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ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS 
1. Opening 

2. Council Prayer 

3. Attendance Expected attendance of this meeting is as follows:     

Councillors  Staff/Consultants  

Cr RW Marsh 
(Mayor) 

-Full Meeting Mr Matthew Magin (Chief Executive 
Officer) 

-Whole 
Meeting 

Cr RG Fuhrmeister -Full Meeting Mrs Michelle Clarke (Director Finance & 
Corporate Services) 

-Whole 
Meeting 

Cr FM Gaske -Full Meeting Mr Andrew Boardman (Director 
Infrastructure Services) 

-As required 
for IFS 

Cr SC O’Toole -Full Meeting Dr Digby Whyte (Director Environment & 
Regulatory Services) 

-As required 
for ERS 

Cr  RI  Paul -Full Meeting   

Cr SS Scriven -Full Meeting   

Cr ID Todd -Full Meeting   
 

 

 

 
 

4. Leave of Absence  

5. (COM) Confirmation of Minutes of the General Meeting held on 20 February, 2020.Confirmation of 
Minutes 

6. Declaration of Conflicts of Interest 

7. Deputations  Nil 

8. Councillor Reports 

9. Meeting Business by Corporate Function  

Office of the CEO 

Finance & Corporate Services  

Infrastructure Services  

Environment & Regulatory Services  

10. Confidential Items 

Office of the CEO  

Finance & Corporate Services  

Infrastructure Services  

Environment & Regulatory Services  

11. General Business 

12. Information Reports 

Office of the CEO 

Finance & Corporate Services  

Infrastructure Services  

Environment & Regulatory Services  
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MEETING BUSINESS BY CORPORATE FUNCTION  
 

(OCEO) OFFICE OF THE CEO 
ITEM TITLE SUB HEADING PAGE 

OCEO1 SPONSORSHIP REQUEST  
- ST GEORGE GOLF CLUB 

St George Golf Club have requested sponsorship from the 
Community Grants and Assistance Fund.  

4 

OCEO2 COMMUNITY GRANTS AND 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM - 
BOLLON POLOCROSSE 

Bollon Polocrosse Association has requested sponsorship from 
the community grants and assistance program.  

10 

OCEO3 SPONSORSHIP REQUEST - 
ST PATRICKS P & F 

St Patricks P&F have requested sponsorship to for five students 
to attend the Somerset Literacy Festival.  

14 

    



 

 

OCEO1 
 

Page 4 of 269 19 March 2020 

 

 

OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Sponsorship Request  - St George Golf Club 

DATE: 12.03.20  

AGENDA REF: OCEO1 

AUTHOR: Dani Kinnear - Community Development Officer  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

St George Golf Club have requested sponsorship from the Community Grants and Assistance Fund. 
 

Executive Summary 

Council has received a request for financial sponsorship from St George Golf Club for the 2020 Dragon Country 
Sandgreen Cup. 

Background 

St George Golf Club have requested sponsorship of $2,700 for the 2020 Dragon Country Sandgreen Cup to be 
held on the 29th-31st May 2020. 
 
This is an annual event and attracts players from within the Balonne Shire as well as from surrounding areas 
and interstate. This event showcases St George Golf Club’s facilities and encourages tourism by attracting 
visitors from outside of the Shire. In 2019, 300 rounds of golf were played.  
 
The sponsorship funds will go towards the locally produced emu egg trophies for the championship winners. In 
2018 Council provided St George Golf Club with sponsorship to the value of $4,200.  This sponsorship was 
funded through the Community Grants and Assistance program and the Community Events fund. In 2019, St 
George Golf Club was approved sponsorship of $4,200 from the Community Grants and Assistance program.  
 
Council has implemented a Tourism Events grants program that supports events with a tourism focus.  The club 
could potentially receive more funding through this program then the Community Grants and Assistance 
program.  
 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Healthy and active lifestyles 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Ross Brimblecombe – St George Golf Club 
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Legal Implications 

N/A 

Risk Implications 

Community Service - Inability to achieve Council’s vision and mission to deliver community services and meet 
current and future needs. 

Policy Implications 

Community Grants and Assistance policy. 
The applicant has stated in their application that this event is to encourage Tourism to the region, which would 
align with the objectives of the Tourism Event Grant program. The Community Grants and Assistance program 
objective is to support local community focused activities.  

Financial and Resource Implications 

The Community Grants and Assistance program has an approved annual budget of $20,000 for Community 
grants and Assistance.  Council has approved/allocated $15,580 of these funds leaving $4,420 remaining for 
future requests.  
 
St George Golf Club have requested $2,700 sponsorship towards their 2020 Dragon Country Sandgreen Cup.  
 
Due to this drought and tough economic conditions, local businesses are not able to sponsor or support local 
events, Council has seen an increase in the number of sponsorship requests and the amounts being requested. 
To ensure that as many community groups and organisations are support as possible, Council has had to (at 
times) approve a lesser amount then requested by the applicant.  
 
Considering all of this, Council does not have sufficient funds to support the full $2,700 sponsorship requested.  
It is recommended a lesser amount of $1,000 from the Community Grants and Assistance Program by approved. 
Council will then have $1,090 remaining for the rest of the financial year for the anticipated requests this financial 
year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Options or Alternatives 

1. That Council resolves not to sponsor St George Golf Club from the 2019/20 Dragon Country 
Sandgreen Cup and support them with a Tourism Events grant application.  
 

2. That Council resolves to Sponsor St George Golf club $1,000 for their 2020 Dragon Country Sandgreen 
Cup from the 2019/20 Community Grants and Assistance Budget. 
 

 
 

Annual Budget – Community Grants and Assistance  $20,000 

Less approved/allocated requests $15,580.00  

Less pending requests   

          Bollon Polocrosse $1,000.00  

St George Golf Club $1,000.00  

St Patricks School $1,330.00  

   

Total remaining  $1,090.00 
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Attachments 

1. Sponsorship request - St George Golf Club ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to Sponsor St George Golf club $1,000 for their 2020 Dragon Country Sandgreen Cup 
from the 2019/20 Community Grants and Assistance Budget. 

 
 

 

 
Mareea Lochel 
Community & Business Development Officer  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Community Grants and Assistance Program - Bollon Polocrosse 

DATE: 10.03.20  

AGENDA REF: OCEO2 

AUTHOR: Dani Kinnear - Community Development Officer  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Bollon Polocrosse Association has requested sponsorship from the community grants and assistance program. 
 

Executive Summary 

Council has received a request for financial support in the form of sponsorship from Bollon Polocrosse 
Association for their 2020 Bollon Polocrosse Carnival.   

Background 

Bollon Polocrosse Association have requested $2,000 in sponsorship towards the 2020 Bollon Polocrosse 
Carnival to be held on the 2nd and 3rd May 2020. It is a major event for the small town and is a popular family fun 
weekend with attendees from all over the State. 
 
This request is to cover the costs of having the Queensland Ambulance Service present during the weekend.  
 
In 2019 Council provided Bollon Polocrosse Association with a financial contribution of $200 towards their 
polocrosse carnival. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Healthy and active lifestyles 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Amy Brown – Bollon Polocrosse Association 

Legal Implications 

N/A 

Risk Implications 

Community Service - Inability to achieve Council’s vision and mission to deliver community services and meet 
current and future needs. 
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Policy Implications 

Community Grants and Assistance Policy 

Financial and Resource Implications 

The Community Grants and Assistance program has an approved annual budget of $20,000 for Community 
Grants and Assistance.  Council has approved/allocated $15,580 of these funds leaving $4,420 remaining for 
future requests for the 2019/20 financial year. 
 
Bollon Polocrosse Association has requested $2,000 sponsorship from the community grants and assistance 
program.  
 
Council has available funds however there are numerous sponsorship and assistance requests anticipated to 
be submitted from the community over the next few months. 
 
This financial year Council has observed an increase in the number and level of sponsorship/financial assistance 
requested from the community.  Anecdotal evidence indicates that is due to the ongoing drought and a 
depressed local economy.   This month Council has received three applications for sponsorship.  This report 
tables one of the three applications. 
 
Considering the above, Council has sufficient funds to support a $1,000 contribution from the 2019/20 
Community Grants and Assistance Fund.  
 
 
 

Options or Alternatives 
 

Attachments 

1. Request for Sponsorship - Bollon Polocrosse ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to sponsor Bollon Polocrosse with $1, 000 for their 2020 Polocrosse Carnival from the 
2019/20 Community grants and assistance program.  
 

 

 
Mareea Lochel 
Community & Business Development Officer  

 

Annual Budget – Community Grants and Assistance  $20,000 

Less approved/allocated requests $15,580.00  

Less pending requests   

          Bollon Polocrosse $1,000.00  

St George Golf Club $1,000.00  

St Patricks School $1,330.00  

   

Total remaining  $1,090.00 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Sponsorship Request - St Patricks P & F 

DATE: 10.03.20  

AGENDA REF: OCEO3 

AUTHOR: Dani Kinnear - Community Development Officer  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

St Patricks P&F have requested sponsorship to for five students to attend the Somerset Literacy Festival. 
 

Executive Summary 

Council has received a request for financial sponsorship from St Patricks P&F for the 2020 Somerset Literacy 
Festival. 

Background 

Council has received a request from St Patrick’s P & F for a donation towards the cost to send five selected year 
5 and 6 students to the 2020 Somerset Celebration of Literature.   This annual festival provides educational and 
cultural experiences to students to enhance their love of reading and writing.  The 2020 festival will be held on 
18th to the 20th March at the Somerset College, Mudgeeraba Gold Coast.   
 
Council has provided support to St Patrick’s for this event in 2017, 2018 and 2019. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Vibrant creative arts, music, local history and culture 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Jennifer Street – St Patricks School 

Legal Implications 

Not Applicable 

Risk Implications 

Community Service - Inability to achieve Council’s vision and mission to deliver community services and meet 
current and future needs. 
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Policy Implications 

Community Grants and Assistance Policy 

Financial and Resource Implications 

The Community Grants and Assistance program has an approved annual budget of $20,000 for Community 
grants and Assistance.  Council has approved/allocated $15,580 of these funds leaving $4,420 remaining for 
future requests for the 2019/20 financial year. 
 
St Patrick’s P & F has requested sponsorship of $1,330 to assist with the cost of attending this year’s Literacy 
Festival.  In 2017 through the Community Sponsorship, Donation and Grants program Council approved a 
donation of $1,084.00. In 2018 Council approved a donation of $1,000, and in 2019 Council approved $1,375 to 
assist St Patrick School with the cost of sending students to the festival.  
 
Council has sufficient funds to support St Patricks P & F with $1,330 from the 2019/20 Community Grants and 
assistance budget. 
 
 
 

Options or Alternatives 

Not Applicable 
 

Attachments 

1. Sponsorship Request from St Patricks P &F ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to approve the sponsorship of $1,330 to St Patricks P & F to send 5 students to the 
Somerset Literacy Festival from the 2019/20 Community Grants and Assistance Budget  

 
 

 
Mareea Lochel 
Community & Business Development Officer  

 

Annual Budget – Community Grants and Assistance  $20,000 

Less approved/allocated requests $15,580.00  

Less pending requests   

          Bollon Polocrosse $1,000.00  

St George Golf Club $1,000.00  

St Patricks School $1,330.00  

   

Total remaining  $1,090.00 
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(FCS) FINANCE AND CORPORATE SERVICES 
ITEM TITLE SUB HEADING PAGE 

FCS1 ICT STEERING 
COMMITTEE MINUTES 13 
FEBRUARY 2020 

Minutes of the ICT Steering Committee held 13 February 2020 20 

FCS2 AUDIT & RISK COMMITTEE 
18 FEBRUARY 2020 

Audit & Risk Committee minutes of 18 February 2020 25 

FCS3 MONTHLY FINANCIAL 
MANAGEMENT REPORT 
FEBRUARY 2020 

Monthly Financial Management Report as at 29 February 2020.  108 

FCS4 HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY Human Rights Policy 119 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: ICT Steering Committee Minutes 13 February 2020 

DATE: 06.03.20  

AGENDA REF: FCS1 

AUTHOR: Michelle Clarke - Director Finance & Corporate Services  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Minutes of the ICT Steering Committee held 13 February 2020 
 

Executive Summary 

The ICT Steering Committee met on 13 February 2020 and is presented for council to receive and note. 

Background 

The ICT Steering Committee considered: 
 

• ICT Strategy Progress report and work is progressing on a view of this strategy as the digital connectivity 
project across the shire improves options for connectivity. 

• Cybersecurity risk and an action plan to consider the risk and implement appropriate strategies to 
mitigate any threat to council’s information technology. 

• First draft of budget 2020/21 were considered and will be presented to council in future workshops and 
for final adoption on 25 June 2020. 

• Progress report on the new Enterprise Resource Planning system replacing council’s financial 
management system. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Infrastructure and Planning Digital connectivity for business and industry growth and social 
connectedness 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Queensland Audit Office 
Audit & Risk Committee 

Legal Implications 

Not applicable 
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Risk Implications 

Information Technology - Disruption to services, inefficiencies or breaches of Council’s obligations arising from 
system and infrastructure failures 

Policy Implications 

Not applicable 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Not applicable 

Options or Alternatives 

Not applicable 

 
 

Attachments 

1. ICT Steering Committee 13022020 ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves: 

1. to receive and note the ICT Steering Committee minutes and 
2. re-affirm with the external auditors and Queensland Audit Office that it has addressed the risks and 

provided the resources to progress the new enterprise resource planning system with a Go Live date 
15-20 May 2020. 

 
 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Audit & Risk Committee 18 February 2020 

DATE: 06.03.20  

AGENDA REF: FCS2 

AUTHOR: Michelle Clarke - Director Finance & Corporate Services  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Audit & Risk Committee minutes of 18 February 2020 
 

Executive Summary 

The Audit & Risk Committee met on 18 February 2020 and are presented for council to receive and note.  

Background 

The Audit & Risk Committee met on 18 February 2020 and considered the following: 
 

• Financial audit results of the Balonne Shire from 2015-16 through to 2018-19 

• Risk management progress report 

• Financial statements maturity model 

• External audit plan 

• Queensland Audit Office briefing paper 

• Terms of Reference for the Audit & Risk Committee (see attached) 

• Audit Progress report February 2020; and 

• Infrastructure Assets – proposed valuation and depreciation review work 

• Business continuity plan (see attached) 

• Cybersecurity risk including a proposal to implement the Australian cyber security centre’s essential 
eight mitigation strategies. 

• Internal Audit report including the Internal Audit Plan for 2020-21 
 
The Audit & Risk committee also considered financial delegations, ICT user permissions, asset sustainability 
ratios and internal controls surrounding creditor payments. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Governance Financial management for long-term sustainability 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Queensland Audit Officer 
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Prosperity Advisors (external auditors) 
Arabon Audit & Assurance (internal auditors) 
Senior Leadership Group 

Legal Implications 

S210 Local Government Regulations 2012 – The Audit Committee is required to review the auditor-general’s 
report and auditor-general’s observation report about the local government’s financial statements for the 
preceding financial year.  The External Audit Plan is the first step in this process and must be signed off by 28 
February 2020. 

Risk Implications 

Financial Impact - Inability to achieve financial sustainability and meet current and future needs of the 
community. 

Policy Implications 

The report recommends adoption of the Business Continuity Plan, revised Terms of Reference for the Audit & 
Risk Committee and adoption of the eight mitigation strategies for cyber security. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Nil 

Options or Alternatives 

Nil 
 

Attachments 

1. Minutes Audit Committee 18022020 ⇩  
2. Amended Terms of Reference V2 19032020 ⇩  
3. BCP Final 18022020_MC.pdf ⇩  

4. 2020 ACTION PLAN-Financial Statements11022020.pdf ⇩  
5. 20200218_FINAL External Audit Plan.pdf ⇩  
6. Amended Internal Audit Plan ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to receive and adopt the Audit & Risk Committee minutes including: 

a. the amended Audit & Risk Committee’s Terms of Reference, as attached 
b. the Business Continuity Plan 2020, as attached 
c. the financial statements action plan for 2019/20, as attached 
d. the External Audit Plan 2019/20, as attached 
e. the amended Internal Audit Plan 2019/20 – 2020/21, as attached 

 
 

 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Financial Management Report February 2020 

DATE: 09.03.20  

AGENDA REF: FCS3 

AUTHOR: Tracey Lee - Manager Finance Services  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Monthly Financial Management Report as at 29 February 2020. 
 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Governance Financial management for long-term sustainability 

Risk Implications 

Financial Impact - Inability to achieve financial sustainability and meet current and future needs of the 
community. 

 
 

Attachments 

1. Monthly Finance Report February 2020.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That the monthly Financial Management Report for the period ending 31 January 2020, as attached, be 
received and noted. 

 
 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Human Rights Policy 

DATE: 12.03.20  

AGENDA REF: FCS4 

AUTHOR: Kimi Waterson - Administration Officer - Governance  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Human Rights Policy 
 

Executive Summary 

The Human Rights Policy, pursuant to the Queensland Human Rights Act 2019, has been developed to ensure 
proper consideration is given to human rights in all actions and decisions made by Council. This policy is to 
provide key information on the Human Rights Act 2019, how human rights are relevant in the work environment 
and what obligations public entities have under the act. 

Background 

The Queensland Human Rights Act 2019 commenced 1 January 2020.  The Act contains 23 distinct human 
rights that the Queensland Parliament specifically seeks to protect and promote. 

Public entities must uphold these rights when they make decisions, create laws, set policies and provide 
services. 

The main objectives of the Act are: 

(a) To protect and promote human rights; and 

(b) To help build a culture in the Queensland public sector that respects and promotes human rights; and 

(c) To help promote a dialogue about the nature, meaning and scope of human rights. 

The intended outcomes of this policy include: 

• Ensuring Council upholds its obligations under the Human Rights Act 2019 as a public entity. 

• Acknowledging the value of the Human Rights Act 2019 and the importance of promoting a human rights 
culture within the organisation. 

• Establishing an understanding of the 23 human rights that are protected in the Act, to ensure proper 
consideration is given to human rights when actions and decisions are made by Council and when 
elected members and employees are carrying out their duties and responsibilities. 

• Promoting a human rights culture within the organisation. 

• Maintaining high standards of behaviour and sound ethical judgement that is at all times compliant with 
the Act and respectful of human rights. 

• Building a strong capacity to effectively assess, consider, respond and resolve human rights complaints. 
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This policy applies to all elected members, employees and consultants. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Governance High levels of accountability and compliance 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Queensland Human Rights Commission 
Local Government Association of Queensland 
Senior Leadership Group (SLG) 

Legal Implications 

The Policy supports compliance with legislative requirements. 

Risk Implications 

Reputation - Inadequate engagement and assessment of the impact of external and internal stakeholders on 
our community, viability and productive capacity. 

Policy Implications 

Upon adoption, the Policy will be displayed on Council’s website, and training provided to staff. Current policies 
and procedures will be reviewed to see whether they need to be updated to deal with the issue of compatibility 
with human rights.  It will also be referred to HR to ensure it is included in staff inductions and annual re-
inductions and the code of conduct. A review of Council’s complaints handling processes will be required to 
incorporate mechanisms for responding to complaints lodged with Council under the Act. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Provision of training to Councillors and employees regarding what are human rights and the obligations applying 
to public entities under the Act. Establishment of resources, such as promotional posters, factsheets, and 
brochures, that assist with promoting human rights compliance across the organisation. Provision of adequate 
information to the public about human rights and what avenues are available for human rights complaints.  

Options or Alternatives 

Nil 

Attachments 

1. 2020.03.09 - Human Rights Policy Draft.pdf ⇩  
   

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to adopt the attached Human Rights Policy to ensure compliance with the Queensland 
Human Rights Act 2019 and to ensure Council upholds its obligations, as a public entity, under Act. 
 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Klinge Lane - Proposal for a Shared Zone  

DATE: 09.03.20  

AGENDA REF: IFS1 

AUTHOR: Brenton Judge - Manager Transport and Drainage  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Klinge Lane – Proposal for a Shared Zone 
 

Executive Summary 

Balonne Shire Council has reviewed the Klinge Lane speed environment and the number of users (pedestrians 
and vehicles) that use the area. The site serves as access to the Council, the St George Primary School and 
the Heart of Australia Truck. The road has numerous community members egressing the site and the Council 
recommendation is to implement a shared speed zone, for the safety of the community.  

Background 

Klinge Lane has been identified by Balonne Shire to be a safety hazard. The lane predominately serves as a 
carpark adjacent to the Balonne Shire Council and opposite the St George Primary School, the lane often hosts 
the Heart of Australia Truck and experiences a high number of pedestrian traffic on the lane in addition to vehicle 
traffic. The current residential speed limit is 50km/hr which has been identified to be too fast for this shared 
environment. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Infrastructure and Planning Safe, efficient and connected transport networks 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Director of Infrastructure Services 

Legal Implications 

Revised enforceable speed limit on the parking section of Klinge Lane  

Risk Implications 

Reputation - Inadequate engagement and assessment of the impact of external and internal stakeholders on 
our community, viability and productive capacity. 
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Policy Implications 

Speed Limit Review must be submitted to the local Speed Management Committee (SMC) for endorsement 

Financial and Resource Implications 

$10,000 for installation of Shared Traffic Zone in accordance with MUTCD Part 4 

Options or Alternatives 

The alternative option that exists is to reduce the speed limit to 40km/hr. This option doesn’t provide the option 
for pedestrians and vehicles to share the road. 
 
 

Attachments 

1. Shared Zone - Klinge Lane ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to host a Speed Management Committee meeting to endorse a speed review of Klinge 
Lane to make the environment a Shared Zone. 
 

 

 
Andrew Boardman 
Director Infrastructure Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: MCU 176 - Development Application for Material Change of Use - "Tourist Park" 

DATE: 12.03.20  

AGENDA REF: ERS1 

AUTHOR: Michelle Walters - Administration Officer  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

MCU 176 development application for material change of use – “Tourist Park” 
 

Executive Summary 

Council has received a properly made development application from Riversands Vineyards PL C/- David Blacket, 
for a Material Change of Use – "Tourist Park" (Caravan Park – Fifteen (15) Self-contained RV Accommodation 
Sites) MCU 176 - Development Application for Material Change of Use - "Tourist Park", properly described as 
Lot 20 on RP806119 and Lot 1 on BEL531. 
 
The development application is subject to code assessment and must be assessed against the assessment 
benchmarks (to the extent relevant) provided by Section 45 of the Planning Act 2016 and any matters prescribed 
by regulation. The Development Assessment Rules set out the procedural requirements that Council must follow 
in the development assessment process.  
 
The application is generally consistent with the assessment benchmarks provided by the Balonne Shire Planning 
Scheme 2019 and any perceived conflict with the assessment benchmarks can be addressed by way of 
conditions of development approval and having regard to the relevant matters.  

Background 

Applicant: Riversands Vineyards PL C/- David Blacket 

Owner of Land: Riversands Vineyards Pty Ltd (TTE) 

Land description: Lot 20 on RP806119 and Lot 1 on BEL531 

Lot area: Lot 20: 6.01ha  

Lot 1: 18.21ha  

Zone/ Precinct:  Rural Zone 

Overlays: Flood Hazard Overlay 

Proposal:  Material Change of Use – "Tourist Park" (Caravan Park - Fifteen (15) 
Self-contained RV Accommodation Sites) 

Proposal Assessment category:  Code Assessment 

Properly made date:  7 February 2020 
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PROPOSAL 
 
The application seeks approval for a Material Change of Use – "Tourist Park" (Caravan Park - Fifteen (15) Self-
contained RV Accommodation Sites) to be located at 53-71 Whytes Road, St George QLD 4487, properly 
described as Lot 20 on RP806119 and Lot 1 on BEL531. The site is currently used as a vineyard and winery 
and is more commonly known as Riversands Vineyards or Riversands Wines. 
 
It is proposed that an existing underutilised area of vineyard (approximately 4,350m2), which is located along 
the western property boundary and directly adjacent to the Balonne River, would be set aside as a dedicated 
area for fully self-contained Recreational Vehicles (RVs). The maximum number able to use this area will be 
restricted to 15 vehicles per night, and for a maximum stay of three (3) consecutive nights.   
 
No clearing of existing vegetation is proposed nor any alterations to the existing landscape. Amenities and 
infrastructure will not be provided for use by caravan park visitors. The caravan park will be marketed to fully 
self-contained RV’s only and is intended to support the existing primary use of the premises as a vineyard.  The 
proposed use is ancillary to the existing vineyard and there will be no changes to existing vineyard operations 
as a result of the proposed RV parking.  
 
It expected that the busiest time of the year for the use of the caravan park will be during peak tourist season 
running from April through to September, being the end of peak season for the vineyard operations (grape 
picking time). 
 
RVs will have access to the site via the existing gravel driveway from Whytes Road.  No visitor amenities are 
proposed to be constructed as part of the proposed development.  
 
Characteristics of the site: 
 
The development site is located in the Rural Zone of the Balonne Shire Planning Scheme 2019 and is located 
approximately 3km south of township of St George. Access to site is gained via an existing gravel driveway from 
Whytes Road. 
 
The subject site consists of two rural land parcels comprising a total area of 24.22ha. The site is currently 
occupied by a vineyard and large outbuilding (associated with the vineyard) which includes a wine cellar door 
/shop.  
 
The site adjoins the Balonne River to the west and other rural zone/agricultural activities to the south, north and 
east.  
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Figure 1: Site Locality                                       Source: QLD Globe 

 

  
Figure 2: Zoning Map: Rural Zone      Source: Balonne Shire Online Mapping 

 
Areas of the subject site are identified as susceptible to flooding on the Planning Scheme Map B3D - St George 
Flood Hazard Map and Planning Scheme Map St George Flood Hazard, 11.5m (gauge g043053) flood event. 
An assessment of the development proposal against the Flood Hazard Overlay Code is provided later in the 
report.  
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Figure 3: St George Flood Hazard MapB3d                                                               Source: Balonne Planning Scheme 2019 

 

 
Figure 4: St George 11.5m (gauge g043053) Flood Event                    Source: Balonne Shire Planning Scheme 2019 
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ASSESSMENT 
 
The proposal constitutes a Material change of use as defined in the Planning Act 2016 (being the start of a new 
use of the premises).  
 
The proposed use is defined as a “Tourist Park” in the Balonne Shire Planning Scheme 2019 (the Planning 
Scheme): 
 
Tourist Park: Means premises used to provide for accommodation in caravans, self-contained cabins, tents 
and similar structures for the public for short term holiday purposes.  
 
The use may include, where ancillary, a manager’s residence and office, kiosk, amenity buildings, food and drink 
outlet, or the provision of recreation facilities for the use of occupants of the tourist park and their visitors, and 
accommodation for staff. 

Examples include: Camping ground, caravan park, holiday cabins 
 
The proposed use requires a development permit to be issued by Council prior to the commencement of use.    
 
A code assessable application is an assessment that must be carried out against the Assessment benchmarks 
prescribed by the Planning Regulation 2017, in this case being;  
 

• the Maranoa-Balonne Regional Plan and Darling Downs Regional Plan;  

• the State Planning Policy; and 

• the Balonne Shire Planning Scheme. 
 
Assessment Benchmarks 
 

Maranoa-Balonne Regional Plan 
 
The Maranoa-Balonne Regional Plan is a statutory planning instrument intended to assist in managing change 
and shaping the prospects of rural communities in the Maranoa and Balonne regional council areas.  The 
proposed development is consistent with the desired regional outcomes of the plan.  By increasing and 
diversifying accommodation options in the largest urban centre of the region, the development will support local 
tourism and contribute to the local economy. 

 
Darling Downs Regional Plan  

 
The Darling Downs Regional Plan was adopted in October 2013 and covers the local government areas of 
Balonne, Goondiwindi, Maranoa, Southern Downs, Toowoomba and Western Downs.  
 
The intent of the Darling Downs Regional Plan is to provide direction to resolve competing state interests relating 
to the agricultural and resources sectors, and to enable the growth potential of the region’s towns. It seeks to 
maximise opportunities for co-existence of resources and agricultural land uses.  
 
The proposed development maintains the intent of the Darling Downs Regional Plan because it will promote and 
continue to support the regions agricultural industry without compromising the productive use of key mining 
resources.  
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State Planning Policy 
 
A development application must be considered against the State Planning Policies to the extent they have not 
been appropriately integrated within, or are inconsistent with, the Balonne Shire Planning Scheme. As the 
Balonne Shire Planning Scheme appropriately integrates all relevant aspects of the State Planning Policy, a 
separate assessment of the application against this planning instrument is not required.  

 
Balonne Shire Planning Scheme 2019  

 
The relevant sections of the Balonne Shire Planning Scheme 2019 are: 
 

• Part 4   Local Government Infrastructure Plan 

• Part 5   Tables of assessment 

• Part 6   Zones 

o Part 6.2.5  Rural zone code 

• Part 7   Development Codes 

o Part 7.3.1 General development code 

o Part 7.4.3   Flood hazard overlay code 

 
Part 4 - Local Government Infrastructure Plan 
 
The Balonne Shire Council does not have a Local Government Infrastructure Plan for infrastructure charging. 
 
Part 5 - Tables of assessment 
 
The Tables of Assessment identify the category of development, the category of assessment and the 
assessment benchmarks for assessable development in the planning scheme area. The Tables of Assessment 
identify the level of assessment for the proposed use in the proposed location as “Code Assessment.” 
 
Part 6 - Zones 
 
Zones organise the planning scheme area in a way that facilitates the location of preferred or acceptable land 
uses. The subject site is located in the Rural Zone.  
 
Part 6.2.5 Rural Zone Code 
 
The purpose of the rural zone code is to:  

(a) primarily accommodate grazing and value-adding rural uses (such as cropping) where they do not conflict 
with petroleum leases or facilities or stock routes.  

(b) ensure the productive capacity of agricultural and associated rural industries that rely on Important 
Agricultural Areas (IAA) land and identified as IAA as shown on SPP mapping – Economic Growth, 
Agriculture is maximised and maintained while protecting biodiversity values including MSES and also 
allowing for farm diversification and value adding industries to occur in the rural area. 

(c) maintain the character and amenity of the rural and natural environment. 

(d) encourage tourism development where it can value-add to the viability of rural enterprises, does not 
diminish biodiversity values including MSES and avoids impacts of flooding and bushfire. 

https://spp.dsdip.esriaustraliaonline.com.au/geoviewer/map/planmaking
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(e) ensure that the stock route network is maintained and protected from inappropriate or incompatible 
development. 

(f) ensure development protects extractive resources development from reverse amenity impacts resulting 
from existing and proposed rural uses and, also protects new rural uses from impacts of existing or future 
extractive industries by maintaining separation distances or buffers.  

(g) ensure development does not obstruct the safe and efficient operation of pipelines. 

(h) enables the development and supply of renewable energy such as solar farms, geothermal energy, 
bioenergy, hydropower and wind at the regional, local and individual scale in appropriate locations. 

 
The purpose of the code will be achieved through the following outcomes: 

(a) the zone primarily accommodates grazing and value-adding rural uses where they do not conflict with 
petroleum leases or facilities or stock routes. 

(b) new small-scale tourist developments are accommodated where they: 

i are associated with and do not threaten the viability of existing rural uses.  

ii assist with maintaining the viability of existing rural production enterprises.  

iii support and add to the quality of experiences on the Adventure Way and Great Inland Way. 

iv protect extractive resources of local and state significance and operating extractive industry from 
encroachment by incompatible uses. 

(c) new extractive industries are established only where they do not impact on the viability of existing 
agricultural, residential and tourist uses. 

(d) biodiversity values and ecological connectivity associated with MSES are protected and maintained. 

(e) development is serviced with infrastructure including formal road access, and is appropriate for the level of 
risk associated with any flood and bushfire hazard. 

 
The proposed development complies with the Purpose and Outcomes of the Rural Zone because; 

• The area of land proposed for the tourist park (caravan park) represents a small percentage of the site 
(approximately 4,350m2) in comparison to the overall land area of 24.22ha and therefore will not threaten 
the viability of existing rural activities onsite. 

• The proposed development will support onsite farm diversification and value-add to the viability the 
existing vineyard operations onsite. 

• The proposed development will not adversely impact on the subject property which is identified as an 
Important Agricultural Area and is not located near a stock route network. 

• Clearing of existing vegetation is not proposed and no permanent buildings or infrastructure will be 
constructed as part of the development.  Therefore existing biodiversity values (MSES vegetation) and 
ecological connectively, character and the amenity of the rural and natural environment will be maintained. 

• The site has an existing formed gravel vehicle access which is considered appropriate to service the 
proposed use. 

• The proposed development will support and add to the quality of experiences on the Adventure Way and 
Great Inland Way. 

• Conditions of development approval can imposed to ensure adequate onsite water supply is provided for 
fire-fighting purposes.  

• Flood impacts will be avoided as; 
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o No permanent infrastructure/buildings will be constructed onsite; 

o Conditions of the development approval will require the operator to evacuate visitors at the site in 

accordance with the Local Disaster Management Group orders during a significant flood event; 

o No tent camping will be permitted; and  

o The busiest time for the caravan park will typically be outside of the wet season therefore posing 

minimal risk to visitors staying onsite. 
 

The Code’s relevant Performance Criteria are shown below, in order to more easily view structured and detailed 
consideration of relevant issues— 

Performance outcomes Response 

For assessable development 

PO1 
Proposed uses established in the Rural zone do not 
conflict with existing rural land uses or the 
biodiversity (including MSES), scenic and 
community values of the area.   

✓  
The proposed use will be subordinate to the existing 
use and will not detract from the vineyard operations 
onsite. 
 
No clearing of existing vegetation is proposed, nor will 
any permanent infrastructure be constructed in the 
MSES, therefore the scenic and existing landscape 
values of the site will be maintained.   

PO2 
Uses established in the Rural zone do not conflict 
with: 

(a) petroleum infrastructure that occurs on 
petroleum leases or under petroleum facility 
licences and pipeline licences. 

(b) the function of stock routes. 

(c) mining leases and claims. 

✓  

The subject site does not contain any petroleum 
pipeline infrastructure or adjoin a stock route. 
 
Although the subject site is within a priority 
agricultural area, the proposed development is not for 
a resource activity and therefore does not conflict with 
the Regional Planning Interests Act.  

PO3 
Tourist uses that support the primary rural uses on 
the site are limited in scale and do not threaten the 
viability of traditional rural uses. 

✓  
The existing rural uses onsite will not be threatened 
by the development as; 

• The area of land proposed for the tourist park 
(caravan park) represents a small percentage of 
the site (approximately 4,350m2) in comparison to 
the overall land area being 24.22ha;  

• The site area designated for the Tourist park is 
currently underutilised in the vineyard operation; 
and  

• The number of tourist sites will be capped at 
fifteen per vehicles per night.  
 

The proposed development will support the existing 
rural activities onsite by encouraging more visitors to 
the vineyard/cellar door shop front and the wider 
Balonne region.  
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PO4 
Extractive industry is adequately separated from 
sensitive land uses to minimise potential for nuisance 
or complaint. 

Not applicable. The proposed development is not for 
an extractive industry. 

PO5  
Development is connected to an appropriate level of 
infrastructure services. 
 

✓  
The proposed development will utilise the existing 
gravel access to the property from Whytes Road 
which is considered appropriate for the proposed use. 
 
The subject site does not have access to reticulated 
water and sewerage supply networks.  
 
The proposed development does not make provisions 
for access/connections to onsite water supply 
systems or wastewater disposal systems and 
electricity. The proposed development is being 
marketed to fully self-contained RV accommodation 
which have amenities contained within the vehicles. 
 
If the application is to be approved by Council, 
conditions of the development approval will impose; 

• A requirement for providing adequate onsite water 
supply water for fire-fighting purposes; 

• No discharge of blackwater onsite; and 

• Grey water (from sinks and showers) to be 
contained within the property boundaries and not 
discharged to the adjacent river. 

PO6 
Development is located to protect sensitive land uses 
from the impacts of previous activities that may cause 
risk to people or property including land containing 
former mining activities and hazards e.g. disused 
underground mines, tunnels and shafts. 
Note: A geotechnical assessment report prepared by a suitably 
qualified and experienced person will assist in demonstrating the 
achievement of the performance outcome where a possible risk 
from former mining activities is identified through local knowledge, 
a pre-development ground inspection, Schedule 4 – Online 
Mapping Resources – Mines Online Maps, or other sources. 

Not applicable. The subject site is not known to have 
disused underground mines, tunnels and shafts that 
could pose risks to visitors staying on the site. 

PO7 
Renewable energy facilities are located and designed 
to avoid adverse impacts on sensitive uses including 
impacts on privacy, safety, noise, odour and fumes 
by lighting and traffic generation. 

Not applicable. The proposed development is not for 
a renewable energy facility. 

 
Part 7 – Development codes 
 
Development codes are codes for assessment where identified as an applicable code in Part 5 – Tables of 
Assessment. The following use code is applicable for the proposed development: 
 
Part 7.3.1 General development code 
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This code applies to assessing a material change of use for all development if identified in the Tables of 
Assessment.  
 
The purpose of the General development code is to ensure that development in the Shire is located, designed 
and managed in a safe and efficient manner. 
 
The purpose of the code will be achieved through the following overall outcomes: 

(a) Development is located to protect and enhance matters of national, state and local environmental 
significance, landscape values and ecological connectivity. 

(b) Development has a safe and efficient site layout. 

(c) Development does not detract from the Shire’s unique building design, is complementary to the scale 
of neighbouring uses, and contributes to the character of the street and the locality.  

(d) Development on local heritage places:  

i. does not result in the demolition or removal of a local heritage place, unless there is no practical 
reason and feasible alternative. 

ii. conserves the physical features, fabric and contents that contribute to the cultural 
heritage significance of the local heritage place. 

iii. safeguards archaeology and archaeological potential, and ensures they are 
appropriately investigated and artefacts appropriately managed. 

(e) An appropriate level of servicing and infrastructure is provided to new development and is connected 
to BSC’s infrastructure where available. 

(f) The site layout protects adjoining amenity, allows access around the building, allows sufficient areas 
for parking and manoeuvring on the site and safe and efficient access and egress. 

(g) Assets of the BSC are protected. 

(h) Any planned earthworks ensure that existing drainage regimes are maintained. 

(i) Development does not conflict with the ongoing efficient and safe use of the stock route network by 
travelling stock. 

(j) Development does not inhibit the safe and efficient operation of pipelines.  
 
The proposed development complies with the Purpose and Outcomes of the General Development Code 
because;  

• The proposed development will not impact on matters of national, state and local environmental 
significance, landscape values and ecological connectivity. 

• The proposed development site is not located in the near vicinity of a local heritage place. 

• The proposed development will not detract from the shire’s unique building design and does not involve 
any permanent buildings or works that would adversely impact on the existing character and streetscape 
of the immediate area. 

• The development site is located outside of Council’s reticulated service areas and only self-contained 
accommodation vehicles will be accepted at the site and as a result the use will not require connections 
to reticulated services. 

• The development site provides suitable access to a formed road that will be maintained to service the 
proposed use. 
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• The proposed development will be contained within a designated area of the overall site which will allow 
sufficient room for vehicle access and parking. The subject site is a large rural holding which will facilitate 
manoeuvring on the site and safe and efficient access and egress. 

• The proposed development will have no impacts on the shire stock route network and will be limited in 
capacity therefore not causing any significant increase in the use of Council’s local road network (Whytes 
Road). 

• The proposed development has been designed and sited to create a safe and efficient site layout. 
 
The Code’s relevant Performance Criteria are shown below, in order to more easily view structured and detailed 
consideration of relevant issues— 

Performance outcomes Acceptable outcomes 

Site Layout 

PO1 
The size and bulk of new buildings 
associated with development maintains and 
enhances the intended local character of the 
zone by avoiding over-development of the 
site, and allowing for development at a 
consistent scale, siting and intensity to 
nearby development. 

✓  
The area of land proposed for the tourist park (caravan park) 
represents a small percentage of the site approximately 
4,350m2, equating to less than 2% site coverage.  
 
The proposed development does not involve construction of 
permanent buildings or infrastructure and the number of 
tourist vehicles permitted at the site at any one time will be 
capped at fifteen vehicles per night. The proposed 
development will not result in over-development of the site 
and will maintain the intended character of the zone and not 
interfere with existing operations onsite. 

PO2 
Landscaping is provided to enhance the 
visual appeal of the development and soften 
the appearance of the built form.  The 
majority of landscaping is to be undertaken 
on the principal street frontage of the 
development. 

✓  
The existing landscaping will be retained which will enhance 
the visual appeal of the proposed development for visitors to 
enjoy the natural surroundings while staying at the site. 
 

Building Design 

PO3 
New development maintains the low-rise 
scale and character of the Shire.  

Not applicable. The proposed development does not 
propose any buildings.  

PO4 
New buildings or structures present a 
traditional façade to the street.  

Not applicable. The proposed development does not 
propose any buildings. 

PO5 
Development is generally in accordance 
with existing setbacks within the locality. 

Not applicable. The proposed development does not propose 
any buildings. 

Dual Occupancies and Multiple Dwellings 

PO6 
The design, appearance and form of 
development for Dual Occupancy or a 
Multiple Dwelling reflects a high standard and 
permanent form of accommodation that 

Not applicable. The proposed development is not for dual 
occupancies and multiple dwellings 
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complements the character of existing 
residential development in the Shire. 
Editor’s note— Dwellings having the appearance of 
relocatable dwellings or other temporary structures are 
discouraged and unlikely to meet this performance 
outcome. However, this provision is not intended to 
preclude creative or adaptive building design outcomes 
where exhibiting strong architectural merit and visual 
appeal.  

PO7 
Building scale, form and site layout is 
consistent with existing prevalent residential 
architectural features and site layouts (e.g. 
location of building at the front of the lot, 
parking at the side or rear of dwellings, one 
larger building rather than multiple small 
buildings). 
Editor’s note— Dwellings having the appearance of 
relocatable dwellings or other temporary structures are 
generally discouraged and unlikely to meet the 
performance outcome. However, this provision is not 
intended to preclude creative or adaptive building 
design outcomes where exhibiting strong architectural 
merit and visual appeal. 

PO8 
Landscaping is provided for site presentation 
privacy and shade. 

Ancillary Uses 

PO9 
Other than where located in the Rural zone, 
buildings and structures for ancillary uses 
and activities such as sheds are subordinate 
in use and size to the primary use of the 
premises. 

Not applicable. No buildings are proposed as part of the 

development. 

Access, manoeuvring and parking 

PO10 
The proposed development accommodates 
sufficient car parking on site. 

✓  
The proposed use will be contained within a designated are 
of the site approximately 4,350m2 in size, which will allow 
sufficient room for vehicle parking. 

PO11 
The proposed driveway is clear of all 
impediments.  

✓  
The proposed development will utilise the existing gravel 
access to the property from Whytes Road which is considered 
appropriate for the proposed use.  
 
The proposed development will not create a significant 
increase in traffic numbers on the Whytes Road as the 
number of tourist sites will be capped at 15 vehicles per night 
and the use is seasonal and therefore is not expected to 
operate at full capacity year-round. 

PO12 
The location of driveways does not create a 
danger to the safety and efficiency of existing 
intersections.  

PO13 
Access to, from and within the site: 

• is adequate for the type and volume of 
traffic generated by the use. 

• does not adversely impact on the traffic 
network external to the site. 

• caters for safe pedestrian access. 
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• provides for disabled access. 

Infrastructure and Services  

PO14 
The development is supplied with an 
appropriate level of infrastructure to support 
the intended use. 

✓  
The propose development does not propose any 
telecommunications and electricity supplies to be accessed 
by the visitors staying at the site as the RV’s are fully self-
contained which generally will be powered by small generator 
or solar. 

PO15 
All development has an adequate supply of 
potable water and can provide for appropriate 
treatment and disposal of effluent and other 
wastewater. 
Note: If the development is not connected to a 
reticulated water supply network, there is no guarantee 
of reliability or availability of water from watercourses, 
overland flow or underground water for new non-stock 
and domestic development across the Balonne Shire. 
This is because access to water is subject to the 
limitations and appropriate authorisation under the 
Water Act 2000. 

✓  
The proposed development does not make provisions for 
access/connections to onsite water supply as the proposed 
development is being marketed to fully self-contained RV 
accommodation which have water tanks contained within the 
vehicles for amenities. 
 
If the application is to be approved by Council, conditions of 
the development approval will require the development to 
provide adequate onsite water supply water for fire-fighting 
purposes. 

PO16 
Stormwater is collected and discharged to 
ensure no impacts on adjoining landowners, 
BSC or State infrastructure while also 
ensuring environmental values of waters in 
the Shire are maintained. 

✓  
As result of the proposed development, it is unlikely there 
will be any increase in stormwater runoff as there is no 
increase in impervious areas proposed.  Due to the nature of 
the development involving only temporary accommodation 
vehicles, it will not be operational during periods of 
significant rain or major wet weather events. 

PO17 
Wastewater discharge to a waterway is 
avoided or managed in a way that maintains 
ecological processes, riparian vegetation, 
waterway integrity, and downstream 
ecosystem health.  
 

✓  
Wastewater from the development is expected to be minimal 
being only from the RV showers and sinks which can be 
discharged onto the ground. As result of the discharge of this 
wastewater it is unlikely to have an impact onto the eco 
system. 
 
If the application is to be approved by Council, conditions of 
the development approval will impose requirements for; 

• No discharge of blackwater onsite; and  

• Grey water (from sinks and showers) discharge to be 
contained within the property boundaries and not 
discharged/directed into any waterways.  

BSC assets 

PO18 
Structures and buildings do not adversely 
impact on BSC infrastructure.  

Not applicable. No structures or buildings, invert crossing(s) 
or new driveways are proposed as part of the development.  
 

Development location in a Bushfire Hazard Area 
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PO19 
A vulnerable use is not established or 
materially intensified where there are 
unacceptable risks to people or property from 
a Bushfire Hazard. 

Not applicable. The proposed development is not for a 
vulnerable use. 

PO20 
Emergency services and uses providing 
community support services are able to 
function effectively during and immediately 
after a bushfire hazard event. 

Not applicable. The proposed development does not involve 
emergency services and uses providing community support 
services.  

PO21 
Development involving hazardous materials 
manufactured or stored in bulk is not located 
in bushfire prone area.  

Not applicable. The proposed development does not involve 
hazardous materials.   

PO22 
Development in a bushfire prone area as 
identified on SPP mapping – Safety and 
Resilience to Hazards, Bushfire prone area 
makes adequate provision of water supply for 
fire-fighting requirements. 

✓  
The subject site is located within the Potential Impact Buffer 
and contains small scattered areas of Medium to High 
Potential Bushfire Intensity under the State Planning Policy.  
However, the site has direct access to local road network and 
conditions of the development approval will require adequate 
onsite water supply for fire-fighting requirements.  The 
development proposes to cater for self-contained RVs only 
and does not include any permanent buildings.  This type of 
vehicle should allow for visitors to relocate from the site 
quickly and easily if required. 

Development located in a Flood Hazard Area – Reconfiguring a Lot 

PO23 
Development located within areas 
containing a flood hazard (as identified in 
Schedule 4 – Flood hazard overlay map) 
responds to flooding potential and maintains 
personal safety at all times, with regard to 
siting and layout. 

Not applicable. The proposed development is not for a 
reconfiguring a lot. 

PO24 
Development involving essential community 
infrastructure remains functional to meet 
community needs during and after flood 
events. 

Not applicable. The proposed development does not involve 
essential community infrastructure. 

Stock Route Network 

PO25 
Development on or lots fronting the stock 
route network SPP mapping – Economic 
Growth, Agriculture, Stock Route Network 
does not compromise the connectivity and 
integrity of the network and protects ongoing, 
efficient and safe use by travelling stock by: 

Not applicable. The subject site does not adjoin a stock route 
network. 

https://spp.dsdip.esriaustraliaonline.com.au/geoviewer/map/planmaking
https://spp.dsdip.esriaustraliaonline.com.au/geoviewer/map/planmaking
https://spp.dsdip.esriaustraliaonline.com.au/geoviewer/map/planmaking
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• maintaining the extent of the stock 
route network. 

• maintaining access to watering 
facilities and other stock route 
infrastructure. 

• providing safe passage of stock 
traversing the stock route. 

• allowing practical solutions for stock to 
move across transport and other linear 
infrastructure safely. 

PO26 
Development does not result in 
encroachment by incompatible land uses 
(especially residential, sensitive commercial 
or community uses) along the stock route 
network.  Non-rural uses are setback and 
buffered from the stock route network to 
mitigate impacts. 

PO27 
Development does not result in a loss of the 
primary use for moving stock and other uses 
associated with the stock route network 
including recreational, environmental and 
heritage values. 

Petroleum pipeline 

PO28 
The integrity and function of high-pressure 
pipelines carrying petroleum and gas is 
maintained.  

Not applicable. The subject site does not contain any 
petroleum pipelines.  

Electricity infrastructure 

PO29 
Development is separated from major 
electricity infrastructure or substations and 
incorporates buffers to maintain public health 
and safety, residential amenity and allow 
access to infrastructure for maintenance. 

Not applicable. The subject site is not located near major 
electricity infrastructure or a substation. 

Local heritage places 

PO30 
Development contributes to the retention of a 
local heritage place, facilitates their adaptive 
reuse, but does not result in a change that is 
incompatible with conserving the cultural 
heritage significance of the place. 

Not applicable. The subject site is not located near a local 
heritage place or cultural heritage significance place. 

Biodiversity 

PO31 
Development:  

Not applicable. No buildings or structures are proposed to be 
constructed as part of the development.  
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(a) is located to avoid significant adverse 
impacts on matters of state 
environmental significance 

(b) facilitates the protection and 
enhancement of matters of state 
environmental significance 

(c) protects and enhances ecological 
connectivity. 

  

Aviation facilities 

PO32 
Development does not interfere with the 
function of air service facilities SPP mapping 
– Infrastructure – Strategic Airport and 
Aviation Facilities. 

Not applicable. The subject site is not located with near the St 
George airport nor will the proposed development interfere 
with the function of the air services facilities. 

Home based business 

PO33 
The development comprises only a minor 
portion of an existing residential premise. 

Not applicable. The proposed development is not for a home-
based business. 

PO34 
The use does not generate greater traffic 
loads than reasonably associated with 
residential premises. 

PO35 
The use is operated in such a way as to not 
disrupt the residential amenity of the area.  

Abandoned mines 

PO36 
Development is located to protect sensitive 
land uses from the impacts of previous 
activities that may cause risk to people or 
property including land containing former 
mining activities and hazards e.g. disused 
underground mines, tunnels and shafts. 

Note: A geotechnical assessment report prepared by a 
suitably qualified and experienced person will assist in 
demonstrating the achievement of the performance 
outcome where a possible risk from former mining 
activities is identified through location knowledge, a pre-
development ground inspection, Schedule 4 – Online 
Mapping Resources – Mines Online Maps, or other 
sources. 

Not applicable. The subject site is not known to have disused 
underground mines, tunnels and shafts that could pose risks 
to visitors staying on the site. 

 
7.4.3 Flood hazard overlay code  
 
The purpose of the Flood hazard overlay code is to: 

(a) Provide for the assessment of the suitability of development in the Flood hazard overlay area to ensure 
that risk to life, property, community, economic activity and the environment during flood events is 
minimised. 

(b) Ensure that development does not increase the potential for flood damage on-site or to other property. 

https://spp.dsdip.esriaustraliaonline.com.au/geoviewer/map/planmaking
https://spp.dsdip.esriaustraliaonline.com.au/geoviewer/map/planmaking
https://spp.dsdip.esriaustraliaonline.com.au/geoviewer/map/planmaking
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The purpose of the code will be achieved through the following overall outcomes: 

(a) The development siting, layout, and access responds to the risk of the flood hazard and minimises risk 
to personal safety. 

(b) The development is resilient to flood events by ensuring siting and design accounts for the potential 
risks of flood hazards to property. 

(c) The development supports, and does not unduly burden, disaster management response or recovery 
capacity and capabilities. 

(d) The development directly, indirectly and cumulatively avoids an unacceptable increase in severity of the 
flood hazard and does not significantly increase the potential for damage on the site or to other 
properties. 

(e) The development avoids the release of hazardous materials as a result of a flood event. 

(f) Natural processes and the protective function of landforms and/or vegetation are maintained in natural 
hazard areas. 

 
The proposed development complies with the Purpose and Outcomes of the Flood Hazard Overlay Code 
because:  
 

• The proposed development does not involve any alterations to the existing built form or landscape that 
would affect the characteristics of floodwaters on or surrounding the site. 

• The proposed development will not result in any permanent occupants residing at the site.  Visitor stays 
will be strictly limited to fully self-contained accommodation vehicles, which will be permitted to stay a 
maximum of three consecutive days/nights. 

• Due to the nature of the accommodation being strictly functional motor homes used for only short term 
stays, visitors should be able to relocate from the site with short notice via the existing site access to the 
local road network, which is considered suitable for the proposed use. 

• The proposed use is not of a nature to cause the release of hazardous materials during a flood event or 
otherwise. 

• Evacuation measures can be implemented through the operation of the development to avoid undue 
burden being placed on disaster management response and recovery capacity and capabilities. 

• Conditions of approval can impose obligations on the development operator to maintain an awareness of 
local disaster management plans and practices and make visitors aware of the potential for an evacuation 
and to implement these practices, if necessary, during a flood event. 
 

The Code’s relevant Performance Criteria are shown below, in order to more easily view structured and detailed 
consideration of relevant issues— 

Performance outcomes: Response: 

Built Form 

PO1  
Development is resilient to flood events by 
ensuring design and built form to account for the 
potential risks of flooding. 
  

✓  
Buildings or structures (including new fencing) are not 
proposed to be constructed as part of the proposed 
development.  
 
If the application is to be approved by Council, conditions of 
the development approval will require the operator to 
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evacuate visitors at the site in accordance with the Local 
Disaster Management Group orders during a significant 
flood event. 

Development siting and layout 

PO2  
Development siting and layout, responds to 
flooding potential and maintains personal safety 
at all times. 

✓  
The proposed development does not involve the creation of 
any new lots or construction of permanent buildings or 
structures. 
 
If the application is to be approved by Council, conditions of 
the development approval will require signage to be erected 
advising of evacuation routes from the site.  

Effects on flood behaviour 

PO3 
Development directly, indirectly and 
cumulatively avoids any increase in water flow 
velocity or flood level and does not increase the 
potential for flood damage either on site or on 
other properties7. 

✓  
As result of the development there will be no change to flood 
characteristics onsite including; 

• Changes to flows paths, velocities or depths; 

• Increase in flood storage; and  

• Block or divert flood water in any manner that increases 
levels or velocities.  

The proposed development does not propose any clearing 
of existing vegetation, alterations to the adjacent 
watercourse or operational works involving filling and 
excavation. 
 
Visitors will be provided with sufficient warning in order to 
vacate the premises ahead of any major flooding event on 
the property 
 
If the application is to be approved by Council, conditions of 
the development approval will require the operator to 
evacuate visitors at the site in accordance with the Local 
Disaster Management Group orders during a significant 
flood event. 

Hazardous materials 

PO4 
Development avoids the release of hazardous 
materials or contaminants into floodwaters. 

✓  
The proposed development is unlikely to release hazardous 
materials or contaminants into floodwaters as the use will 
introduce only operational vehicles that can be removed 
from the site during any significant flood event. 

Disaster management responses 
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PO5 
The development supports, and does not unduly 
burden, disaster management response or 
recovery capacity and capabilities. 
 

✓  
The use of the tourist park will strictly be limited to functional, 
fully self-contained motor homes that are used for short 
term, temporary stays (max. 3 consecutive nights).  The 
number of visitors permitted to stay at the site at any one 
time will be limited to 15 RVs.  The restriction on the type 
and number of accommodation vehicles and provision of a 
suitable vehicle access route to the local road network will 
enable visitors to vacate the site promptly if required.   
 
As the development is ancillary to the existing vineyard on 
the site, peak operational periods of the tourist park are 
expected to coincide with peak periods of the vineyard 
operations, which typically occur outside the wet season, 
and thus there is a reduced risk of the proposed use being 
subject to a significant flood event.   
 
Despite this, if approved, conditions of approval can be 
imposed to ensure the development operator adheres to 
and implements a flood evacuation plan to avoid risks to 
visitors and additional and unnecessary pressures being 
placed on emergency services. 
 
The development does not involve any alterations to the 
existing built form or landscape and therefore is not 
expected to. affect existing floodwater characteristics or 
shorten flood warning times. 

Community infrastructure 

PO6 
Development involving community infrastructure 
(defined as Sensitive Land Uses and Community 
Oriented Uses under this planning scheme): 

(a) remains functional to serve community 
need during and immediately after a 
flood event. 

(b) is designed, sited and operated to 
avoid adverse impacts on the 
community or environment due to the 
impacts of flooding on infrastructure, 
facilities or access and egress routes. 

(c) retains essential site access during a 
flood event. 

(d) and is able to remain functional even 
when infrastructure or services may be 
compromised in a flood event. 

✓  
The proposed development is not a sensitive land use or a 
community orientated use. The proposal does not involve 
the construction of any permanent buildings or structures. 
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Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Infrastructure and Planning Sustainable planning and development 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Matthew Magin, CEO, BSC 
Digby Whyte, Director Environment and Regulatory Services, BSC 
Di Francisco, Environmental Health Officer, BSC 

Legal Implications 

The Planning Act 2016 and Council’s planning scheme apply. 

Risk Implications 

Community Service - Inability to achieve Council’s vision and mission to deliver community services and meet 
current and future needs. 

Policy Implications 

Council’s planning policies apply. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Nil. Recommended conditions of approval must be completed at no cost to Council.  

Options or Alternatives 

As the application is code assessable any option by Council to delay the decision would require permission of 
the applicant. A decision to reverse the planner’s recommendation to approve the application would require 
Councillors to express their reasons under Section 273 of the Local Government Regulations.  

 
 

Attachments 

1. Council Report - Blacket Site Plan.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That:            
1. Council receives this report. 

 
2. Council approves the development application Material Change of Use – "Tourist Park" (Caravan Park 

– Fifteen (15) Self-contained RV Accommodation Sites) MCU 176 - Development Application for Material 
Change of Use - "Tourist Park", properly described as Lot 20 on RP806119 and Lot 1 on BEL531, subject 
to the conditions listed below. 

 
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT CONDITIONS 

 
Preamble 
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(i) The relevant planning scheme for this development is Balonne Shire Planning Scheme 2019. All 

references to the ‘Planning Scheme’ and ‘Planning Scheme Schedules’ within these conditions refer to 
the above Planning Scheme. 

 
(ii) Under the Balonne Shire Planning Scheme a “Tourist Park” means premises used to provide for 

accommodation in caravans, self-contained cabins, tents and similar structures for the public for short 
term holiday purposes. The use may include, where ancillary, a manager’s residence and office, kiosk, 
amenity buildings, food and drink outlet, or the provision of recreation facilities for the use of occupants 
of the tourist park and their visitors, and accommodation for staff. 

Examples include: Camping ground, caravan park, holiday cabins 
 

(i) The Environmental Protection Act 1994 states that a person must not carry out any activity that causes, 
or is likely to cause, environmental harm unless the person takes all reasonable and practicable 
measures to prevent or minimise the harm.  Environmental harm includes environmental nuisance.  In 
this regard, persons and entities involved in the operation of the approved development are to adhere to 
their ‘general environmental duty’ to minimise the risk of causing environmental harm to adjoining 
premises. 

 
(ii) All Aboriginal Cultural Heritage in Queensland is protected under the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Act 

2003 and penalty provisions apply for any unauthorised harm.  Under the legislation a person carrying 
out an activity must take all reasonable and practicable measures to ensure the activity does not harm 
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage.  This applies whether or not such places are recorded in an official register 
and whether or not they are located in, on or under private land.  The developer is responsible for 
implementing reasonable and practical measures to ensure the Cultural Heritage Duty of Care 
Guidelines are met and for obtaining any clearances required from the responsible entity. 

 
(iii) It is the responsibility of the developer to obtain all necessary permits and submit all necessary plans 

and policies to the relevant authorities for the approved use. 
 

(iv) The land use rating category for the site may change upon commencement of any approved use on the 
site. Council’s current Revenue Statement, which includes the minimum general rate levy for the 
approved use/s is available on the Council website: www.balonne.qld.gov.au 

 
(v) An operational works application will be required to be submitted to and approved by Council for: 

(i) Operational works that is excavation and/or filling where there would be a change 1m or more in 
the level of any part of the land or where any drainage path is affected; or 

(ii) Operational works for urban purposes that involve disturbing more than 2,500m² of land. 
 
(vi) In completing an assessment of the proposed development, Council has relied on the information 

submitted in support of the development application as true and correct.  Any change to the approved 
plans and documents may require a new or changed development approval.  It is recommended to 
contact Council for advice in the event of any potential change in circumstances. 

 
Use  
 
1. The approved development is a Material Change of Use - “Tourist Park” (Caravan Park - Fifteen (15) 

Self-contained RV Accommodation Sites) as defined in the Planning Scheme and as shown on the 
approved plan.  
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2. Tent camping or Recreation Vehicles (i.e caravans, motorhomes/vans etc) that are not fully self-
contained are not permitted to stay at the Tourist Park (Caravan Park).  

 
3. The Tourist Park must not be occupied by more than fifteen (15) vehicles per night at any one time or 

for a period exceeding three (3) consecutive days. 
 

4. The area designated as ‘Caravan Park Area’ is to be generally located in accordance with the approved 
drawing No: 001 – Site Plan, dated 09/03/2020, and must be established entirely within the property 
boundaries. 

 
5. The ‘Caravan Park Area’ is to be clearly delineated on the site via the use of signage and/or other 

demarcation (i.e fenced/roped off/stones etc) 
 

6. The approved development is to be carried out generally in accordance with the following approved 
plans/documents and subject to approval conditions. Where there is any conflict between the approval 
conditions and the details shown on the approved plans, the approval conditions prevail.   

Plan/Document Number: Plan/Document Name: Date: 

001 Site Plan  09/03/2020 

 
7. During the course of establishing the approved use, the developer shall ensure that all works are carried 

out by appropriately qualified persons and the developer and the persons carrying out and supervising 
the work shall be responsible for all aspects of the works, including public and worker safety, and shall 
ensure adequate barricades, signage and other warning devices are in place at all times. 

 
Compliance inspection  
 
8. All conditions relating to the establishment of the approved development must be fulfilled prior to the 

approved use commencing, unless otherwise noted in these conditions. 
 
9. Prior to the commencement of the use, the applicant shall contact Council to arrange a development 

compliance inspection. 
 
Applicable Standards 
 
10. All works must comply with:  

(i) the development approval conditions;  

(ii) any relevant provisions in the Planning Scheme  

(iii) any relevant Australian and Austroads Standards, and the National Construction Code 
that applies to that type of work; and  

(iv) any alternative specifications that Council has agreed to in writing and which the developer 
must ensure do not conflict with any requirements imposed by any applicable laws and 
standards. 

 
Development works 
 
11. The developer shall ensure that all approved works are carried out by appropriately qualified persons 

and the developer and the persons carrying out and supervising the work shall be responsible for all 
aspects of the works, including public and worker safety, and shall ensure adequate barricades, signage 
and other warning devices are in place at all times.  
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12. The developer is responsible for locating and protecting any Council and public utility services, 

infrastructure and assets that may be impacted on during the establishment of the development. Any 
damage to existing infrastructure (road pavement, existing underground assets, etc.) that is attributable 
to the progress of works on the site or vehicles associated with the development of the site shall be 
immediately rectified in accordance with the asset owners’ requirements and specifications and to the 
satisfaction of the asset owners’ representative(s). 

 
Waste Management 
 
13. Any waste generated from the establishment of the development must be effectively controlled on-site 

before disposal. All waste must be disposed of in accordance with the Environmental Protection (Waste 
Management) Regulation 2000.  

 
14. All waste generated on-site must be managed in accordance with the waste management hierarchy as 

detailed in the Waste Reduction & Recycling Act 2011. 
 
Stormwater Drainage 
 
15. Post-development stormwater runoff flows from the development site are not to exceed predevelopment 

stormwater runoff flows to adjoining properties or roads.  
 
16. No nuisance ponding of stormwater is to be created within the vicinity of the approved development or 

to adjacent properties or roads.  
 

19. Appropriate pollution control devices and/or methods shall be implemented to ensure that no 
contamination or silting of creeks or other waterways result from the stormwater generated from the 
approved development facility. 

 
Earthworks and Construction 
 
17. During construction, erosion controls and silt collection measures are to be put in place to protect 

environmental values and mitigate potential impacts to adjoining properties and roadway/s.  
 
Avoiding Nuisance 

 
18. No nuisance is to be caused to adjoining properties and occupiers by the way of noise smoke, dust, 

rubbish, contaminant, stormwater discharge or siltation at any time during or after the establishment of 
the approved development.  

 
19. All lighting shall be directed or shielded so as to ensure that no glare directly affects nearby properties. 
 
20. The area and its surrounds shall be kept in an orderly fashion, free of rubbish and clear of weeds and 

long grasses. The approved development and the premises are to be maintained in a clean and tidy 
condition and not to pose any health and safety risks to the community. 

 
21. Noise emissions from the development shall not cause environmental harm of nuisance to adjoining 

properties or “Sensitive Land Uses” in accordance with the Environmental Protection (Noise) Policy 
2008. 
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22. Air emissions from the development shall not cause environmental harm of nuisance to adjoining 
properties or “Sensitive Land Uses” in accordance with the Environmental Protection (Air) Policy 2008. 

 
Provision of services 
 
23. The proposed development must be provided with access to a reliable water supply for firefighting 

purposes prior to the commencement of, and for the duration of the approved use. 
 
Waste Water 
 
24. Black water (i.e. toilet water) must not be discharged.  

 
25. Grey water (i.e. shower and sink waste water) discharge must be contained entirely within the property 

boundaries and must not be discharged or directed into the adjacent watercourse (Balonne River). 
 

26. Grey water must not cause unreasonable odours and any ponding or run-off must not cause a danger 
or health risk to any persons onsite or the environment. 

 
Access 
 
27. The developer shall be responsible for construction and maintenance of vehicle crossovers from the 

road carriageway (Whytes Road) to the property boundary and for obtaining any approvals that may be 
required, and for complying with the applicable designs and standards. Should any damage be caused 
at the approved access location, it is the landowner’s responsibility to ensure this is reinstated.  Any 
repair works are to be undertaken in consultation with Council and at the landowner’s expense. 
 

28. An all-weather internal access road must be provided between the existing road network (Whytes Road) 
and the designated Caravan Park area. 

 
29. An all-weather internal access road must be provided and maintained between the existing road network 

(Whytes Road) and the designated Caravan Park area to provide access and egress for all RVs. 
 

30. Designated RV parking areas are to be all-weather gravel.   
 
Emergency Events 
 
31. When the Balonne Local Disaster Management Group moves to ‘Lean Forward Stage’ for an event 

relevant to the site, a written notice from the operator of the Tourist Park must be given to all caravan 
park visitors advising of the pending event.  

 
32. When the Balonne Local Disaster Management Group moves to ‘Stand Up Stage’ all caravan park 

visitors must be evacuated from the property.  The operator of the Tourist Park remains responsible for 
ensuring this action occurs. 

 
33. A Flood Evacuation Management Plan is to be prepared prior to the commencement of the use, having 

regard to the site characteristics and management procedures in the event of a flood.  The operator of 
the Tourist Park is responsible for ensuring all visitors to the site are aware of the Flood Evacuation 
Management Plan, its content, and the procedures that need to be followed in a major flood event.   

 
34. A Bushfire Management Plan is to be prepared prior to the commencement of the use, having regard to 

the site characteristics and management procedures in the event of a bushfire.  The operator of the 
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Tourist Park is responsible for ensuring all visitors to the site are aware of the Bushfire Management 
Plan, its content, and the procedures that need to be followed in a bushfire event.   

 
35. Signage is to be provided onsite to inform all visitors of the evacuation route to exit the site in the event 

of an emergency. 
 
No Cost to Council 
 
36. The developer is responsible for meeting all costs associated with the approved development unless 

there is specific agreement by other parties, including the Council, to meeting those costs.  This includes 
the costs of any services and infrastructure required in connection with the establishment of the 
development. 

 
Latest versions 
 

37. Where another condition refers to a specific published standard, manual or guideline, including 
specifications, drawings, provisions and criteria within those documents, that condition shall be deemed 
as referring to the latest versions of those publications that are publicly available at the commencement 
of the development works, unless a regulation or law requires otherwise. 

 
Application Documentation 
 
38. It is the developer’s responsibility to ensure that all entities associated with this Development Approval 

have a legible copy of the Decision Notice, Approved Plans and Approved Documents bearing ‘Council 
Approval’. 

 
 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Environment & Regulatory Services  
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CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS - NIL 
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INFORMATION REPORTS  
 

(IOCEO) OFFICE OF THE CEO 
ITEM TITLE SUB HEADING PAGE 

IOCEO1 MONTHLY REPORT - 
COMMUNITIES 

The Community & Libraries Report for the month of February 2020 
is presented for Council’s information 
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IOCEO2 ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT UPDATE 
FEBRUARY 2020 

 178 

IOCEO3 TOURISM SERVICES 
MONTHLY REPORT 

Balonne Shire Tourism Report for February 2020 as supplied by 
the Manager Tourism.  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report - Communities 

DATE: 10.03.20  

AGENDA REF: IOCEO1 

AUTHOR: Dani Kinnear - Community Development Officer  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

The Community & Libraries Report for the month of February 2020 is presented for Council’s information 
 

Community and Libraries 

Library Services 

Total Monthly loans    
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   Total Monthly Membership 

    

 

  Total of E-resources usage for the Balonne Shire 2019-20 Q2  

Number of eAudiobooks loaned  835 

Number of eBooks loaned   267 

Number of electonic services downloaded 164 

Total E-resources    1266 
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Individual service totals 

Bolinda eAudio     814 

Bolinda eBook     128 

OverDrive eAudio      21 

OverDrive eBook     139 

Freegal – Downloads    0 

Freegal – Streaming    0 

RB Digital      164 

Community Grants and Assistance – as at 29 February 2020 
As at 29 February 2020 Council has approved a total of 21 requests for assistance through the Community 
Grants and Assistance program totalling $15,580 (compared to this time last year of 20 applications with the 
total value of $13,180). Council has also approved 4 requests for funding of community traffic management 
plans to the total of $5,659 
 

 
 
Multicultural Development 
In Feburary 2020 Council’s Multicultural Development Officer attended a Evaluation Workshop in 
Thargomindah, which was facilitated by Welcoming Cities and Fieldworx. Bulloo and Paroo Shire Councils, are 
also a part of the  Celebrating Multicultural Qld Regional program were also in attendance. A combined action 
plan and evaluation plan for the 3 Councils were desgined during the workshop (see attached). Each Coucil is 
now able to use that to create their individual plans. 
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Community Groups/Organisation Meeting Minutes 

• Thallon Progress Assn February 2020 Minutes 

• Chamber of Commerce January 2020 Minutes 

• Welcoming Cities Evaluation report CMQ regional Partnership Feb 2020 

Attachments 

1. Thallon Progress Assn Feburary 2020 Minutes ⇩  
2. Chamber of Commerce Janueary 2020 Minutes ⇩  

3. Welcoming Cities Evaluation Plan CMQ regional Partnerships Feb 2020 ⇩  
   

 

 
Mareea Lochel 
Community & Business Development Officer  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Economic Development Update February 2020 

DATE: 09.03.20  

AGENDA REF: IOCEO2 

AUTHOR: Garnet Radford - Economic Development Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 
 

Economic Development Update February 2020 
The purpose of the report is to update Council on Economic Development activity in the Balonne Shire 

during the month of February 2020.  

• Meet with local businesses, key local stakeholders, local producers, business decision makers and 

local champions to work on existing and new commercial opportunities; 

• Meet key regional stakeholders relevant to economic development projects;  

• Update on key inward investment and expansion projects and activities for the period; 

• Provide value-added services and business support to clients; and 

• Marketing to prospective investors and identify further investment opportunities.  

Summary of activity during the month of February and Year to Date is below:  

Metric Activity Notes 

New Business enquiries 1 Monthly business enquiries  

YTD new business enquires 22 Year to date enquiries 

Business engagement meetings 51 Meetings in the month with key stakeholders,  

YTD Business meetings 272 Year to date client and stakeholder meetings 

Follow up and value-add 
services (Referrals) 

46 Introductions, event notifications, mentoring and 
one-on-one assistance 

YTD Referral services 219 Year to date referrals  

Events and strategic meetings 5 Includes conference, chamber/progress associations, 
ED relevant events and strategic meetings/sessions 

YTD Business events 47 Relevant events attended and/or presented at 

Investments – Pipeline 63 Pipeline of “Active Projects” (includes some Priority) 

Investments realised 0 Investments in month 

Investments YTD 0 Year to date investments announced in FY 

Value of investments $0m $ value of investments in month 

Investments $ YTD $0m Total value of investments Year to date in FY 

Jobs created  0 Jobs created (announced) in period 

YTD Jobs 0 Jobs created (announced) year to date 
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1.0 Work Program Highlights/Activity 

• AgInvestment Workshop Goondiwindi (6 delegates from Balonne Shire); 

• Business Mentoring – Assessment of mentors, workshops announced; 

• Murray Darling Advisory Group Update Meeting; 

• EDO Update presentation to St George Chamber of Commerce; 

• Prefeasibility project work – Draft completed; 

• Completion of Milestone quarterly report REDP and submitted; 

• Update of investment and expansion project summary; 

• Tourism event application support; 

• Economic modelling for grant application – Mungindi Ranger program; 

• Further support to space industry stakeholders; 

• Further information provided to a space company; and  

• Buy Balonne Gift Card Program – Bollon online in February. 

 

1.1    Events & Strategic Meetings 

• Murray Darling Advisory Group Update – 4 February 

• St George Chamber of Commerce Executive meeting - 5 February 

• AgInvestment Workshop Goondiwindi – 11 February 

• St George Chamber of Commerce, EDO presentation – 19 February 

• Path to Advanced Manufacturing Workshop Toowoomba – 21 February 

• Rural Financial Counselling Dirranbandi event – 21 February 

 
 

1.2 Business Activity and Lead Generation  

• Tourism project expansion  

 

1.3 Reporting 

• REDP Quarterly report;  

• January 2020 Economic Development update;  

• Economic Development Activity report; 

• Investment Summary Report; and 

• Business Mentoring Project Management Table 
 

Attachments 

1. Supporting Document Economic Development Update February 2020.pdf ⇩  
   

 

 
Matthew Magin 
Chief Executive Officer  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Tourism Services Monthly Report 

DATE: 09.03.20  

AGENDA REF: IOCEO3 

AUTHOR: Kim Wildman - Tourism Manager  
  

 

Balonne Shire Tourism Report – February 2020 

Balonne Shire Tourism Report for February 2020 as supplied by the Manager Tourism. 
 

Tourism Projects & Activities 

• Work has continued on the development of a Balonne Shire Pub Trail and a Tree Trail. Both projects 
are envisaged to be completed early in the New Year.   

• The position descriptions, application forms and web content for the new Grey Nomad Visitor Services 
Ambassador Program have been completed. It is hoped that the program, which will launch in early 
March, will alleviate volunteering resource gaps while simultaneously promoting and attracting visitors 
to their regions. Trail programs have been set up in St George and Thallon. 

• Due to flooding and ongoing rain, the installation of the new Shire Entry Signs, expected to be 
completed by the end of February, has been held up. Once the flood waters recede, the brick layer will 
lay the base and the signs installation will be completed. 

• The Draft Tourism & Events Strategy 2025, developed by Krista Hauritz Tourism + Events, was 
presented to Council and then unanimously adopted at the February Council Meeting. The purpose of 
this strategy is to collectively share the long-term vision and strategic direction for tourism and events 
in the Balonne Shire. It provides the framework to collaboratively maximise the economic benefits of 
tourism and events, while managing the environmental and social impacts, including benefits for the 
local community. Krista will return to the Shire to present the strategy to the community at an official 
launch of Friday 20 March.  

• A combined RADF and Tourism Events Grant Information Session was held in St George on Thursday 
20 March. Round 2 of the new Tourism Events Grants is open. Funding is available across three 
categories – Regional Events (up to $2000), Destination Events (up to $3000) and Major Events (up to 
$6000) – for pre-existing Shire events, with additional one-off funding of up to $2000 for the 
development of new tourism events. 

Marketing & Promotions 

St George & Surrounds Facebook page 

• Currently a total of 1005 likes (an increase of 37 likes) with 1019 followers (increase of 37 followers) 

• Most popular posts for February - 
➢ A post regarding the water flowing in the Balonne River again in St George with a 3.4K reach, 

444 post clicks, 363 reactions / comments & shares. 
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➢ A post promoting Pelican Rest Tourist Park in St George with a 2.7K reach, 589 post clicks, 
115 reactions / comments & shares. 
 

Balonne Shire Council Instagram account 

• Currently a total of 509 followers; an increase of 31 followers since the end of January.  

• Most liked post for February was a photograph taken during the filming of the new Welcome Mate 
Tourism Campaign filming of a horse along with the locals in the front bar of the Nindigully Pub with 67 
likes. 
 

Welcome Mate Campaign 

• Due to the flood, the decision was made to hold off the launch of the Shire’s new Welcome Mate 
Tourism Marketing Campaign with the promotions now set to start on Monday 3 March.  

• In the meantime, the webpage, with all the details including the Terms & Conditions, was finalised and 
published, the Welcome Mate bags were packed and special promotional polo shirts ordered for the 
staff and volunteers at the Visitor Information Centre.  

• The first media release will go out on Tuesday 3 March and will be followed by radio, social media, 
print and digital promotions. 

• The Manager Tourism travelled around the Shire with Small Town Culture filming pieces in each of the 
Shire’s 7 towns which will feature in a new St George Matesong which will form the second part of the 
promotions for the Welcome Mate Program. The video along with a press release will go out on 
Monday 9 March. 

• The Manager Tourism continued working with Chamber and local Tourism Operators to ensure they 
are involved in the program and ready to roll out the Welcome Mat for our mates. 

• As part of the campaign a special promotion will be run which will offer the first 500 visitors from 
outside the Shire who go to the St George Visitor Information Centre and say the phrase “I’ll be your 
mate” a special “Welcome Mate Pack”.  

Reviews 

Google My Business  

 

Tourism Organisation Representation 

Southern Queensland Country Tourism (SQCT) 

• The information and newsletters have been forwarded out to our Operators for their information.  
 
Adventure Way Promotions Group 

• The next meeting is scheduled for 10 March. 
 
The Great Inland Way 

• The latest meeting for The Great Inland Way was held on 20 February 2020. 

Meetings & Training 

• The next Balonne Shire Tourism meeting is scheduled for 17 March 2020 to be held at the Riverland’s 
Motor Inn. 
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• The Manager Tourism attended a free Industry Tourism Investment Discussion in Roma on 
Wednesday 19 February presented by the Australian Industry Group. The forum featured local 
business success stories from Karen Penfold – Four Daughters Premium Black Angus, Meryl Eddie – 
Boobook Ecotours Outback, and Cory Heathwood – Brisbane Airport Corporation. 

Volunteer Projects & Activities 

• Volunteers staffed the Visitor Information Centre for 37.5 hours of the 180 hours it was open during 
February 2020. 

Shire Tourism Statistics – February 2020 

St George Visitor Information Centre  
There were 261 visitors recorded for February 2020 through the Visitor Information Centre (VIC) in St George.  
This is an increase of 11 compared to February 2019. 
The following is a breakdown of the location of the visitors.  

o Local Shire    106  

o New South Wales   30  

o Victoria   4  

o Queensland    94  

o South Australia   3  

o Northern Territory   7  

o Australian Capital Territory  1   

o Western Australia   3   

o Tasmania   3  

o Overseas/International  10  

 
 
The VIC also received 55 tourism related phone enquiries, 2Information Packs were sent out and 7 email/internet 
tourism related enquiries were made during February. 
 

 
 
 
Dirranbandi RTC  
There were 39 visitors recorded for February 2020 through the Dirranbandi Rural Transaction Centre (RTC). 
This is a decrease of 33 compared to January 2020. 
The following is a breakdown of the location of the visitors.  

o Queensland:  17 
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o New South Wales:  14  

o Victoria:   6 

o Other Australia:   2 

o Overseas:   0 
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Attachments 

Nil  
 

 
Matthew Magin 
Chief Executive Officer  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report on Grants February 2020 

DATE: 09.03.20  

AGENDA REF: ICFS1 

AUTHOR: Stephanie Price - Grants Officer  
  

 

Grants Information Report 

Grants information from 8 February 2020 to 4 March 2020. 
 

Summary 

Submitted Full Business Case     5 
Submitted Expression of Interest   0 
In-Progress Full Business Case     1 
In-progress Expression of Interest    1 
Successful Full Business Case     2 
Successful Expression of Interest    0 
Un-successful Grant Applications    2  

Attachments 

1. 19 March - Grants Monthly Information Report.pdf ⇩  
   

 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report Director Finance & Corporate Services 

DATE: 07.03.20  

AGENDA REF: ICFS2 

AUTHOR: Michelle Clarke - Director Finance & Corporate Services  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Monthly report for Finance and Corporate Services 
 

St George Levee 

Progress depending on landholders, further follow up has been sent 

• Three earth levee matters are continuing and pending bank consent 

• 1 block wall levee documentation pending 

• 4 block wall levee matters still to finalise 

Land matters 

• Further follow up made with Graincorp on Peppercorn leases for Thallon cattle yards and low cost camping 
area 

• Thallon HACC building hired by St George Medical Centre, Memorandum of Understanding pending 

• St George Netball courts has been referred to Council’s solicitors to prepare a trustee lease 

Complaints 

• No administrative complaints received in February 

Staffing 

• Creditors Officer appointed 

• Casual administration officer appointed 

• Asset Accountant position advertisement underway  

• Team Building and Planning day was held with all FCS staff on 4 February 

Rates 

• Rates discount period ends 13 March 2020 

• Synergysoft training session held on rates 

• Currently preparing a briefing paper on water tariffs for council consideration with budget 2020/21 

Finance 

• Round 2 of WDEF special rates scheme has been advertised 



 

 

ICFS2 
 

Page 197 of 269 19 March 2020 

 

• Capitalisation of assets work performed 

• Draft 2020/21 budget underway 

• FBT workshop attended in preparation for FBT return 

• Audit & Risk Committee held 18 February 

• External audit has been deferred to 14 April due to the flood event 

• External audit plans agreed to for Council and SWLGA 

• Meetings held with Infrastructure Services with regards to the asset register 

• Manager Finance, Director Infrastructure and Director Finance & Corporate Services attended Tropical 
Finance workshop held in Toowoomba 9 March and Finance Professionals Group on 10 March with 
Department of Local Government Racing & Multicultural Affairs, Queensland Treasury and Queensland 
Audit.  DIS and DFCS presenting to the Finance Professionals Group on the South West Regional Roads 
Group Regional Asset Management Strategy – funded by the DLGRMA Local Government Grants & 
Subsidies program. 

Procurement 

• Continuing to work with Environment & Regulatory services for procurement of Murray Darling Basin Grant 
program for $5m 

• Preferred supplier arrangement in place for Road Building Materials and Wet and Dry Plant Hire 

• Murray Darling Dirranbandi Beautification project – assisted set up for Vendor Panel and advice on grant 
documentation 

• Assisted with contract for Digital Connectivity Project Stages 3 and 4 together with Facility Agreements for 
towers on council land 

• The following graph shows a dip in the use of Vendor Panel in February.  This is due to the wild dog exclusion 
special rate scheme round 1 completing, the flood event and renewal of the preferred supplier arrangements. 

 

St George Aerodrome 

• Progress report completed for funding body 

• Quotations accepted for planning, design and survey works 

• Advice obtained from Planner on subdivision works 

• Signage installed 
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• New licence agreement prepared for new site to allow removal of shipping containers 
 
IT Vision project 

• Finance and Payroll modules fell behind with the flood event however: 

• Dates have been revised in consultation with staff and IT Vision with minimal impact 

• Chart of Accounts near complete 

• Data cleansing continues across all modules 
 
Information Technology 

• New phones have arrived and will be rolled out across the organisation.  FSG have now installed the 
switches to enable this 

• Fibre has now been installed as part of the digital connectivity project with FSG to enable roll out for the first 
Stage 

• New tablets were ordered for Infrastructure and enabled to assist with flood damage reporting 

• Quotations have been obtained for new computers for Councillors and a new contract entered into to take 
advantage of government contract pricing 

• Technical assistance provided for teleconferencing for Local Disaster Management Group meetings 

• Outage investigated at Infrastructure Services depot in St George due to storm and rain events  

Service requests 

A total of 105 documents were created in Magiq for service requests for February with 71 completed on time 
giving a 68% average completion rate. This is well below the target of 85%.  Some of this may be due to the 
flood event. Council received no recorded compliments in February, however did receive some positive feedback 
with regards to the flood event and the way it was handled.  
 

 
 

 
 

Flood Event 

• The Local Disaster Management Group met on at least 17 occasions and completed 15 situation reports for 
the District Disaster Management Group. 

January February

Total Documents 53 105

Completed on Time 41 71

Completed Late 10 6

Pending & Overdue 2 28

% completed on time 77% 68%

% Completed overall 96% 74%

Target 85% 85%
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• Council utilised the Guardian Emergency Management System and administrative and technical staff were 
trained to improve the recording of road closures, flood damage and requests for action.  The system also 
records all situation reports, media and documentation relevant to the event. 

• Council recorded 27 requests for action and 6 enquiries during the flood event. 

• All communities received regular community notices as circumstances changed and these were posted on 
town notices boards.  Queensland Police and Queensland Fire & Emergency Services assisted with 
letterbox drops in St George leading up to the peak of the flood event.  Care Balonne and Council have 
worked together on the Community Recovery plan and actions.  

Other key projects/meetings 

Risk module – Governance Institute of Australia Post Graduate Diploma in Risk Management and Corporate 
Governance has been commenced by the Director Finance & Corporate Services.  This project requires delivery 
of a real live risk management project in the workplace that will assist in improving council’s risk culture and 
implementation of its risk management framework. 
  
Operational Plan 
Directorates have been requested to commence the first draft of their Operational Plan for 2020/21 
 
Insurance Portfolio 
Meetings have been scheduled for March to complete declarations and finalise asset lists for insurance purposes 
 
Council election action plan to induct incoming councillors is underway and will be implemented following the 
28 March election – once the poll is declared.  
 
Staff Breakfast – preparing for staff breakfast on 19 March 2020 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
   
 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Finance Information Report February 2020 

DATE: 09.03.20  

AGENDA REF: ICFS3 

AUTHOR: Tracey Lee - Manager Finance Services  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Monthly Finance Information Report February 2020 
 

Attachments 

1. Monthly Finance Information Report Feb 2020.pdf ⇩  
   

 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Department of Infrastructure Service's Monthly Report  

DATE: 09.03.20  

AGENDA REF: IIFS1 

AUTHOR: Billie Spackman - Administration Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

From the Department of Infrastructure Services - reporting for the month of February 2020. 
 

0701-Main Roads Works 

• Maintenance work carried out during the month on behalf of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) is detailed 
in the attached RMPC Supervisor’s report.  

• Design for the realignment of the Thallon Bridge commenced in November 2018. Work commenced early 
January. Clearing and grubbing and stripping of topsoil were undertaken and completed early January. 
Excavation for side-track instillation and excavation for subgrade were completed. Final trim of subgrade 
in preparation for subgrade stabilisation was completed late January. Sub base installed late February 
and ready for stabilisation. Works placed on hold due to wet weather and flooding  

• CHUP widening program on the Carnarvon Highway (24B) commenced late June 2019. The initial seal 
on the construction job has been 100% Completed, second coat seal was partially completed late 
February with the remaining second coat seal and line marking due for completion mid-March.  

0702-Private Works   

• Nil 
0400-Council Roads / Streets / Bridge Work 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Works Supervisor’s report. 
0440-Aerodromes 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 
0450-Plant and Equipment 

• Details are included in the attached Workshop Supervisor’s report. 
0510-Housing 

• Nil  
0520-Recreation and Sport  

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

• Remaining defect rectifications are progressing at the Dirranbandi Sports Oval Amenities building. 
0521-Swimming Pools  

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 
0530-Parks and Gardens 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 
0535-Halls/Civic/Cultural Centres 

• Routine maintenance is ongoing. 
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0555-Showgrounds 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 
0615-Cemeteries 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

• Routine maintenance and mowing are ongoing. 
0620-Street Cleaning 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 
625-Public Conveniences 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor report. 
4000-Urban Waste Water 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 
5000-Urban Water 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

• Monthly consumption figures are given in the attached reports. 
Capital/Special Maintenance Works Progress 

• Nil 
Meetings / Training 

• Weekly IS Meetings 

• Animal Hazard Management Training  
Current Tenders 

• Nil 
 

Attachments 

1. Balonne Shire Water Usage 2019-2020 - Period Ending 29 February 2020.pdf ⇩  
2. Plant Maintenance Report - Period Ending 29 February 2020.pdf ⇩  
3. Road Construction Report - Period Ending 29 February 2020.pdf ⇩  

4. Road Maintenance Report - Period Ending 29 February 2020.pdf ⇩  
5. Town Maintenance Report - Period Ending 29 February 2020.pdf ⇩  
   

 

 
Andrew Boardman 
Director Infrastructure Services  
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ITEM TITLE SUB HEADING PAGE 

IERS1 FEBRUARY MONTHLY 
REPORT ENVIRONMENT 
AND REGULATORY 
SERVICES 

The Environment and Regulatory Services Report for the month 
of February 2020 is presented for Council’s information.  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: February Monthly Report Environment and Regulatory Services 

DATE: 09.03.20  

AGENDA REF: IERS1 

AUTHOR: Michelle Walters - Administration Officer  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

The Environment and Regulatory Services Report for the month of February 2020 is presented for Council’s 
information. 
 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT APPROVALS 
 
Value of Building Works  
Council’s building certifier has approved building applications to the value of $0 for the month of February 2020. 
 
The value of building applications approved by private certification is $444,308 for the financial year.  
 
In total building applications to the value of $838,308 have been approved so far this financial year. 
 
No approvals for February. 
 
Development Applications 
Balonne Shire Council has engaged planners with Maranoa Regional Council to service development 
applications. Those ready for Council decision are reported separately. 

• A development application for a material change of use (MCU) 167 has been received from the owner for a 
Caravan Park (RV Low Cost Camping) at 2-18 Charles Street, Dirranbandi. The application has been 
withdrawn. 

• A development application for a material change of use (MCU) 172 has been received from the owner for an 
Industry & Operational Works at 11526 Carnarvon Highway, St George.  The application has lapsed. 

• A development application for a material change of use (MCU) 174 has been received from the owner for a 
“Dwelling House” at 93 Victoria St, St George.  The application now at the applicant appeal period. 

• A development application for a material change of use (MCU) 175 has been received from the owner for a 
“low impact industry workshop shed and a Caretaker’s residence” at 92 Victoria St, St George.  The 
application is at the referral stage. 

• A development application for material change of use (MCU) 176 has been received from the owners for 
“caravan park” at 77 Whytes Road, St George.  The application is at the information period. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

Natural Environment: 

• General health inspections were carried out.   

• There were no notifiable diseases reported during February 2020 

• There were four food recalls actioned in February 2020 
 
Local Laws: 

• Under the current Model and Subordinate Local Laws Council staff continue to inspect permit conditions for 
extra dog permits, stock dog permits and the keeping of other animals 

• Council continues to support residents who apply for extra dog permits with de-sexing and micro-chipping 
 

Public Health: 

• Food Licences and Outdoor Dining Permits are currently being audited and inspections are continuing. 
 
Wastewater Services: 

• Wastewater analysis continues each month.   
 

Urban Water Supplies: 
• Weekly microbiological samples of St George’s bore water supply were taken and tested. 
• Samples were taken and tested from all other towns during the period. 
• Council continues to help residents by testing rain water for E.coli 

 
Waste Management: 

• All waste practices continue at a high standard at the St George Landfill. 

• Currently Council and the contractor are looking at options for the pumping of water should a rain event occur 

• Council has submitted two funding applications in relation to illegal dumping.  Council has been successful in 
obtain both grants.   One grant is for the clean-up of the tyres and the other is for an officer to assist with the 
management and data collection over the next twelve months period. 

• Council has submitted another funding application together with Maranoa Regional Council on the Regional 
Transport Fund for the transport of tyres.  This grant is for the value of $250,000. 

• A tyre area has been located at the St George landfill, ready for the influx of tyres when Council carries out the 
clean-up of road reserves and gravel pits 

• The Annual Shire Town clean up is scheduled for 2-6 March 2020.  A contractor has been engaged and flyers 
regarding this service are currently being delivered. 

 
St George landfill    

• The landfill site is presently operating in a reasonable condition.  
 
Dirranbandi landfill 

• The landfill site is presently operating in a reasonable condition. 
 
Thallon landfill 

• The landfill site at Thallon is currently operating in a good condition.    

• Soil was excavated from the landfill to help with the Thallon levy. 
 
Bollon landfill 

• The landfill site at Bollon is currently operating in a good condition.   
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Hebel landfill 

• The landfill site at Hebel is currently operating in a good condition.   
 
Nindigully landfill 

• The landfill site at Nindigully is currently operating in a good condition. – 

• Council engaged with the community regarding the continuing practices at the site.   
. 

RURAL LANDS AND COMPLIANCE 

Stock Routes  

Council’s team has a steady month undertaking a range of duties.  Some of these included: 

• 1080 Baiting Campaign will commence on the 12-15 May 2020 

• Council completed projects associated with the Queensland Feral Pest Initiative 

• Various stock route patrols have been undertaken to assess any flood damage to the facilities 

• Capital works – Clearwater Dam De-silting, Clonard and Mulga View Night Yard are completed and finalising 
the acquittals for these projects. Still to finalise when weather permits are Bindle and Burgurrah Water 
Facility upgrades.   

• Bindle Reserve has been inspected and Officers are currently consulting local community regarding fishing 
hut removal 

• DrumMUSTER will be held on Friday, 1 May 2020 at the Springwell Road collection yard.  

• Officers have issued letters of warning to landholders who have temporary fences on our Stock Routes and 
are requesting these be removed within set timeframes.  

• We have issued 3 grazing permits over the December-February period and have 2 applications for 
assessment when Officers can access the locations to undertake Pasture Assessments.  

• The Wild Dog Advisory Committee (WDAC) held a meeting on Tuesday, 11 February 2020 with Officers 
attending from NSW, Goondiwindi, Biosecurity Queensland, AgForce and relevant Syndicate 
representatives. 

• 2020-2021 State Capital Works Stock Route Facility Expression on Interests are currently being assessed 
by the Department of Natural Resources, Mines and Energy (DNRME).  DNRME have advised the new 
requirements around facility inspections and asset management every 6 months and would like Council to 
provide a 3-5 year maintenance program within their Stock Route Management Plan.  

• Wild Dog Scalps figures are shown below to date.  
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Compliance/Local Laws 

• Regular Local Laws patrols carried out in St George, Bollon, Dirranbandi, Thallon and Mungindi 

Wild Dog Exclusion Fencing (WDEF) 

• SPECIAL RATE SCHEME – Round 1: Officers have undertaken 5 out of 22 Work Health and Safety 
Inductions for the project. By week ending 15 March 2020, there will be 8 landholders who have received 
their materials ready for construction.  

• SPECIAL RATE SCHEME – Round 2: Application for the Special Rate Scheme Round 2 close on Tuesday, 
14 April 2020 at 3pm. Officers have had 21 phone calls relating to the Special Rate Scheme and the 
application form. Sarah Holt is available to assist Landholders with completing and submitting their 
applications.  

• COMMUNITIES COMBATING PESTS AND WEED IMPACTS DURING DROUGHT: Landholders are 
progressing, we have one landholder currently at 50% completed new fence and other landholders are 
progressing slowly. Council has an extension available for landholders who are participating due to the 
weather and delay in delivery of materials. One inspection took place on the 6 March 2020 for 50% 
completion.  Inspections of initial site and 25% completion still to take place on the other 9 properties.  

• MURRAY DARLING BASIN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM: Landholders have been emailed all 
the relevant information for them to submit to Council to go through the procurement processes involved. 
Phone contact has been made with 28 of the 37 Landholders to further progress their application and answer 
any relevant queries landholders have around supplying the information to Council.  

• REGIONAL ECONOMIC DIVERSIFICATION PROGRAM:  The three clusters under this program are 
progressing. The Cluster with Maranoa Regional Council is almost completed with the Certified Engineer 
assessing the Exclusion Fence Wings during March.  
East Thomby Cluster is at approximately 70% completed with new exclusion fence. Officers are yet to do 
50% completion inspections of the new fence for sign-off of their progress report.  
Homestead/Winji-jimi Cluster are now progressing slowly. They have completed a detailed Biosecurity Plan 
for the cluster and are now ordering materials.  

• Officers have been investigating a complaint from a local landholder that has come in regarding a cluster 
fence funded under a program external to the Council’s programs, where the integrity and maintenance of 
the fence from a cluster landholder has failed. Council is working with the funding body and landholders to 
get this cluster repaired and their monitoring plans put into action.  

Pest Plants 

• No progress this month due to recent rain event, weed spraying normally commences in the cooler months 
however with the rain conditions and moisture spraying may commence sooner. 

• COMMUNITIES COMBATING PESTS AND WEED IMPACTS DURING DROUGHT: The funding for the 
Moonie and Maranoa River Catchments Weed Management end date has been extended due to the drought 
conditions.  This project will commence in the next month and an implementation plan will be put in place 
for the relevant Officers to progress the on-ground and aerial surveys, Landholder education and Weed 
Management Plans (for individual properties).  

Financial and Resource Implications 
Operations and capital construction are progressing within approved budgets. 

Attachments 

Nil 
 

Digby Whyte 
Director Environment & Regulatory Services  
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