
 

 
 

Page 1 of 445 20 June 2019 
 

 

 

Meeting Notice and Agenda 

for the 

General Meeting of the Council 

to be held in the 

Council Chambers, 118 Victoria Street, St George 

on 

Thursday 20th June 2019 

Commencing at 9:00am 

 

Table of Contents 
  
ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS ............................................................................................................................. 2 

(FCS) FINANCE AND CORPORATE SERVICES ................................................................................... 18 

(IFS) INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES .................................................................................................... 37 

(CES) COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES ......................................................................... 38 

CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS ................................................................................................................................. 223 

(CFCS) FINANCE AND CORPORATE SERVICES .............................................................................. 223 

(CIFS) INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES ............................................................................................... 224 

(CCES) COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES ..................................................................... 225 

INFORMATION REPORTS ............................................................................................................................ 226 

(ICEO) CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER .................................................................................................. 226 

(IFCS) FINANCE AND CORPORATE SERVICES ................................................................................ 268 

(IIFS) INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES ................................................................................................. 332 

(ICES) COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES ...................................................................... 343 



 

 
 

Page 2 of 445 20 June 2019 
 

ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS 

1. Opening 

2. Council Prayer 

3. Attendance 
 Expected attendance of this meeting is as follows:     

Councillors  Staff/Consultants  

Cr RW Marsh 
(Mayor) 

-Full Meeting Mr Matthew Magin (Chief Executive 
Officer) 

-Whole 
Meeting 

Cr RG Fuhrmeister -Full Meeting Mrs Michelle Clarke (Director Finance & 
Corporate Services) 

-Whole 
Meeting 

Cr FM Gaske -Full Meeting Mr Andrew Boardman (Director 
Infrastructure Services) 

-As required 
for IFS 

Cr SC O’Toole -Full Meeting Dr Digby Whyte (Director Community & 
Environmental Services) 

-As required 
for CES 

Cr  RI  Paul -Full Meeting   

Cr SS Scriven -Full Meeting   

Cr ID Todd -Full Meeting   
 

 
 

 
 

4. Leave of Absence  

5. (COM) Confirmation of Minutes of the General Meeting held on 16 May, 2019. 
(COM) Confirmation of Minutes of the Special Meeting held on 13 June, 2019.Confirmation of Minutes 

6. Declaration of Conflicts of Interest 

7. Deputations   

Nil 

8. Councillor Reports 

9. Meeting Business by Corporate Function  

Chief Executive Officer 

Finance & Corporate Services  

Infrastructure Services  

Community & Environmental Services  

10. Confidential Items 

Chief Executive Officer  

Finance & Corporate Services  

Infrastructure Services  

Community & Environmental Services  

11. General Business 

12. Information Reports 

Chief Executive Officer  

Finance & Corporate Services  

Infrastructure Services  

Community & Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: LGAQ Annual Conference 2019 - Call for Motions 

DATE: 24.05.19  

AGENDA REF: CEO1 

AUTHOR: Matthew Magin - Chief Executive Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

LGAQ Annual Conference 2019 - Call for Motions 
 

Background 

The LGAQ is calling for motions for its 123rd Annual Conference.   As in previous years, the agenda will consist 
of two parts. 
 
Part 1:  Review of the Policy Statement 
Part 2:  Motions for Consideration 
 
The LGAQ ask that when Council’s prepare motions they provide background information including all relevant 
facts and figures.  Council should also consider resolutions carried at previous annual conferences on the 
topic and what action resulted.  A Council meeting should endorse motions and submit them to the LGAQ in 
the provided template. 
 
Motions are due to be submitted by Monday 5th August, 2019. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Governance Effective strategic planning and partnerships 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Councillors 
LGAQ 

Legal Implications 

Nil 

Policy Implications 

Attendance at the Conference is consistent with the Councillor Reimbursement of Expenses Policy. 
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Financial and Resource Implications 

Not applicable. 
 

Attachments 

1. 2019 LGAQ Annual Conference Call for Motions.docx ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council consider submitting a motion to the 2019 Conference. 
 
 

 
Matthew Magin 
Chief Executive Officer  
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Click here if you are having trouble viewing this message. 
     

 

Hi Matthew 

2019 Annual Conference motions - start planning 
yours now! 

Now is the time for councils to plan for submitting motions to this year’s LGAQ 
Annual Conference, being held at the Cairns Convention Centre, 14-16 October 
2019. 

Submitting your motion 

  
A council meeting must endorse the motion prior to submitting to the LGAQ. 
  
Following last year's introduction of the online motions system, all motions will need 
to be lodged electronically via LG Online. Submission will be open from Monday, 17 
June 2019 until the deadline Monday, 5 August 2019 to enable finalisation of the 
preliminary agenda prior to the conference. 

Preparing your motion 

  
As in previous years, the Agenda will be in two parts, Part 1: Review of the policy 
statement and Part 2: Motions for consideration. The review of the policy statement 
will take place at the commencement of the conference so that subsequent motions 
can be considered in line with the current Policy Statement. 
  

http://elink.clickdimensions.com/c/4/?T=Mjk1ODI5NjM%3AMDItYjE5MTQxLWE3ZWQ1ZjFjYTk1MDQwZDVhZTc2NTY4Yjk3ZGNlYmEy%3AY2VvQGJhbG9ubmUucWxkLmdvdi5hdQ%3AY29udGFjdC03NmQzY2UwMTY3ZjhlNTExODEyMGM0MzQ2YmFkMTZkYy02YWE4ZWU3ZWFjOGU0NmJiYjE0OTY3MDZlZTJmNjM4NQ%3AZmFsc2U%3AMA%3A%3AaHR0cDovL2VsaW5rLmNsaWNrZGltZW5zaW9ucy5jb20vbS8xLzI5NTgyOTYzLzAyLWIxOTE0MS1hN2VkNWYxY2E5NTA0MGQ1YWU3NjU2OGI5N2RjZWJhMi8xLzIxMy9kMDljN2U2ZS0zZWUwLTRhMGEtYjE3My1jY2ViMzBiNzQ3OTA_X2NsZGVlPVkyVnZRR0poYkc5dWJtVXVjV3hrTG1kdmRpNWhkUSUzZCUzZCZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1jb250YWN0LTc2ZDNjZTAxNjdmOGU1MTE4MTIwYzQzNDZiYWQxNmRjLTZhYThlZTdlYWM4ZTQ2YmJiMTQ5NjcwNmVlMmY2Mzg1JmVzaWQ9N2YxZWZmYzctNjQ3Yi1lOTExLWE5NzUtMDAwZDNhZTBmNDEz&K=d2Y5Ge_ZRzU_iRjrwIiuHA
http://elink.clickdimensions.com/c/4/?T=Mjk1ODI5NjM%3AMDItYjE5MTQxLWE3ZWQ1ZjFjYTk1MDQwZDVhZTc2NTY4Yjk3ZGNlYmEy%3AY2VvQGJhbG9ubmUucWxkLmdvdi5hdQ%3AY29udGFjdC03NmQzY2UwMTY3ZjhlNTExODEyMGM0MzQ2YmFkMTZkYy02YWE4ZWU3ZWFjOGU0NmJiYjE0OTY3MDZlZTJmNjM4NQ%3AZmFsc2U%3AMQ%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubGdhcS5hc24uYXUvZG9jdW1lbnRzLzEwNzQxLzAvMjAxOCUyMExHQVElMjBQb2xpY3klMjBTdGF0ZW1lbnQucGRmP19jbGRlZT1ZMlZ2UUdKaGJHOXVibVV1Y1d4a0xtZHZkaTVoZFElM2QlM2QmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC03NmQzY2UwMTY3ZjhlNTExODEyMGM0MzQ2YmFkMTZkYy02YWE4ZWU3ZWFjOGU0NmJiYjE0OTY3MDZlZTJmNjM4NSZlc2lkPTdmMWVmZmM3LTY0N2ItZTkxMS1hOTc1LTAwMGQzYWUwZjQxMw&K=fCkQplvQ5UgdgEUgKb0yoQ
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The structure in which to submit your motion is: 

 Date of council resolution 

 Resolution number 

 Motion 

 Background 

 Desired outcome 

Please bear in mind the five ‘SMART’ principles in policy development: 

 Be Specific (be clear in your desired outcome, with your audience in mind i.e. 
state or federal government); 

 Consider Measurables; 

 Is it Achievable; 

 Is it Realistic; 

 Is it Timely. 

When preparing motions and background information for either Part 1 or Part 2, 
please give particular attention to all relevant facts and where appropriate, figures. 
  

Background information 

  
You should also consider previous resolutions, replies to resolutions and actions 
resulting from resolutions regarding your topic. This information is regularly 
updated and provided on the searchable LG Online motions database. 

Search the LG Online motions database  

 

Last year's motions outcomes are also available in PDF format.  

 

Contact us 

http://elink.clickdimensions.com/c/4/?T=Mjk1ODI5NjM%3AMDItYjE5MTQxLWE3ZWQ1ZjFjYTk1MDQwZDVhZTc2NTY4Yjk3ZGNlYmEy%3AY2VvQGJhbG9ubmUucWxkLmdvdi5hdQ%3AY29udGFjdC03NmQzY2UwMTY3ZjhlNTExODEyMGM0MzQ2YmFkMTZkYy02YWE4ZWU3ZWFjOGU0NmJiYjE0OTY3MDZlZTJmNjM4NQ%3AZmFsc2U%3AMg%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubGdhcS5hc24uYXUvZ3JvdXAvZ3Vlc3QvbW90aW9ucy1kYXRhYmFzZT9fY2xkZWU9WTJWdlFHSmhiRzl1Ym1VdWNXeGtMbWR2ZGk1aGRRJTNkJTNkJnJlY2lwaWVudGlkPWNvbnRhY3QtNzZkM2NlMDE2N2Y4ZTUxMTgxMjBjNDM0NmJhZDE2ZGMtNmFhOGVlN2VhYzhlNDZiYmIxNDk2NzA2ZWUyZjYzODUmZXNpZD03ZjFlZmZjNy02NDdiLWU5MTEtYTk3NS0wMDBkM2FlMGY0MTM&K=WgbzL2qtT3-Aq7LpNT1n8w
http://elink.clickdimensions.com/c/4/?T=Mjk1ODI5NjM%3AMDItYjE5MTQxLWE3ZWQ1ZjFjYTk1MDQwZDVhZTc2NTY4Yjk3ZGNlYmEy%3AY2VvQGJhbG9ubmUucWxkLmdvdi5hdQ%3AY29udGFjdC03NmQzY2UwMTY3ZjhlNTExODEyMGM0MzQ2YmFkMTZkYy02YWE4ZWU3ZWFjOGU0NmJiYjE0OTY3MDZlZTJmNjM4NQ%3AZmFsc2U%3AMw%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubGdhcS5hc24uYXUvZ3JvdXAvZ3Vlc3QvbW90aW9ucy1kYXRhYmFzZT9fY2xkZWU9WTJWdlFHSmhiRzl1Ym1VdWNXeGtMbWR2ZGk1aGRRJTNkJTNkJnJlY2lwaWVudGlkPWNvbnRhY3QtNzZkM2NlMDE2N2Y4ZTUxMTgxMjBjNDM0NmJhZDE2ZGMtNmFhOGVlN2VhYzhlNDZiYmIxNDk2NzA2ZWUyZjYzODUmZXNpZD03ZjFlZmZjNy02NDdiLWU5MTEtYTk3NS0wMDBkM2FlMGY0MTM&K=nHZX6QWD48uWhX1NYWOp2g
http://elink.clickdimensions.com/c/4/?T=Mjk1ODI5NjM%3AMDItYjE5MTQxLWE3ZWQ1ZjFjYTk1MDQwZDVhZTc2NTY4Yjk3ZGNlYmEy%3AY2VvQGJhbG9ubmUucWxkLmdvdi5hdQ%3AY29udGFjdC03NmQzY2UwMTY3ZjhlNTExODEyMGM0MzQ2YmFkMTZkYy02YWE4ZWU3ZWFjOGU0NmJiYjE0OTY3MDZlZTJmNjM4NQ%3AZmFsc2U%3ANQ%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubGdhcS5hc24uYXUvYW5udWFsLWNvbmZlcmVuY2U_X2NsZGVlPVkyVnZRR0poYkc5dWJtVXVjV3hrTG1kdmRpNWhkUSUzZCUzZCZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1jb250YWN0LTc2ZDNjZTAxNjdmOGU1MTE4MTIwYzQzNDZiYWQxNmRjLTZhYThlZTdlYWM4ZTQ2YmJiMTQ5NjcwNmVlMmY2Mzg1JmVzaWQ9N2YxZWZmYzctNjQ3Yi1lOTExLWE5NzUtMDAwZDNhZTBmNDEz&K=_FJw9w0JM0O8rX2zMWR_3Q
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Please contact Grace McSorley or call 1300 542 700 should you have any questions 
or require further information. 

   

  

 

mailto:grace_mcsorley@lgaq.asn.au
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: LGAQ 2019 Annual Conference - Call for Attendees 

DATE: 24.05.19  

AGENDA REF: CEO2 

AUTHOR: Matthew Magin - Chief Executive Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

Annual Conference of the LGAQ to be held in Cairns 14-16 October 2019. 
 

Background 

It is at the LGAQ Annual Conference that all Queensland Councils come together once a year to debate 
issues of importance to local communities.  It is the signature and largest yearly event – bringing together 
Federal, State and Local Government, external stakeholders and media.  Additionally, a significant contingent 
of industry suppliers comprise a large trade exhibition to show-office their latest offerings to the sector’s 
leaders from across the state. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Governance Effective strategic planning and partnerships 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Mayor 

Legal Implications 

Nil 

Policy Implications 

Nil 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Last year registration fees were  $5,640.00 and 
Accommodation   $3,870.57 
Plus travel 
 

Attachments 

Nil  
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Recommendation/s 

 
That Council nominate Councillors to attend Annual Conference. 
 
 

 
Matthew Magin 
Chief Executive Officer  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Mobile Blackspot Update Report 

DATE: 10.06.19  

AGENDA REF: CEO3 

AUTHOR: Kerryn Suttor - Project Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

Mobile Blackspot Update Report 
 

Background 

The Federal Government Mobile Blackspot Program Round 5 closes on 26 July. This round is a Telco round 
and local governments are encouraged to contact the mobile network operators and state and local 
government authorities to make their needs known. There are 29 registered Blackspots in the Balonne Shire. 
Refer to the attachment for the full report. 
At an ICT meeting held on 17 July 2019 Cr Marsh moved and Cr Todd seconded that Council endorse the 
mobile black spot areas, below, nominated by the ICT Steering Committee to be considered for Mobile 
Blackspot funding under Round 4.  
1. QLD 1479 
2. QLD 0194 
3. QLD 0100 
4. QLD 0980 
5. QLD 0992 
Note: that Round 4 was not a Telco round (Round 4 was only a nomination round) and it is Round 5 that is a 
Telco round whereby Telcos put forward blackspots for funding. Therefore, post the Round 4 nominations 
round, Council can now liaise with a telco regarding inclusion of Balonne blackspots in Round 5. 

Outcome of Discussion with Telstra 

Correspondence with Shannon Voyce of Telstra on 5 June 2019 indicated that the following blackspots would 
be considered eligible and feasible for consideration, by Telstra, in the upcoming Round 5. 

1. QLD 0194 
2. QLD 0980 
3. QLD 1479 

These blackspot locations align to Telstra’s list of 15 Project for Balonne as per below: 

 Extend 3G and 4G coverage along the road between Dirranbandi and Hebel (QLD-0194) 

 Extend 3G and 4G coverage along the road between Dirranbandi and Bollon (QLD-0980) 

 Extend additional 3G and 4G coverage along the Moonie Highway between St George and Westmar 
(QLD-1479) 
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Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Infrastructure and Planning Digital connectivity for business and industry growth and social 
connectedness 

Consultation (internal/external) 

ICT Committee and Telstra  

Legal Implications 

Contractual arrangement should a Balonne blackspot be successful in Round 5. 

Policy Implications 

Aligns to Corporate Plan (Economy)  

Financial and Resource Implications 

 Funded by Federal Government 

 Internal resources include Officer and SLG time spent in research and liaison 

 Internal resources include CEO and Councillor time to review and correspondence, phone calls or 
follow up with politicians. 
 

 

Attachments 

1. Blackspot Update Report 7 June 2019 ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

That Council ratifies the three (3) black spots, QLD 1479, QLD 0194 and QLD 0980, assessed by Telstra as 
feasible for inclusion in Round 5, and, that Council agrees to lobby local and federal members for inclusion of 
these three blackspots in Round 5 Blackspot Program. 
 

 
Matthew Magin 
Chief Executive Officer  
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(FCS) FINANCE AND CORPORATE SERVICES 
ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

FCS1 ENTERTAINMENT AND 
HOSPITALITY POLICY 

Entertainment and Hospitality – Amended.  19 

FCS2 MONTHLY FINANCE 
REPORT MAY 2019 

Monthly Finance Report May 2019 26 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Entertainment and Hospitality Policy 

DATE: 08.06.19  

AGENDA REF: FCS1 

AUTHOR: Aishwarya Anand - Procurement Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

Entertainment and Hospitality – Amended.  
 

Background 

 
Council last updated the Entertainment & Hospitality Policy on 21st July 2006 and has now revised the Policy. 

This policy regulates and controls the expenditure for entertainment and hospitality incurred by Council from 

time to time. The amended policy has been attached for Council’s adoption and will supersede the July 2006 

version. All references to the previous legislation has been updated with the Local Government Regulation, 

2012.  The next step in the process will be to ensure that the policy is communicated and understood by all 

staff.  

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Governance Effective investment programs and innovative finance approaches 

Consultation (internal/external) 

The Chief Executive Officer  
Directors  
Manager of Finance Services  

Legal Implications 

Local Government Act, 2009 and Section 196 of the Local Regulation 2012 are adequately reflected in the 
policy.  

Policy Implications 

Council will be responsible for any over-utilisation of funds and that are not in accordance to the legislative 
requirements by its staff.   
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Financial and Resource Implications 

The Policy provides guidance to Council and its staff in taking responsibility for any expenditure incurred for 
official purposes and ensure that it is done in public interest.  

 
 

Attachments 

1. Balonne Shire Council Entertainment and Hospitality .pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council: 

1. Rescind the 21st July 2006 version of its Entertainment and Hospitality Policy; and 
2. Adopt the revised Entertainment and Hospitality Policy as Attached. 

 
 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Finance Report May 2019 

DATE: 08.06.19  

AGENDA REF: FCS2 

AUTHOR: Tracey Lee - Manager Finance Services  
  

 

Executive Summary 

Monthly Finance Report May 2019 
 

 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Governance Financial management for long-term sustainability 

 
 

Attachments 

1. Monthly Finance Report - May 2019.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That the monthly Financial Management Report for the period ending 30 May 2019, as tabled, be received and 
noted. 
 
 

Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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(IFS) INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 
ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

    

 



 

 
 

Page 38 of 445 20 June 2019 
 

(CES) COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

CES1 RL 101 - APPLICATION 
FOR RECONFIGURATION 
OF A LOT - 1 TO 2 LOT 
SUBDIVISION - 50 
THURAGGI ROAD, ST 
GEORGE AFFECTING 
LAND DESCRIBED AS LOT 
73 ON SP141391 

Council has received a development application from the 
owners, David Purcell and Panorea Margaritis for 
Reconfiguration of a Lot specifically a 1 to 2 lot subdivision 
located at 50 Thuraggi  Road, St George described as Lot 73 
on SP141391.  

40 

CES2 6-8 CHURCH STREET, 
DIRRANBANDI - REQUEST 
TO WAIVE DEVELOPMENT 
AND BUILDING 
APPLICATION FEES 

The purpose of this report is for Council to consider the full 
waiver of development and building application fees for 
retrospective approvals to be sought for Industry (Workshop) use 
within an existing shed located at 6-8 Church Street, 
Dirranbandi.  

71 

CES3 CHANGE APPLICATION TO 
MCU 145 - DEVELOPMENT 
APPROVAL FOR 
MATERIAL CHANGE OF 
USE - EXPANSION TO 
EXISTING INDUSTRY 
DEPOT AND USE FOR A 
STEEL FABICATION AND 
SALES PREMISES AT 53-
63 ARTHUR STREET QLD 
4487 DESCRIBED AS LOT 9 
ON RP800262 

Council has received a change application from the landowner 
Scott Sam Scriven, for a Development Permit (MCU 145) 
Material Change of Use – expansion to existing industry depot 
and use for a steel fabrication and sales premises located at 53-
63 Arthur Street, St George affecting land described as Lot 9 on 
RP800262.  

81 

CES4 BUILDING WORKS 
ASSESSABLE AGAINST 
THE PLANINNG SCHEME - 
9-11 HOCKING STREET, 
NINDIGULLY BEING LOT 
203 ON N5631 

The purpose of this report is for Council to consider a variation to 
the setback requirement of Acceptable Solution 36.1 contained 
within the Rural Zone Code of the Balonne Shire Council 
Planning Scheme 2006 (as Amended July 2014) for a proposed 
residential shed at 9-11 Hocking Street, Nindigully being Lot 203 
on N5631.  

117 

CES5 COMMUNITY DONATIONS, 
SPONSORSHIP AND 
GRANTS PROGRAM 

Sponsorship request from St George Pony Club for their St 
George Pony Camp July 2019 

131 

CES6 COMMUNITY EVENTS 
PROGRAM - BALONNE 
COMMUNITIES NAIDOC 
WEEK CELEBRATIONS 
2019 

Request from St George Aboriginal Housing Company Ltd for 
$3,000 sponsorship, from Council’s Community Events program, 
for the Balonne Communities NAIDOC Week Celebrations 2019.  

138 

CES7 COMMUNITY EVENTS - 
NINDIGULLY LANDCARE 
GROUP INC 

Request from Nindigully Landcare group for $3,000, from the 
Community Events program, to host a Focus of Food and Fibre 
Conference for Balonne Shire’s agricultural industry.  

147 

CES8 ADOPTION OF THE 
UPDATED COMMUNITY 
GRANTS AND 
ASSISTANCE POLICY 

This report details the review and update of Council’s current 
Community Donations, Sponsorship and Grants program 

155 
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CES9 FEE WAIVER REQUEST - 
BALONNE RIVER 
CUTTERS 

Request from Balonne River Cutters to waive the $1,000 hire fee 
for the use of the St George Showgrounds for a week-long event 
in July 2019.  

172 

CES10 ST GEORGE LIBRARY-HUB The overall brief for this project was to analyse the possible 
redevelopment of the St George Library to create a vibrant “hub”, 
both redefining and improving the current library service, to offer 
a greater depth of programs and activities with an added focus of 
a business and learning hub housed within a library service.  An 
additional goal of the project was to create a vibrant Victoria 
Street precinct, improving both the functionality of the spaces 
and creating street appeal in the current central location.  

176 

CES11 ADOPTION OF THE 
BALONNE SHIRE WILD 
DOG SCALPS - BOUNTY 
AND RETAINER POLICY 

From the Project Support Officer reporting on the adoption of a 
Policy to ensure compliance and effective management of the 
Wild Dog Scalps – Bounty and Retainer within the Balonne 
Shire.  

200 

CES12 WASH DOWN BAY To support the Draft Biosecurity Plan and respond to the 
Biosecurity Act 2014 and Regulations through a vehicle wash-
down facility to reduce weed seed spread and that pose financial 
and environmental threats to Balonne Shire’s agricultural 
industry.  

208 

CES13 SONGS TO DIE FOR OQ (Opera Queensland) propose to hold an opera event in 
partnership with Council in St George on Thursday September 
5th 2019 as part of their regional tour.   

210 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: 
RL 101 - Application for Reconfiguration of a Lot - 1 to 2 Lot Subdivision - 50 
Thuraggi Road, St George affecting land described as Lot 73 on SP141391 

DATE: 12.06.19  

AGENDA REF: CES1 

AUTHOR: Fiona Macleod - Planning & Development Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

Council has received a development application from the owners, David Purcell and Panorea Margaritis for 
Reconfiguration of a Lot specifically a 1 to 2 lot subdivision located at 50 Thuraggi  Road, St George 
described as Lot 73 on SP141391.  
 

Background 

Applicant: David Purcell & Panorea Margaritis 

Owner Of Land: Panorea S Margaritis & David W Purcell 

Land description  & Area: Lot 73 on SP141391 (1.587 hectares)   

Zone / Precinct :  Town Zone – Industrial Precinct 

Local Government Overlay: Nil 

Proposal:  Reconfiguration of a Lot – 1 to 2 Lot Subdivision 

Proposal Assessment category:  Code  Assessment 

Referral / Concurrency Agencies: Nil 

Properly made date:  24th April 2019 

PROPOSAL  
The proposal seeks to subdivide the property located at 50 Thuraggi Road, St George into 2 lots. Specifically, 
the lot that is proposed to be subdivided is Lot 73 on SP141391. 

The area of the proposed 2 allotments will be the following sizes; 

 Lot 1: 10,747 square metres 

 Lot 2: 4,668 square metres 

The existing lot affected by the proposal currently operates as an industrial land use with motel (backpacker’s 
accommodation) and a single detached caretaker’s residence all of which front and have access from 
Thuraggi Road. The remainder of the land parcel is vacant which fronts and can be accessed from Thuraggi 
Road (see attachment 1 and figure 1 for aerial view of site).   

It is considered that the land use of the additional lot to be created, which is of similar scale to the surrounding 
area, would be most appropriately used for industrial purposes given the zoning of the land however, given the 
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current condition of the land, being vacant, should any land uses be proposed in the future a further 
development application for the use would likely be required. It is noted that the existing land uses on the 
property for ‘industrial and commercial purposes’ are assessable development under the current Balonne 
Shire Council Planning Scheme 2006 within the Town Zone – Industrial Precinct. The following approvals have 
been obtained over the subject land and are therefore lawful existing uses; 

- Development Approval for a Material Change of Use – Skin and Carcass Buying Depot 
- MCU88 Development Approval for a Material Change of Use – Motel (Backpackers Accommodation) 

 
Figure 1 – Proposed 1 to 2 Lot subdivision at 50 Thuraggi Road, St George – Lot 73 on SP141391 

 
The Planning Act 2016 (PA) Schedule 2 – Dictionary, defines reconfiguring a lot as creating lots by subdividing 
another lot and the definition of development includes reconfiguring a lot. The proposal is therefore assessed 
against the provisions of the Balonne Shire Planning Scheme 2006 – as amended July 2014 (planning 
scheme) and may be conditioned to meet the requirements of the scheme. 

ASSESSMENT 

The application is subject to Code Assessment and therefore requires assessment against the applicable 
codes to which the application relates within Balonne Shire Planning Scheme. The following is an assessment 
of the proposal’s compliance with the Reconfiguring a Lot Code of the current scheme. 
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State Planning Policy 
Under SPA s 313 Council must consider code assessable development applications against the State 
Planning Policies.  
 
The State Planning Policy (SPP) – July 2017 presents State interests in five themes, of which none can be 
applied directly to this application given the nature of the proposal does not trigger any state assessment 
benchmarks.  
 
Balonne Shire Council Planning Scheme 2006 
Town Zone Code  
The proposal meets the overall outcomes for the Town Zone. Importantly, the proposal will not result in any 
conflict between adjoining land uses as the existing use onsite will be retained and the proposal only provides 
for the subdivision, no development (i.e. material change of use, operational works, building work) is included. 
The subdivision proposal has considered the setback requirements for existing structures on the property in 
the plan. The proposed allotments sizes are generally consistent with the surrounding character of the 
Industrial Precinct. 
 
Reconfiguring a Lot Code 
It is considered that the proposed 1 to 2 lot subdivision adheres to the core strategic principals of the 
Reconfiguring a Lot Code. Specifically, the proposed lot location, size and design generally accords with the 
character of the Industrial Precinct to which the subject land is located. The location of the subject site within 
St George Township ensures accessibility with infrastructure connection capability and provides the potential 
for further industrial development. Given the location of the subdivision within the town, there is no 
environmentally significant area that will be impacted on by the reconfiguration nor will the development cause 
fragmentation or conflict between existing land uses operating in the surrounding area.  
 
With respect to Infrastructure matters the application has been referred to Council’s infrastructure department 
who have cited no concerns to the subdivision subject to conditions pertaining to the proposed access point, 
connection to the towns reticulated water supply requiring a non-standard connection given location on the line 
and provision of onsite sewerage septic systems. No infrastructure is proposed as part of the subdivision 
except for the purposes of creating a new access point for the newly created vacant allotment (Lot 2). The 
existing land uses on the property which is to become a separate lot already has an access point from 
Thuraggi Road. With respect to water, sewerage and electricity matters the existing uses on Lot 1 are already 
connected to these services. The other proposed Lot 2 is vacant land and therefore does not at this point in 
time propose any development however, infrastructure connections have been considered and further detail is 
provided in the assessment below.  
 
The proposed development is considered to be consistent with the Overall Outcomes sought for development 
in the Reconfiguration of a Lot Code. 
 
The proposed development is also considered to comply with the applicable requirements of the 
Reconfiguration of a Lot Code. The following assessment outlines the proposal’s compliance with the 
Reconfiguration of a Lot Code in the instances where performance criteria are considered appropriate. 
 
Minimum Lot Size  
 
Performance Criterion 4 – Industrial Precinct – Minimum Lot Size 
Lots within the Industrial Precinct are of sufficient size to accommodate industrial uses, consistent with the 
local character. 
 
The proposed 1 to 2 lot subdivision is to result in the following lot sizes;  



 

 

CES1 
 

Page 43 of 445 20 June 2019 

 

 Lot 1 = 10,747 square metres  

 Lot 2 = 4,668 square metres  
 
Under the current Balonne Shire Council Planning Scheme 2006 (as Amended July 2014) the minimum lot 
size stipulated for lots in the Town Zone – Industrial Precinct is 600sqm when in a reticulated sewerage area 
or 4000sqm where not in a reticulated sewerage area and a minimum width to depth ratio of 1:5. Council’s 
Infrastructure Department confirmed that sewerage is not currently available for these lots and therefore the 
minimum lot size requirement is 4000sqm. Given the proposed lot configuration and area (stated above) the 
minimum lot size requirement is met. Furthermore, the configuration is generally consistent with the character 
of lots in the surrounding area.  
 
For Town and Rural Zones  
 
Performance Criterion 8 – Layout and Design  
The reconfiguration of lots: 
(a) ensures safe and liveable communities; 
(b) ensures safe and legible vehicle and pedestrian movement areas and roads; 
(c) integrates with adjoining land; and  
(d) ensures and protects environmental values, significant features, open space areas and areas of high 
conservation or landscape value. 

The proposed 1 to 2 lot subdivision is considered to continue to provide safe vehicle movement along 
Thuraggi Road. The existing access point to Lot 1 and proposed access point for Lot 2 are located sufficient 
distance from any road intersections so as to not cause traffic safety issues and given road alignment 
sightlines are maintained. Importantly, given the current and continuing use of the land on Lot 1 for industrial, 
motel (backpackers accommodation) and caretakers residence purposes and proposed Lot 2 to be vacant with 
further development approval for land uses, is it unlikely that there will be increased pedestrian / vehicle 
movement beyond existing conditions to and from the site impacting on Thuraggi Road as a result of the 
subdivision. The proposed subdivision continues to integrate with adjoining and surrounding land in that the 
use will continue to be for primarily industrial purposes and the size of the newly created allotments generally 
align with the area. Environmental values namely the existing vegetation onsite will remain unaffected by the 
subdivision as no clearing is proposed.  
 
Performance Criterion 12 – Electricity 
Each lot is provided with an adequate supply of electricity. 
 
Given the existing conditions of the property, namely Lot 1 having an industrial activity, motel (backpacker’s 
accommodation) and caretaker’s residence onsite, there is an existing supply of electricity. Additionally, given 
the location of the lots within St George Township it is considered that future connections could be readily be 
made available (at a cost) to the proposed vacant lot (Lot 2) should development occur in the future on this lot. 
It is noted that while Lot 2 does not have electricity supply connected, given no development is to occur at this 
time it would be onerous to impose that the newly created lot has supply given it is unknown what the use will 
be in the future.  
 
However, it is recommended that a condition be imposed on any approval issued that prior to the signing of 
the survey plan, a certificate must be obtained from the electricity provider agency stating connections can be 
made available to the vacant Lot 2.   
 
Performance Criterion 14 – Water Supply  
Each lot has an adequate volume and supply of water, which is also adequate for firefighting purposes.  
 



 

 

CES1 
 

Page 44 of 445 20 June 2019 

 

Given the existing conditions of the property, namely Lot 1 having an industrial activity, motel (backpacker’s 
accommodation) and caretaker’s residence onsite, there is an existing supply of water. Additionally, given the 
location of the lots within St George Township it is considered that future connections could be made available 
(at a cost) to the proposed vacant lot (2) should development occur on it in the future. 
 
The application was referred to Council’s Water and Sewerage Engineer, Peter Willey who stated the following 
regarding water connections; 
 
“The newly created lot falls within the existing river and bore water service area. Given the proximity of the new 
lot in relation to existing infrastructure, and the being on the extremity of the reticulation network, a standard 
connection is unlikely to provide adequate pressure and flow. As there is no fee for a non-standard connection, 
any connections requested to the new lots would be at actual cost, and borne by the applicant.” 
 
On the basis of the above, it is considered that the new allotment (Lot 2) is able to connect to Council’s 
reticulated water system. Accordingly, it is recommended that a condition be imposed on any approval issued 
stating that Lot 2 is connected to Council’s reticulated water supply system in accordance with Schedule 4: 
“Standards for Water Supply”. 
 
However, it has been identified that the standard connection is unlikely to provide adequate pressure and flow 
and therefore a non-standard connection will be required with actual costs to be borne by the applicant. 
Accordingly the applicant has been advised of this and furthermore a note is to be included on any permit that 
issues informing of this connection and that prior to applying for connection contact is made with Council’s 
Infrastructure Department. 
 
Performance Criterion 15 – Effluent Disposal  
Each lot provides for the treatment and disposal of effluent and other waste water to ensure the protection of 
public health and environmental values.  
 
Given the existing conditions of the property, namely Lot 1 having an industrial use, motel (backpackers 
accommodation) and caretaker’s residence onsite, there is an existing onsite septic system. 
 
The application was referred to Council’s Water and Sewerage Engineer, Peter Willey who stated the following 
regarding sewerage connections; 
 
“Sewerage is not currently available for proposed Lot 2”. 
 
Accordingly, a condition is proposed on the approval that newly created vacant Lot 2 would be required to 
have an on-site sewerage disposal system to the standards described in Schedule 5: “Standards for Sewerage 
Supply” in the Balonne Shire Planning Scheme. 
 
Performance Criteria 16 – Stormwater  
Stormwater is collected and discharged so as to: 
(a) Protect the stability of buildings or use of adjacent land; and  
(b) Protect and maintain environmental values. 
(c) To ensure that safety and efficiency on the state-controlled roads is not compromised.  
 
It is considered that given that the subdivision proposes no new buildings or operational works on the lots that 
the existing stormwater discharge will not be altered. Accordingly, no condition has been enforced on the 
approval as it is considered that the existing circumstances are to continue with respect to stormwater 
drainage. 
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Performance Criterion 17 – Vehicle Access  
Vehicle access is provided to each lot to ensure safe and functional operation for motorists and pedestrians.  
 
With respect to accessing the newly formed lots on the property, the existing access point to the industry use, 
motel (backpacker’s accommodation) and house block (Lot 1) fronting Thuraggi Road is considered to satisfy 
the requirement. The other lot proposed (Lot 2) is proposing a new single vehicle access point, which will be 
along the lots frontage with Thuraggi Road. The application has been referred to Council’s Infrastructure 
Department who has cited no concerns with the proposed access points for Lot 2 subject to the following 
condition; 
 
 “The developer is required to meet the full cost of construction of the Private Property Entrance for proposed 
Lot 2. The entrance is required to be constructed at minimum to an all-weather standard with gravel surfacing 
installed as to not hinder existing drainage flows along Thuraggi Road.”  
 
Accordingly, this condition will be included on any permit that issues for the subdivision regarding construction 
of access as well as a condition requiring that the proposed access point to Lot 2 from Thuraggi Road is 
constructed in accordance with the standards identified in Schedule 2: “Standards for Roads, Car Parking, 
Access and Manoeuvring Areas” in the Balonne Shire Council Planning Scheme”. 
 
State Assessment – Referral Agencies  
Pursuant to Schedule 7, Table 2 of the Sustainable Planning Regulation 2009, the application was not 
required to be referred to any external referral agencies.  

Link to Corporate Plan 

Function Key Program Area 

Infrastructure and Planning Sustainable planning and development 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Water and Sewerage Engineer – Peter Willey  
Manager Roads and Drainage – Andrew Boardman 
Environmental Health Officer – Dianne Francisco  

Legal Implications 

The Planning Act 2016 and Council’s planning scheme apply.  

Policy Implications 

Council’s planning policies apply. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Nil 
 

Attachments 

1. Attachment 1 - RL 101 Development Application Documents.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s That: 

1. Council receives this report. 
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2. Council approves the development application for RL 101 - Application for Reconfiguration of a Lot - 1 
to 2 Lot Subdivision - 50 Thuraggi Road, St George affecting land described as Lot 73 on SP141391 
subject to the permit conditions listed below; 

 
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT CONDITIONS   
 

3. Compliance with the facts and circumstances set out in the application and all Council By-laws being 
adhered to and generally in accordance with the approved plan (except where varied by conditions of 
approval).  
 

4. All outstanding rates and charges shall be paid prior to the submission to Council of the Plan of 
Survey.  
 

5. Comply with all conditions of this approval prior to submitting the Plan of Subdivision to Council for 
endorsement unless otherwise agreed in writing by Council.  
 

6. Maintain the approved development being Reconfiguring a Lot – 1 to 2 Lot Subdivision in accordance 
with the approved plan:  

 

Plan/Document Name Date  

Proposed Lot Layout Conditions 24.04.19 

 
Engineering  
 

7. Prior to the signing of the Survey Plan Subdivision, certificate(s) must be obtained from a provider 
agency and presented to Council stating that electricity supply network connections can be made to 
proposed allotments (Lot 2) and that adequate electricity supplies are available or can be made 
available. 
  

8. Prior to the signing of the Survey Plan Subdivision, Lot 2 is connected to Council’s reticulated water 
supply system in accordance with Schedule 4: “Standards for Water Supply”. 
 

9. Lot 2 is provided with an on-site sewerage disposal system to the standards described in Schedule 5: 
“Standards for Sewerage Supply” in the Balonne Shire Planning Scheme.  
 

10. Where deemed necessary by Council, the relocation of services within the subject land shall be 
undertaken by the developer at no cost to Council. 
 

11. Any infrastructure connections/upgrades and associated costs required to the proposed lot/s shall be 
borne by the developer at no cost to Council. 
 
 

Access 
 

12. Access point to newly created Lot 2 off Thuraggi Road is constructed in accordance with the 
standards identified in Schedule 2: “Standards for Roads, Car Parking, Access and Manoeuvring 
Areas” in the Balonne Shire Council Planning Scheme. 

 
13. The developer shall be responsible for the construction and maintenance of vehicle crossovers from 

the road carriageway to the property boundary and for obtaining any approvals that may be required, 
and for complying with the applicable designs and standards. 
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14. Vehicle crossover to newly created Lot 2 must not be higher than the existing table drain at the invert. 

The crossover must be at a minimum all weather gravel with a minimum pavement depth of 300 mm 
between the property boundary and the road carriageway. 
 

NOTES: 
 

 Nothing in this permit hereby issued approves the clearing of native vegetation.  
 

 This permit does not constitute any authority to carry out any building work, operational work or a 
different use to what is currently established unless all relevant permits are obtained.  

 

 This development approval does not authorise any activity that may harm Aboriginal cultural heritage. 
Under the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Act 2003 you have a duty of care in relation to such heritage. 
Section 23(1) provides that ‘A person who carries out an activity must take all reasonable and 
practicable measures to ensure the activity does not harm Aboriginal cultural heritage. It may therefore 
be prudent for you to carry out searches, consultation, or a cultural heritage assessment to ascertain 
in the presence or otherwise of Aboriginal cultural heritage. Further information on cultural heritage 
responsibilities of developers can be obtained from the Department of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Partnerships.  

 

 Given the proximity of new Lot 2 in relation to existing infrastructure, and being on the extremity of the 
reticulation network, a standard connection is unlikely to provide adequate pressure and flow. 
Accordingly, the newly created lot will likely require a non-standard connection and/or infrastructure 
upgrade. As Council currently does not provide a fee for a non-standard connection, any connections 
requested to the new lot would be at actual cost, and borne by the applicant. For further information 
regarding water connection requirements it is advised contact be made with Council’s Infrastructure 
Department on 07 4620 8888. 

 

 Prior to any future infrastructure works occurring Council’s Infrastructure Department should be 
consulted to discuss Council’s requirements. 

 
 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: 
6-8 Church Street, Dirranbandi - Request to waive Development and Building 
Application fees 

DATE: 12.06.19  

AGENDA REF: CES2 

AUTHOR: Fiona Macleod - Planning & Development Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

The purpose of this report is for Council to consider the full waiver of development and building application 
fees for retrospective approvals to be sought for Industry (Workshop) use within an existing shed located at 6-
8 Church Street, Dirranbandi. 
 

Background 

On 21st May 2019 Council’s Planning and Development Officer, Fiona Macleod received email 
correspondence from Dave Vaughan the owner of 6-8 Church Street, Dirranbandi requesting a full waiver of 
development and building work application fees incurred to retrospectively approve an existing Industry 
(workshop) use occurring within a shed on the property at 6-8 Church Street, Dirranbandi (see Attachment 1).  
 
During investigation of a recent noise and heavy vehicle movement complaint made verbally to Council, it was 
uncovered that the permitted use for the premises was for a Residential Shed over 80 square metres in area. 
Both a Development Permit (MCU 75 issued on 23rd November 2009) and Building Works Permit (BA 4721 
issued on 10th December 2009) were obtained for the construction and use of the shed (see Attachment 2 
and 3).  
 
However, the permitted use of the shed and classification under the approvals issued is currently for 
‘Residential’ purposes. Mr Vaughan has been utilising the shed for Industrial (Workshop) purposes since the 
issue of the above approvals as he believed this is what he had originally applied and obtained approval for 
through Council.  
 
The Development Application form that was made to Council was completed by Mr Vaughan with the 
assistance of the Planning Administration Officer of the time and certain sections of the form are not 
completed in Mr Vaughan’s handwriting. Accordingly, it is believed that there has been a misunderstanding 
between the applicant (Mr Vaughan) and Council on what the proposed use of the shed would be. 
 
Provided below is a summary of the Council fees attached to both development and building work approvals 
required to bring into compliance the current operation occurring within the shed. 

 Development (Planning) Application: $3,774 

 Building Works Application: $735 
 
The current fees/charges applied to the above approvals are reasonable for this type of development.  
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However, given that both development and building approvals were applied for and issued and the apparent 
misunderstanding between the applicant and the Council officer assisting the application, it is considered that 
in this instance a fee waiver request is reasonable and can be supported without the outcome of setting a 
precedent for future fee waiver applications.  
 
Importantly, the applicant has been operating a workshop out of the shed for the past 10 years with no 
complaints with the understanding that the assessment and subsequent issued of development and building 
approvals issued covered his intended operation for the premises.  

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Infrastructure and Planning Sustainable planning and development 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Director of Community & Environmental Sustainability – Digby Whyte 
Chief Executive Officer – Matthew Magin 

Legal Implications 

Nil 

Policy Implications 

Nil 

Financial and Resource Implications 

The Development Application Fees taken from Councils Fees and Charges 2018/19 for the retrospective 
approval of Industry (Workshop) use totals $4,509. This accounts for $3,774 for the Development Application 
for Material Change of Use (Industry - Workshop) and $735 for the Building Works Application (Change of 
Classification). It is noted that Council engages a private certifier to assess the building application. 
Accordingly, the application fee is to cover the cost of the private certifiers processing of the application.  
 

Attachments 

1. Attachment 1 - Fee Waiver Request.pdf ⇩  
2. Attachment 2 - MCU 75 Development Approval.pdf ⇩  
3. Attachment 3 - BA 4721 Building Approval.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation 

That Council waive all development and building application fees for retrospective approvals to be sought for 
an Industry (Workshop) use within an existing shed located at 6-8 Church Street, Dirranbandi on the basis that 
there was a misunderstanding of the use originally being applied for. 
 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: 
Change Application to MCU 145 - Development Approval for Material Change of 
Use - expansion to existing industry depot and use for a steel fabication and 
sales premises at 53-63 Arthur Street QLD 4487 described as Lot 9 on RP800262 

DATE: 07.06.19  

AGENDA REF: CES3 

AUTHOR: Fiona Macleod - Planning & Development Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

Council has received a change application from the landowner Scott Sam Scriven, for a Development Permit 
(MCU 145) Material Change of Use – expansion to existing industry depot and use for a steel fabrication and 
sales premises located at 53-63 Arthur Street, St George affecting land described as Lot 9 on RP800262. 
 

Background 

PART 1:   APPLICATION   

Applicant: Scott Sam Scriven 

Owner: Scott S & Melissa E Scriven 

Site Address: 53-63 Arthur Street, St George 

Site Area: 9762 square metres 

Real Property Description: Lot 9 on RP800262 

Proposed Development: Request to Change an Existing Approval for a Material Change of Use 
– Expansion to existing industry depot and use for a steel fabrication 
and sales premises 

Level of Assessment: Minor Change - Code 

Type of Application: Material Change of Use 

Relevant Planning Scheme: Balonne Shire Council Planning Scheme 2006 (as amended July 
2014) 

Zone: Town Zone 

Precinct: Residential Precinct 

Local Government Overlays: Nil 

Pre-lodgement Meeting Yes 

Application Lodgement Date: 03/06/19 

Properly Made Application: Yes Date:  03/06/19 

PART 5:   DECISION  

Start Date: 03/06/19 

Decision Due Date: 28/06/19  
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The subject site, Lot 9 on RP800262, is located at 53-63 Arthur Street, St George.  The property is within the 
Town Zone – Residential Precinct and gains access from both Dyball Street and Thuraggi Road and is 9762 
square metres in area.  No Local Government Overlays impact on the land.   

 
On 21st December 2015, the site obtained a Development Approval (MCU 145) for an Industrial Development 
specifically, an expansion to the existing industry depot and use for a steel fabrication and sales premises.  
 
The site has continued to be used for Industrial purposes since the issue of the Development Approval (MCU 
145).   
 

Overview 
The applicant submitted a change application on 3rd June 2019, which was properly made on this date. The 
change to the current development approval (MCU 145) entails the following; 
 

 Revised location of the proposed expansion namely a stand-alone shed instead of (as currently depicted 
on the plans) a skillion attached to the existing shed. 

 
Accordingly, it is requested that the approval be updated to reflect drawings/plans which include the revised 
location of the stand-alone shed expansion (see Attachment 1 for updated plans). 

Assessment 

ASSESSMENT MATTERS 

Assessment 
Benchmarks 

The proposed development was assessed against the following assessment benchmarks: 

Planning Act 2016 
 Section 81 

Development Assessment Rules 
 Schedule 1 

State Planning Policy 
Balonne Shire Planning Scheme 2006 (as amended July 2014) 

 Town Zone Code 

Reasons for 
Decision 

The development was assessed against all of the assessment benchmarks listed above 
and complies with all of these with the exceptions listed below. 

Assessment Benchmark Reasons for the Approval Despite Non-
compliance with Benchmark 

Development Assessment Rules 

(c) "Dramatically changes the built 
form in terms of scale, bulk and 
appearance." 

While it is recognised that the amendment to the 
plan will change the configuration of built form on 
the property, given the size of the stand-alone 
shed (to be the same as the current designed 
skillion addition) and setbacks on all property 
boundaries either remaining the same or being 
increased, with the exception of the interface 
with 28-32 Dyball Street, the appearance of the 
development will be remain consistent with the 
original approval.  
 
Importantly, appropriate measures to reduce 
visual impact has been considered for the 
expansion by way of landscaping, setbacks off 
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boundaries and importantly the location of the 
stand-alone shed being adjacent to a solid 1.8 
metres minimum screening boundary fence.  
 
On the basis of the above it is considered that 
the revised location of the expansion will not 
create significant changes to the built form on 
the property.  

Balonne Shire Council Planning Scheme 2006 (as Amended July 2014) 

Any conflict with the Scheme as a result of the original application is considered to have 
been resolved as part of the original Development Approval.  No additional areas of non-
compliance occur due to the proposed change. Provided below is relative assessment 
benchmarks which the change has been considered against.  

Town Zone Code – For Non Residential Activities located in the Residential Precinct 

PC 34 Location  

Nonresidential activities are located so 
as: 

(a) Not to impact adversely on the 
residential amenity of the 
residential precinct; 

(b) Not to prejudice the consolidation 
of like nonresidential activities in 
other more appropriate areas; and  

(c) Not prejudice the landscape values 
of the town.   

 

The proposed change to the development 
approval will not create any additional impacts 
given the scale and intensity of activities 
occurring is to remain as per the current 
approval MCU 145. All existing conditions 
attached to the current approval are to remain 
applicable and unaltered as a result of the 
proposed change which specifically incorporates 
landscaping requirements for the property.   

PC 35 Scale  

Nonresidential activities are of an 
appropriate scale to protect the 
residential amenity of the residential 
precinct, and do not prejudice the 
operation and viability of other uses in 
the residential precinct or other 
precincts.  

 

The proposed change does not incorporate an 
increase to scale of the activity approved under 
MCU 145. The change to the expansion being a 
stand-alone shed opposed to a skillion addition 
to the existing shed on the property is to be the 
same height and dimensions as approved. Site 
coverage of built form will remain below 50% of 
the property with setbacks of structures located 
off all property boundaries.  
 
The proposed revised location of the shed 
extension is adjacent to a minimum 1.8 metre 
high screening fence to which will provide a 
barrier and reduce visual bulk from the property.  

 

PC 36 Operation 

Nonresidential activities are operated 
so as to ensure that the activities do 
not impact adversely on residential 
amenity.  

 

The proposed change to the location of the shed 
expansion approved under MCU 145 does not 
include amending any conditions attached to the 
current approval. Importantly, the hours of 
operation condition (11) will remain applicable for 
the use as well at the requirement to comply with 
Environmental legislation pertaining to noise and 
air emissions.  
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Overlays 
The subject property is not subject to any local government overlays.  
 
Submissions  
The original application was subject to Impact Assessment with one (1) properly made submission received. 
Provided in the below table is the submission received and planning response considering the proposed 
change application for relocation of the shed expansion on the property. 
 

Submission Item Planning Officer Response  

Residential Amenity 
“I wish to voice my concerns about the application for 
an industry depot & use for steel fabrication & sales 
premises. I first moved to Dyball St in 1995 and I 
thought that Council after that date decided that all 
the industrial business where to be on the other side 
of Thuraggi Rd, as they are now. I thought it was 
decided through council that when Waters Transport 
ceased business that the shed had to be removed 
and new dirt put back in its place because of 
contamination. I think that the way it should be as 
there are no other industrial businesses on this side 
of Arthur Street, and do the people who live close 
want to hear all the noise from cutting steel and see 
the welding flashes all day long, especially if they 
have children or grandkids over. I know I wouldn’t.” 
 

While it is noted that the general character of the 
surrounding area are primarily residential land uses, 
under the current planning scheme, Industrial 
Activities are not a prohibited development and can 
be considered. Importantly, the subject property is 
located on the border of the residential and industrial 
zone with appropriate buffers from all boundaries by 
way of roads directly interfacing three boundaries 
(being Thuraggi Road, Dyball Street and Church 
Street) and the interface with vacant property 28-32 
Dyball Street having a solid 1.8 metre high privacy 
fence.   
 
To mitigate the concerns raised in the submission, the 
original development approval included conditions 
requiring landscaping, restriction of hours of operation 
and compliance with Environmental legislation 
requirements for noise and air emissions. Importantly, 
the proposed change does not propose to remove 
any conditions on development approval MCU 145.  
 
Specifically, reviewing the proposed minor change 
being the approved plans revised to incorporate a 
change to the siting of the shed extension; it is 
considered residential amenity impacts will not be 
increased. Importantly, the closest boundary the 
stand alone shed will be located to is 28-32 Dyball 
Street however a minimum setback of 7 metres will 
still be maintained. As previously stated this interface 
has a solid minimum 1.8 metre high privacy fence 
therefore restricting potential amenity impacts. 
Additionally, current conditions on development 
approval MCU 145 will apply to the use of the shed. 

 
State Planning Policy 
The development is required to be assessed against the State Planning Policy (SPP) only where the SPP has 
not been accurately reflected in the Planning Scheme.  
 
Given the proposed change will not result in any new use on the property nor increase in scale or intensity it is 
considered that no state planning policy benchmarks are applicable.  
 
 



 

 

CES3 
 

Page 85 of 445 20 June 2019 

 

State Assessment – Referral Agencies  
The original application did not trigger referral to any external state agencies.  
 
In accordance with the Planning Act 2016, the applicant is not required to refer the current minor change 
application to any referral agencies.  

Link to Corporate Plan 

Function Key Program Area 

Infrastructure and Planning Sustainable planning and development 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Internal 
Director of Community and Environmental Services – Digby Whyte 

Legal Implications 

The Planning Act 2016 and Council’s planning scheme apply.  

Policy Implications 

Council’s planning policies apply 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Nil 
 

Attachments 

1. Attachment 1 - MCU 145 Change Application Documents.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendations 

That; 
 

1. Council receives this report. 
 

2. The application for a Request to Change an Existing Approval for a Material Change of Use – 
Expansion to existing industry depot and use for a steel fabrication and sales premises on land 
described as Lot 9 on RP800262 and situated at 53-63 Arthur Street, St George, be approved. 

 
 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: 
Building Works Assessable against the Planinng Scheme - 9-11 Hocking Street, 
Nindigully being Lot 203 on N5631 

DATE: 08.06.19  

AGENDA REF: CES4 

AUTHOR: Fiona Macleod - Planning & Development Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

The purpose of this report is for Council to consider a variation to the setback requirement of Acceptable 
Solution 36.1 contained within the Rural Zone Code of the Balonne Shire Council Planning Scheme 2006 (as 
Amended July 2014) for a proposed residential shed at 9-11 Hocking Street, Nindigully being Lot 203 on 
N5631. 
 

Background 

On 22nd May 2019 Council received correspondence from Matthew McKendry – PJ Burns Builder (acting on 
behalf of the owner) requesting a siting variation to the Rural Zone Code benchmark Acceptable Solution 36.1   
for a proposed residential shed to be located at 9-11 Hocking Street, Nindigully being Lot 203 on N5631 (see 
Attachment 1).  
 
Specifically, the site is located within the Rural Zone. Total site area is approximately 2023 square metres with 
no built form currently occupying the land. The block fronts and is accessed from Hocking Street (see Figure 
1).  

 
Figure 1. Aerial view of 9-11 Hocking Street incl. approximate location of proposed residential shed. 
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The shed amounts to a total area of 216 square metres in a rectangular shape format with dimensions being 
18m x 12m and is to be approximately 5.8 metres at its highest point. The shed is proposed to be sited in the 
southern (rear) setback of the property.  
 
The applicants’ site drawing (see Attachment 2) indicates the following setbacks off boundaries for the 
residential shed; 
 

 North (Front) Boundary – Hocking Street = 32.292 metres  

 East (Side) Boundary – No. 5-7 Hocking Street = 6 metres 

 West (Side) Boundary – No. 13-15 Hocking Street = 16.234 metres 

 South (Rear) Boundary – No. 10-12 Mayes Street = 6 metres 
 

The request seeks approval to locate a shed within 100 metres of all property boundaries. 
 
Under the current Balonne Shire Planning Scheme 2006 (as Amended July 2014) the following benchmark 
requirements apply to a residential outbuilding located within the Rural Zone: 
 
AS 36.1 Outbuildings are to be located a minimum of 100 metres from the boundary; and 
AS 36.2 The size of residential outbuildings is to be restricted to structures 8.5 metres in height and 250 
square metres in floor area.  

 
The above applicable benchmarks for rural and residential outbuildings described in the Balonne Shire 
Planning Scheme seek to achieve the following Performance Criteria: 
 
PC 36 Rural amenity is to be maintained. 

 
This siting variation request does not meet the above underlined benchmark AS 36.1 described in the current 
Balonne Shire Planning Scheme 2006 (as Amended July 2014). However, this variation does not compromise 
the outcomes of rural amenity for Nindigully. Provided below is justification supporting that the Performance 
Criteria (PC 36) is met. 
 
The surrounding lot sizes within this area of the rural zone are of similar size and given the size it is 

impossible for any residential or rural outbuilding to meet the minimum 100 metre setback requirement as 
stipulated in the Rural Zone Code (Acceptable Solution 36.1) of the current planning scheme. 
 

The Residential Shed will meet the required standard setbacks of the Queensland Development Code.  
 
The built form character of the Nindigully area has buildings located within 100 metres of boundaries. 

Therefore the siting of the shed is not considered to be out of character with the immediate surrounds.  
 
The proposed DRAFT planning scheme does not include this setback requirement for outbuildings in the 

Rural Zone therefore, subject to the schemes adoption in current form, if the application was reviewed 
pursuant to the DRAFT planning scheme the building works would not be assessable against the 
planning scheme as the shed would only be required to meet the Queensland Development Code.  
 

Council’s Building Certifier has reviewed the proposed variation request and has raised no concerns. It is 
however noted that advice should be included on any approval of the variation that this approval does not give 
building approval for the proposed shed and the owner must still apply for the building works approval either 
through Council or private certification.  
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Additionally, it is noted that the subject property is located in its entirety within the Flood Hazard Overlay of the 
current Balonne Shire Council Planning Scheme 2006 (as Amended July 2014). Accordingly, the relevant 
criteria of the Flood Hazard Overlay Code contained in the planning scheme apply to the residential shed.  
 
While the proposed shed will not be constructed to minimum habitable finished floor level given the nature of 
the building, the siting of the shed, and site coverage, ensure that flow through of flood waters will be able to 
occur without increasing velocity or flow to other properties.  
 
It is considered that the proposed residential shed meets the relevant acceptable solution benchmarks of the 
Flood hazard Code. To ensure the applicant and landowner are aware of the potential for inundation in a Flood 
event it is recommended a note be included advising to undertake appropriate flood mitigation measures.  
 
On the basis of the above it is considered that the residential shed will not create any unreasonable impacts to 
the site or surrounds and existing character of the area therefore it is recommended approval be granted of the 
variation to AS 36.1 of the Rural Zone Code within the current Balonne Shire Council Planning Scheme.   

Link to Corporate Plan 

Function Key Program Area 

Infrastructure and Planning Sustainable planning and development 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Bryan Payne – Building Certifier  
Digby Whyte – Director of Community and Environmental Sustainability 

Legal Implications 

The Planning Act 2016 and Council’s planning scheme apply.  

Policy Implications 

Council’s Planning Policies apply. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Nil 
 

Attachments 

1. Attachment 1 - Siting Variation Request at 9-11 Hocking Street, Nindigully.pdf ⇩  
2. Attachment 2 - Plans for Residential Shed at 9-11 Hocking Street, Nindigully.pdf ⇩  
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Recommendation/s 

That: 
1. Council receives this report.  

 
2. Council approve the application for Building Works Assessable against the Planning Scheme to 

construct a Residential Outbuilding within 100 metres of boundaries on land located at 9-11 Hocking 
Street, Nindigully being Lot 203 on N5631.  
 

3. Council state to the applicant/owner of the property that the shed requires building works approval. 
Accordingly, approval must be applied for and obtained either through Balonne Shire Council or 
Private Certification.  

 
4. Council advise that the site in its entirety is subject to the Flood Hazard Overlay and accordingly, 

appropriate flood mitigation measures should be taken to ensure flood risk to persons and property 
is minimised.    

 
 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Community Donations, Sponsorship and Grants Program 

DATE: 08.06.19  

AGENDA REF: CES5 

AUTHOR: Dani Kinnear - Community Development Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

Sponsorship request from St George Pony Club for their St George Pony Camp July 2019 
 

Background 

This month Council has received three (3) requests for sponsorship. This report tables one (1) of the three (3) 
requests, this being a request from St George Pony Club to sponsor their pony camp for the year. 
 
St George Pony Club hosts an annual camp in the June/July school holidays which consists of 3 days of riding 
instruction and 1 day of competition. They are anticipating between 50-60 riders accompanied by families and 
event organisers.  
 
St George Pony Club have requested $5,000 sponsorship from Council, primarily for catering for 70 people 
over the three days. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Community well-being 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Not Applicable 

Legal Implications 

Not Applicable  

Policy Implications 

Community Grants and Assistance Policy 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Council Community Donations Sponsorship and Grants program has an approved annual budget of $18,000.  
Council has approved/allocated $17,835.37 of these funds resulting in $164.63 remaining for future requests. 
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St George Pony Club have request $5,000 sponsorship towards their annual Pony Camp in the July Holidays 
2019 
 
Council sponsored St George Pony Club with $500 in 2016 from the Community Donations, Sponsorships and 
Grants Program. In 2017 and 2018, Council Sponsored St George Pony Club with $5,000 from the Drought 
Support Fund.  
 
Council has not received Drought Support Funding this year, which in the last 2 years allowed Council to 
sponsor significant amounts of funding to different community organisations. If Council were to sponsor $5,000 
to St George Pony Club from the Community Donations, Sponsorships and Grants Program it would amount to 
a quarter of the fund, which would not be relative to the requests and allocations made to the broad number of 
community organisations that annually apply.   
 
There are currently insufficient funds in the 2018/19 Community Donations, Sponsorships and Grants fund to 
Sponsor St George Pony Club. 
 

Annual Budget      $18,000.00 

 Less approved/allocated requests 17,835.37  

Less pending requests   

St George Pony Club 5,000.00  

Total remaining  -$4,835.37 

 
This being said, Community Donations, Sponsorships and Grants program is an ongoing grant that is 
budgeted at $20,000 for 2019/20. It is appropriate to consider grant requests from organisations with events 
occurring in July and August (this event is to be held in July 2019), in the preceding financial year. It is 
appropriate to consider sponsoring the St George Pony Club from the 2019/20 Community Donations, 
Sponsorships and Grants program, subject to budget approval.  
 
Given the event will attract 50-60 riders plus family and organisers over three days, an increase over the $500   
2016 sponsorship allocation is warranted, with $1,000 recommended. 
 

Attachments 

1. Sponsorship Request_St George Pony Club 2019 ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation 

 
That, subject to budget approval, Council Sponsors St George Pony Club $1,000 from the 2019/20 Community 
Donations, Sponsorships and Grants Program. 

 
 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: 
Community Events Program - Balonne Communities NAIDOC Week Celebrations 
2019 

DATE: 09.06.19  

AGENDA REF: CES6 

AUTHOR: Dani Kinnear - Community Development Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

Request from St George Aboriginal Housing Company Ltd for $3,000 sponsorship, from Council’s Community 
Events program, for the Balonne Communities NAIDOC Week Celebrations 2019. 
 

Background 

This month Council has received three (3) requests for sponsorship. This report tables two (2) of the three (3) 
requests, this being a request from St George Aboriginal Housing Company Ltd on behalf of the Balonne 
NAIDOC Celebrations Committee for financial assistance to support the local activities throughout the region. 
 
NAIDOC Week celebrations are held across Australia each July to celebrate the history, culture and 
achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. NAIDOC is celebrated not only in Indigenous 
communities, but by Australians from all walks of life.   
 
In Balonne the NAIDOC celebrations are broken over three (3) different activities: School’s communities 
NAIDOC program; Community NAIDOC week celebrations; NAIDOC sports.  

 
 Balonne School’s Communities NAIDOC program - Monday 17 June to Friday 28 June 2019.  

Confirmed celebrations will be held at Dirranbandi P – 10 State School, St George Primary School, St 
Patrick’s Catholic School and St George State High School.  Dated for the school celebrations in 
Bollon, Begonia, Thallon and Hebel are yet to be confirmed. 

 Balonne Communities NAIDOC Program – held during NAIDOC week Sunday 7 July to 
Saturday 14 July.   

Sunday 07/07/19 –  

­ Cemetery Service and morning tea 

­ St George Seniors Rugby League home game  

Monday 08/07/19  

­ NAIDOC Official Welcome, Opening & Flag Raising at STGAHC Offices, 

Reconciliation Walk from STGAHC building to Mani Tribes Art Gallery. Morning tea 
provided  

Tuesday 09/07/19  

­ SWHHS – Allied Health mural official opening.  

Wednesday 10/07/19  
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­ NAIDOC family fun day and Junior Awards at the Amphitheatre. Food and novelty 

stalls 
Friday 12/07/19 

­ Balonne Kindergarten NAIDOC vacation care day 

­ NAIDOC formal dinner and Senior Awards 

 

 NAIDOC Sports Events  
Thursday 11/07/19 

- NAIDOC golf day 
Saturday 21/09/19 

- NAIDOC female senior and junior netball carnival 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Vibrant creative arts, music, local history and culture 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Mareea Lochel – Community Collective and Wellbeing Services Coordinator 
NAIDOC Celebration Committee  

Legal Implications 

Nil 

Policy Implications 

Nil 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Council has an approved budget for Community Events (separate to the Community Sponsorship, Donation 
and Grants program). The purpose of the Community events program is to allocate funds for projects and 
activities such as: Australia Day, Seniors Week, NAIDOC week, Community Movie nights, and other event 
during the year 
 
In the 2018/19 budget Council has allocated $15,000.00 to this program.  $5,628.77 of this fund has been 
expended with a remaining balance of $9,371.23.    
 
St George Aboriginal Housing Company has requested $3,000.00 towards the local 2019 NAIDOC 
celebrations. Council provided $2,000 in 2017 and $2,500 in 2018 towards the NAIDOC celebrations.  
 
There are sufficient funds in the 2018/19 community events program for Council to contribute $3,000.00 
towards the 2019 local NAIDOC celebration activities. 
 

Annual Budget      $15,000.00 

 Less approved/allocated requests 5,628.77  

Less pending requests   

NAIDOC Celebrations 2019 3,000.00  

Focus on Food and Fibre Conference 3,000.00  

Total remaining  $3,371.23 
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Attachments 

1. Sponsorship Request for Balonne Communities NAIDOC Week 2019 ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council Sponsors St George Aboriginal Housing Company with $3,000 for the Balonne Communities 
NAIDOC Week Celebrations in 2019, from the Community Events Program. 

 
 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Community Events - Nindigully Landcare Group Inc 

DATE: 09.06.19  

AGENDA REF: CES7 

AUTHOR: Dani Kinnear - Community Development Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

Request from Nindigully Landcare group for $3,000, from the Community Events program, to host a Focus of 
Food and Fibre Conference for Balonne Shire’s agricultural industry. 
 

Background 

 
This month Council has received three (3) requests for sponsorship. This report tables three (3) of the three (3) 
requests 
 
Agricultural business owners located within the Balonne Shire have been affected financially and mentally from 
this prolonged drought, changes to vegetation laws and accusations of destroying the Murray Darling Basin. 
 
Nindigully Landcare Group Inc has seen a need for an event to motivate, empower and boost the people 
involved in the agriculture sector, as well as to increase their industry knowledge, and have organised the 
Focus on Food and Fibre Conference. They are hoping to make it an annual event. (Please see attached list 
of presenters and topics for the conference) 
 
This conference is aimed at red meat producers, wool producers, dry land farmers and young people studying 
agriculture.  
The objectives for the conference are: 

 To positively promote agriculture, relative to this region 

 To motivate and empower people involved in agriculture 

 To showcase the agricultural opportunities available through technology, diversification, marketing, 
innovation and management 

 
Nindigully Landcare Group has requested Council to Sponsor $3,000 towards their Focus on Food and Fibre 
Conference. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Community well-being 
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Consultation (internal/external) 

Gina Mace – Nindigully Landcare Group Inc 

Legal Implications 

Nil 

Policy Implications 

Community Assistance and Grant Policy 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Council has an approved budget for Community Events (separate to the Community Sponsorship, Donation 
and Grants program). The purpose of the Community events program is to allocate funds for projects and 
activities such as: Australia Day, Seniors Week, NAIDOC week, Community Movie nights, and other events 
during the year 
 
In the 2018/19 budget Council has allocated $15,000.00 to this program.  $5,628.77 of this fund has been 
expended with a remaining balance of $9,371.23.    
 
Nindigully Landcare Group has not previously been sponsored by Council through community funding. 
 
There are sufficient funds in the 2018/19 community events program for Council to contribute $3,000.00 
towards the Focus on Food and Fibre Conference. 
 

Annual Budget      $15,000.00 

 Less approved/allocated requests 5,628.77  

Less pending requests   

NAIDOC Celebrations 2019 3,000.00  

Focus on Food and Fibre Conference 3,000.00  

Total remaining  $3,371.23 
 

Attachments 

1. Sponsorship Request_Nindigully Landcare Group Inc ⇩  
2. Presenters for Focus on Food and Fibre Conference ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council Sponsor Nindigully Landcare group with $3,000 for the Focus on Food and Fibre conference from 
the Community Events Program. 
 
 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Adoption of the Updated Community Grants and Assistance Policy 

DATE: 12.06.19  

AGENDA REF: CES8 

AUTHOR: Dani Kinnear - Community Development Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

This report details the review and update of Council’s current Community Donations, Sponsorship and Grants 
program 
 

Background 

In April 2019 Queensland Rural and Industry Development Authority did a Grant review on Council’s 
Community Grants and Assistance Program known as the Community Donations, Sponsorship and Grants 
Program.  
 
Some of the main recommendations made, included: 

 Review and update of the policy and collaboration of previous Guidelines and Policies 

 the policy should include  
- Amendment of application and lodgement process 
- Standard operating procedure to clearly identify roles and responsibilities 
- Clarify types of funding available specifying minimum and maximum amounts available 

including delegation of approval 

 Amendment of the application form to be more user friendly 
 
The major updates of the 2019 policy include: 

 Updating the application process 

 Clarifying roles and responsibilities 

 CEO Approval increased to $500 

 The Maximum amount sponsored per organisation to be $3,000 

 Updating types of support including Removal of “Projects of significance” – These will now go through 
the Tourism Grant 

 New writable Community Grants and Assistance application form 

 New writable Fee Waiver  application form 

 This Grant only being known as Community Grants and Assistance 
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Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Strong community organisations 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Mareea Lochel – Community Collective and Wellbeing Coordinator 
Kim Wildman – Tourism Manager 
Queensland Rural and Industry Development Authority 
 

Legal Implications 

Nil 

Policy Implications 

Community Grants and Assistance Policy 

Financial and Resource Implications 

The Community Grants and Assistance Fund will be $20,000 for the 2019/20 financial year, of which 
Community organisations can apply for support from Council for their Community events to a maximum of 
$3,000. (Council may consider on a case to case basis grants outside of this scope). 
 
CEO Approval will be increased from $200 to $500 and anything over $500 will go to a Council meeting to be 
approved by Councillors. Any funding requested over $1,000 will need to have a budget attached to the 
Application form.  
  
 
 

Attachments 

1. Community Grants and Assistance Policy 2019 ⇩  
2. Fee Waiver Application Form 2019 ⇩  
3. Community Grants and Assistance Application Form 2019 ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council adopt the updated Community Grants and Assistance Policy, Application Form and the Fee 
Waiver Application Form to take effect from of 1st July 2019. 
 
 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Fee Waiver Request - Balonne River Cutters 

DATE: 12.06.19  

AGENDA REF: CES9 

AUTHOR: Dani Kinnear - Community Development Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

Request from Balonne River Cutters to waive the $1,000 hire fee for the use of the St George Showgrounds 
for a week-long event in July 2019. 
 

Background 

Balonne River Cutters is requesting that Council waiver the showgrounds hire fee from the 15th to the 22nd July 
2019. They will be holding a cutting futurity event here in St George which they have anticipated will bring in 
150-200 people to compete in the event plus spectators.   
 
Last year the cutting futurity brought 200 competitors and family members from all parts of Australia including 
Victoria. Balonne River Cutters has now taken over the organisation and running of this event and would like 
to see it become an annual event in the Balonne Shire.  
 
As this is a July event it will be held too soon to be considered for Council’s planned Tourism Grant program 
until their 2020 event. For 2019 a Showgrounds fee waiver is a viable option.  
 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Community well-being 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Kim Wildman, BSC Manager Tourism 
Paul Arnall, Balonne River Cutters 

Legal Implications 

Nil 

Policy Implications 

Community Grants and Assistance Policy 
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Financial and Resource Implications 

Balonne River Cutters have requested that Council Waiver the Showgrounds hire fee from the 15 th to the 22nd 
July 2019 for the St George Cutting Futurity. 
 
 
Showground hire =  $125 per day 
8 days Hire  =   $1,000 
 
The security deposit has been paid by Balonne River Cutters. 
 
 

Attachments 

1. Fee Waiver Request from Balonne River Cutters 2019 ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council waive the showground hire fee of $1,000 from the 15th – 22nd July 2019 for the St George Cutting 
Futurity event run by Balonne River Cutters 

 
 
 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: St George Library-Hub 

DATE: 12.06.19  

AGENDA REF: CES10 

AUTHOR: Digby Whyte - Director Community and Environmental Services  
  

 

Executive Summary 

The overall brief for this project was to analyse the possible redevelopment of the St George Library to create 
a vibrant “hub”, both redefining and improving the current library service, to offer a greater depth of programs 
and activities with an added focus of a business and learning hub housed within a library service.  An 
additional goal of the project was to create a vibrant Victoria Street precinct, improving both the functionality of 
the spaces and creating street appeal in the current central location. 
 

Background 

Consultant Kerryn Suttor was engaged as business case project manager. Extensive research and 
consultation enabled the development of the design brief for the chosen architect to prepare a number of 
design concepts and associated costings.  Analysis of the available options formed part of the attached St 
George Library Hub Business case. All related documents are attached. 
 
Project Summary 
The options analysis resulted in the Project Team choosing the architect Option 1, summarised below: 

 A new 653 m2 Library-Hub Building (incorporating a business and learning hub) with a forecourt  

 Revitalised adjoining Greenspace / Courtyard 

 Refurbished Cultural Centre Façade with a foyer art gallery 

 Refurbished Annexe with meeting rooms equipped with modern technology 
Option 1 - Project total $ 3,991,915 
 
Features 

 Business and Learning Hub (including Tertiary 
Education Hub) 

 Contemporary Library spaces (for workshops, 
programs, increased resources and digital 
education) 

 Maker’s Space (innovation, creativity and 
robotics) 

 Virtual learning, training and connection 

 Conference and workshop facilities (fully 
equipped with modern technology) 

 Hot desks and office hire 

 Training and workshops via virtual connection 

 Spaces for Distance Education exams and e-
programs 

 Quiet study and work areas 

 Teen and Junior feature areas 

 3D Print hub for prototypes and new product 
development (ag-tech inclusive) 

 Dedicated area for the celebration of local history 
and cultural representation 

 Revitalised Victoria Street Precinct 

o Connecting green space (courtyard) 
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 Virtual office hire and services  

 Business support programs and visiting 
consultant work spaces 

o Redeveloped Forecourt  

o Refurbished and repurposed Cultural 

Centre Façade/Entry (foyer art gallery) 

 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Community spaces to connect, engage and learn 

Consultation (internal/external) 

 
Extensive research and engagement was undertaken between October 2018 and March 2019, including: 

 Queensland State Library and regional libraries 

 St George Library Revitalisation Project advisory group 

 2 x Public Consultation Sessions 

 18 face-to-face individual engagements with from a broad cross section of the community 

 Survey - over a six-week period during December 2018 and January 2019. A total of 84 survey responses 

were received, with 73 online responses and 11 paper copies submitted via locked collection boxes.  

 Council’s Cultural Development and Libraries portfolio leader and Deputy Mayor Cr Fiona Gaske, 

supported by Cr Sam O’Toole. Mayor and Councillors through workshops.  

 Council’s Executive Management Team; Community Wellbeing Coordinator (responsible for BSC libraries) 

Mareea Lochel, Economic Development Officer Garnet Radford, Manager Corporate Debbie Green; St 

George librarians Sheree Ryan and Sabina Emerson.  

 

Legal Implications 

Nil 

Policy Implications 

Council’s Corporate Plan: 
Community Goals 1.1 Community spaces to connect engage and learn; and 1.4 Vibrant creative arts, music, 
local history and culture 
Economy Goal 2.4 Skilling, training and innovation and 2.5 Business incubation and support 
The research and business plan reports further advance the Library Services Strategic Plan 

Financial and Resource Implications 

 

 2018          2019     

Early Stage 
Research 

Report 

Advisory 
Group 

Est. 

Community 
sessions 

Hub Tours 
Stakeholder 

Meetings 

Schools 
Dream 
Library 
Comp 

Survey 
Closes 

 
Council 

Workshop 
Concept 
Options 

 
Council 

Workshop 
Financials 

Business 
Case 

submitted 

30-April 23-Oct 19-Nov 2-Dec 
closed       
13 Dec  16-Jan 

 
17-April 

 
15-May 20-June 
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The Cost-Benefit analysis of the project indicates the following range 

 Low scenario – 1.20 

 High scenario – 2.17 
(Source: SGS Economics) 
 
The Capital Cost for the selected Option 1 Project totals $3,991,915. It is envisaged that Council would 
contribute $1 million and seek $3 million in grant funding. 
 
Operating costs were modelled over four years with a Tuesday to Saturday operation with extended hours 
totalling 47 hours weekly, and two full-time and two part-time staff to ensure two staff being present for a multi-
activity service and shift security. This model reflected a net Operating Cost of $318,000 in year 1, including 
depreciation.  Comparatively this was $122,577 more than the current 2017/18 30-hour-per-week library cost 
when adjusted for two staff being present for shift safety reasons. 
 

Attachments 

1. Report 1 - Engagement Report (separately enclosed) ⇨  
2. Report 2 - Design Brief (separately enclosed) ⇨  
3. Report 3 - St George Library Hub Business Case ⇩  
4. Attachment 1 - Architect Concept Feasibility Report (separately enclosed) ⇨  
5. Attachment 2 - Library Condition Report - December 2018 (separately enclosed) ⇨  
6. Attachment 3 - SGS Economics and Planning Cost Benefit Report (separately enclosed) ⇨  
   

 

Recommendations 

 
That Council: 
 
1) Receive and approve the St George Library Hub Business Case of 5 June 2019 to replace the current 

library on Victoria Road with a new library and forecourt, refurbish the adjoining greenspace, and the 
Cultural Centre entrance and Annexe, based on the architect’s Option 1. 

 
2) Engage with the community on the new St George Library Hub (Architect Option 1) concept plan and 

drawings. 
 

3) Commence seeking project grant funding for the St George Library Hub. 
 
 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  

 

../../../RedirectToInvalidFileName.aspx?FileName=CO_20062019_ATT_383_EXCLUDED.PDF#PAGE=2
../../../RedirectToInvalidFileName.aspx?FileName=CO_20062019_ATT_383_EXCLUDED.PDF#PAGE=73
../../../RedirectToInvalidFileName.aspx?FileName=CO_20062019_ATT_383_EXCLUDED.PDF#PAGE=113
../../../RedirectToInvalidFileName.aspx?FileName=CO_20062019_ATT_383_EXCLUDED.PDF#PAGE=157
../../../RedirectToInvalidFileName.aspx?FileName=CO_20062019_ATT_383_EXCLUDED.PDF#PAGE=167
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Adoption of the Balonne Shire Wild Dog Scalps - Bounty and Retainer Policy 

DATE: 12.06.19  

AGENDA REF: CES11 

AUTHOR: Tayla Willis - Project Support Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

From the Project Support Officer reporting on the adoption of a Policy to ensure compliance and effective 
management of the Wild Dog Scalps – Bounty and Retainer within the Balonne Shire.  
 

Background 

At Council’s General Meeting held on 16 May 2019, Council adopted use of the Feral Scan App and 
landholder sign-off for better compliance and effective records for Wild Dogs within the Balonne Shire. 
Council’s internal audit also determined a Control weakness with no policy and procedures, and recommended 
that a new Policy and Procedure be developed to ensure compliance and guidance for better scalp 
management and payments.  

This policy incorporates the May 2019 Council decision and is to assist Council to support landholders and 
trappers to meet their requirements under the legislation and encourage landholders and trappers to practice 
wild dog control. The key objectives of the Wild Dog Bounty and Retainer Policy are to:  

 Ensure best practice in the management of wild dogs; 

 To enhance, protect and sustain the environment through effective Biosecurity, Pest Management and 
Stock Route planning; 

 Minimise the possibility of any fraud in relation to presenting, processing, and disposal of wild dog 
scalps for bounty and retainer monies; and  

 Ensure all legislative requirements are adhered too.   
 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Environment Biosecurity, pest management and stock route planning 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Mr Karl Hempstead – Manager of Rural Services and Compliance  
Mr Kevin Fontaine – Rural Lands and Environment Officer 
Mr Digby Whyte – Director Community and Environmental Sustainability 
Mr Matthew Magin – Chief Executive Officer  
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Mrs Michelle Clarke – Director Finance and Corporate Services 
Mrs Debbie Green – Manager – Corporate Services 
Mrs Tracey Lee – Manger – Finance Services  
Mrs Kelly Fontaine – Creditors / Procurement  
 

Legal Implications 

Biosecurity Act 2014 
The Policy is being developed to control any potential for crime and corruption relating to scalp compliance.  
 

Policy Implications 

 Balonne Shire Biosecurity Plan  

 Biosecurity Act 2014 

 Balonne Shire Wild Dog Management Plan 2019-2024 

Financial and Resource Implications 

The policy ensures accountability of wild dog bounty and retainer monies derived from a feral animal 
management levy to landholders administered by Council. 
 
Balonne Shire Council pays a wild dog bonus payment of $100 per scalp and a registered trapper retainer 
payment of $300 per dog. The method can either be trapped, shot or other as long as it is within the Balonne 
Shire boundaries. The bonus payment may change at Council’s budget prior to 1 July each year. 
 
 

Attachments 

1. Balonne Shire Wild Dog Scalp - Bounty & Retainer Policy ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council adopts the Wild Dog Scalp Bounty and Retainer Policy to ensure compliance, guidance and 
support to landholders and trappers to meet their requirements under the Biosecurity Act 2014 and to 
encourage landholders and trappers to practice wild dog control. 
 
 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Wash Down Bay 

DATE: 10.06.19  

AGENDA REF: CES12 

AUTHOR: Karl Hempstead - Manager Rural Services  
  

 

Executive Summary 

To support the Draft Biosecurity Plan and respond to the Biosecurity Act 2014 and Regulations through a 
vehicle wash-down facility to reduce weed seed spread and that pose financial and environmental threats to 
Balonne Shire’s agricultural industry. 
 

Background 

The need for a wash down facility is a response to the Biosecurity Act 2014 to enable Council employees, 
community members, visiting contractors and other entities to be able to wash down and reduce the possibility 
of weed seed spread within the region.  
 

 Balonne Shire Council and landholders are obliged under the Biosecurity Act 2014 to reduce weed 
seed spread. 

 Council had received and installed a wash-down facility that when operational would reduce weed 
spread by vehicles. 

 To address efficiency and safety concerns Council budgeted to automate the facility and that has been 
completed. 

 The Avdata system (State funding through QMDC @ $17,000) allows for the company to create 
accounts on behalf of Council. Customers are issued a token once, that makes direct payment to 
Council from their bank account each time they use the facility. 

 It is anticipated that with effective promotion and use the income from the facility would pay for its 
annual maintenance and operational costs. A fee of $2 per 3-minute interval would generate $10,000 
per year based on 14 3-minute washes per day. Maintenance and operational costs are budgeted at 
$8,000 pa.  

 A hand-spray gerni, connected to the artesian water supply, will be added to both improve the 
effectiveness of seed removal and increase the utility of the wash-down facility as a basic car wash. 

 
There have been concerns about the reliability, effectiveness and operational costs of Council’s wash-down 
facility and the following section seeks to address those concerns so that the facility can be effectively utilised. 

1. The company that manufactured the trans-locatable no longer exists and some parts would need to be 
manufactured for major maintenance. This effectively means that the life-cycle of the asset will be 
shorter, but should be utilised up to the point it is no longer cost-effective to maintain. 

2. As the facility is specialised to target the main seed deposit areas on a vehicle it does not completely 
wash the vehicle as does a car wash. The addition of a hand spray gerni as part of the system allows 
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a more comprehensive clean for those who want it, as well as use as a basic manual-automatic car 
wash without detergents. 

3. There were safety concerns regarding persons triggering high-pressure water jets. This should be 
eliminated through automation which isolates the auto sensor. 

4. Use of river water during water restriction periods. Council would need to consider what restrictions 
applied. The gerni would be connected to artesian water and would be available for manual wash-
down should restrictions apply. 

5. Cost to clean silt traps, maintain, and issue tokens should be largely off-set by user fees.  
 
The above considerations should allow the facility to be used in 2019. It would be appropriate to review the 
operation after one year and subsequently every three years.  

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Environment Biosecurity, pest management and stock route planning 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Director of Community and Environmental Sustainability 
Avdata Systems, Canberra. 

Legal Implications 

Queensland Biosecurity Act 2014 and Regulations 

Policy Implications 

Balonne Shire Council Draft Biosecurity Plan 
Fees and Charges Policy 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Operational costs are expected to be largely covered by user fees. The estimated cost to add a gerni spray 
gun for added utility, and to replace the river water service to bore water is: 
  

 $3,500 Gerni and accessories 

 $2,000  Security cabinet for unit 

 $6,000 Artesian water street connection 
 

Attachments 

Nil  
 

Recommendation/s 

 
That the vehicle wash-down facility be made operational in 2019 through use of a token payment system and 
the addition of gerni connected to the street artesian system. 
 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Songs To Die For 

DATE: 12.06.19  

AGENDA REF: CES13 

AUTHOR: Liah Hayden - Community Development Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

OQ (Opera Queensland) propose to hold an opera event in partnership with Council in St George on Thursday 
September 5th 2019 as part of their regional tour.   
 

Background 

Council has an opportunity to partner with Opera Queensland to host a night of opera in St George. 
Queensland Opera’s regional tour “Songs to die for” scheduled in St George on September 5th 2019.  
   
ABOUT THE SHOW 

It’s no secret that opera does death scenes well. At the heart of some of opera’s greatest moments, you’ll find 
a knife, bullet or poison paired with some of the most sublime music ever written. For 400 years, death has 
inspired iconic composers and modern legends; Kurt Cobain, Amy Winehouse and Janis Joplin whose songs 
speak as passionately to us as the music of their operatic counterparts. 

Songs To Die For is a cheeky nod to the over-dramatised deaths of opera’s leading characters masterfully 
entwined with pop classics. Presented by three of Opera Queensland’s leading artists, Songs To Die For is a 
celebration of the end brought to vivid life in a night where Don Giovanni meets Highway to Hell.  

 

COMMUNITY BENEFIT 
Supporting an Opera in St George directly links into Council’s Arts and Cultural Policy ‘Performance & 
Exhibition’.  The opera will provide residents of Balonne an opportunity to experience an art form that would 
not normally be accessible or affordable for remote and rural communities. This tour would be great 
opportunity for the Balonne community to experience all that Opera Queensland have to offer, celebrating the 
classics and engaging the community in workshops with professional artists introducing the operatic art form 
through a series of vocal, stagecraft and drama activities. It would also provide a platform for performance 
opportunities for local artists. 
 
It is envisioned that Council will be able to promote the Opera as an attraction during the 2019 tourist season, 
therefore drawing in new and diverse tourists that would not normally visit the region.  Opportunities exist for 
tourism packages to be developed around the event.  There is indicative evidence from previous events held 
in the region, that there is a direct short term boost in the economy of the businesses and community groups 
involved in the event.  
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Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Vibrant creative arts, music, local history and culture 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Mareea Lochel (Community Collective and Wellbeing Co-ordinator) 
Kim Wildman (Manager Tourism) 
Digby Whyte (Director of Community Environmental Services) 

Legal Implications 

Nil 

Policy Implications 

Balonne Shire Arts and Cultural Policy 2015-2018 
 Performance & Exhibition - Balonne Shire Council will seek to: 

 Encourage access to professional performance and exhibitions of a calibre available in urban 

centres to enrich the cultural experience of the broader community and the practice of local artists. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Opera Queensland has requested financial and in-kind assistance from Council to host the event in St George.  
Financial assistance 

Waiver of Cultural Centre hire fee 
Payment of presenter fee, $6,490 including GST 

In-kind assistance  
Liaising with Opera Queensland 
Project manage the event 
Promotion & marketing 
Co-ordination of community groups for catering & bar 
Sale of tickets at the VIC, Council Office reception, and Library 
 

Similar events have attracted around 120 patrons. This suggests ticket sales would cover half of the required 
fee. As a Council-partnered production it would be appropriate to contribute the other half of the costs from 
Council’s Community Events budget. There are sufficient funds in the 2018/19 community events program for 
Council to contribute $3,245.00 including GST towards the Opera Queensland Songs to Die For production. 
 

Annual Budget      $15,000.00 

 Less approved/allocated requests 5,628.77  

Less pending requests   

NAIDOC Celebrations 2019 3,000.00  

Focus on Food and Fibre Conference 3,000.00  

Opera Queensland Songs to Die For 3,245.00  

Total remaining  $126.23 
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Attachments 

1. Queensland Opera Agreement - Songs to Die For ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council 

1. Approves the Opera Queensland Agreement “Songs To Die For” production in St George on Thursday 
September 5th 2019. 
 

2. Approves to provide up to $3,245 including GST from the 2018/19 Community Events budget to cover 
any ticket sales shortfall in meeting the Opera Queensland $6,490 including GST total fee 
 

3. Approves to waive the Cultural Centre hire fees for the production 
 

4. Approves providing in-kind support in the form of:  
a) Liaising with Opera Queensland 
b) Project management of the event 
c) Promotion & marketing 
d) Co-ordination of community groups for catering & bar 
e) Sale of tickets at the VIC, Reception at Council Office and Libraries in the Shire. 

 
 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
 

(CFCS) FINANCE AND CORPORATE SERVICES 
ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

CCFS1 SALE OF LAND FOR 
ARREARS OF RATES 

This item will be discussed in closed session in accordance with 
section 275 of the Local Government Regulation 2012. 
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(CIFS) INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 
ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

CIFS1 THERMAL SPRINGS, 
CONTRACT AWARD 

This item will be discussed in closed session in accordance with 
section 275 of the Local Government Regulation 2012. 
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(CCES) COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

CCES1 APPLICATION FOR THE 
KEEPING OF STOCK DOG 
REGISTRATIONS 

This item will be discussed in closed session in accordance with 
section 275 of the Local Government Regulation 2012. 
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INFORMATION REPORTS  
 

(ICEO) CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

ICEO1 INFORMATION REPORT - 
COMMUNICATIONS/DISAS
TER MANAGEMENT 

Information report from the Communications/Disaster 
Management Officer from 1 January through to 31 May 2019. 
Numbers of Staff newsletters and Media Releases are down due 
to officer’s illness.  

227 

ICEO2 ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT UPDATE 
MAY 2019 

Economic Development Update May 2019 229 

ICEO3 MONTHLY REPORT Monthly grants information report.  250 

ICEO4 MDAG MEETING AND 
FUNDING UPDATE 

 

A meeting was held with the Murray Darling Advisory Group 
(MDAG) on 14 May 2019 in Dirranbandi. Matthew Magin, CEO, 
and five (5) Council Officers briefed the MDAG members on the 
recently awarded grants received from the Murray Darling Basin 
Economic Development Grants Program from the Federal 
Government. 

 

A total of six (6) grants will provide economic benefit to the 
township of Dirranbandi: 

 

1. Wild Dog Fencing  (Dirranbandi and St George) 
$5 000 000 

1. Digital Connectivity ( Dirranbandi and St George) 
$1 000 000 

2. Hot Springs 
$  875 000 

3. Mentoring-Business Support Project (Dirranbandi and St George) 
$  499 100 

4. Business Revitalisation and Shop Front Grants Program Grants 
$  500 000 

5. Showgrounds Irrigation / Other Grant 
$    70 000 

6. RTC Upgrade 
$    82 475  

 

Each grant has an assigned Project Officer and currently the 
designated Officers are working to submit updated workplaces to 
the Government, post a teleconference workshop regarding 
reporting commitments. Upon receiving the work plans the 
Government will issue the Grant Deed. Upon receiving the Grant 
Deed work can officially commence. The outcome of the BOR 
Digital Connectivity Project will impact both project 2 and Project 
6 from the above list.  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Information Report - Communications/Disaster Management 

DATE: 06.06.19  

AGENDA REF: ICEO1 

AUTHOR: Julie Davies - Communications & Disaster Management Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

Information report from the Communications/Disaster Management Officer from 1 January through to 31 May 
2019. Numbers of Staff newsletters and Media Releases are down due to officer’s illness. 
 

Social Media 

Facebook: Page likes 2855 – up 10.06%. Page followers 2869 – up 9.44%. Our Lifestyle video continues to 
draw interest and is now sitting at more than 64,200 views and has been shared 630 times!  
Twitter: Followers 255 – up 11.84%. #BringBackJack campaign to bring back cast and crew of Paperback 
Hero is doing well with 31,200 impressions. 
LinkedIn: Launched new Linked In page for Council on 5 May 2019. Since that date we have collected 121 
followers and have an engagement rate of 5.91%. This page will be used to promote Council vacancies and 
business opportunities within the Shire. 

Balonne Shire Council Website 

Over the past 5 months there have been 34,868 new users on our website. Some of the most popular pages 
are Current Vacancies, Contact Us, Camping and the Home Page. Bounce rate is sitting at 55.52%.  

Newsletters 

BSC Bulletin (Staff newsletter) – one and one almost complete.  
Community Newsletter – two. Now naming newsletter for season (Autumn, Winter, Spring and Summer) to 
allow more flexibility for production.  
Beyond the Wire newsletter – one. This newsletter targets landholders and will be produced as needed on 
request of Rural Services. 

Media Releases 

- 14 Media Releases for Council  
- one for SWRED.  

Brochures/Promotional material 

- Produced Economic Development brochure on Horticulture. This was translated into simple Chinese and 
Japanese for recent trade delegation.  
- Designed and ordered two new generic Council banners for use at events. 
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Disaster Management 

- Prepared for and organised Balonne Shire Local Disaster Management Group Meeting in March. 
- Travelled to Goondiwindi Shire to review how they use Guardian System. Looking to set up similar system in 
Balonne. All documents for LDMG stored in Guardian so they would be available for access by members at 
any time. Will need to migrate all documentation to Guardian from H: Drive. 
- Meeting with QFES and QPS regarding upcoming LDMG Exercise. 
- Organising training for LDCC members and LDMG members. 
- Contacted SWLGA members regarding need for regional DM officer to review risks and LDMPs. Collated 
responses and produced position description for regional officer for use in grant application.  
- Compiled letter from Local Disaster Coordinator to QFES Deputy Commissioner to have SES moved from 
Toowoomba region to Roma region to align with District Disaster Group and Queensland Police. 
- DM Officer and SES Acting Local Controller will attend Guardian Conference in September. 
 
 

Attachments 

Nil  
 

 
Matthew Magin 
Chief Executive Officer  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Economic Development Update May 2019  

DATE: 06.06.19  

AGENDA REF: ICEO2 

AUTHOR: Garnet Radford - Economic Development Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

Economic Development Update May 2019 
 

Report Summary 

 
The purpose of the milestone report is to update Council on Economic Development activity in the Balonne 

Shire during the month of May 2019.  

 Meet with local businesses, key local stakeholders, local producers, business decision makers and 

local champions to make them aware of the EDO’s services as well as work on existing and new 

commercial opportunities including business expansions; 

 Meet key regional stakeholders from varying levels of government relevant to economic 

development projects;  

 Update on key inward investment and expansion projects and activities for the period; 

 Provide value-added services and business support to clients;  

 Marketing to prospective investors and identify further investment opportunities.  

Summary of activity during the month of May including Year To Date (YTD) is below:  

Metric Activity Notes 

New Business enquiries 4 Monthly business enquiries  

YTD new business enquires 57 Year to date enquiries 

Business engagement meetings 20 Meetings in the month with key stakeholders,  

YTD Business meetings 224 Year to date client and stakeholder meetings 

Follow up and value-add 
services (Referrals) 

8 Introductions to assist local businesses – grants, 
services, business development, cost savings 

YTD Referral services 118 Year to date referrals and tracking outcomes  

Relevant events facilitated 
and/or attended 

6 Includes forums and events, chamber/progress 
associations  and other ED relevant events 

YTD Business events 43 Relevant events attended and/or presented at 

Investments realised 1 Investments in month 

Investments YTD 5 Year to date investments announced in FY 

Value of investments $5m $ value of investments in month 
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Investments $ YTD $7.375m Total value of investments Year to date in FY 

Jobs created  5 Jobs created (announced) in period 

YTD Jobs 10 Jobs created (announced) year to date 

 

1.0 Work Program Highlights 

 Announcement of fish hatchery for St George – 6 May 

 Site tours and meetings with Staughton Group - 7 May (Howlong) and 27 May (St George) 

 Brodie Feedlot – Successful REDP grant of $250,000 – 15 May 

 Hosting Japanese & Taiwanese Trade and Investment Delegation - 26-27 May (presentation 

attached); 

 Small Business Week Chamber of Commerce - 27-31 May; 

 Completion of WDEF Assessments and recommendation; 

 Four new business enquiries in month of May. 

1.1    Events 

 St George Chamber of Commerce meeting – 8 May (St George) 

 MDAG Grants Consultation – 14 May (Dirranbandi) 

 Japanese and Taiwanese Delegation Dinner – 26 May (St George) 

 Japanese and Taiwanese Delegation Breakfast – 27 May (St George) – includes presentation on 

opportunities in Balonne Shire (see attachment) 

 St George Chamber of Commerce Small Business Week breakfast – 28 May (St George) 

 St George Chamber of Commerce  Small Business Week networking – 28 May (St George)  

1.2 Business Activity and Lead Generation  

 Solar farm company and technologies; 

 Proposed training facility in Mungindi; 

 NSW based indigenous group – local partners for horticultural project;  

 Follow up on fish hatchery announcement and proposed sale of Mitre 10; and 

 Feedlot with proposed value-add and vertical integration on site  

1.3 Reporting 

 MDAG grant requirements; 

 Economic Development Activity report; and  

 Monthly Council update. 

 
 

Attachments 

1. Supporting Documents Economic Development Report May 2019.pdf ⇩  
2. Japanese Taiwanese Delegation Powerpoint 27 May 2019.pdf ⇩  
   

 

 
Matthew Magin 
Chief Executive Officer  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report 

DATE: 06.06.19  

AGENDA REF: ICEO3 

AUTHOR: Stephanie Price - Grants Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

Monthly grants information report. 
 

Summary 

 
Submitted Grants Applications  2 
Successful Grant Applications  11 
 

Attachments 

1. 20 June - Grants Monthly Information Report.pdf ⇩  
   

 

 
Matthew Magin 
Chief Executive Officer  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: MDAG Meeting and Funding Update 

DATE: 10.06.19  

AGENDA REF: ICEO4 

AUTHOR: Kerryn Suttor - Project Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

 
A meeting was held with the Murray Darling Advisory Group (MDAG) on 14 May 2019 in Dirranbandi. Matthew 
Magin, CEO, and five (5) Council Officers briefed the MDAG members on the recently awarded grants 
received from the Murray Darling Basin Economic Development Grants Program from the Federal 
Government. 
 
A total of six (6) grants will provide economic benefit to the township of Dirranbandi: 
 

1. Wild Dog Fencing  (Dirranbandi and St George) $5 000 000 

1. Digital Connectivity ( Dirranbandi and St George) $1 000 000 

2. Hot Springs $  875 000 

3. Mentoring-Business Support Project (Dirranbandi and St George) $  499 100 

4. Business Revitalisation and Shop Front Grants Program Grants $  500 000 

5. Showgrounds Irrigation / Other Grant $    70 000 

6. RTC Upgrade $    82 475  

 
Each grant has an assigned Project Officer and currently the designated Officers are working to submit 
updated workplaces to the Government, post a teleconference workshop regarding reporting commitments. 
Upon receiving the work plans the Government will issue the Grant Deed. Upon receiving the Grant Deed work 
can officially commence. The outcome of the BOR Digital Connectivity Project will impact both project 2 and 
Project 6 from the above list. 
 

Background 

The Murray Darling Advisory Group (MDAG) was formed by Council on 12 June 2018 with the purpose of 
undertaking strategic planning and decision making regarding economic development projects for Dirranbandi. 
The group were responsible for submitting and prioritising projects for consideration. These projects formed 
the basis for grant application from the Murray Darling Basin Economic Development Program. 
 

Attachments 

1. MDAG Minutes 14 May 2019 ⇩  
2. MDB EDP Project Summaries - Council Report 20 June.pdf ⇩  
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Matthew Magin 
Chief Executive Officer  
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(IFCS) FINANCE AND CORPORATE SERVICES 
ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

ICFS1 MONTHLY REPORT Monthly Safety Report 269 

ICFS2 MONTHLY REPORT - 
DIRECTOR FINANCE & 
CORPORATE SERVICES 

Monthly Information Report – Director Finance & Corporate 
Services 

274 

ICFS3 MONTHLY FINANCIAL 
INFORMATION REPORT 
MAY 2019 

Monthly Financial Information Report for the period ended 31 
May 2019.  

278 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report 

DATE: 10.06.19  

AGENDA REF: ICFS1 

AUTHOR: Ben Gardiner - Safety Advisor  
  

 

Executive Summary 

Monthly Safety Report 
 
 

Injury Summary 
There were 4 minor work incidents during the months of March and May 2019.  
 

Worksite Hazard Inspections 
With the first quarter now well and truly completed we still have a large number of inspections to finish off as 
well as get into the second quarter inspections. 
  
The following graph shows the percentage of completion of inspections for the first and second quarters with 
still quite a few outstanding. Inspections for Nindigully and Mungindi have now been included into the matrix 
and the first inspections in those locations are now due. 
 

 
 

Take 5 and Toolbox Talks 
Supervisors and Managers have been spending time to catch up on where their staff have not completed the 
required Take 5’s, this is good to see. 
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Safety Inductions, Training & Information Sessions 
A new training table has commenced for the new two year cycle. Not all of the training is on this table as the 

training forms are still to be completed.  

Activity Number of Staff Involved 

  1st Quarter Apr May June July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

Safety Inductions 3 3 4        10 

Traffic Management  7 14         21 

Chainsaw  1          1 

Roller 3          3 

Due Diligence 16          16 

Code of Conduct   84        84 

Forklift 3          3 

Fraud Awareness   77        77 

Loader 1          1 

Obligations & Responsibilities 16          16 

Chain of Responsibility   25        25 

Playground Inspector 7          7 
 

Calibrations, Inspections and Testing 
Fire equipment, lifting equipment and First Aid kits were all inspected and tested in the last quarter with only a 
small percentage failing the inspection.  
 

Compliance 
There were no Notifiable Events during the months of March and May 2019. 
 

Safety Committee Meeting  
The minutes from the last Safety Meeting held on the 28th May are attached.  The committee considered 
changes to the Drug & Alcohol Procedures and minor amendments were made. In particular the AS/NZS 4760 
has been reviewed - When the old standard was first introduced in 2006, oral fluid testing was in its infancy 
and scientific knowledge and device manufacturing technology was not at a suitable level to identify actual cut 
off values for each drug, therefore a ‘target’ value was provided. In the updated standard the drugs required to 
be tested for have actual cut off values that any device must meet as a minimum. 
  

  Old testing levels 
 

New Cut off values 

Drug Type 
Test Level 

(ng/mL) 

 

Drug Type 
Cut off value 

(ng/mL) 

Amphetamine (AMP) 50 
 

Amphetamine-type substances 50 

Marijuana (THC) 25 
 

Cannabinoids 15 

Cocaine (COC) 50 
 

Cocaine and Metabolites 50 

Opiates (OPI) 50 
 

Opiates 50 

Methamphetamines (mAMP) 50 
 

Oxycodone 40 

 
The next Safety Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday the 28th of August 2019. 
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Attachments 

1. Workplace Health And Safety Committee Minutes 28 May 2019 ⇩  
   

 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report - Director Finance & Corporate Services 

DATE: 08.06.19  

AGENDA REF: ICFS2 

AUTHOR: Michelle Clarke - Director Finance & Corporate Services  
  

 

Executive Summary 

Monthly Information Report – Director Finance & Corporate Services 
 

St George Levee 

 Objection withdrawn for compulsory acquisition and legal/valuation expenses reimbursed – awaiting 
finalisation by Department to complete easement documentation 

 Reminders sent to 4 landholders at various stages of verbal agreement to sign relevant documentation 
seeking to finalise before end of financial year 

Land matters 

 Working through lease register and renewing all expiring or expired leases as appropriate 

 Dirranbandi hairdresser lease ready for execution 

 Various employee tenancy arrangements completed 

Complaints 

 Eumerella South Road complaint CCC – final report and all evidence now submitted to CCC and awaiting 
their assessment and response 

Staffing 

 Assisted Directorates with a number of positions vacant and letters of appointment during the months of 
April/May 

 Procurement Co-ordinator change over and now secondment internally (12 months) 

 1 new staff member for creditors to replace internal secondment for Procurement Co-ordinator (12 
months) 

 1 temporary arrangement for Governance Officer (12 months) 

 Senior Finance Officer commenced 4 June 

 Casual administration officer appointed 

Rates 

 Rating workshop on 23 May to discuss community consultation on the rating categories for 2019/20 

 Rating Officer attended Rating workshop in Brisbane 
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Finance 

 Budget workshops held 23 May and 6 June for draft budget and rates review 

 Landfill remediation report received and being reviewed – will form basis of position paper for audit 

 Shell Financial statements draft provided to audit within timeframes 

 Position papers submitted to external auditors within timeframes 

 Budget review Q3 adopted and implemented 

 Draft Interim report received from external auditors and feedback and further documentation provided 

 Commenced working on audit agenda for 17 June meeting 

Procurement 

 Wild Dog cluster fence – Overall Plan with lawyers to review 
 

 EOIs with Vendor Panel Digital connectivity project – tender documentation being finalised 
 

 Handover and training for Procurement Co-ordinator who is also looking at stock control and contingency 
planning if hardware closes in St George, as well as fuel card roll out.   

 
The following graph shows how many requests for quotation have been made utilising Vendor Panel for the 
month of April/May.  There has been a drop in number of quotations requested for May as the works from 
March/April are finalised.  It is expected this will increase again as we come to the end of the financial year. 

 

St George Aerodrome 

 

 Airport Master Plan presentation on 30 May 2019 and stakeholder engagement underway 

Service requests 

 
A total of 161 documents were created in Magiq for service requests for May with 116 completed on time 
giving a 72% average completion rate. Council received 3 compliments in May, which is below the monthly 
average.  Relevant staff received a letter of acknowledgement.  
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Compliments 

Jan Feb Mar Apr   May 

5 6 13 7   3 

 

 
January February March April May 

Total Documents  117 129 150 119 161 

Completed on 
Time  84 95 111 88 116 

Completed Late  19 8 15 15 14 

Pending & 
Overdue 14 26 24 16 31 

% completed on 
time 72% 74% 74% 74% 72% 

% Completed 
overall 88% 80% 84% 87% 81% 

Target  85% 85% 85% 85% 85% 

 

 
 

Other key projects/meetings 

 
Risk module – Council adopted its strategic risks and risk appetite statement at the May council meeting.  The 
operational risk assessment is in draft and requires review by all risk owners to conduct a risk rating review 
and identify/confirm all controls prior to upload into the CAMMs system. We have now received a review report 
on the Enterprise Risk Management Framework and a draft Business Continuity Plan that will be reviewed by 
management prior to submission to Council.  This will meet one of our significant deficiency requirements from 
our external audit that has remained outstanding since 2016/17.  Ongoing monitoring and review of the risks 
will be achieved through CAMMs quarterly reporting.  
 
Wild Dog Exclusion Fencing project 

 The Under Treasurer has now approved Council’s Borrowing application for $8,540,987 for the Wild Dog 
Exclusion project 

 Overall plan completed reviewed by lawyers 

 Applications assessed and pending approval by council  
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CCTV 
Installation of CCTV at our St George Library and duress alarm now complete 
 
Digital Connectivity Project 
Assessment of Expressions of Interest completed and tender documentation being prepared  
 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
   
 

Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Financial Information Report May 2019 

DATE: 10.06.19  

AGENDA REF: ICFS3 

AUTHOR: Tracey Lee - Manager Finance Services  
  

 

Executive Summary 

Monthly Financial Information Report for the period ended 31 May 2019. 
 

 
 

Attachments 

1. Monthly Finance Information Report May 2019 ⇩  
   

 

Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report for the June 2019 Council Meeting 

DATE: 10.06.19  

AGENDA REF: IIFS1 

AUTHOR: Billie Spackman - Administration Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

From the Director of Infrastructure Services - reporting for the month of May. 
 

 
0701-Main Roads Works 

 Maintenance work carried out during the month on behalf of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) is 
detailed in the attached RMPC Supervisor’s report.  

 Design for the realignment of the Thallon Bridge commenced in November 2018. Council have been 
advised that these works are complete and TMR are drafting contract documents.  

 CHUP widening program on the Carnarvon Highway (24A). Council have made an offer and are 
waiting for acceptance. 

 

0702-Private Works   

 Nil 
 

0400-Council Roads / Streets / Bridge Work 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Works Supervisor’s report. 

 Pot hole patching using premix was undertaken on various local roads. 

 Re-seal works on the Dirranbandi-Bollon Road was completed late May 2019. 
 

0440-Aerodromes 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 
 

0450-Plant and Equipment 

 Details are included in the attached Workshop Supervisor’s report. 
 

0510-Housing 

 Budget is expended, maintenance is being completed as required. 
 

0520-Recreation and Sport  

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

 Remaining defect rectifications are progressing at the Dirranbandi Sports Oval Amenities building. 

 REDP Rail & River Precinct – Carpark is complete. Bollards have been installed. Footpath works are 
completed. Shelter and arbours were completed late May. 
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0521-Swimming Pools  

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

 Tenders closed on the 4th June 2019 for the St George W4Q Thermal Springs Project. 
 

0530-Parks and Gardens 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

 BSC17/18 Q13 – St George River Foreshore Canoe Ramp Carpark Upgrade – completed end of May. 

 Lions Park disabled toilet and refurbishment is due for completion in early June 2019. 
 

0535-Halls/Civic/Cultural Centres 

 Routine maintenance is ongoing. 
 

0555-Showgrounds 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

 Construction of the St George secretary’s box is scheduled to commence early June 2019.  
 

0615-Cemeteries 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

 Routine maintenance and mowing is ongoing. 
 

0620-Street Cleaning 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 
 

625-Public Conveniences 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor report. 
 

4000-Urban Waste Water 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 
 

5000-Urban Water 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

 Monthly consumption figures are given in the attached reports. 
 

Capital/Special Maintenance Works Progress 

 Works are progressing. The 2018/19 Capital and Operational Projects Report has been updated. 
 

Meetings / Training 

 Upcoming asset edge training in Charleville on the 18th June.  
 

Current Tenders 

 BSC 18-19 T04 – Design and construction of St George Thermal Spring and Solar Heating 
 

Attachments 

1. Plant Maintenance Report - Period End 31 March 2019.pdf ⇩  
2. Balonne Shire Water Usage 2018-19 period end 31st May 2019.pdf ⇩  
3. Road Construction Report - Period End 31st May 2019.pdf ⇩  
4. Road Maintenance Reports Period End 31st May 2019.pdf ⇩  
5. Town Maintenance Reports Period End 31st May 2019.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Andrew Boardman 
Director Infrastructure Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: St George & Dirranbandi Low Cost Camping Update 

DATE: 09.06.19  

AGENDA REF: ICES1 

AUTHOR: Kim Wildman - Tourism Manager  
  

 

Executive Summary 

Update from the Manager Tourism regarding the progress of the Low Cost Camping option in St George and 
Dirranbandi. 
 

Background 

The Balonne Shire Council’s Recreational Vehicle (RV) and Freedom Camping Strategy (approved June 

2018), was developed by Council and Earthcheck in consultation with residents and stakeholders in order to 

provide a strategic and coordinated approach to managing and providing information services and facilities to 

meet the needs and requirements of the RV traveller market. 

 

A key recommendation from the Strategy was for Council to provide low cost camping options within the Shire 

to cater for people who don’t want an urban campground experience and/or to pay when self-contained. By 

doing this, it would allow towns within the Shire to attain ‘RV Friendly’ status that would make the Shire more 

attractive to the RV traveller market and tourism more generally. 

 

As a first step, the focus has been on attaining RV friendly status for Dirranbandi and St George which both 

currently don’t offer low cost camping options. 

 

St George 
In St George, the initial plan to trial for a year an RV site of a dozen parking sites on Whyenbah Road open to 
community hosting resulted in the local St George commercial Caravan Park operators raising concerns of 
competition while still having concerns that free campers on roadsides need to be moved on. 
 

 4 March 2019: Council met with the Caravan Park operators and a CPAQ (Caravan Parks Association 
of Queensland Ltd) representative and asked the operators to come up with a solution, such as 
offering low cost camping on their sites. 

 27 March 2019: CPAQ submitted a written proposal on behalf of three Caravan Park operators, 
Pelican Tourist Park, St George Caravan Park and Kamarooka Tourist Park, that they were willing to 
provide 2-3 extra sites out the back of each of their grounds at a cost of $15 per night for RV 
travellers. Additionally, the Director CES received written confirmation from the owner of St George 
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Riverfront Tourist Park/Kapunda Fishing Park of his willingness to offer four or more low cost camping 
parking sites. 

 18 April 2019: Council voted to support the St George Commercial Caravan Park Operators in a trial 
of the provision of low cost camping sites on their premises, utilising a voucher system and $5 
discount managed by the Visitor Information Centre. 

 14 May 2019: St George Commercial Caravan Park Operators were sent a subsequent proposal from 
Council detailing the process, management and stipulations regarding the trail. 

 4 June 2019: All four Commercial Caravan Park Operators responded in writing that they were now 
happy to proceed with the trial. 

 An MOU is currently being drafted to outline the responsibilities of each party to this agreement. 
 
Dirranbandi 
In Dirranbandi the plan was to provide 8-12 low cost camping sites in the overflow carpark of Jack Dwyer 
Memorial Park. Initial discussions with the community had seen the local RTC keen to see low cost camping 
for Dirranbandi and prepared to provide these services. The Dirranbandi Caravan Park owner, who was in the 
process of selling the Caravan Park to a new owner, had expressed both interest and concern if another camp 
operator competed with the commercial camp ground.  
 

 3 May 2019: A tender to be the host of the low cost camp site in Dirranbandi went out via Vendor 
Panel to ensure all operators in Dirranbandi had an equal opportunity to apply.  

 26 April 2019: The development application was formally lodged for the RV Low Cost Camping Site at 
Dirranbandi. 

 2 May 2019: Public notification regarding the DA began (as required under the Planning Act 2016). 

 7 May 2019: Petition against Low Cost Camping at Jack Dwyer Memorial Park forwarded to Council 
via the Dirranbandi RTC. 

 14 May the RTC at their May meeting agreed to support any tender by the Dirranbandi Caravan Park, 
as the most equitable host solution, and to offer any assistance. 

 16 May 2019: Petition against Low Cost Camping at Jack Dwyer Memorial Park was tabled and 
received at the Council meeting. The petition stated of Jack Dwyer Memorial Park ‘This is used by our 
locals and club members. Times are tough for Dirranbandi in this drought by bringing in free or low-
cost camping to our town our local business owners will struggle to keep going’. 

 16 May 2019: Consultation between Council (Cr Fuhrmeister, Director of Community & Environmental 
Services, Manager Tourism) and key stakeholders (Caravan Park, RTC, Progress Association, 
Business Representatives) was held in Dirranbandi. Second petition against Low Cost Camping at 
Jack Dwyer Memorial Park presented to Cr Fuhrmeister.  

 23 May 2019: Public notification regarding the DA concluded (as required under the Planning Act 
2016). 

 
Given the current feeling in the community against the establishment of a low cost camp site at Jack Dwyer 
Memorial Park, the site will not be proceeding at this time. However, the DA has been sent out for independent 
assessment which would allow for a low cost camping site in the future should the community have a change 
of heart. 
 

Attachments 

Nil  
 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Wild Dog Barrier Fence Meeting 20 May 2019 

DATE: 10.06.19  

AGENDA REF: ICES2 

AUTHOR: Tayla Willis - Project Support Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

Report, minutes and map from the Wild Dog Barrier Fence Panel Meeting held on 20 May 2019; for 
information.  
 

Wild Dog Barrier Fence  

The Wild Dog Barrier Fence spans approximately 2,500km of an original 5,600km fence. This fence is 
administered by Biosecurity Queensland and protects 26.5 million hectares of sheep and cattle grazing land.  
 
The Wild Dog Barrier Fence Panel was developed to assist the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries by 
overseeing the management decisions relating to the Wild Dog Barrier Fence.  
These operations include:  

 The structure of the Wild Dog Barrier Fence including investigating future management models;  

 Staffing; 

 Budget management; 

 Resource allocation, including plan, materials and personnel; and 

 Budget forecasts and reporting.  
 
Council’s financial contribution per year is approximately $250,000 towards the Queensland Precepts for Wild 
Dogs.   
 
 

Attachments 

1. Attachment 1 - Wild Dog Barrier Fence - Operational Report ⇩  
2. Attachment 2 - Wild Dog Barrier Fence Meeting - Minutes 20 May 2019 ⇩  
3. Attachment 3 - Southern QLD Exclusion Fence Map ⇩  
   

 

 
Matthew Magin 
Chief Executive Officer  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report 

DATE: 10.06.19  

AGENDA REF: ICES3 

AUTHOR: Michelle Walters - Administration Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

The Community & Environmental Sustainability Report for the month of May 2019 is presented for Council’s 
information. 
 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT APPROVALS 

 
Value of Building Works  
Council’s building certifier has approved building applications to the value of $29 200 for the month of May 
2019. 
 
The value of building applications approved by private certification is $1 059 575 for the financial year so far.  
 
In total building applications to the value of $3 613 420 has been approved so far this financial year. 
 
May 2019: 
 

BA 
No 

Applicant Owner Address Lot & 
Plan 

Builder Class Description  Value 
of 
Works  

Approval 
Date 

5186 Pat Webster 
Building Pty 
Ltd 

Stephen 
E K 
Taylor 

46 Alfred 
Street, ST 
GEORGE 

5RP85
208 

Pat 
Webster 

1a & 
10a 

Extension to 
Dwelling & 
New 
Domestic 
Shed 

 $ 
29,200
.00  

30.04.19 

 
Development Applications 

 A development application for a material change of use (MCU) 167 has been received from the owner for 
Caravan Park (RV Low Cost Camping) at 2-18 Charles Street, Dirranbandi. The application is at the 
Decision Part. 

 A development application for a material change of use (MCU) 168 has been received from the applicant 
for Intensive Animal Industry (Sheep and Cattle Feedlot) at ‘Deepwater’ Powrunna Road, St George. The 
application is at the Public Notification Part.  
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 A development application for building works assessable against a Planning Scheme (MCU) 169 has been 
received from the applicant for a Residential Shed within 100 metres from any boundary in the Rural Zone 
at 9-11 Hocking Street, Nindigully. The application is at the Decision Part.   

 A development application for a material change of use (MCU) 170 has been received from the owner for 
High Impact Industry (Micro Abattoir) at 12733 Carnarvon Highway, St George. The application is at the 
Application Part. 

 A development application for a reconfiguration of a lot (RL) 101 has been received from the owner for a 1 
to 2 lot subdivision at 50 Thuraggi Road, St George. The application is at the Decision Part.   

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

Natural Environment: 

 General health inspections carried out.   

 There were no notifiable diseases reported during May 2019 

 There were no food recalls actioned in May 2019 
 
Local Laws: 

 Under the current Model and Subordinate Local Laws Council staff are carrying out an audit on the process 
of animal owners, stock dog owners and dog owners. 

 
Public Health: 

 Food Licences and Out Door Dining Permits are currently being audited and inspections are continuing. 
 
Waste Water Services: 

 Council’s sewerage treatment plants are currently operating in a good condition. 

 Waste water analysis continues each month.   
 
Urban Water Supplies: 
 Weekly microbiological samples of St George’s bore water supply were taken and tested. 
 Samples were taken and tested from all other towns during the period. 

 
Waste Management: 

 The new contract managers AH & JH Earthmoving have begun management of the St George Landfill. 

 Education of the community on new waste practices at the St George landfill have begun 

 New internal directional signage has been ordered along with information change stickers for the welcome 
signage located at the entry of the St George Landfill. 

 An audit on the remediation of Council landfills has been carried out. 
 
St George landfill    

 The landfill site is presently operating in a reasonable condition.  

 A new boundary fence is currently being installed between the St George landfill and Riverston.  It is 
anticipated that this fence will be completed by the end of June 2019.   

 
Dirranbandi landfill 

 The landfill site is presently operating in a reasonable condition. 

 The new landfill site maintenance is working well with the community of Dirranbandi 
 
Thallon landfill 

 The landfill site at Thallon is currently operating in a good condition.    

 The new landfill site maintenance is working well with the community of Thallon. 
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Bollon landfill 

 The landfill site at Bollon is currently operating in a good condition.   
 
Hebel landfill 

 The landfill site at Hebel is currently operating in a good condition.  A new trench and litter fence is 
operating well. 

 
Nindigully landfill 

 The landfill site at Nindigully is currently operating in a good condition 
 

 
BALONNE SHIRE TOURISM REPORT  
MAY 2019 
 
 
TOURISM PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES  
 

 Boobook Ecological Services continuing to work on new shire bird brochure. Brochure due for 
competition mid-June.  

 Bird Watching tours with local Bird Watcher continue with positive feedback received. 

 A small group took part in the first St George Heritage Tour on 28 May.  Feedback from one visitor “for 
what I got out of the tour – it was too cheap”.  Visitors and all those involved in this initial tour 
thoroughly enjoyed it.  Discussions as to if Tuesday is the best day as noticing that the majority of 
visitors through the VIC on Monday are either not staying or leaving Tuesday morning or is it possible 
the 4 hour tour too long.  

 The Cotton Farm and Winery tours have continued with 55 visitors attending this month.  The 23  May 
tour as fully booked and promoted on St George and Surrounds Facebook page.   

 Planning underway for tourism activities during the week-long Yellowbelly Country Music Festival  

 Visitor Services Officer Kyra Passman attending the Brisbane Caravan and Camping Show to 
represent the Balonne Shire on 7 and 8 June. 

 The feasibility of a new guided and self-drive Pub Tour of the Shire highlighting the historical and 
character pubs of our region is being investigated with the view to trailing the tour in July. 

 The Vendor Panel for the new Tourism + Events Strategy has been completed and the contract 
awarded to Krista Hauritz Tourism & Events Pty Ltd. Krista comes with vast experience creating and 
delivering tourism strategies having recently developed the La Trobe City Events and Tourism 
Strategy (2018-2022), Taste Bundaberg – Culinary Tourism Strategy (2018-2021), and Redlands City 
Council Events Strategy (2017-2020) and is in the process of finalising the Lockyer Valley Events 
Strategy (2019-2024). She also grass-roots knowledge and experience of the region, having 
previously worked as the General Manager for Toowoomba & the Golden West (now SQCT) and 
Tourism Queensland’s Regional Director for the region which included numerous projects from 
Destination Management Plans, research, drive strategies and liaison with tourism operators. Work is 
due to start on the new strategy 1 July. 

 The Tourism Events Grant Funding Policy was approved at the previous Council Meeting on 16 May. 
The Manager Tourism is currently putting together accompanying application form and FAQs and 
working with the Community Development Officer to deliver a series of information sessions around 
the Shire (Bollon, Thallon, Dirranbandi and St George) aimed at Event Organisers at the end of June. 
Applications for the first round of grants will open 1 July. 

 The Vendor Panel for the new Shire Entry signs has been completed with the contract awarded to 
Armsign (designers of the recently installed town signs). Two designers from the company will consult 
with Council at an upcoming workshop on 11 July to ensure the final product is what the Shire desires. 
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MARKETING & PROMOTIONS 
 
 St George & Surrounds Facebook page 

 Currently a total of 819 likes (an increase of 55 likes) with 828 followers (increase of 47 followers).  

 The most popular posts for May – 
National Hairy-Nosed Wombat Day promoting this day and link to Thallon. 8k organic 

reach with 683 post clicks and 435 reactions 
Fully booked for Cotton Farm and Winery Tour. 3.6k organic reach with 765 post clicks 

and 211 reactions 
Post to promote Nindigully 20th anniversary of the release of Paperback Hero and 

#BringBackJack campaign. 3.4k organic reach, 593 post clicks and 167 reactions.  
 
 Balonne Shire Council Instagram account 

 Currently a total of 339 followers; an increase of 30 followers since the end of April.  

 The most post popular picture for May was a picture of Wallam Creek in Bollon which attracted 53 
likes. 

 
 Press Releases 

 NIL   
 
 TV/Film 

 Host of Fishing Australia, Rob Paxevanos was in the Balonne Shire on 30-31 May filming a new 
Fishing Media film, Total Native 2, which will feature local fishing spots around the Shire. 

 
Famils 

 Two media personnel who were in the Balonne Shire as part of the Japanese and Taiwanese 
trade delegate visit from 26-27 May were taken on a tour of St George by the Manager Tourism. 
 

 
TOURISM ORGANISATION REPRESENTATION 
 
 Southern Queensland Country Tourism (SQCT) 

 The information and newsletters have been forwarded out to our Operators for their information.  

 Membership renewal has been paid for the 2018/19 financial year.  
 

Adventure Way Promotions Group 

 Adventure Way meeting held on 7 May via teleconference. Senior Visitor Services Officer is 
Secretary / Treasurer for this group. 

 
The Great Inland Way (GIW) 

 Next meeting 27 June via teleconference. 
 

 
MEETINGS AND TRAINING  
 

 Monthly Catch Up meetings held with Cr Fuhrmeister and Director of Community and 
Environmental Sustainability (DCES) regarding Tourism. 

 All Tourism staff attended Code of Conduct and Fraud Awareness Training 

 Balonne Shire Tourism meeting scheduled for 12 June 2019. 
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VOLUNTEER PROJECT AND ACTIVITIES  
 

 Volunteers staffed the Visitor Information Centre for 114.75 hours of the 204 hours it was open during 
May 2019. 

  To celebrate National Volunteers Week (20 – 26 May) our Volunteers were treated to a visit to the 
Mani Tribes Art Gallery as well as lunch at the Cobb and Co Hotel.  This year is an extra special one 
with 3 Volunteers each celebrating 20 years of volunteering at the VIC. 

 1 new Volunteer has been signed up.  This volunteer is also a new Council employee looking to 
become more involved in the community and learn more about what our region has to offer.  

 
SHIRE TOURISM STATISTICS – MAY 2019 
 
St George Visitor Information Centre 
There were 1407 visitors recorded for May 2019 through the Visitor Information Centre (VIC) in St George.  
This is an increase of 164 compared to May 2018. 
The following is a breakdown of the location of the visitors.  

o Local Shire    135  

o New South Wales   425  

o Victoria   165  

o Queensland    565  

o South Australia   40  

o Northern Territory   1  

o Australian Capital Territory 6   

o Western Australia   32   

o Tasmania   24  

o Overseas/International 14  

 
The VIC also received 116 tourism related phone enquiries, 5 Information Packs were sent out and 17 
email/internet tourism related enquiries were made during May. 
 
 
Visitor Numbers through Balonne Shire Visitor Information Centre 
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Dirranbandi RTC  
There were 380 visitors recorded for May 2019 through the Dirranbandi Rural Transaction Centre (RTC), when 
compared to 298 visitors in May 2018 this is an increase of 82 visitors through the RTC. 
The following is a breakdown of the location of the visitors.  

o Queensland:  143 

o New South Wales:  123  

o Victoria:   74 

o Other Australia:   34 

o Overseas:   6 
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COMMUNITY AND LIBRARIES 

  
Library Services – March 2019 

 
Total Monthly loans 

 
 
 

      

   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ICES3 
 

Page 401 of 445 20 June 2019 

 

 

  Total Monthly Membership 

   

   

 
Community Sponsorship, Donations and Grants – as at 30 May 2019 
 

As at 30 May 2019 Council has approved a total of 25 requests for assistance through the Community 
Donation, Sponsorship and Grants program totalling $17,435.37 (compared to this time last year of 24 
applications with the total value of $13,412.20).  
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Community Groups/Organisation Meeting Minutes 
 

 Dirranbandi RTC Minutes May 2019 

 Dirranbandi Progress Association Minutes April 2019 

 Thallon Progress Association Minutes May 2019  

 Southern Queensland Country Tourism Minutes April 2019 

 Regional Arts Service Networks Minutes May 2019 

 Border Regional Organisation of Councils (BROC) Minutes May 2019 
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Attachments 

1. Dirranbandi RTC Minutes May 2019 ⇩  
2. Dirranbandi Progress Association Minutes April 2019 ⇩  
3. Thallon Progress Association Minutes May2019 ⇩  
4. Southern Queensland Country Tourism Minutes April 2019 ⇩  
5. Regional Arts Services Networks Minutes May 2019 ⇩  
6. BROC Minutes May 2019 ⇩  
   

 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report - Rural Services and Compliance  

DATE: 10.06.19  

AGENDA REF: ICES4 

AUTHOR: Karl Hempstead - Manager Rural Services  
  

 

Executive Summary 

From the Manager of Rural Services and Compliance reporting on rural services, stock routes and compliance 
projects and operations for May 2019. 
 

 

Stock Route Travel & Agistment Permits  
 
A majority of the Shire has now had pasture assessments completed and indicators show that the North of the 
Shire has some percentage of decent pasture but the majority is suffering. After June movements are 
completed, applications will be assessed on a case by case basis in accordance with the Stock Route 
Management Act 2002. 
 
Below is a table that shows the number of Stock Route Travel and/or Grazing Permit applications that have 
been submitted for review. It gives an outline of the number of permits approved, declined or under review. A 
review of a Stock Route Travel or a Grazing Permit will take 5-7 business days to undertake, depending on the 
route chosen or the relevant reserve and facility inspections that are required to be undertaken.  
 

 
Number of 

Applications 
Received 

Number of 
Applications 

Under Review 

Number of Permits 
Approved 

Number of Decision 
Notices (Declined 

Applications) 

Stock Route Travel 
Permits 

6 2 2 1 

Stock Route 
Grazing Permits 

3 1 2 0 

TOTAL  9 3 4 1 

 
Baiting Campaigns 
 
Balonne Shire Council conducted their bi-annual on ground 1080 baiting campaign from Tuesday 7 to Friday 
10 May 2019. The response from landholders was down on previous years due to the ongoing drought, with 
just over 3000 kg of baited meat being dispersed by landholders throughout the Shire. The graph below shows 
what area of the Shire the majority of the baiting was undertaken.  
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BSC Officers and National Parks & Wildlife Services conducted aerial baiting in a fixed wing aeroplane at the 
‘Culgoa Flood Plain National Park’ on Wednesday 29 May 2019.  Aerial baiting was conducted to reduce feral 
pig numbers on Culgoa, Narkoola and Thrushton National Parks. Approximately 1,060kg of injected baits were 
distributed over the three national parks. 
 

    
Images above: Aerial baiting at Culgoa National Park. 

 
Pest Animals 
 
Balonne Shire Council Officers participated in a DAF workshop Tuesday, 28 May 2019 with Department of 
Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF) biologist Rod Cheetham. The workshop was to develop identification skills and 
impacts regarding Mozambique Tilapia, European Carp and Koi species. He also spent time updating skills 
regarding healthier rivers and native fish species of this region. 
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Images above: Fisheries training – Karl Hempstead, Kevin Fontaine, John Sykes, Di Francisco, Michelle Walters, QMDC 
rangers and presenter Rod Cheetham. 

 
QFPI Funded Project Update 
 
Officers and Helicopter contractor conducted the aerial baiting program under the QFPI funded project on 
Wednesday, 15 May 2019 with 19 properties participating from the Balonne Shire (North) and Maranoa 
Regional Council (South West). Estimated area covered during the aerial campaign was 250km with factory 
bait K-9s deployed by helicopter. Landholders have already mentioned that dog activity has reduced 
significantly on the Shire boundary since the aerial baiting was undertaken. 
 

    
Images above: Aerial baiting preparation and crew. 

 
Australian Feral Pest Management Service (AFPMS), conducted the Wild Dog Trapping Training on Thursday, 
30 May 2019 at the St George Showgrounds in collaboration with our adjoining Shires as per discussions with 
the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF). Mark Loosemore from AFPMS delivered the training to 19 
landholders who were pleased with the training outcomes and gave good assessments on the training 
delivered. 
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Images above: Mark Loosemore conducting trapping School. 

 
 
Pest Plants 
 
Spraying campaign on ‘Moombah’ was a success with the elimination of Harrisia cactus in affected area, 
Biosecurity Officers and our Rural Lands staff will monitor the site frequently to determine any regrowth. 
 
The Balonne Shire has begun to distribute the current publication of Weeds of Southern Queensland to 
landholders with distribution during the on ground 1080 baiting campaign and wild dog trapping school. The 
book is available from the manager of rural services or at the front counter of the Balonne Shire Council 
administration office. 

 
Image above:  Matilda of Glencoe receives the new edition of  
                       Weeds of Southern Queensland. 

 
QMDC rangers are continuing to spray the Dirranbandi-Hebel Road to eliminate mimosa and common pear, 
once this is completed they will move onto the Noondoo-Thallon Road under Main Roads funding – element 5. 
 
Monitoring of the Coral Cactus bio release is currently ongoing. 
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Wild Dog Scalp – Bounty  
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Town Commons and Firebreaks 

 Bollon town common fence being renewed. 

 St George stock pound operating normally 

 No stock on Thallon town common 

 Dirranbandi town common operating normally 

 Hebel town common operating normally 

 Mungindi town common operating normally 
 
 
Drought Communities Program (DCP) – Stock Route Works & Bollon Town Common. 

 

 Boomerang Dam project completed. 

 7 Mile Dam project completed.  

 Bollon Town Common fence work commenced Monday 3 June 2019. 
 

 
Animal Control & Senior Compliance Officer report. 

 The increase in daily patrols has received some positive feedback from members of the public who 
commented to John Sykes whilst on patrol which were “Good to see you getting around all the time” 
and other comments “About time Council’s dog vehicle is starting to be seen more often”. Extra patrols 
will be the norm to maintain high visual presence. 

 Parvo virus out break at dog pound – as a result one dog Euthanised and one dog vaccinated and 
recovered. Pound was decontaminated. 

 Extra Hygiene protocols put in place for entry and exit of dog pound. 

 Twelve dogs impounded of the reporting period. 

 Nine (9) for wandering 

 One (1) surrendered 

 Two (2) were euthanized 

 As of the 31 May 2019 1 dog waiting to be rehomed by Rescue group and two to be collected by 
owner. 

 Six (6) dogs returned to owners. 

 Three (3) kittens surrendered 

 Three (3) kittens rehomed. 
 

 

 

Attachments 

Nil 
   

 

Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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