrendered dogs 

 Seven surrendered cat 

 Four Feral cats trapped in St George 

 Nine Cats Euthanized as of 29 March 2019 

 Twenty three dogs impounded as of 29 March 2019 

 Nine dogs rehomed 

 Thirteen  dogs currently in Council pound as of 29 March 2019 

 Two reported Dog attacks - One dog destroyed by owner; one dog euthanized by Council 

 One cat rehomed 

 New dog trap ready for use (Hire) 

 Continued update of Compliance procedures 

 Update and standardisation of compliance notices and Obligation letters ongoing 

 Barking dog Diary now being issued to Council customers with barking dog complaints 

 Three Barking dog Diaries issued one returned 

 Update of Regulated dog declarations using Queensland Local Government as a guide ongoing 

 Regular daily patrols of St George morning and afternoon 

 Patrols of Dirranbandi, Bollon and Mungindi 

  number of wandering dogs has increased in March 

 Education of dog owners and members of the public continues to be carried out 

 90% of dogs impounded and surrendered for the month of March not microchipped or registered  
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Attachments 

1. Wild Dog Scalps Register - Current 02042019.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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