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ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS 
1. Opening 

2. Council Prayer 

3. Attendance 
 Expected attendance of this meeting is as follows:    

Councillors  Staff/Consultants  

Cr SC O’Toole 
(Mayor) 

-Full Meeting Mr Matthew Magin (Chief Executive 
Officer) 

-Whole Meeting 

Cr R Avery -Full Meeting Mrs Michelle Clarke (Director Finance & 
Corporate Services) 

-Whole Meeting 

Cr RG Fuhrmeister -Full Meeting Mr Andrew Boardman (Director 
Infrastructure Services) 

-As required for 
IFS 

Cr R Lomman -Full Meeting Dr Digby Whyte (Director Environment & 
Regulatory Services) 

-As required for 
ERS 

Cr SS Scriven -Full Meeting   

Cr ID Todd -Full Meeting   

Cr W Winks -Full Meeting   
 

 

 
 

 

4. Leave of Absence  

5. (COM) Confirmation of Minutes of the General Meeting held on 17 September, 2020. 
(COM) Confirmation of Minutes of the Special Meeting held on 15 October, 2020.Confirmation of 
Minutes 

6. Declaration of Conflicts of Interest 

7. Deputations  

Nil 

8. Councillor Reports 

9. Meeting Business by Corporate Function  

Office of the CEO 

Finance & Corporate Services  

Infrastructure Services  

Environment & Regulatory Services  

10. Confidential Items 

Office of the CEO  

Finance & Corporate Services  

Infrastructure Services  

Environment & Regulatory Services  

11. General Business 

12. Information Reports 

Office of the CEO 

Finance & Corporate Services  
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Infrastructure Services  

Environment & Regulatory Services  
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MEETING BUSINESS BY CORPORATE FUNCTION  
 

(OCEO) OFFICE OF THE CEO 
ITEM TITLE SUB HEADING PAGE 

OCEO1 RADF APPLICATION - 
THALLON PROGRESS 
ASSOCIATION 

RADF Application for Placemaking in Thallon. 5 

OCEO2 INLAND QUEENSLAND 
ROAD ACTION PLAN (IQ-
RAP) 

Continued funding of IQ-RAP for ongoing advocacy on behalf of 
Inland Qld road network  

46 

OCEO3 TOURISM EVENTS 
APPLICATION - ST 
GEORGE GOLF CLUB 

 70 

OCEO4 TOURISM EVENTS GRANT 
APPLICATION – THALLON 
PROGRESS ASSOCIATION 

 80 

OCEO5 SPONSORSHIP REQUEST - 
ISOLATED CHILDREN'S 
PARENT'S ASSN 

St George Isolated Children’s Parents Association (ICPA) have 
requested sponsorship for the 2020 Breaker Camp 

89 

OCEO6 DONATION REQUEST - 
DIRRANBANDI PASTORAL 
& AGRICULTURAL ASSN 

Dirranbandi Pastoral & Agricultural Association (P&A) have 
requested a financial donation for the 2020 Dirranbandi Christmas 
in the Showgrounds 

95 

OCEO7 DONATION REQUEST - ST 
GEORGE PONY CLUB 

St George Pony Club have requested a financial donation towards 
Bringing One Day Events to the West 

101 

OCEO8 DONATION REQUEST - ST 
GEORGE BOXING CLUB 

St George Boxing Club, with Goondir Health Services being the 
auspicing organisation have requested a financial donation for 
Boxing Club Polo shirts and Singlets 

108 

OCEO9 COMMUNITY EVENTS 
PROGRAM - BALONNE 
COMMUNITY NAIDOC 
WEEK CELEBRATIONS 
2020 

St George Aboriginal Housing Company have requested 
sponsorship for the 2020 Balonne Communities NAIDOC Week 
Celebrations 

120 

OCEO10 SITE SELECTION - 
PROPOSED DIRRANBANDI 
HOT BATHS 

Recommended Site for Dirranbandi Hot Baths located at Jack 
Dwyer Memorial Park properly described as Lot 56 SP101406, 
Dirranbandi, by the Chief Executive Officer. 

126 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: RADF Application - Thallon Progress Association 

DATE: 16.10.20  

AGENDA REF: OCEO1 

AUTHOR: Mariella Perez - Acting Community Development Officer  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

RADF Application for Placemaking in Thallon. 
 

Executive Summary 

The Thallon Progress Association requests $14,253.00 from the Regional Arts Development Fund for the 
‘Placemaking in Thallon’ project. The requested funds will go towards one (1) out of four (4) sculptures in this project. 

Background 

The Regional Arts Development Fund (RADF) is a state and local government partnership that supports local artists 
and arts and cultural activities in Queensland Communities. Arts Queensland requires that the assessment process 
for RADF investment involve a diversity of community members including a diversity of demographics as well as an 
internal assessment. 
  
The 2019-20 RADF Grant Program Round 2 is now closed for further applications, however, this is an ‘Out of Round’ 
application. Council has received an application from the Thallon Progress Association for the “Placemaking in 
Thallon” project. The RADF requested funds will go towards one (1) out of four (4) sculptures in this project.  
  
The Placemaking project gives an artistic expression of Thallon’s History as a Railway Town. This piece is a single 
recycled metal sculpture portraying a Rail Fettler working on a rail track, to be located on Balonne Shire Council 
Land. The objective of this Placemaking Art Piece, is the demonstration of this history, acknowledging the role of the 
railway in the shire and entices the viewer to explore this history further. It acknowledges the connection with the 
Railway by the town. 
  
This application was initially submitted in January 2020. The application was withdrawn due to insufficient supporting 
documentation after a preliminary assessment was conducted; the application was submitted again in September 
2020, and an extensive preliminary assessment, including internal and external consultation, was conducted as well. 
 
During the preliminary assessment, it was identified and recommended by the Community Development Officer & 
RADF Liaison Officer - Mariella Perez, that further planning surrounding the master plan and future of the 
placemaking arts in Thallon must be developed, as well as a community consultation program for the sculptures to 
be placed in the proposed locations, especially with the community members that will be directly impacted by this 
structure.  
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This application also notes that this project would eventually become a tourist attraction that promises to lengthen 
the tourist's stay. However, no documentation that supports the planning and development of this statement was 
provided. 
 
This project aligns with one (1) of the four local RADF priorities: 

 
 

The total budget for the project is $19,363.00 with the requested RADF investment of $14,253.00.  
 
The compliance assessment of the application has been completed by Mariella Perez - Community Development 
Officer and RADF Liaison Officer. The application has been signed by the appropriate parties and the applicant has 
outlined how they will address any workplace health and safety issues, which indicates that they seek to enter into 
a ‘Memorandum of Understanding’ with Council regarding ownership of the sculpture once installed, which will 
make Council fully responsible for public liability, on-going maintenance and care.  
 
It is also mentioned that the applicant has sought a letter from Balonne Shire Council (land owner’s consent) 
confirming permission to locate this sculpture in the proposed location, however, there is no evidence of such 
document in the attachments of this application. 
 
The application has been assessed by the RADF Reference Panel Chair in accordance with the Balonne Shire 
RADF program guidelines and obtained a score of 75 out of 100. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Vibrant creative arts, music, local history and culture 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Internal 

• Community Development Officer and RADF Liaison Officer – Mariella Perez 

• Community Development & Cultural Services Manager – Elizabeth Jones 

• Director of Infrastructure Services – Andrew Boardman 

• Manager of Transport & Drainage – Brenton Judge 

• Planning and Development Officer – Fiona Macleod 

• Asset Management and GIS Coordinator – Adam Cassel 
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• CEO – Matthew Magin 

• Manager of Tourism – Kim Wildman 

• Reference Panel Chair – Cr Fuhrmeister 

• Mayor of the Balonne Shire – Samantha O’Toole 
External 

• South West Queensland Regional Arts Officer 

Legal Implications 

• Public Liability will be Council’s responsibility. 

• No official document for Land Owner’s Consent has been sighted. 

Risk Implications 

Reputation - Inadequate engagement and assessment of the impact of external and internal stakeholders on 
our community, viability and productive capacity. 

Policy Implications 

Balonne Shire Arts and Cultural Policy 2015-2018 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Each year, Council participates in an Arts and Cultural Development program. The program is funded by Arts 
Queensland, through a program called Regional Arts Development Fund, along with Council’s contribution, this 
program is able to support these projects for the community.  
 

RADF Place Making Program (19-20 Surplus)      $13,020.00  
 
In previous years, through the RADF Community Grants Program, Council has approved over fifteen (15) 
applications, with an approximate of over $30,000.00 spent.  
 
The Thallon Progress Association requests $14,253.00 from the Regional Arts Development Fund for the 
‘Placemaking in Thallon’ project. 
 
There is insufficient Funding in the RADF 19-20 Place Making Program Surplus Fund for Council to approve the full 
amount requested, the funds for the RADF 19-20 Place Making Program Surplus will be as follows:  
 

RADF 19-20 Place Making Program_________________________________________$13,020.00  
(Allocated budget for the entire Balonne Shire) 
 
Less requested funding___________________________________________________$14,253.00  
 
RADF 19-20 Place Making Program _______________________________________ - $ 1,233.00  

 
The remaining RADF 19-20 Place Making Program funds will be rolled over into the 2020-2021 RADF program.  
The RADF 20-21 funding has been approved by Arts Queensland and an agreement is currently being processed. 

Options or Alternatives 

1. Council approves $3,500.00 to the Thallon Progress Association for the Placemaking in Thallon project 
from the 2019/20 RADF surplus fund, this being the highest amount for funding approved in the 19-20 
financial year. 
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2. Council approves the awarded average of $3,000.00 or other amount as decided by Council to the 
Thallon Progress Association for the Placemaking in Thallon project from the 2019/20 RADF surplus 
fund. 

3. Council declines this application in total due to insufficient funds. 
4. Council declines this application due to insufficient supporting documentation and evidence of planning 

and project development to meet the project objectives. 

 
 

Attachments 

1. 2020-10-16 - RADF - Out of Round - Placemaking in Thallon - External and Internal Consultation.pdf 
⇩  

2. 2020-10-16 - RADF 19-20 Application - Out of Round - Placemaking in Thallon - Thallon Progress 
Association.pdf ⇩  

   
 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to decline this application in total due to insufficient funds. 
 

 

 
Elizabeth Jones 
Community Development & Cultural Services Manager  

 

CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_files/CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_Attachment_3989_1.PDF
CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_files/CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_Attachment_3989_2.PDF
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Inland Queensland Road Action Plan (IQ-RAP) 

DATE: 19.10.20  

AGENDA REF: OCEO2 

AUTHOR: Matthew Magin - Chief Executive Officer  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Continued funding of IQ-RAP for ongoing advocacy on behalf of Inland Qld road network  
 

Executive Summary 

Balonne Shire Council have contributed to the ongoing work of RDA Townsville and North West for 5 years now 
and the need to continue to do so has been raised by many SWQ Mayors given the latest ask in terms of dollar 
contribution. RDA Townsville and North West are seeking $7.5k from each SWQ council to retain our 
involvement in this project. 

Background 

BSC has been a financial supporter of the IQ-RTAP project for 5 years and contributed $13,750 over that time 
see table below. Basically, the vision of IQ-RAP is to “increase the quality and accessibility of the road network 
contributing to Australia’s productivity, quality of life, safety and equity.” 
 

Date Details Amount 

26/6/2015 IQRAP Contribution $3,300.00 

22/1/2016 IQRAP Consultancy $2,200.00 

22/7/2016 IQRAP Contribution – Stage 2 $5,500.00 

23/11/2017 IQRAP Contribution – Stage 3 $1,100.00 

6/2/2019 IQRAP Contribution $1,650.00 

   

 TOTAL $13,750.00 

 
 
 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Infrastructure and Planning Safe, efficient and connected transport networks 
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Consultation (internal/external) 

SWQLGA 

Legal Implications 

Nil 

Risk Implications 

Community Service - Inability to achieve Council’s vision and mission to deliver community services and meet 
current and future needs.  

Policy Implications 

Roads are the largest single commitment across our Shire and all western Qld councils. IQ-RAP are claiming 
significant success for their advocacy efforts. Given the policy positions of SWQLGA/SWROC and WQAC 
around road funding it could have reputational and financial implications if we cut our support and miss out on 
future federal or state funding as a result.   

Financial and Resource Implications 

As above 

Options or Alternatives 

The only option is to continue funding albeit at a much higher level. 

 
 

Attachments 

1. 2020-09-09 - IQ-RAP 2020 21 Funding Proposal.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to discontinue funding for IQ-RAP and ask the Chief Executive Officer to write a letter 
of thanks to the IQ-RAP Chair for all the committee’s efforts over the 5 years Balonne Shire Council has been 
involved. 
 

 
 

 
Matthew Magin 
Chief Executive Officer  

 

CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_files/CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_Attachment_3962_1.PDF
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Tourism Events Application - St George Golf Club 

DATE: 17.10.20  

AGENDA REF: OCEO3 

AUTHOR: Kim Wildman - Tourism Manager  
  

 

Tourism Events Grant Application – St George Golf Club 
 

Executive Summary 

Round 1 2021 Tourism Events Grant for Destination Event sponsorship request from the St George Golf Club 
for the Dragon Country Sandgreen Cup to be held on 4, 5 and 6 June 2021. 

Background 

First held in 2018 the Dragon Country Sandgreen Cup is the flagship annual tournament of the St George Golf 
Club.  
 
The 2020 tournament, originally slated for May but postponed until early October due to COVID-19, attracted 
150 competitors, who were accompanied to the event by at least one other person. Additionally, the event drew 
another 50 officials and support personnel from near and far bringing the total number of unique attendees to 
the tournament to 350 people. Of this number 65%, approximately 230 people, were from outside the Shire and 
stayed an average of 3 nights. Using Tourism Research Australia’s estimated daily expenditure for the Balonne 
Shire (currently determined as $130 per person per night) the 2020 tournament thus delivered $90,000 of direct 
economic benefits to the Shire.  
 
The 2021 event, scheduled for 4, 5 and 6 June 2021, has been strategically positioned to take place the weekend 
before the Queensland Men’s Sandgreen Championship which will be held in Cunnamulla. In doing this the St 
George Golf Club aims to not only attract more competitors but also encourage attendees to stay an additional 
3 nights in the Balonne Shire bringing the total nights’ stay for the event to 6 nights. Further strategies for how 
the Club plans to achieve this goal are detailed below.  
 
Based solely on an increase in night’s stay, the new estimated economic value of the tournament to the Shire is 
$179,000 (230 people x 6 nights x $130 per person spend). Allowing for a marginal increase of 10% in competitor 
numbers, the number of unique attendees would increase to 380 people, 65% of which, approximately 250 
people, coming from outside the Balonne Shire, the economic value of the event for 2021 could potentially rise 
to $195,000. 
 
The St George Golf Club has therefore submitted an application for a Tier 2 Destination Event for the 2021 
Dragon Country Sandgreen Cup, requesting $3,000 in financial support.  
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FUNDING CRITERIA 
The two main criteria for a Tier 2 Destination Event under the Tourism Events Grant Funding Program are that 
the event: 
 

1. Generates in excess of $200,000 economic impact; OR 
2. Attracts between 1000-2000 unique attendees with substantial visitor numbers from outside the Shire. 

 
Furthermore, the Tourism Events Grant stipulates three key funding priorities which the Dragon Country 
Sandgreen Cup plans on meeting as detailed below: 
 
 Increase visitation & length of stay of visitors to the Shire  
The Dragon Country Sandgreen Cup attracts a large number of competitors from outside the Shire who come 
with their families to compete in the event. In hosting the tournament the weekend before the before the 
Queensland Men’s Sandgreen Championship, held in Cunnamulla, the Club plans on increasing the number of 
night’s stay in the Shire form 3 to 6. Strategies used to encourage competitors and their families to stay longer 
will include offering the St George Course to competitors to as a practice green to prepare for Cunnamulla and 
working with the Visitor Information Centre and local Tourism Operators to create a week-long program of tours 
and activities to entice visitors to stay longer to see the sights and attractions the Shire has to offer. 
 
Generates positive state-wide or national media coverage 
While the annual event to date has not achieve national media coverage, it continues to receive favourable state 
coverage through local and regional media such as through ABC Radio as well as through social media channels 
including Facebook. For the 2021 event the Golf Club plans to increase coverage through implementing a more 
proactive Marketing Plan which will include the creation of a professional flyer, media alerts and press releases, 
as well as additional posting to Social Media via Facebook and Instagram. 
 
Stimulates the local economy through business partnerships 
The St George Golf Club actively pursues local partnerships with Balonne-based businesses and community 
groups with all supplies including fuel, food, and trophies/prizes purchased locally.  
 
Additionally, the Event Organisers have provided an adequate Event Management Plan including a Budget and 
Marketing Plan along with a sound Data Collection Plan and a Risk Assessment. 
 
Going on 2019 figures the Dragon Country Sandgreen Cup more than qualifies for a Tier 3 Regional Events 
grant of $2000. However, if the Golf Club implements the strategies detailed above to entice more competitors 
and encourage them to stay longer, the likelihood of the tournament achieving Tier 2 Destination Event status 
is very high. 
 
As the main purpose of the Tourism Events Grant is to help Event Organisers grow and develop their events 
and that, with more assistance, the Dragon Country Sandgreen Cup has the potential to attract more competitors 
and visitors from outside the Shire, Council should consider approving the $3,000 in financial support. 
 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Economy Tourism growth and development 
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Consultation (internal/external) 

Ross Brimblecombe, President St George Golf Club Inc. 

Legal Implications 

NA 

Risk Implications 

Reputation - Inadequate engagement and assessment of the impact of external and internal stakeholders on 
our community, viability and productive capacity. 

Policy Implications 

NA 

Financial and Resource Implications 

The Tourism Events Grant Program has an approved annual budget of $63,000 for the 2020/2021 Financial 
Year. As all tourism events for the latter half of 2020 were cancelled due to COVID-19, no funds have been 
allocated to date. 
 
If Council resolves to grant the St George Golf Club the full $3,000 requested, more than half of the total budget 
will remain available for Round 2 funding applications in 2021. 
 
Council therefore has sufficient funds to support this application. 
 

Annual Budget  $63,000 

Less pending requests   

St George Golf Club $3,000.00  

Total remaining  $60,000 

 

Options or Alternatives 

Reduce the funding amount by offering the St George Golf Club $2000 under the Tier 3 Regional Event. 

 
 

Attachments 

1. 01.10.2020-2021 Dragon Country Sandgreen Cup Tourism Events Grant Application.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to sponsor the St George Golf Club with $3,000 from the Tourism Events Grant Funding 
Program for the 2021 Dragon Country Sandgreen Cup. 
 

 

 
Matthew Magin 
Chief Executive Officer  

CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_files/CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_Attachment_3974_1.PDF
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Tourism Events Grant Application – Thallon Progress Association 

DATE: 17.10.20  

AGENDA REF: OCEO4 

AUTHOR: Kim Wildman - Tourism Manager  
  

 

Tourism Events Grant Application – Thallon Progress Association 
 

Executive Summary 

Round 1 2021 Tourism Events Grant for Regional Event sponsorship request from the Thallon Progress 
Association for the 2021 Grazing at the Watering Hole event to be held on 13 March 2021. 

Background 

Grazing at the Watering Hole is a biennial event. It is a unique Outback, long table dining experience that features 
local food, wine, art and music all set against the backdrop of the magnificent "Watering Hole" mural on the 
Thallon GrainCorp Silos.  
 
The inaugural event, held on the last weekend of September in 2018, drew a crowd of 120 guests. Initially the 
second event was planned for September 2020 but was postponed due to COVID-19 and will now be staged on 
13 March 2021.  
 
While it is important to the organisers to maintain the intimate atmosphere associated with this type of event, the 
organisers have decided to increase their attendee numbers, in particular tourist, for the 2021 event making 200 
tickets available. In addition, some 50 volunteers from the Balonne Shire and beyond will be enlisted to staff the 
event bringing the total number of unique attendees to the event to 250. Of these it is estimated that 50%, 
approximately 125 people, will come from outside the Shire and stay an average of 2 nights.  
 
Using Tourism Research Australia’s estimated daily expenditure for the Balonne Shire (currently determined as 
$130 per person per night) the 2021 event will deliver $32,000 of economic benefit to the Shire. 
 
The Thallon Progress Association has submitted an application for a Tier 3 Regional Event for the 2021 Grazing 
at the Watering Hole event. requesting $2,000 in financial support. Additionally, they have requested a fee waiver 
for the McGeever Recreational/Campgrounds. 
 
 
FUNDING CRITERIA 
The two main criteria for a Tier 3 Regional Event under the new Tourism Events Grant Funding Program are 
that the event:  
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1. Generates, or has the potential to generate, in excess of $100,000 economic impact annually 
2. Attracts up to 1000 unique attendees, with significant visitor numbers from outside the Shire. 

 
While delivering in excess of $100,000 in economic impact is the goal of a Tier 3 Regional Event, which offers 
up to $2,000 in financial support, the Tourism Events Policy states clearly that an event need only have “the 
potential” to deliver this amount. Therefore, Grazing at the Watering Hole qualifies as a Tier 3 Regional Event. 
 
Grazing at the Watering Hole also meets three of Council’s key funding priorities as below: 
 
Increase visitation & length of stay of visitors to the Shire  
The Thallon Progress Association has been working with Palmers Coaches to create a package tour to bring in 
visitors from outside of the region for the event. Several advance bookings have already been made. The 
Progress Association is also working with the Visitor Information Centre to promote other attractions and 
sights/sites in the Shire to encourage travellers to stay longer. 
 
Generates positive state-wide or national media coverage 
The iconic setting of this event with the stunning GrainCorp Silos as the backdrop has ensured that this event 
has drawn strong media exposure. Articles about the event have appeared in Highlife Magazine, Goondiwindi 
Argus, and Queensland Country Life. The event also featured on the Channel 7 Weekender and ABC New 
Breakfast TV programs. Additionally, the Grazing at the Watering Hole has been listed online with both Tourism 
& Events Queensland and Southern Queensland Country Tourism. A comprehensive Marketing Plan has been 
created and a PR company contracted to promote and coordinate the 2021 event. Local, State and National 
media coverage will be activity pursued in the lead up to the event through targeted media releases along with 
web and social media content which will highlight drawcards for the 2021 event including MC Sammie O’Brien. 
 
Stimulates the local economy through business partnerships 
The Thallon Progress Association actively pursues local partnerships with Balonne-based businesses allocating 
$14,000 of the event budget to pay for local produce, catering, entertainment and transportation. 
 
Additionally, the Event Organisers have provided a detailed Event Management Plan which includes an 
Emergency Management Plan, along with a sound Data Collection Plan. 
 
As the main purpose of the Tourism Events Grant is to help Event Organisers grow and develop their events 
and that, Council should consider approving the Thallon Progress Association’s request for $2,000 in financial 
support and fee waiver for the 2021 Grazing at the Watering Hole event. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Economy Tourism growth and development 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Leanne Brosnan, Secretary Thallon Progress Association 

Legal Implications 

NA 

Risk Implications 

Reputation - Inadequate engagement and assessment of the impact of external and internal stakeholders on 
our community, viability and productive capacity. 
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Policy Implications 

NA 

Financial and Resource Implications 

The Tourism Events Grant Program has an approved annual budget of $63,000 for the 2020/2021 Financial 
Year. As all tourism events for the latter half of 2020 were cancelled due to COVID-19, no funds have been 
allocated to date. 
 
If Council resolves to grant the Thallon Progress Association the full $2,000 requested, more than half of the 
total budget will remain available for Round 2 funding applications in 2021. 
 

Annual Budget  $63,000 

Less pending requests   

St George Golf Club $3,000.00  

Thallon Progress Association $2,000.00  

Total remaining  $58,000 

 
 
Council therefore has sufficient funds to support this application. 
 
If Council approves the fee waiver ($120 for two days hire of the abolition facilities at the McGeever 
Recreational/Campgrounds and electricity costs of approximately $250), the total financial and in-kind support 
offered would be approximately $2370. 
 

Options or Alternatives 

Fund a lesser amount. 

 
 

Attachments 

1. 13.10.2020-Grazing at the Watering Hole Tourism Events Grant Application.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to: 

1. Sponsor the Thallon Progress Association with $2,000.00 from the Tourism Events Grant Funding 
Program for the 2021 Grazing at the Watering Hole event. 

2. Council waives the fee for the hire of the Recreational/Campgrounds (including electricity) for 2 days 
in the sum of $2370.00 for the 2021 Grazing at the Watering Hole event.  

 

 
Matthew Magin 
Chief Executive Officer  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Sponsorship Request - Isolated Children's Parent's Assn 

DATE: 16.10.20  

AGENDA REF: OCEO5 

AUTHOR: Dani Kinnear - Community Development Officer  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

St George Isolated Children’s Parents Association (ICPA) have requested sponsorship for the 2020 Breaker 
Camp 
 

Executive Summary 

This month Council has received four (4) requests from the Community Grants and Assistance Program. This 
being a sponsorship request from St George ICPA for the 2020 Breaker Camp. 

Background 

The St George ICPA run a camp every year, last year it was held in St George. As part of this camp, up to 40 
school aged children in the Balonne region will be given the opportunity to learn new skills and be coached in 
sport, and science with specialized coaches. As a lot of the children are Distance Ed and home schooled children 
this is a wonderful time for them to not only learn new skills but also build friendships and socialize with their 
peers which some don’t often get to do. The children will be in small groups that rotate through the activities 
each day.  Night time activities are provided each night and being away from the St George area this year, the 
children will hopefully get the opportunity to play ten pin bowling, laser tag and indoor cricket and go to the 
movies amongst other activities to continue encouraging socializing and learning new skills.  
 
For some of these kids it may be the first time they will have ever experienced these things that our city cousins 
often may get to do. These activities will also build resilience, develop new physical activity skills, encourage 
team building and provide opportunities for leadership and social responsibilities.  
 
The Breaker camp is run by volunteers, mostly parents from the St George ICPA branch, and they rely on grants 
and donations for this camp to be made possible. Camp is also a great opportunity for these children’s parents 
to be able to get off their properties or away from their small businesses and have a break, hence the name 
“Breaker Camp” - A break from the land, a break from the drought, a breakaway is good for the soul. This is not 
just a time away for kids but parents also.   
 
St George ICPA are hoping to use the money from Council to give the children polo shirts again this year. These 
shirts will have the sponsors’ logo on them,  
 
St George ICPA have requested a donation of $1,800 towards the 2020 Breaker Camp 
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Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Community spaces to connect, engage and learn 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Tracey Armstrong – St George ICPA 

Legal Implications 

Not Applicable 

Risk Implications 

Community Service - Inability to achieve Council’s vision and mission to deliver community services and meet 
current and future needs. 

Policy Implications 

Community Grants and Assistance Policy 

Financial and Resource Implications 

The Community Grants and Assistance program has an approved annual budget of $60,000 for Community 
grants and assistance which includes traffic management sponsorship. To date Council has committed 
$3,470.60 from this budget for 2020/21 financial year. 
 
St George ICPA have requested $1,800 as a donation towards their 2020 Breaker Camp. 
 
Council has sufficient funds in the 2020/21 Community Grants and Assistance budget to donate St George ICPA 
 

 

Options or Alternatives 

Not Applicable 

 
 

Attachments 

1. Sponsorship request - St George ICPA ⇩  
   

Annual Budget – Community Grants and Assistance including Traffic Management 
Sponsorship 

 $60,000 

Less approved/allocated requests $3,470.60  

Less pending requests   

Dirranbandi P & A $2,000  

St George Boxing Club $1,372.50  

St George Pony Club  $3,000  

St George ICPA $1,800  

   

Total remaining  $48,356.90 

CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_files/CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_Attachment_3984_1.PDF
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Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to donate $1,800 to St George ICPA for the 2020 Breaker Camp from the 2020/21 
Community Grants and Assistance Budget. 

 
 

 
Elizabeth Jones 
Community Development & Cultural Services Manager  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Donation Request - Dirranbandi Pastoral & Agricultural Assn 

DATE: 16.10.20  

AGENDA REF: OCEO6 

AUTHOR: Dani Kinnear - Community Development Officer  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Dirranbandi Pastoral & Agricultural Association (P&A) have requested a financial donation for the 2020 
Dirranbandi Christmas in the Showgrounds 
 

Executive Summary 

This month Council has received four (4) requests from the Community Grants and Assistance Program. This 
being a donation request from Dirranbandi P & A for the 2020 Dirranbandi Christmas in the Showgrounds. 

Background 

The Dirranbandi P & A hold an annual Christmas celebration at the showgrounds, to bring the community 
together.  
This year the event will be held on the 11th of December and will be a family orientated event with BBQ and 
drinks followed by a visit from Santa and goodie bags for all the Children.  
 
Funds from Council will go towards Santa bags, jumping castle hire, face painting, BBQ and entertainment.  
 
Dirranbandi P & A have received a showground hire charge fee waiver for this event and previously Council 
sponsored the Dirranbandi P& A $1,000 for their 2019 Show from the Community Grants and Assistance 
program 
 
Dirranbandi P & A have requested a donation of $3,000 towards the 2020 Christmas in the showgrounds 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Community well-being 
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Consultation (internal/external) 

Megan Deshon – Dirranbandi P & A 

Legal Implications 

Not Applicable 

Risk Implications 

Community Service - Inability to achieve Council’s vision and mission to deliver community services and meet 
current and future needs. 

Policy Implications 

Community Grants and Assistance Policy 

Financial and Resource Implications 

The Community Grants and Assistance program has an approved annual budget of $60,000 for Community 
grants and assistance which includes traffic management sponsorship. To date Council has committed 
$3,470.60 from this budget for 2020/21 financial year.  
 
Dirranbandi P & A have requested $3,000 as a donation towards their Annual 2020 Dirranbandi Christmas in 
the Showgrounds 
 
Council has sufficient funds in the 2020/21 Community Grants and Assistance budget to donate to Dirranbandi 
P & A, however it is recommended to donate $2,000, given that Council has waived the showground hire fee for 
this event.  
 
Due to the COVID 19 pandemic, not many events are being held, which means fewer sponsorship requests are 
coming into Council. Over recent years Council has sponsored community organisations for events and 
workshops up to $1,000, with the exception for specialty events that attract and support the wider community. 
On these rare occasions Council has then sponsored between $2,000 and $3,000 from the Community Grants 
and Assistance program. The importance for community to gather and come together especially since there 
have been very few events this year, is the reason that an amount of $2,000 is recommended. 
  

 

Options or Alternatives 

1. Council donates $2,000 to Dirranbandi P& A for the 2020 Dirranbandi Christmas in the showgrounds 
from the 2020/21 Community Grants and Assistance Budget. 

Annual Budget – Community Grants and Assistance including Traffic Management 
Sponsorship 

 $60,000 

Less approved/allocated requests $3,470.60  

Less pending requests   

Dirranbandi P & A $2,000  

St George Boxing Club $1,372.50  

St George Pony Club  $3,000  

St George ICPA $1,800  

   

Total remaining  $48,356.90 
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2. Council donates $3,000 to Dirranbandi P &A for the 2020 Dirranbandi Christmas in the Showgrounds 
from the 2020/21 Community Grants and Assistance Budget. 

 
 

Attachments 

1. Sponsorship Request - Dirranbandi P & A ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to donate $2,000 to Dirranbandi P & A for the 2020 Dirranbandi Christmas in the 
Showgrounds from the 2020/21 Community Grants and Assistance Budget. 

 
 

 
Elizabeth Jones 
Community Development & Cultural Services Manager  

 

CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_files/CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_Attachment_3983_1.PDF
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Donation Request - St George Pony Club 

DATE: 16.10.20  

AGENDA REF: OCEO7 

AUTHOR: Dani Kinnear - Community Development Officer  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

St George Pony Club have requested a financial donation towards Bringing One Day Events to the West 
 

Executive Summary 

This month Council has received four (4) requests from the Community Grants and Assistance Program. This 
being a donation request from St George Pony Club for Brining One Day Events to the West 

Background 

The St George Pony club has seen a gap where there are no “one day events” in the South west, which means 
that our St George Members and most pony club members in the south west have to travel in excess of 4 hours 
to attend a One Day event. After seeing this gap, St George Pony Club set a goal to host a one day competition 
event, however the cross country facilities and equipment in the rural areas do not meet the specifications to be 
able to host such event  
St George Pony Club need to invest in specific safety items including protection vests to allow them to host 
these events.  
 
If the St George Pony Club receive funding to purchase the critical items, they will then be in a position to host 
a One Day Event multiple times a year in addition to their existing annual Pony Club, rally days and regular 
gymkhanas. These one-day events would attract riders from all over the state.  
 
St George Pony Club have requested a donation of $3,000 towards Bringing One Day Events to the West 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Healthy and active lifestyles 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Legal Implications 

Not Applicable 
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Risk Implications 

Community Service - Inability to achieve Council’s vision and mission to deliver community services and meet 
current and future needs. 

Policy Implications 

This project does not align with the community Grants and Assistance policy because the protection vest will be 
owned by The St George pony club in which capital is an ineligible sponsorship item.  
For this specific project, it is recommended that an exemption is made on the basis that if these vests are 
purchased, the club then meets the specifications to host one day events. These events can be held multiple 
times per year and will bring in riders from outside the Shire, which brings money into the town and allows our 
members to participate in these events without having to travel so far. This will also help with more members 
being able to participate in these events as some members cannot afford to travel to the other one day events.  

Financial and Resource Implications 

 
The Community Grants and Assistance program has an approved annual budget of $60,000 for Community 
grants and assistance which includes traffic management sponsorship. To date Council has committed 
$3,470.60 from this budget for 2020/21 financial year. 
 
St George Pony Club have requested $3,000 as a donation towards Bringing One Day Events to the West 
 
If an exemption is confirmed, Council has sufficient funds in the 2020/21 Community Grants and Assistance 
budget to donate to St George Pony Club,  
 

 

Options or Alternatives 

1. Council resolves to not sponsor St George Pony club on the grounds that it does not align with the 
Community Grants and Assistance Policy 

 
 

Attachments 

1. Sponsorship Request - St George Pony Club ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 

Annual Budget – Community Grants and Assistance including Traffic Management 
Sponsorship 

 $60,000 

Less approved/allocated requests $3,470.60  

Less pending requests   

Dirranbandi P & A $2,000  

St George Boxing Club $1,372.50  

St George Pony Club  $3,000  

St George ICPA $1,800  

   

Total remaining  $48,356.90 

CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_files/CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_Attachment_3985_1.PDF
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That Council resolves to  

• Make an exemption to Community Grants and assistance Policy for this project 

• Donate $3,000 to St George Pony Club towards Bringing One Day Events to the West from 
the 2020/21 Community Grants and Assistance Budget 

 
 

 
Elizabeth Jones 
Community Development & Cultural Services Manager  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Donation Request - St George Boxing Club 

DATE: 16.10.20  

AGENDA REF: OCEO8 

AUTHOR: Dani Kinnear - Community Development Officer  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

St George Boxing Club, with Goondir Health Services being the auspicing organisation have requested a 
financial donation for Boxing Club Polo shirts and Singlets 
 

Executive Summary 

This month Council has received four (4) requests from the Community Grants and Assistance Program. This 
being a donation request from St George Boxing Club for Boxing Club polo Shirts and Singlets 

Background 

St George Boxing club – In the Box is a relatively new organisation, run by volunteers, has a member base of 
30+ and is run in the old RSL building. It supports people of all ages and is gaining momentum and giving 
members the opportunity to be a part of club that promotes positive competition and staying healthy.  
 
The club presently does not have any apparel to promote themselves or allow the members to present 
themselves and have a sense of pride in their club when attending competitions and events.   
 
These shirts will be given to each of the members and will not be for resale.  
 
Although St George Boxing Club is not incorporated, Goondir Health Services will be the auspicing organisation  
 
St George Boxing Club have requested a donation of $1,372.50 towards Boxing Club Polo Shirts and Singlets 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Healthy and active lifestyles 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Adam Cassel – St George Boxing Club 

Legal Implications 

Not Applicable 
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Risk Implications 

Community Service - Inability to achieve Council’s vision and mission to deliver community services and meet 
current and future needs. 

Policy Implications 

Community Grants and Assistance Policy 

Financial and Resource Implications 

The Community Grants and Assistance program has an approved annual budget of $60,000 for Community 
grants and assistance which includes traffic management sponsorship. To date Council has committed 
$3,470.60 from this budget for 2020/21 financial year. 
 
St George Boxing Club have requested $1,372.50 as a donation towards Boxing Polo Shirts and Singlets 
 
Council has sufficient funds in the 2020/21 Community Grants and Assistance budget to donate to St George 
Boxing Club 

Options or Alternatives 

Not Applicable 
 

Attachments 

1. Donation Request - St George Boxing Club ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to donate $1,372.50 to St George Boxing with Goondir Health Services being their 
auspicing organisation for their Boxing Shirts and Singlets from the 2020/21 Community Grants and 
Assistance Budget. 

 
 

 
Elizabeth Jones 
Community Development & Cultural Services Manager  

 

Annual Budget – Community Grants and Assistance including Traffic Management 
Sponsorship 

 $60,000 

Less approved/allocated requests $3,470.60  

Less pending requests   

Dirranbandi P & A $2,000  

St George Boxing Club $1,372.50  

St George Pony Club  $3,000  

St George ICPA $1,800  

   

Total remaining  $48,356.90 

CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_files/CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_Attachment_3986_1.PDF
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: 
Community Events Program - Balonne Community NAIDOC Week Celebrations 
2020 

DATE: 16.10.20  

AGENDA REF: OCEO9 

AUTHOR: Dani Kinnear - Community Development Officer  

  

 

Sub-Heading 

St George Aboriginal Housing Company have requested sponsorship for the 2020 Balonne Communities 
NAIDOC Week Celebrations 
 

Executive Summary 

This month Council has received one (1) request from the Community Events Program. This being a 
sponsorship request from St George Aboriginal Housing Company. 

Background 

NAIDOC Week celebrations are held across Australia each July, however due to COVID it was postponed, and 
The St George NAIDOC committee will now have the celebrations between the 8th-14th November 2020. This 
week is held to celebrate the history, culture, and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 
NAIDOC is celebrated not only in Indigenous communities, but by Australians from all walks of life.   
 
 
Balonne Communities NAIDOC Program – held on Sunday 8th November to Saturday 14 November 2020.   

Sunday 08/11/20 –  
 Cemetery Service and morning tea 

Monday 09/11/20  
 Flag Raising and Morning Tea at St George State School 

Tuesday 10/11/20  
 Art Show and Morning Tea and Indigicare 

Wednesday 11/11/20  
 Community Fun day 

 Junior NAIDOC Awards 

Thursday 12/11/2020 
 NAIDOC celebrations with smaller schools – Dirranbandi, Thallon, Bollon, Hebel and 

Begonia 
Friday 13/11/20 

- Senior NAIDOC Awards Dinner 
 

 



 

 

OCEO9 
 

Page 121 of 441 29 October 2020 

 

St George Aboriginal Housing Company have requested a donation of $3,000 towards the 2020 Balonne 
Communities NAIDOC Week Celebrations 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Vibrant creative arts, music, local history and culture 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Jasmin Clevin – St George NAIDOC Committee 
Mariella Perez – Balonne Shire Council 

Legal Implications 

Not Applicable 

Risk Implications 

Community Service - Inability to achieve Council’s vision and mission to deliver community services and meet 
current and future needs. 

Policy Implications 

Community Grants and Assistance Policy 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Council has an approved budget for Community Events (separate to the Community Grants and Assistance 
program). The purpose of the Community events program is to allocate funds for projects and activities such as: 
Australia Day, Seniors Week, NAIDOC week, Community Movie nights, and other events during the year 
 
In the 2020/21 budget Council has allocated $15,000.00 to this program.  $646.29 of this fund has been 
expended with a remaining balance of $14,353.71.    
 
St George Aboriginal Housing Company has requested $3,000.00 towards the local 2020 NAIDOC celebrations. 
Council provided $2,000 in 2017, $2,500 in 2018 and $3,000 in 2019 towards the NAIDOC celebrations.  
 
There are sufficient funds in the 2020/21 community events program for Council to contribute $3,000.00 towards 
the 2020 local NAIDOC celebration activities. 
 

Annual Budget      $15,000.00 

 Less approved/allocated requests 646.29  

Less pending requests   

NAIDOC Celebrations 2020 3,000.00  

   

Total remaining  $11,353.71 

 

Options or Alternatives 

Not Applicable 
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Attachments 

1. Sponsorship Request - 2020 NAIDOC week Celebrations ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to sponsor St George Aboriginal Housing Company with $3,000 for the Balonne 
Communities NAIDOC Week Celebrations in 2020, from the 2020/21 Community Events Program. 

 
 

 
Elizabeth Jones 
Community Development & Cultural Services Manager  

 

CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_files/CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_Attachment_3992_1.PDF
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Site Selection - Proposed Dirranbandi Hot Baths 

DATE: 19.10.20  

AGENDA REF: OCEO10 

AUTHOR: Garnet Radford - Economic Development Officer  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Recommended Site for Dirranbandi Hot Baths located at Jack Dwyer Memorial Park properly described as Lot 
56 SP101406, Dirranbandi, by the Chief Executive Officer. 
 

Executive Summary 

Council is reviewing and evaluating five potential sites in Dirranbandi for the development and construction of 
the Dirranbandi Hot Baths. Suitable sites in Dirranbandi have been limited due to the need to avoid flooding, 
reserves, native title, and other aspects such as existing amenity and proximity to the town bore. A suitable site 
has been determined located in Jack Dwyer Memorial Park – Lot 56 SP101406.  

This report seeks Council approval to develop and construct the Dirranbandi Hot Baths on Council owned Lot 
56 SP101406 due to the advantages of this site, the constraints of other sites suggested and as recommended 
by the conceptual design and theme consultants (Spa Guru Consulting).  Council owns this site and it is preferred 
over other sites that were investigated due to: available space to build the hot baths on the lot, close proximity 
to the water bore and water treatment facility, incorporate the drain, close proximity to the carpark, amenity with 
the river and no constraints such as Native Title, nature reserves, timing and infrastructure related costs in 
comparison to other sites.    

Background 

This project will construct a series of thermal hot baths to be located in Dirranbandi. Dirranbandi has a population 
of less than 700 people and is located in a flood-prone agricultural area. The aim of the project is to increase 
tourist numbers in the area by attracting those following the trail of hot springs in the region and to provide a 
facility to improve the amenity of Dirranbandi. The facility will also target local residents looking for an experience 
and therapeutic values offered.  
 
The project involves the development and construction of the hot baths with consultation from Spa Guru 
Consulting who has been appointed as the project consultant for conceptual design and theme, site selection 
and project costings.  Preliminary work will involve the finalisation of the site by Council, completion of the project 
design and approval of the design by Council, the procurement of materials, a tender process for a construction 
contractor and the engagement of the contractor. Construction works will include earth works, the preparation 
of footings and the site, excavation for the tanks, and the construction of footpaths. The project is made possible 
with a total of $875,000 of grant funding from the Commonwealth Government Murray-Darling Basin Economic 
Development Program (MDBEDP). 
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The Jack Dwyer Memorial Park is considered one of the few sites that meet the site requirements: 
1. The site needs to be close to town to ensure the largest number of tourists, residents and businesses have 

access to the baths  
2. The site needs to take flooding into consideration with flood proofing implemented in the design 
3. The site needs to provide an optimal visitor experience with existing and supporting amenity 
4. The site ideally needs to be located within close proximity of the town bore reducing infrastructure related 

costs 
5. The site needs to be one that is close to or within town limits and easily managed by a private operator in 

partnership with Council (proposed) 
6. The site needs to have access to power 
7. Given the timeline for achieving the project the site needs to minimise other aspects such as native title. 
8. Free of land tenure and applicable reserve constraints   
 

 
Figure 1: Potential Sites for Dirranbandi Hot Baths 
 
Figure 1 Shows the potential sites that were investigated.  
 
Site considered and evaluation summaries: 
 
1. Rail and River Precinct – 12SP134265 – located within the Rail and River precinct. Challenges to theme, 

future planning, and expansion of the precinct.  Visibility from the main road. Capital constraints on water 
infrastructure (distance to bore) 

 
2. Near Dirranbandi Caravan Park –1RP100720 – located in close proximity to the Dirranbandi Caravan Park. 

Constraint is a proposed road reserve through the property and after consultation with DNRME, the proposed 
use for the site would not be supported.  

 
3. Jack Dwyer Memorial Park – Lot 55 D30622 – site is in the Jack Dwyer Memorial Park precinct of which 

Council is trustee of the site.  The site is part of the reserve over Lot 55 was created on 3 September 1949, 
for 'Township' purposes – constraining and thus not supporting the construction of a baths even if relocatable 
– fixed footprint and also limited space to develop the baths.  
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4. Jack Dwyer Memorial Park – Lot 54 BLM1171 – site is in the Jack Dwyer Memorial Park.  The Queensland 

Government are the owners of the site. Site has very positive attributes to house the baths, however, would 
require Council to acquire the site (acquisitions) thus creating both capital and project timing and completion 
constraints (estimated 12-month process). Consideration of this site for future expansion/growth.  Close 
proximity to the town bore.  

 
5. Jack Dwyer Memorial Park – Lot 56 SP1010406 – site is owned by Balonne Shire Council and in the Jack 

Dwyer Memorial Park precinct. No constraints such as capital, tenure, native title, and within close proximity 
to the town bore reducing infrastructure costs. Lot size can accommodate for the hot baths footprint and still 
maintain ample car parking.  

 

 
Figure 2: Aerial view of Jack Dwyer Memorial Park 
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Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Economy Tourism growth and development 

Consultation (internal/external) 

4.1.  BSC Councillors – Cr O’Toole, Cr Avery, Cr Todd  
4.2 Spa Guru Consulting (Conceptual design and theme) 
4.3 SMK Consultants (Surveying) 
4.4 Janine York – Department of Natural Resources, Mines and Energy (land tenure, acquisitions, reserves 
– State owned land) 
4.5 Jeremy Marshall – MacDonnells Law (Native Title and procedural rights) 
4.6 Andrew Boardman, Adam Cassell, Peter Willey - BSC Infrastructure Services 
4.7  Fiona Macleod – BSC Planning Officer 
4.8 Andrea Killen – Murray-Darling Advisory Group and President Dirranbandi Progress Association 
4.9 Jonathan Burrell – Murray-Daring Advisory Group, First Nation Community Member 
4.10 Pam Crothers – Rail and River Precinct, Rail and River Arts Council 
4.11 Barbra McMillan – Rural Transaction Centre, Visitor Information Centre 
4.12 Nikki Pulfer – Dirranbandi Retreat and Caravan Park 
4.13 Rebecca Lomman – Arcadia Communications (Business and Tourism Advisor) 
4.14 Dirranbandi Fishing & Restocking Club   
4.15 Mark and Julie Anderson – Dirranbandi Motor Inn  
4.16 Kimberley Clark – Community Health Nurse 
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Legal Implications 

Legal advice received regarding Native Title and procedural rights (can be viewed by Councillors on request).   

Risk Implications 

Reputation - Inadequate engagement and assessment of the impact of external and internal stakeholders on 
our community, viability and productive capacity. 

Policy Implications 

There are no policy implications with the adoption of this report.  The project is consistent with the objectives of 
the Corporate Plan to grow the economy and create community health and wellbeing.  

Financial and Resource Implications 

Planning approval and construction of the Dirranbandi Hot Baths is funded through grant monies with a total of 
$875,000 of grant funding from the Commonwealth Government Murray-Darling Basin Economic Development 
Program (MDBEDP). 
 
The project has approved variations with new milestone dates to complete project by 30 June 2021 with final 
milestone payment by 30/09/2021. 

Options or Alternatives 

A site adjacent to the Council owned site at Jack Dwyer Memorial Park and two other sites – Rail and River 
Precinct and a location between the Dirranbandi Caravan Park and Showgrounds were considered.  These sites 
were problematic in terms of: purpose and local amenity, lot size and available space, Native Title, owned by 
the State Government with the lot being included in a dedicated nature reserve, a planned road reserve for one 
of the sites, the cost of infrastructure services that is distance from town bore and water treatment facility and 
the estimated time required for acquisition which is well beyond the timeframe of the grant milestones and 
conditions. 
 

Attachments 

1. Attachment 1 - Dirranbandi Baths-SpaGuru-Location Summary.pdf ⇩  
2. Attachment 2 - Detailed Survey Lots 56 and 54 (Jack Dwyer Park).pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to: 

1. locate the Dirranbandi Hot Baths Project on Lot 56 SP101406; 
2. further consult with the Dirranbandi community on the concept and design; and 
3. delegate to the Chief Executive Officer, under Section 257(1)(b) of the Local Government 2009, to 

complete all necessary phases of the project to meet the funding agreement timeframes and all 
applicable regulatory approval requirements. 

 
 

 
Matthew Magin 
Chief Executive Officer  

 

CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_files/CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_Attachment_3995_1.PDF
CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_files/CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_Attachment_3995_2.PDF
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Code of Meeting Practice 

DATE: 19.10.20  

AGENDA REF: FCS1 

AUTHOR: Julie Hempstead - Administration Officer - Governance  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Amended Code of Meeting Practice as outlined by the department. 
 

Executive Summary 

Code of Meeting Practice 

Background 

Council must adopt the Model Meeting Procedures issued by the Department of Local Government Racing and 
Multicultural Affairs (the Department) or may prepare to amend their own procedures. The attached Code of 
Meeting Practice has been amended to ensure that they are consistent with the requirements on the Model 
Meeting procedures, as outlined by the Department in September 2020. 
 
The Code is in seven parts: 
 
PART 1 – Standing Orders 
PART 2    Model Meeting Procedures 
PART 3 - PRESCRIBED CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
PART 4 - DECLARABLE CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
PART 5.  Reporting a suspected conflict of interest 
PART 6   Loss of quorum 
PART 7   Recording prescribed and declarable conflicts of interest 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Governance High levels of accountability and compliance 

Consultation (internal/external) 

The department has consulted with Councils through the Local Government Association and Local Government 
Managers Australia. An outline of the procedure is on the Department website to assist in developing policies 
and procedures.   
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Legal Implications 

Local Government Legislation (Councillor Code of Conduct) Amendment Regulation 2020 was passed on 4 
August 2020. 

Risk Implications 

Reputation - Inadequate engagement and assessment of the impact of external and internal stakeholders on 
our community, viability and productive capacity. 

Policy Implications 

The Code of Meeting Practice has been amended to ensure it is consistent with the Model Meeting Practice 
issued by the Department. Adoption of this policy will supersede the previous version of Councils Code of 
Meeting Practice. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

There may be cost implications for Council if there is an investigation. Costs may be recouped from the subject 
Councillor when appropriate. 

Options or Alternatives 

Nil 

 
 

Attachments 

1. Code of Meeting Practice Draft 29 Ocobter 2020 ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to  

1. Adopt the amended Code of Meeting Practice, as attached and rescind all previous versions. 
2. Note the contents of the amended Code of Meeting Practice particularly in relation to the new 

provisions around Conflict of Interests in Parts 3 and 4. 
 

 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  

 

CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_files/CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_Attachment_3987_1.PDF
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Councillor Complaints Investigation Policy  

DATE: 19.10.20  

AGENDA REF: FCS2 

AUTHOR: Julie Hempstead - Administration Officer - Governance  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Councillor Complaints Investigation Policy as per the Department of Local Government Racing and Multi – 
Cultural Affairs guidelines 
 

Executive Summary 

Councillor Complaint Investigation Policy 

Background 

The Local Government (Councillor Code of Conduct) Amendment Regulation 2020 was passed on the 4 August 
2020 introducing a mandatory Code of Conduct for Councillors and a system for dealing with Councillor 
Complaints. The Department of Local Government Racing and Multi-Cultural Affairs (the department) developed 
an example Complaints Investigations Policy and requires Council to implement the new policies and processes. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Governance High levels of accountability and compliance 

Consultation (internal/external) 

The department has consulted with all Councils and the Local Government Association and the Local 
Government Managers Australia to aid in the development of new policies. 

Legal Implications 

The Local Government (Councillor Code of Conduct) Amendment Regulation 2020, will came into effect 12 
October 2020. 

Risk Implications 

Reputation - Inadequate engagement and assessment of the impact of external and internal stakeholders on 
our community, viability and productive capacity. 



 

 

FCS2 
 

Page 166 of 441 29 October 2020 

 

Policy Implications 

The Councillor Complaints Investigations Policy will supersede Councils current policy. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

There may be associated costs with implementing the policy should an investigation be required. Council may 
recoup the costs of the investigation from the subject Councillor, where appropriate. 

Options or Alternatives 

Nil 

 
 

Attachments 

1. Councillor Complaints Investigation Policy ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to: 

1. Adopt the Councillor Complaints Investigation Policy in accordance with the Local Government 
(Councillor Complaints) and Other Legislation Amendment Act, 2020; and  

2. Note the contents of the Councillor Complaints Investigation Policy and requirements for individual 
Councillors, the Mayor, Chief Executive Officer and Independent Assessor. 

 
 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  

 

CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_files/CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_Attachment_3988_1.PDF
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Councillor Code of Conduct 

DATE: 19.10.20  

AGENDA REF: FCS3 

AUTHOR: Julie Hempstead - Administration Officer - Governance  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Councillor Code of Conduct amended in accordance with Department of Local Government Racing and Multi-
Cultural Affairs. 
 

Executive Summary 

Councillor Code of Conduct 

Background 

The Department of Local Government Racing and Multi-cultural Affairs has now released the Councillor Code 
of Conduct that sets the behavioural standards for Councillors in accordance with S150D and 150E of the Local 
Government Act. 
 
A number of policies are required amendment with the new legislation and the introduction of the Code of 
Conduct. These include:- 

• Councillor Complaints Investigations Policy  

• Code of Meeting Practice 

• Acceptable Request Guidelines  

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Governance High levels of accountability and compliance 

Consultation (internal/external) 

The Department of Local Government and Multi-Cultural Affairs consulted with the Local Government 
Association of Queensland and Local Government Managers Australia to advice Councils of the revised Local 
Government Legislation (Councillor Code of Conduct) Amendment Regulation 2020. 

Legal Implications 

The Code of Conduct is binding on all Councillors as a legislative requirement. Council may add to the Code of 
Conduct however it will not amend the Code. 
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Risk Implications 

Reputation - Inadequate engagement and assessment of the impact of external and internal stakeholders on 
our community, viability and productive capacity. 

Policy Implications 

The Code of Conduct will rescind the former Code of Conduct of 26 September 2018 (as attached) 

Financial and Resource Implications 

There are no financial or resource implications for adopting the Code of Conduct. 

Options or Alternatives 

Nil 

 
 

Attachments 

1. Queensland Councillor Code of Conduct August 2020 ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That the amended Code of Conduct enacted under the Local Government Act, 2009 be adopted by Council 
and noted by all Councillors. 
 

 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  

 

CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_files/CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_Attachment_3990_1.PDF
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Acceptable Request Guidelines 

DATE: 19.10.20  

AGENDA REF: FCS4 

AUTHOR: Julie Hempstead - Administration Officer - Governance  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Review of Current policy regarding Acceptable Request Guidelines, as per legislation changes. 
 

Executive Summary 

Acceptable Request Guidelines  

Background 

Council currently has Acceptable Request Guidelines policy in place. This policy was amended in accordance 
with current legislation reform Section 170AA of the Local Government Act 2009, giving Councillors 
administrative support staff employed by the CEO to assist Councillors in completing their duties.  It has been 
updated in accordance with guidelines issued by the Department of Local Government Multicultural Affairs & 
Racing. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Governance High levels of accountability and compliance 

Consultation (internal/external) 

SLG 

Legal Implications 

Section 170AA of the Local Government Act, 2009 requires Council to have Acceptable Request Guidelines in 
place.  New provisions have been provided to clarify directions/requests for information given to administrative 
support staff for Councillors. 

Risk Implications 

Reputation - Inadequate engagement and assessment of the impact of external and internal stakeholders on 
our community, viability and productive capacity. 
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Policy Implications 

The guidelines attached will replace the 21 March 2019 version.  

Financial and Resource Implications 

Nil 

Options or Alternatives 

Nil 

 
 

Attachments 

1. Acceptable Request Guidelines - amended with new legislative requirements ⇩  
2. Supporting information on administrative support to Councillors ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to adopt the amended Acceptable Request Guidelines in accordance with Section 
170AA of the Local Government Act, 2009 and rescind all previous versions. 
 

 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  

 

CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_files/CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_Attachment_3991_1.PDF
CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_files/CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_Attachment_3991_2.PDF
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Wild Dog Exclusion Fencing - Contractors Pre-Qualified Suppliers List 

DATE: 17.10.20  

AGENDA REF: FCS5 

AUTHOR: Kelly Fontaine - Procurement Officer  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Wild Dog Exclusion Fencing – Contractors Pre-Qualified Supplier List 
 

Executive Summary 

Supply of fencing contractors for the construction of Wild Dog Exclusion Fencing under Council's special rates 
scheme, and Murray Darling Basin Grant. 

Background 

The purpose of this report is to recommend that selected suppliers be appointed to a Panel of Pre-Qualified  
Suppliers for the construction of  Wild Dog Exclusion Fences.  
 
The Invitation to Tender (ITT) was advertised in the Vendor Panel Tender Portal on the 23rd September 2020 
and the Warrego Watchman on Wednesday 23rd September 2020 with a closing date of 14th October, 2020.  
 
Fencing Contractors were asked to provide their rates and provide their compliance requirements in Vendor 
Panel prior to being engaged for any project. 
 
Landholders who wished to construct their own fence were offered an opportunity to provide a response to the 
ITT. 
 
A total of 10 responses were received. 2 respondents are already part of Council’s Pre-Qualified list of suppliers 
and only refreshed their prices or updated information. 3 response received were from landholders wishing to 
self-construct and the remaining 5 responses were new responses received. 
 
Responses were received from: 
 

• Sunset Group Australia Pty Ltd (already approved supplier) 

• Balonne Fencing Services Pty Ltd (already approved supplier) 

• The DHW Hill Family Trust (Self-constructing landholder) 

• AJ & SJ Smith (Self-constructing landholder 

• B G Southern (Self-constructing landholder) 

• Colemans High Security Fencing Pty Ltd (New supplier) 
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• RNCO.CO (New supplier) 

• BSJ Rural Contractors (New supplier) 

• SA Outback Company Pty Ltd (New supplier) 

• Clean Management Solutions Pty Ltd (New supplier) 
 
The preferred supplier lists will be utilised for the special rate scheme and the Murray Darling Basin Economic 
Development Program.  

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Governance Financial management for long-term sustainability 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Landholder and supplier forums have been held 
Councillors and Fencing Advisory Committee 
State Development provided assistance to contractors to lodge their application via Vendor Panel 

Legal Implications 

Local Government Act and Regulations have been met and Vendor Panel utilised to ensure probity in the 
process.  

Risk Implications 

Community Service - Inability to achieve Council’s vision and mission to deliver community services and meet 
current and future needs. 

Policy Implications 

Council’s Procurement Policy has been complied with. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Quotations will be required for individual landholders based on their requirements.   

Options or Alternatives 

Nil. 
 

Attachments 

Nil  
 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves: 

1. That the following contractors be appointed to the preferred supplier list for construction of wild dog 
exclusion fencing. 

• Sunset Group Australia Pty Ltd  

• Balonne Fencing Services Pty Ltd  

• The DHW Hill Family Trust  
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• AJ & SJ Smith  

• B G Southern  

• Colemans High Security Fencing Pty Ltd  

• RNCO.CO  

• BSJ Rural Contractors  

• SA Outback Company Pty Ltd  

• Clean Management Solutions Pty Ltd  
 

 
 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Financial Management Report September 2020 

DATE: 19.10.20  

AGENDA REF: FCS6 

AUTHOR: Tracey Lee - Manager Finance Services  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Monthly Financial Management Report as at 30 September 2020 to be tabled at the meeting. 
 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Governance Financial management for long-term sustainability 

Risk Implications 

Financial Impact - Inability to achieve financial sustainability and meet current and future needs of the 
community. 

 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That the monthly Financial Management Report for the period ending 30 September 2020, as attached, be 
received and noted. 

 
 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Audit & Risk Committee 9 October 2020 

DATE: 20.10.20  

AGENDA REF: FCS7 

AUTHOR: Michelle Clarke - Director Finance & Corporate Services  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Audit & Risk Committee Meeting minutes 9 October 2020 
 

Executive Summary 

The purpose of this report is to receive and note the Audit & Risk Committee meeting held on 9 October 2020. 

Background 

The Audit & Risk Committee met on 9 October 2020 to consider the financial statements and closing report from 
council’s external auditors.  The financial statements were unable to be finalised for certification by the Audit & 
Risk Committee and the closing report remained in draft.  The Audit & Risk Committee therefore resolved to 
receive the financial statements and final closing report by flying minute.  In addition, the Audit & Risk Committee 
were briefed on an Impairment Position Paper that addressed a disclosure in the financial statements due to the 
flood event in February 2020 and flood damage claim with the Queensland Reconstruction Authority. 
 
The next step is to adopt the Annual Report 2019/20 by 12 November 2020. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Governance Financial management for long-term sustainability 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Prosperity Advisors 
Queensland Audit Office 
James Gauvin Partners in Business 
Audit & Risk Committee members 
Asset Accountant (Stacey Lee) 

Legal Implications 

Section 105 of the Local Government Act 2009 requires Council to have an internal audit function.  Council has 
established its Audit & Risk Committee in accordance with Section 211 of the Local Government Regulations 
2012. 
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Risk Implications 

Financial Impact - Inability to achieve financial sustainability and meet current and future needs of the 
community. 

Policy Implications 

The audit identified a need for Council to develop a policy for applying indexation of valuation results.  Council’s 
Asset Accountant is currently working through this. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

The financial statements provide an overview of Council’s financial performance for 2019/20.  Council’s cash 
holdings of increased to $40.23m and Council debt increased as a result of borrowing for the WDEF Special 
Rate Loan Scheme (Round 1).  Capital expenditure increased to $8.72m (from $5.94m in 2018/19).  Council’s 
total revenue increased to $32.99m (from $27.63m in 2018/19) and total expenses also increased in 2019/20 at 
$29.93m (from $24.85m in 2018/19). 
 
5 year financial summary of revenue & expenses 

 

Options or Alternatives 

Not applicable 
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Attachments 

1. Audit & Risk Committee MInutes 9 October 2020 ⇩  

2. Closing Report - Audit 2019/20 ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to receive and note: 

1. the minutes of the Audit & Risk Committee held on 9 October 2020; and 
2. the closing report of the external auditors for the 2019/20 financial year; and 
3. the financial statements for the 2019/20 financial year as certified by the Queensland Audit Office 

(under separate cover). 
 

 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  

 

CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_files/CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_Attachment_4008_1.PDF
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Pre-qualified Consultancy Panel 

DATE: 17.10.20  

AGENDA REF: FCS8 

AUTHOR: Michelle Clarke - Director Finance & Corporate Services  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Pre-qualified Consultancy Panel 
 

Executive Summary 

The purpose of this report is to appoint a panel of pre-qualified suppliers as consultants across a number of 
fields to assist council in the delivery of projects.  

Background 

Council called tenders for a panel of pre-qualified suppliers of consultants.  The Request for Tender (RFT) was 
an open Tender publicly advertised and released and managed via Vendor Panel Public Tenders.   Responses 
were received from Ninety-Eight (98) suppliers via Vendor Panel and one (1) supplier via email. 
 
The categories of consultancy included: asset management, accounting & financial management, change 
management, strategic planning, community engagement & consultation, disaster management, economic 
development, governance risk & policy management and there were a range that were placed in a generic 
category. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Governance High levels of accountability and compliance 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Office of the CEO 
Vendor Panel 
Council Business Solutions 

Legal Implications 

The tender process was conducted in accordance with the Local Government Act and Regulations.  
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Risk Implications 

Financial Impact - Inability to achieve financial sustainability and meet current and future needs of the 
community. 

Policy Implications 

The recommendation is consistent with the requirements of the procurement policy. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

There is no cost of setting up the pre-qualified panel however it does allow for management to select from a 
panel of providers to assist with current or future projects and has tested the market.  

Options or Alternatives 

Adopt the recommendation or amend the panel of providers.  

 
 

Attachments 

1. Evaluation Report for Consultancy Pre Qualified Suppliers ⇩  
2. Evaluation report Minima (outside of Vendor Panel) ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to appoint the following suppliers on a pre-qualified panel of providers for appointment 
under their nominated categories in accordance with S232 of the Local Government Regulations 2012. 
 

Category Tenderer 

Asset Management APV Valuers & Asset Man. BDO Group 
CT Management Group Delos Delta Pty Ltd Leo Jensen 
Consulting Lonergans 
Marsh P/L T/A Assetval MBMPL 
Mead Perry Group Pavement Management Svces 
Peak Services 
Q Solutions Group 

CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_files/CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_Attachment_4003_1.PDF
CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_files/CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_Attachment_4003_2.PDF


 

 

FCS8 
 

Page 244 of 441 29 October 2020 

 

Accounting & 
Financial 
Management 

BDO Group 
Bentley’s (Qld) Pty Ltd CPR Group 
CT Management Group Delos Delta Pty Ltd Kerry Phillips 
Leo Jensen Consulting Lonergans McGrathNichol Advisory Mead 
Perry Group Pitcher Partners 
Q Solutions Group RSM Australia Vincents Chartered 
Accountants 

Change Management CT Management Group Delos Delta Pty Ltd Information 
Professionals Leo Jensen Consulting Lonergans 
Mead Perry Group Q Solutions Group 

Community Engagement 
& Consultation 

Arcadian Communications BDO Group 

 
 

 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Alternative Energy Initiative 

DATE: 20.10.20  

AGENDA REF: IFS1 

AUTHOR: Adam Cassel - Asset Management & GIS Co-ordinator  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Alternative Energy Initiative 
 

Executive Summary 

To assist meeting Council’s Corporate Plan requirements, council officers propose that the Balonne Shire 
Council undertake an Alternative Energy Initiative. To understand costing associated with commencing such a 
project, council officers have also obtained pricing to engage a consultant to undertake a pre-feasibility study 
into the Council’s current energy position.  
 
The purpose of the pre-feasibility study is to provide the Council with an evidence-based document on which the 
Council can base its strategic energy related decisions moving forward. The Alternative Energy Initiative is now 
at the stage where it needs to be formally adopted as a project by Council and a budget allocated and approved. 

Background 

1. January 2020 - Economic development initiatives invited by BSC CEO Matthew Magin. Subsequently 

an alternative energy proposal was put forward by Adam Cassel and accepted by CEO Matthew 

Magin. Mathew Magin advised Adam Cassel to continue with enquiries into the subject. 

2. 12/03/2020 – Adam Cassel contacted Richard from the South Australia Government Department of 

Energy and Mining – Re: the large scale solar and battery storage complex. 

29/05/2020 – Adam Cassel and Andrew Boardman have Teams meeting with: 

• John Fry - Area Manager South West Distribution – Ergon Energy Network | Energex 

• Michael Derrick – Networks Manager SW / Burnett – Ergon Energy Network | Energex 

• Shane Kmita – Senior Planning Engineer – Ergon Energy Network | Energex 

• Tim Biggar – Major Customer Manager – Ergon Energy Network | Energex 

• Jamie Glendenning – Ergon Energy Network | Energex 

• Glen Springall – Manager Network Connections 

3. June 2020 – Adam Cassel make contact with numerous potential alternative energy consultants in 

preparation for going to market with RFQ. 



 

 

IFS1 
 

Page 257 of 441 29 October 2020 

 

• Constructive Energy – Ashley Bland FARL 

• GHD – Hiresh DEVASER 

• Peak Services – Jessica JONES 

• All Energy – Gareth FORDE (Non-Conforming Quote) 

• Limebranch – Andrew Chamberlin 

• RSM – Jacob Elkhishin 

• C & N Audit Services – Matt JONES (Conforming Quote) 

4. June 2020 - RFQ developed by Adam Cassel. 

5. 10/07/2020 – Economic Development and Planning Group meeting. Floor 1 training room. 

Attendees: Adam Cassel, Garnet Radford, Digby Whyte, Councillor’s Samantha O’Tool, Richard 

Lomman, and Rod Avery. Alternative energy proposal discussed and RFQ to market undertaken to 

understand pricing. 

6. 13/07/2020 – Adam Cassel sent RFQ to prospective consultants. 

7. 31/07/2020 – Due date: 9 Quotes received. 

8. 14/09/2020 – Adam Cassel participate in Teams meeting regarding Bio Digestion energy sources: 

   Ben Suttor – Qld Cotton 

   Andrew Mackay – Regional Extensions Officer - Cotton Inf 

   Fiona Waterhouse – Utilitas (Bio Gas generation Company) 

  Garnet Radford - BSC 

9. 24/09/2020 – BSC Councillor Workshop 

Alternative Energy Initiative discussed, to go to next Council meeting. 
 

This alternative energy initiative project aligns with four (4) Key Foundation Areas of the Balonne Shire Councils 
Corporate Plan and aligns with five (5) program areas.  
 
The Energy project is currently in stage one (1), the ‘Initial’ stage as per the Council’s Project Governance 
Framework. With pricing obtained for the prefeasibility component of the second phase. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Environment Investment and adoption of sustainable and renewable solutions 

Consultation (internal/external) 

1. Councillors (Council Workshop and Economic Development and Planning Group) 
2. Matthew Magin – Balonne Shire Council CEO 
3. Andrew Boardman – Director of Infrastructure Services 
4. Digby Whyte – Director of Environmental and Regulatory Services 
5. Michelle Clark – Director of Finance and Corporate Services 
6. Garnet Radford – Economic Development Officer 
7. Peter Willey – Manager of Water Sewerage and Towns 
8. Brenton Judge – Manager of Transport and Drainage 
9. Elisa Toft – Administration Officer Records 
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10. Kerryn Suttor – Murray Darling Basin Authority Community Engagement Officer 
11. Fiona Macleod – Planning and Development Officer 
12. Richard from the South Australia Government Department of Energy and Mining 
13. Ben Suttor – Qld Cotton 
14. Andrew Mackay – Regional Extensions Officer - Cotton Inf 
15. Ashley Bland FARL - Constructive Energy – 
16. Hiresh Devaser - GHD 
17. Jessica JONES - Peak Services 
18. Mick Fullelove - Peak Services 
19. Gareth FORDE – All Energy 
20. Andrew Chamberlin - Limebranch 
21. Jacob Elkhishin - RSM 
22. Matt JONES - C & N Audit Services 
23. Fiona Waterhouse – Utilitas (Bio Gas generation company) 
24. John Fry - Area Manager South West Distribution – Ergon Energy Network | Energex 
25. Michael Derrick – Networks Manager SW / Burnett – Ergon Energy Network | Energex 
26. Shane Kmita – Senior Planning Engineer – Ergon Energy Network | Energex 
27. Tim Biggar – Major Customer Manager – Ergon Energy Network | Energex 
28. Jamie Glendenning – Ergon Energy Network | Energex 
29. Glen Springall – Manager Network Connections 
30. Allen Beahan – Electrical Engineer – NRG - Services Commercial Installation Service 
31. Christine and Josh – Solaron - Domestic Installation Services 
32. Matt Van Der Merwe – Renewable Development Manager - Risen Energy Solar Technology 
33. LGAQ – Tim Hill – LG Sherlock 

Legal Implications 

Nil 

Risk Implications 

Reputation - Inadequate engagement and assessment of the impact of external and internal stakeholders on 
our community, viability and productive capacity. 

Policy Implications 

An alternative energy policy(s) including building code requirements may be required to be developed.  
Procurement for the Pre-feasibility Study was undertaken in accordance the Procurement Policy. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Pre-feasibility study  
– Recommended Quote = 39,805 (Ex GST) – All Energy – Gareth Forde 
- 2nd choice Quote = $41,300 (Ex GST) – Limebranch – Andrew Chamberlin 

Further funds required for the production of a “Strategic Plan” – allow approximately $9,000 
Total Budget Proposed = $50,000 
Staff time resources to continue with the alternative energy initiative. 

Options or Alternatives 

Council can either: 
1. Approve the current Alternative Energy Initiative and $50,000 budget. 
2. Not proceed with an alternative energy pre-feasibility study. 
3. Approve a different quote with a budget of a different value - higher or lower. 
4. Re-define the scope of the work and go back to the market and attempt to achieve a cheaper option. 
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Attachments 

1. Alternative Energy Initiative Project Proposal ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to: 

1. Adopt the Alternative Energy Initiative as a formal Council project thus creating the “Alternative 
Energy Project”. 

2. Increase its operational budget in accordance with S170(3) of the Local Government Regulations 
2012 by $50,000 for the Alternative Energy Project, Pre-feasibility study. 
 

 

 
Andrew Boardman 
Director Infrastructure Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Formation of South West Queensland Water Group 

DATE: 20.10.20  

AGENDA REF: IFS2 

AUTHOR: Peter Willey - Project Officer  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Formation of South West Queensland Water Group 
 

Executive Summary 

With the agreement to establish the South West Regional Organisation of Councils (SWROC) by merging 
existing advocacy groups, such as the South West Local Government Association (SWLGA) and South West 
Regional Economic Development Group (SWRED), it follows that a water group should be established amongst 
the same member Councils. This report seeks confirmation that Council support the formation of this group to 
collaborate on common water and sewerage issues across the shires. 

Background 

The SWROC comprises Maranoa, Balonne, Murweh, Quilpie, Paroo and Bulloo Shires.  
 

 



 

 

IFS2 
 

Page 275 of 441 29 October 2020 

 

Balonne Shire Council and Maranoa Regional Council currently form part of the Downs and Surat Basin (DASB) 
water group which was formed in 2016, along with Western Down Regional, Southern Downs Regional, 
Toowoomba Regional, and Goondiwindi Regional Councils. 
 

 
 
The DASB Water Group is one of several Queensland Water Regional Alliance Program (QWRAP) groups 
established in the state. QWRAP is funded through the Queensland Government (DNRME) and operates in 
partnership with LGAQ and the Queensland Water Directorate (QLDwater) and provides a funding pool as an 
incentive for Councils to collaborate and explore ways to improve regional water and sewerage services. 
 
A water group formed as part of the SWROC would have the advantage to unify Council’s regional commitments 
and opportunities and make efficiencies in resource requirements. 
 
The DASB group currently commencing a collaboration project on a cyber security audit which is a new 
requirement under the DWQMP. It is recommended that Council would remain in the DASB group until this 
project is completed if the SWROC group was formed. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Infrastructure and Planning Protection and enhancement of water supply 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Mayor, BSC. 
Mayors, SWROC 
CEO, BSC 
Director, Infrastructure Services, BSC 
Manager Water Sewerage & Towns, BSC 
QLDwater 
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Legal Implications 

Nil 

Risk Implications 

Community Service - Inability to achieve Council’s vision and mission to deliver community services and meet 
current and future needs. 

Policy Implications 

As a condition of receiving funding under the QWRAP program, the DASB group was required to undertake a 
review of alternative regional water governance arrangements, with a view to optimizing regional collaboration. 
The review recommended a formal Regional Water Alliance as the optimum structure to promote collaboration 
and support communities across the region. It is anticipated that a newly formed SWROC water group would be 
expected to undertake a similar review if it were to access the bid pool funding under QWRAP 

Financial and Resource Implications 

The DASB technical steering group currently meet quarterly with each Council taking turns to host the meeting. 
The group receives funding under the QWRAP program to employ a part time regional Coordinator. Where bid 
pool funding under QWRAP does not cover the costs of collaboration projects, each member Council would be 
required to contribute to the unfunded portion. 

Options or Alternatives 

Council has the option of staying with the existing DASB water group or supporting the formation of a SWROC 
water group to align with the SWROC. 
 

Attachments 

Nil  
 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to: 

1. Support the formation of the South West Queensland Water Group through The South West Region 
of Council (SWROC). 

2. If a South West Queensland Water Group is formed, retain membership in the Downs and Surat 
Basin (DASB) until current programs/projects are completed. 

 

 
Andrew Boardman 
Director Infrastructure Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Drought Community Program - Budget Adjustment 

DATE: 20.10.20  

AGENDA REF: IFS3 

AUTHOR: Andrew Boardman - Director Infrastructure Services  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Drought Community Program – Budget Adjustment 
 

Executive Summary 

To ensure the Drought Communities Program projects are completed and within budget it is proposed that the 
following budget adjustments are made: 
 

• Move $6,000 from DCP09 to DCP03 

• Move $9,000 from DCP09 to DCP06 

• Move $20,000 from DCP02 to DCP12 

• Remaining budget from DCP07 to be moved to DCP06 

Background 

Drought Communities Program Funding are required to be completed by 31st December 2020. This program is 
100% funded by the Australian Government. 
 
The DCP budget was determined at the start of the program and as the program has progressed, a number of 
projects have had saving, other overruns. To accommodate this expenditure within the DCP projects, budget 
changes are proposed. The funding body has indicated no objections to the adjustment of budget amounts within 
approved projects. 
 
the following budget changes are requested: 
 

• $4,000 budget allocation to be left in DCP09 Mungindi Park works, to complete works. 
• $6,000 budget allocation to be moved from DCP09 Mungindi Park works, to DCP03 Thallon Park works in 

order to be completed. 
• $9,000 budget allocation to be moved from DCP09 Mungindi Park works, to DCP06 Bollon Showgrounds – 

Power Masterplan & Toilet/Amenities Block Upgrade 
• Budget allocation that is left in DCP07 Bollon Aerodrome, to be moved to DCP06 Bollon Showgrounds, as 

the aerodrome project has now been completed and the left-over funding money allocated in DCP07 can 
be utilised effectively in DCP06. 

• $20,000 budget allocation to be transferred from DCP02 – Dirranbandi Recreation Works at the Sports 
Centre, to DCP12 – Dirranbandi River and Rail Works 
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Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Governance High levels of accountability and compliance 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Director Infrastructure Services 
Manager Water, Sewerage and Town 
Project Officer 
Funding Body 

Legal Implications 

Nil 

Risk Implications 

Financial Impact - Inability to achieve financial sustainability and meet current and future needs of the 
community. 

Policy Implications 

Nil 

Financial and Resource Implications 

The Drought Community Projects are fully funded by the Australian Government. These proposed budget 
amendments have no impact on the financial position of Council. 

Options or Alternatives 

To leave budget as is or to adjust budget to suit project expenditure. 
 

Attachments 

Nil  
 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to make the following adjustments to its capital budget for the Drought Community 
Projects: 
 

• Move $6,000 from DCP09 to DCP03 

• Move $9,000 from DCP09 to DCP06 

• Move $20,000 from DCP02 to DCP12 

• Remaining budget from DCP07 to be moved to DCP06 
 

 

 
Andrew Boardman 
Director Infrastructure Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Bollon Skate Park Location  

DATE: 20.10.20  

AGENDA REF: IFS4 

AUTHOR: Andrew Boardman - Director Infrastructure Services  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Bollon Skate Park Location 
 

Executive Summary 

Funding has been committed for the establishment of the Bollon Stake Park. The community has been consulted 
as to the preferred location. The preferred location is at Walter Austin Park. 

Background 

The Bollon Skate Park was requested by Bollon school children in a deputation to Council. Council were 
successful in securing external funding for the project. Community Engagement was undertaken for the preferred 
location. Locations proposed are as shown below.  
 

 
Proposed Location – Bollon Skate Park 

 
Community feedback is that Walter Austin Park is the preferred site by the community (see attached engagement 
document of details. 
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Both locations have been checked for Native title (see attached advice). Lot 53 (Walter Austin Park) will have to 
be validated under the NTA future act regime. Lot 1 is assumed to have native title extinguished. 
 
Council are awaiting formal response from DNRME if the Skate Park is consistent with permitted use on Lot 53. 
Lot 1 is Freehold. 
 
Council officers have also obtained a skate park concept (shown below). This concept will have to go to back to 
the community for consultation as to its suitability. 
 

 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Healthy and active lifestyles 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Bollon Community 
Bollon State School 
Director Infrastructure Services 
DNRME 
Environment and Regulatory Services 
MacDonnells Law 
Project Officer 

Legal Implications 

Native Title and Planning (Land Tenure) 
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Risk Implications 

Community Service - Inability to achieve Council’s vision and mission to deliver community services and meet 
current and future needs. 

Policy Implications 

Procurement Policy 
Community Engagement Policy 

Financial and Resource Implications 

The location selected are in Councils control and no purchase is required. 

Options or Alternatives 

Skate Park Location: Lot 53 SP135745 or Lot 1 RP102795 
 

Attachments 

1. Bollon Skate Park Community Engagement ⇩  
2. Proposed skate park at Bollon - Native Title Considerations - Lot 54 SP135745 and Lot 1 RP102795 

(separately enclosed)   
   

 

Recommendation/s 

That Council resolves to: 
1. Select Lot 53 SP135745, Walter Austin Park, as the preferred location to proceed with the Bollon 

Skate Park Project, providing Legislative Requirements are met (i.e. Native Title) 
2. Consult with the Bollon Community for the proposed Bollon skate park concept layout, show below. 

 

 
Bollon Skate Park – Concept Layout 

 

 
Andrew Boardman 
Director Infrastructure Services  

CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_files/CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_Attachment_4005_1.PDF
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Housing Management Framework 

DATE: 20.10.20  

AGENDA REF: IFS5 

AUTHOR: Andrew Boardman - Director Infrastructure Services  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Housing Management Framework 
 

Executive Summary 

Council officers have completed the Housing Management Framework and have been working with consultancy 
Peak Services to develop the housing asset management plans that is included. This Housing Management 
Framework inclusive of the Housing Asset Management plan is presented to Council for adoption. 

Background 

In February 2020 Council adopted the Transport and Water & Sewerage Asset Management plans. Council 
have been working with Peak Services to complete a housing asset management plan and have conducted 
asset conditions inspections and retain/replace strategies to finalise the plan. The Housing Asset Management 
Plan has been ‘packaged’ as part of a housing management framework that includes a housing strategy to guide 
Council in the management of the housing infrastructure. 
 
It is critical Council adopt and implement asset management plans to guide its long-term financial position. It is 
also an area that Council has received a ‘red traffic light’ during its 2018/19 financial audit. 
 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Governance Financial management for long-term sustainability 

Consultation (internal/external) 

SLG 
Peak Services 

Legal Implications 

Local Government Act 2009 
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Risk Implications 

Financial Impact - Inability to achieve financial sustainability and meet current and future needs of the 
community. 

Policy Implications 

Asset Management Policy 
Purchasing Policy 

Financial and Resource Implications 

There is a financial impact from the housing asset management plan, this plan will be reviewed based on 
Council’s direction with the framework and retain/replace strategy. 

Options or Alternatives 

No options/alternatives recommended. 
 

Attachments 

1. Housing Management Framework - October 2020 (separately enclosed)   
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to adopt the attached Housing Management Framework in its entirety, inclusive of the 
Housing Management Strategy and Housing Asset Management Plan, recognising the operational Housing 
Management Directive as determined by SLG to meet operational requirements. 
 

 

 
Andrew Boardman 
Director Infrastructure Services  

 

CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_files/CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_Attachment_4006_1.PDF
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Thallon Fuel - Tamaroo Application 

DATE:   

AGENDA REF: IFS6 

AUTHOR: Andrew Boardman - Director Infrastructure Services  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Thallon Fuel - Tamaroo Application 
 

Executive Summary 

Tamaroo Pty Ltd has approached Council for support to provide a fuel facility in Thallon. It is recommended that 
Council provide a letter of support for the development of a fuel facility on a suitable Lot or the development of 
a Lot to meet the community’s needs. 

Background 

Thallon currently does not have a facility that provides both diesel and unleaded fuel to the community. Tamaroo 
Energy Pty Ltd has expressed interest to invest in Thallon to provide a fuel facility. Tamaroo has provided an 
application and specification of proposed infrastructure for Council’s information (attached). 
 
A fuel facility on Thallon is supported by the Thallon Progress Association. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Infrastructure and Planning Community infrastructure for existing and future needs 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Thallon Progress Association 
Tamaroo Energy Pty Ltd 
Planning Officer 
Environment Health Coordinator 
Manager Transport and Drainage 
Department Transport and Main Roads 

Legal Implications 

Nil 
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Risk Implications 

Community Service - Inability to achieve Council’s vision and mission to deliver community services and meet 
current and future needs. 

Policy Implications 

Planning Scheme 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Nil 

Options or Alternatives 

Council can either provide or not provide a letter of support for a fuel facility in Thallon. 
 

Attachments 

1. Thallon Fuel - Tamaroo Application ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to: 
 

1. Write a letter of support to Tamaroo Energy Pty Ltd that supports in principal the development of a 
fuel facility in Thallon, and 
 

2. Advise that Council would prefer a new Lot development (planning compliant) or existing land use (a 
Lot previously used for a similar operation rather than use of the state road reserve. 

 

 
Andrew Boardman 
Director Infrastructure Services  

 

CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_files/CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_Attachment_4012_1.PDF
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: 
RL 106 - Development Application for Reconfiguring a Lot - Boundary 
Realignment (two lots into two lots) located at 112-114 & 116 Alfred Street, St 
George QLD 4487 (described as Lot 4 on SP276756 and Lot 5 on SP276756) 

DATE: 19.10.20  

AGENDA REF: ERS1 

AUTHOR: Fiona Macleod - Planning & Development Officer  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

RL 106 Development Application for reconfiguring a lot – boundary realignment (two into two lots) at 112-114 & 
116 Alfred Street, St George Qld 4487 (described as Lot 4 on SP276756 and Lot 5 on SP276756), by Council’s 
planner. 
 

Executive Summary 

Council has received a properly made development application from Bennak Investments Pty Ltd for  RL 106 - 
Development Application for Reconfiguring a Lot - Boundary Realignment (two lots into two lots) located at 112-
114 & 116 Alfred Street, St George QLD 4487 (described as Lot 4 on SP276756 and Lot 5 on SP276756). 
 
The development application is subject to Code assessment and must be assessed against the assessment 
benchmarks (to the extent relevant) provided by Section 45 of the Planning Act 2016 and any matters prescribed 
by regulation. The Development Assessment Rules set out the procedural requirements that Council must follow 
in the development assessment process.  

The application is generally consistent with the assessment benchmarks provided by the Planning Act 2016 and 
any perceived conflict with the assessment benchmarks can be addressed by way of conditions of development 
approval and having regard to the relevant matters. 

Background 

Applicant: Bennak Investments Pty Ltd  

Alex Benn  

Owner of Land: 112-114 Alfred Street, St George:  

Bennak Investments Pty Ltd 

116 Alfred Street, St George:  
Bennak Investments Pty Ltd  

Land description: Lot 4 on SP276756 

Lot 5 on SP276756 

Lot area: Lot 4: 1615 sqm 

Lot 5: 1227 sqm 
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Zone/Precinct:  General Residential Zone 

Overlay: Nil 

Proposal:  Reconfiguring a Lot - Boundary Realignment (Two Lots into Two Lots) 

Proposal Assessment category:  Code Assessment 

Referral/Concurrency Agencies: Nil 

Properly made date:  29 September 2020 

PROPOSAL 
 
The application seeks approval for a RL 106 - Development Application for Reconfiguring a Lot - Boundary 
Realignment (two lots into two lots) located at 112-114 & 116 Alfred Street, St George QLD 4487 (described as 
Lot 4 on SP276756 and Lot 5 on SP276756). 
 
The proposed development involves the realignment of the common boundary between Lot 4 and 5 to 
incorporate the open space area to the rear of lot 5 into lot 4.  
 

 
Figure 1: Plan of Proposed Boundary Realignment                                                                                  Source: Application materials 
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The reconfiguration of the common boundary between the two lots will result in revised areas of 2033sqm (Lot 
4) and 809sqm (Lot 5) respectively. The proposal will not change the existing permitted use of either lots, and 
both lots will continue to be utilised for health care premises purposes that have current associated development 
approvals (MCU 166 & MCU 177). No new buildings, structures, or infrastructure (roads or access points) are 
required as part of the boundary realignment.  
 
Characteristics of the site: 
 
The development site comprises the rearrangement of the boundary of two irregular (L shaped) land parcels 
that are located in the General Residential Zone of the Balonne Shire Planning Scheme 2019. The lots subject 
to the application are located in the township of St George.   
 
The site is relatively flat with existing commercial activities (health care premises) occurring on both properties.  
 

 
Figure 2: Aerial view – Development site                                                                                               Source: Application materials 
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Figure 3: Site locality and zoning                                                                         Source: Balonne Planning Scheme 2019 

 
Both land parcels are currently utilised for commercial purposes. Lot 5 has been developed for health care 
premises purposes (currently occupied by the COVID-19 Testing Clinic) and Lot 4 is used for health care 
premises also being the site of the St George Medical Centre. The existing activities occurring over the two land 
parcels are to continue and are not considered to be negatively impacted on as a result of the boundary 
realignment. Both lots have existing connections to a reticulated electricity supply and are connected to Council’s 
water and sewerage system given the location of the properties within St George Township. Given the nature of 
the development for boundary realignment it is not considered that existing infrastructure connections will be 
impacted on. 
 
The development site is surrounded by other land holdings used for a mix of commercial and residential 
purposes. 
 

ASSESSMENT 
 
The proposal constitutes a reconfiguring a lot as defined in the Planning Act 2016. 
 
Reconfiguring a lot means: 

(a) creating lots by subdividing another lot; or  

(b) amalgamating 2 or more lots; or  

(c) rearranging the boundaries of a lot by registering a plan of subdivision under the Land Act or Land Title Act; 
or  

Development Site 
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(d) dividing land into parts by agreement rendering different parts of a lot immediately available for separate 
disposition or separate occupation, other than by an agreement that is—  

(i) a lease for a term, including renewal options, not exceeding 10 years; or  

(ii) an agreement for the exclusive use of part of the common property for a community titles scheme under 
the Body Corporate and Community Management Act 1997; or  

(e) creating an easement giving access to a lot from a constructed road. 
 
Pursuant to Section 45 of the Planning Act 2016, a Code Assessable application is an assessment that must be 
carried out only -  
 

(a)  against the assessment benchmarks in a categorising instrument for the development; and 
(b) having regard to any matters prescribed by regulation. 

 
The Assessment Benchmarks applicable to the development assessment are: 
 

• the Regional Plan (i.e. Maranoa-Balonne Regional Plan and Darling Downs Regional Plan);  

• the State Planning Policy; and 

• the Balonne Shire Planning Scheme. 
 
After completing an assessment of the proposal against the Assessment Benchmarks, Council must make a 
decision about whether to approve or refuse this development application in accordance with Section 60 of the 
Planning Act 2016.  
 
Assessment Benchmarks 

 
Regional Plans 

 
The Maranoa Balonne Regional Plan 2009 is a statutory planning instrument intended to assist in managing 
change and shaping the prospects of rural communities in the Maranoa and Balonne regional council areas.  
The regional plan sets out desired regional outcomes, which identify aspirations for ecological sustainability for 
the region. 
 
The Darling Downs Regional Plan 2013 was adopted in October 2013, and covers the local government areas 
of Balonne, Goondiwindi, Maranoa, Southern Downs, Toowoomba and Western Downs.  
 
The intent of the Darling Downs Regional Plan is to provide direction to resolve competing state interests relating 
to the agricultural and resources sectors, and to enable the growth potential of the region’s towns. It seeks to 
maximise opportunities for co-existence of resources and agricultural land uses.  
 
The Balonne Shire Planning Scheme, and specifically the strategic framework, appropriately advances the 
Maranoa–Balonne Regional Plan 2009 and the Darling Downs Regional Plan 2013 as they apply in the planning 
scheme area, and therefore an independent assessment of the proposal against these planning instruments is 
not required.   
 

State Planning Policy 
 
The development assessment must consider the State Planning Policies to the extent they have not been 
appropriately integrated within or are inconsistent with the Balonne Shire Planning Scheme.   As the Balonne 
Shire Planning Scheme appropriately integrates all relevant aspects of the State Planning Policy a separate 
assessment of the application against this planning instrument is not required.  
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Balonne Shire Planning Scheme 2019  

 
The relevant sections of the Balonne Shire Planning Scheme 2019 are; 
 

• Part 5   Tables of assessment 

• Part 7   Development Codes 

o Part 7.4.2 Reconfiguring a lot code 

 
Part 5 - Tables of assessment 
 
The Tables of Assessment identify the category of development, the category of assessment and the 
assessment benchmarks for assessable development in the planning scheme area. The Tables of Assessment 
identify the level of assessment for the proposed reconfiguring a lot in the proposed location as “Code 
Assessment.” 
 
Part 7 Development Codes 
 
7.4.2 Reconfiguring a lot code  
 
The purpose of the reconfiguring a lot code is to: 
 
(a) Facilitate the creation of lots to a size and dimension of that allows the zones to achieve the intended use. 
(b) Reconfiguring lots ensures that future lots are resilient from the impacts of flood and bushfire. 
(c) Reconfiguring lots does not adversely impact on the cultural heritage or biodiversity values (including 

MSES) of an area or water quality. 
(d) Reconfiguring lots does not adversely impact on the Shire’s economy. 
(e) ensure that the stock route network is maintained and protected from inappropriate development. 
 
The purpose of the code will be achieved through the following overall outcomes: 
 
(a) Reconfiguration of lots creates safe, functional and suitable lots that are consistent with the existing zone 

intent. 
(b) Reconfiguration of lots ensures that development can provide adequate access and services for all new 

lots. 
(c) Reconfiguration of lots does not lead to a loss of biodiversity and ecological connectivity. 
(d) Reconfiguration ensures the environmental values and quality of Queensland waters are protected and 

enhanced. 
(e) development does not conflict with the ongoing efficient and safe use of the stock route network by 

travelling stock. 
(f) Development does not inhibit the safe and efficient operation of pipelines.  
 
The proposed development for reconfiguring a lot for a boundary realignment complies with the Purpose and 
Outcomes of the reconfiguring a lot code because:  

• The proposed boundary will create a safe and functional land configuration allowing for better 
management for the health care purposes on both properties; 

• Does not involve and clearing of vegetation and therefore the existing biodiversity and ecological 
connectivity and environmental values are protected; 
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• Does not involve the creation of any new lots and furthermore is not located near an identified Stock 
Route;  

• The development site has adequate existing road accesses and is connected to onsite services 
adequate for the existing uses on the subject properties; and  

• The proposed development will have no impact on the Shire’s economy. 
 
The Code’s relevant Performance Criteria are shown below, to more easily view structured and detailed 
consideration of relevant issues— 

Performance outcomes Response 

PO1 
The land is physically suitable for the anticipated 
future land use in terms flooding hazard, bushfire 
hazard and practical access.  

✓  
Both proposed reconfigured lots have existing access 
points from Alfred Street which will be unaffected by the 
proposal.  

PO2 
The proposed lots have a legal point of access 
from local or state-controlled road networks. 

✓  
Both Lots 4 & 5 have existing legal access from Alfred 
Street (local government road). There will be no change 
to the access as a result of the development. 

PO3 
The proposed lots are of a size and dimension to 
meet the outcomes for development in the zones in 
respect of: 

• preserving land for agriculture and animal 
production in the Rural zone. 

• achieving a safe and pleasant residential 
environment.  

• consistent with the nature and layout of 
existing subdivision patterns. 

• providing a variety of lot sizes for 
residential living, industry and commerce. 

✓ 

The development site is located in the General 
Residential zone and consist of two land parcels. The 
planning scheme permits reconfiguration of a lot in the 
general residential zone provided a minimum lot size of 
800sqm is achieved (when connected to sewer 
network). 
 
Lot 4 has a proposed land area of 2033sqm which is 
above the permitted minimum lot size of 800sqm. 
 
Lot 5 has a proposed land area of 809sqm which meets 
the minimum lot size of 800sqm.  

Site Layout 

PO4 
Stormwater is controlled to minimise the 
environmental impacts of runoff from the 
development on the water quality of surface and 
ground water.  

✓  
As a result of the proposed reconfiguring a lot – 
boundary realignment there will be no change to the 
way stormwater is managed or stormwater runoff to 
water quality or ground water. 

PO5 
The impacts of development on matters of state 
environmental significance (identified in SPP 
mapping – Environment and Heritage – 
Biodiversity) are avoided or if avoidance is not 
possible, minimised. 

N/A – The subject properties are not identified as having 
any matters of state environmental significance on 
them.  

PO6 
The proposed lots will not lead to diminished 
productivity of rural land. 

N/A – The proposed boundary realignment is located 
within St George township in the General Residential 
Zone.   

https://spp.dsdip.esriaustraliaonline.com.au/geoviewer/map/planmaking
https://spp.dsdip.esriaustraliaonline.com.au/geoviewer/map/planmaking
https://spp.dsdip.esriaustraliaonline.com.au/geoviewer/map/planmaking


 

 

ERS1 
 

Page 335 of 441 29 October 2020 

 

PO7 
A potable water supply and adequate sewerage 
services are available to each lot in a 
development that will be used for residential, 
commercial, or industrial purposes.  

✓  
The development is to continue to be utilised for 
Commercial (Health Care Premises) purposes. Both 
lots have existing water and sewerage connections to 
Council’s network given the properties location in St 
George township which are considered to continue to 
be adequate.  

Flood 

PO8 
Development located within areas containing a 
flood hazard responds to flooding potential and 
maintains personal safety at all times with regards 
to siting and layout. 

N/A – The proposed development is for a reconfiguring 
a lot – boundary realignment. No new use is proposed, 
nor any buildings or structures are to be constructed. 

Bushfire 

PO9.1 
Where reconfiguration is undertaken in an urban 
area or is for urban purposes or smaller scale 
purposes, a separation distance from hazardous 
vegetation is established provided to achieve a 
radiant heat flux level of 29kW/m2 at the edge of 
the proposed lot(s).  
 

PO9.2 
Where reconfiguration is undertaken for other 
purposes, a building envelope of reasonable 
dimensions is provided on each lot which achieves 
radiant heat flux level of 29kW/m2 at any point.  

N/A – The development site is not located in an area 
identified as having hazardous vegetation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N/A – The development site is not located in an area 
identified as having hazardous vegetation. 

 

PO10 
Where reconfiguration is undertaken in an urban 
area or is for urban purposes, a constructed 
perimeter road with reticulated water supply is 
established between the lots and the hazardous 
vegetation and is readily accessible at all times for 
urban fire fighting vehicles. 
 
The access is available for both firefighting and 
maintenance/defensive works. 

N/A – The development site is not located in an area 
identified as having hazardous vegetation. The 
proposed development is for reconfiguring a lot – 
boundary realignment with no new lots being created. 
Existing access to the properties will continue to be 
utilised. Given the properties location, both lots are 
connected to Council’s Water Supply Network.  

PO11 
The access is available for both firefighting and 
maintenance/hazard reduction works. 
 

N/A – The proposed development is for reconfiguring a 
lot – boundary realignment affecting properties largely 
devoid of vegetation, not subject to bushfire hazard and 
located within St George township. The development 
site is provided with existing accesses to Alfred Street 
and onsite open car parking areas located within the 
development site that provides fire breaks from existing 
built form and access for emergency vehicles if required 
during an emergency event. 

PO12 N/A – The lots subject to the boundary realignment are 
not located in an area identified as having bushfire 
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Where reconfiguration is undertaken for other 
purposes, a formed, all weather fire trail is provided 
between the hazardous vegetation and either the 
lot boundary or building envelope, and is readily 
accessible at all times for the type of fire fighting 
vehicles servicing the area. 
 
However, a fire trail will not be required where it 
would not serve a practical fire management 
purpose. 

hazard. Specifically, the properties are largely devoid of 
vegetation and located within the township of St 
George. Existing access conditions onto the property 
are to remain and are considered sufficient for fire 
fighting vehicles.  

PO13 
The development design responds to the potential 
threat of bushfire and establishes clear evacuation 
routes which demonstrate an acceptable or 
tolerable risk to people.   

N/A – The development site is not located in an area 
identified as having hazardous vegetation. Additionally, 
no changes to current commercial (health care 
premises) activities occurring on both properties are 
proposed. Therefore, the reconfiguration will not result 
in any increase risk to people occupying/visiting the 
development site.  

PO14 
Critical infrastructure does not increase the 
potential bushfire hazard.  

N/A - The proposed development is for reconfiguring a 
lot – boundary realignment with no additional critical 
infrastructure to be added onto either properties. 

Local heritage places   

PO15 
Development maintains an intact context and 
setting that is compatible with the cultural heritage 
significance of the place. 

✓  
As a result of the proposed development there will be 
no change to context and setting of the area and any 
known cultural heritage significance in the immediate 
area. 

Stock Route Network 

PO16 
The stock route network identified in SPP 
mapping – Economic Growth – Agriculture – 
Stock Route is protected from encroachment by 
incompatible land uses and allows safe passage 
of stock traversing the stock route. Development 
does not adversely impact other stock route 
values including recreational, environmental and 
heritage. 

N/A – The development site is not located near the 
Stock Route Network. Furthermore, no new lots are 
being created as the proposal is for a boundary 
realignment. 

Petroleum Pipelines 

PO17 
The integrity of pipelines carrying petroleum is 
maintained. 

N/A – The development site does not contain a 
petroleum pipeline or pipeline easement. 

 
Development Approval MCU 177  
It is recognised that a current development approval exists over Lot 5 on SP276756 (being 116 Alfred Street, St 
George).  
 
Specifically, the approval issued on 16th July 2020 was for Development Permit for Material Change of Use – 
Health Care Services (Dental Clinic), Caretakers Accommodation and Reconfiguring a Lot (Creation of Access 
Easement).  
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It is noted that the proposed uses, being the dental clinic and caretaker’s accommodation are to be contained 
within the existing building on the property and therefore will not be impacted on by the proposed boundary 
realignment. 
 
The creation of an access easement affecting both properties and associated car parking for the dental clinic 
will also not be encroached on by the boundary realignment (see Figure 4 below).   
 

 
Figure 4: Development Approval Site Plan – MCU 177                                                         Source: MCU 177 Decision Notice Approval 

 
Referral Agencies  
 

There were no referral agencies applicable for this application. 
 
Public Notification and Submissions   
 
Not applicable. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Function Key Program Area 

Infrastructure and Planning Sustainable planning and development 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Nil 



 

 

ERS1 
 

Page 338 of 441 29 October 2020 

 

Legal Implications 

The Planning Act 2016 and Balonne Shire Planning Scheme 2019 apply. 

Policy Implications 

Council’s planning policies apply. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Nil. Recommended conditions of approval must be completed at no cost to Council.  
 

Attachments 

1. Attachment 1 - RL 106 Proposal Plans.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That:            

a) Council receives this report. 
 

b) Council approves the development application RL 106 - Development Application for Reconfiguring 
a Lot - Boundary Realignment (two lots into two lots) located at 112-114 & 116 Alfred Street, St 
George QLD 4487 (described as Lot 4 on SP276756 and Lot 5 on SP276756), subject to the permit 
conditions listed below. 

 
Preamble 
 

i. The relevant planning scheme for this development is Balonne Shire Planning Scheme 2019. All 
references to the ‘Planning Scheme’ and ‘Planning Scheme Schedules’ within these conditions refer 
to the above Planning Scheme. 

 
ii. The land use rating category may change upon commencement of any new approved use on the site. 

Council’s current Revenue Statement, which includes the minimum general rate levy for the approved 
use/s, can be viewed on the Council Website: https://www.balonne.qld.gov.au/council/rates.  

 
iii. A development permit for a Material Change of Use will be required for any activity or development 

on the approved lot(s) that does not comply with the accepted development criteria in the Balonne 
Shire Planning Scheme 2019. 

 
iv. The registered proprietor is responsible for gaining the approvals of any other Authorities having 

jurisdiction over any part of the works required to facilitate the approved development.  
 

v. New development on any of the approved lots must be provided with an adequate supply of electricity. 
In the event that an adequate supply of electricity cannot be achieved through efficient design and 
alternative energy technologies, a connection to the reticulated electricity network must be made 
available.  Prospective purchasers and/or developers of the newly created lot/s are encouraged to 
contact the relevant electricity provider to determine the availability and costs associated with 
connecting to the reticulated network.  

 

https://www.balonne.qld.gov.au/council/rates
CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_files/CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_Attachment_3980_1.PDF
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vi. This approval lapses if a plan for the reconfiguration is not given to the Council within four (4) years 
of the approval taking effect.  

 
vii. The plan for the reconfiguration must be duly signed by the registered proprietor of the land and the 

surveyor, and submitted to Council for approval in a form acceptable to Council within the relevant 
period.  

 
Unless otherwise stated all conditions shall be completed prior to the Council endorsing the relevant 
plan of survey. 

 
viii. All persons involved in the development, operation or use of the site have an obligation to take all 

reasonable and practical measures to prevent or minimise any biosecurity risk under the Biosecurity 
Act 2014.   

 
ix. The Environmental Protection Act 1994 states that a person must not carry out any activity that 

causes, or is likely to cause, environmental harm unless the person takes all reasonable and 
practicable measures to prevent or minimise the harm.  Environmental harm includes environmental 
nuisance.  In this regard, persons and entities involved in the operation of the approved development 
are to adhere to their ‘general environmental duty’ to minimise the risk of causing environmental harm 
to adjoining premises. 

 
x. It is the responsibility of the developer to obtain all necessary permits and submit all necessary plans 

to the relevant authorities that are associated with the approved development, including any 
permits/approvals required by any State Agencies.  

 
xi. In completing an assessment of the proposed development, Council has relied on the information 

submitted in support of the development application as true and correct.  Any change to the approved 
plans and documents may require a new or changed development approval.  Council should be 
contacted for advice in the event of any potential change in circumstances. 
 

Approved development 
 
1. The approved development is for a Reconfiguration of a Lot – Boundary Realignment (Two Lots into 

Two Lots) as shown on the approved plan. 
 
2. The applicant shall contact Council to arrange a development compliance inspection prior to the 

endorsement of the survey plan.  
 
3. Complete and maintain the approved development in accordance with: 

(a) the development approval documents; and  

(b) those parts of the approved development that have been specified in detail by the Council unless 
the Council agrees in writing that those parts will be adequately complied with by amended 
specifications.  

 
General  
 
4. The approved development is to be carried out generally in accordance with following approved plans 

and documents, as amended, and subject to the approval conditions.  Where there is any conflict 
between the approval conditions and the details shown on the approved plans, the approval conditions 
prevail.   
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Drawing/report title: Prepared by: Date: Reference no: Version/issue: 

Proposal Plan to 
accompany 
Reconfiguring of a Lot 
Proposal over Lots 4 & 5 
on SP276759 112-& 116 
Alfred Street 

SMK Consultants Pty 
Ltd  

23/09/20 20026-1  

Proposal Plan to 
accompany 
Reconfiguring of a Lot 
Proposal over Lots 4 & 5 
on SP276759 112-& 116 
Alfred Street – Arial View 

SMK Consultants Pty 
Ltd  

23/09/20 20026-1  

 
5. All works required to facilitate the development must be designed and constructed in accordance with:  

(a) the development approval conditions;  

(b) any relevant provisions of the applicable planning scheme;  

(c) Council’s standard designs for such work where such designs exist;  

(d) any relevant Australian Standard that applies to that type of work; and  

(e) any alternative specifications that Council has agreed to in writing and which the developer must 
ensure do not conflict with any requirements imposed by any applicable laws and standards. 

 
6. All civil and related work is to be designed and supervised by Registered Professional Engineers of 

Queensland (RPEQ-Civil) who are competent in the construction of the works.   
 

7. Existing buildings, structures, infrastructure and services located on the development site are not to 
encroach on proposed allotment boundaries.   

 
Provision of Services 
 
8. Each lot is to have a water supply adequate for the intended use. 

 
9. All services installation, including onsite sewerage and water connections, must comply with:  

(a) the development approval conditions; 

(b) the relevant service provider’s requirements and specifications;  

(c) any relevant provisions in the planning scheme for the area; 

(d) Council’s standard designs for such work where such designs exist; 

(e) any relevant Australian Standard that applies to that type of work; and 

(f) any alternative specifications that the Council has agreed to in writing and which the developer must 
ensure do not conflict with any requirements imposed by any applicable laws and standards. 

 
10. Any conflicts associated with proposed and existing services are to be forwarded by the developer to the 

appropriate controlling authority for approval of any proposed changes. 
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11. Infrastructure and services required in connection with the establishment of the approved development 
must be provided at no cost to Council. 

 
Access & Roads 
 
12. The landowner is responsible for the construction and maintenance of crossovers from the road 

carriageway to the property boundary and all internal vehicle access ways, and for obtaining any 
approvals that may be required and for complying with the applicable designs and standards. 
 

Repair Damaged Infrastructure 
 
13. Council and public utility services, infrastructure and assets must be located and protected at all times.  

Any damage to existing roads and infrastructure that is attributable to the development of the site must 
be immediately rectified in accordance with the asset owners’ requirements and specifications and to the 
satisfaction of the asset owners’ representative/s, and at no cost to Council.  
 

No Cost to Council 
 
14. All costs associated with the approved development are to be met by the developer, including costs of 

survey, easement preparation and registration, document lodgement, plan sealing and land transfers, 
unless there is specific agreement by other parties, including the Council, to meeting those costs. 

 
Latest versions 
 
15. Where another condition refers to a specific published standard, manual or guideline, including 

specifications, drawings, provisions and criteria within those documents, that condition shall be deemed 
as referring to the latest versions of those publications that are available at the time the first operational 
works or compliance approval is lodged with the assessment manager or approval agency for those 
types of works to be performed or approved, unless a regulation or law requires otherwise. 
 

Rates and charges 
 

16. All rates and charges of any description and all arrears of such rates and charges, together with interest 
outstanding thereon, on the land, due to Council, shall be paid prior to the Council endorsing the plan of 
survey. 

 
 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Environment & Regulatory Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: 
MCU 187 - Development Application for Material Change of Use - 
"Telecommunications Facility" located at 1 - 57 Jane Street, Dirranbandi QLD 
4486 (described as Lot 1 on RP100720) 

DATE: 19.10.20  

AGENDA REF: ERS2 

AUTHOR: Fiona Macleod - Planning & Development Officer  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

MCU 187 Development Application for Material Change of Use telecommunications facility at 1-57 Jane Street, 
Dirranbandi (Lot 1 on RP100720) by Council’s planner.  
 

Overview 

Council has received a properly made development application from Field Solutions Group C/- Out of the Woods 
Planning (Wendy Wood) for MCU 187 - Development Application for Material Change of Use - 
"Telecommunications Facility" located at 1 - 57 Jane Street, Dirranbandi QLD 4486 (described as Lot 1 on 
RP100720). 
 
The development application is subject to Code assessment and must be assessed against the assessment 
benchmarks (to the extent relevant) provided by Section 45 of the Planning Act 2016 and any matters prescribed 
by regulation. The Development Assessment Rules set out the procedural requirements that Council must follow 
in the development assessment process.  
 
The application is generally consistent with the assessment benchmarks provided by the Planning Act 2016 and 
any perceived conflict with the assessment benchmarks can be addressed by way of conditions of development 
approval.  

Background 

Applicant: Field Solutions Group C/- Out of the Woods Planning (Wendy Wood) 

Owner of Land: Balonne Shire Council  

Land description: Lot 1 on RP100720 

Lot area: 39.2180ha 

Zone/Precinct:  Recreation and Open Space Zone 

Overlays/State Interests: Flood Hazard Overlay 

Proposal:  Material Change of Use – Telecommunications Facility 

Proposal Assessment category:  Code Assessment 

Referral/Concurrency Agencies: Nil 
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Properly made date:  14 October 2020 

PROPOSAL 
 
The application seeks approval for MCU 187 - Development Application for Material Change of Use - 
"Telecommunications Facility" located at 1 - 57 Jane Street, Dirranbandi QLD 4486 (described as Lot 1 on 
RP100720)  
 

The proposal involves the construction of a Telecommunication Facility which will form part of the Balonne Shire 
Council ‘Digital Connectivity’ project. Specifically, the intent of the project is to provide internet connectivity to 
remote areas within Balonne Shire Council area.  
 
The result of the telecommunications facility will be to enable fixed wireless internet. Symmetrical bandwidth will 
be available with guaranteed speeds and unlimited usage for remote rural business in Balonne Shire.   
 
The facility will comprise of the following: 

• A 45 metal tower; 

• A combination of Dual Pole Parabolic (Dishes) and Sector antennas to be attached to tower; and  

• An enclosed control panel mounted at ground level. 
 
The facility will have a footprint of approximately 25m x 25m and a formal agreement will be arranged with the 
landholder to define the area and terms of access.  
 
(Refer to Attachment 1: Development Application - Proposal Plans) 
 
Access to the site will be gained via an existing 8-metre-wide gravel crossover off the Theodore Street, an 
existing internal access track on the property will be continued to be utilised to access the proposed 
telecommunications facility site. The maximum vehicle size that will be accessing the development will be a 
medium rigid vehicle. The facility will require connection to existing electricity supply onsite.  
 
It is anticipated the period of construction will be approximately one week. Once the facility is operational it will 
continuously operate unstaffed and generally only requires maintenance once a year over a period of one day. 
 
Characteristics of the site: 
 
The development site is located in the Recreation and Open Space Zone of the Balonne Shire Planning Scheme 
2019, within the township of Dirranbandi. Access to site is gained via an existing access from Theodore Street. 
 
The subject site is a large rectangular-shaped block that comprises a total area of 39.2180 hectares. The lots 
current land use is for racecourse, showground and sportsground purposes (known locally as Dirranbandi 
Showgrounds). 
 
The proposed telecommunications facility will be located in the north eastern corner of the lot in close proximity 
to Theodore Street (Refer to figure 1 – Site Plan). The site is predominately undeveloped in this corner of the 
property and is devoid of vegetation. 
 
Surrounding land uses are as follows: 

- North: Theodore Street (Local Government Road Reserve) 
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- South: Lot 1 SP101418 – Rowan Street (Non - formed Local Government Road Reserve) and Lot 
55 D30622 (vacant State Land – Dirranbandi Town Common) 

- East: Lot 33 on BLM 432 – vacant land 
- West: Jane Street (Formalised Local Government Road Reserve) 

 

  
Figure 1: Development site                                                                    Source: QLD Globe 
 

The site is currently used predominantly for showgrounds purposes which is to remain unaffected by the 
proposed development. The site is adjoined by other recreational and open space zoned land with road reserves 
separating the property from the general residential zoned land. 
 
The proposed telecommunications facility will be located near the north east corner of the lot, south of Theodore 
Street. (Refer to figure 2 – Site Plan). 
 

Development Site 
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Figure 2: Site plan                                                                                     Source: Application materials 

 

  
Figure 3: Zoning – Recreation and Open Space Zone   Source: Balonne Shire Online Mapping Tool 

 
Natural Hazards 
The development site in its entirety is subject to flooding as identified on the Queensland State Planning  
Policy Interactive Mapping System (Flood hazard area - Level 1 - Queensland floodplain assessment overlay). 

Development Site 
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Figure 4: Flood Hazard Area                                 Source: QLD SPP Interactive Mapping System 
 

ASSESSMENT 
 
The proposal constitutes a material change of use as defined in the Planning Act 2016 (being the start of a new 
use of the premises).  
 
The proposed use is defined as “Telecommunications facility” in the Balonne Shire Planning Scheme 2019 (the 
Planning Scheme): 
 
Telecommunications facility means:   
 
Premises used for systems that carry communications and signals by means of radio, including guided or 
unguided electromagnetic energy, whether such facility is manned or remotely controlled. 

Examples include:  Telecommunication tower, broadcasting station, television station 
 
Pursuant to Section 45 of the Planning Act 2016, a Code Assessable application is an assessment that must be 
carried out only -  
 

(a)  against the assessment benchmarks in a categorising instrument for the development; and 
(b) having regard to any matters prescribed by regulation. 

 
The Assessment Benchmarks applicable to the development assessment are: 
 

• the Regional Plan (i.e. Maranoa-Balonne Regional Plan and Darling Downs Regional Plan);  

• the State Planning Policy; and 

• the Balonne Shire Planning Scheme. 
 

Development Site 
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After completing an assessment of the proposal against the Assessment Benchmarks, Council must make a 
decision about whether to approve or refuse this development application in accordance with Section 60 of the 
Planning Act 2016.  
 
Assessment Benchmarks 

 
Regional Plans 

 
The Maranoa Balonne Regional Plan 2009 is a statutory planning instrument intended to assist in managing 
change and shaping the prospects of rural communities in the Maranoa and Balonne regional council areas.  
The regional plan sets out desired regional outcomes, which identify aspirations for ecological sustainability for 
the region. 
 

The Darling Downs Regional Plan 2013 was adopted in October 2013, and covers the local government areas 
of Balonne, Goondiwindi, Maranoa, Southern Downs, Toowoomba and Western Downs.  
 
The intent of the Darling Downs Regional Plan is to provide direction to resolve competing state interests relating 
to the agricultural and resources sectors, and to enable the growth potential of the region’s towns. It seeks to 
maximise opportunities for co-existence of resources and agricultural land uses.  
 
The Balonne Shire Planning Scheme, and specifically the strategic framework, appropriately advances the 
Maranoa–Balonne Regional Plan 2009 and the Darling Downs Regional Plan 2013 as they apply in the planning 
scheme area, and therefore an independent assessment of the proposal against these planning instruments is 
not required.  Although this is the case, the regional planning outcomes sought to be achieved by these regional 
plans have been considered as part of the development assessment.  The development proposal is consistent 
with both regional plans.   
 

State Planning Policy 
 
The development assessment must consider the State Planning Policies to the extent they have not been 
appropriately integrated within or are inconsistent with the Balonne Shire Planning Scheme.   As the Balonne 
Shire Planning Scheme appropriately integrates all relevant aspects of the State Planning Policy a separate 
assessment of the application against this planning instrument is not required.  

 
Balonne Shire Planning Scheme 2019  

 
The relevant sections of the Balonne Shire Planning Scheme 2019 are: 
 

• Part 4   Local Government Infrastructure Plan 

• Part 5   Tables of assessment 

• Part 6   Zones 

o Part 6.2.4  Recreation and Open Space zone code 

• Part 7   Development Codes 

o Part 7.3.1 General development code 

o Part 7.4.3   Flood hazard overlay code 

 
Part 4 - Local Government Infrastructure Plan 
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The Balonne Shire Council does not have a Local Government Infrastructure Plan for infrastructure charging. 
 
Part 5 - Tables of assessment 
 
The Tables of Assessment identify the category of development, the category of assessment and the 
assessment benchmarks for assessable development in the planning scheme area. The Tables of Assessment 
identify the level of assessment for the proposed land use in the proposed location as “Code Assessment.” 
 
Part 6 - Zones 
 
Zones organise the planning scheme area in a way that facilitates the location of preferred or acceptable land 
uses. The subject site is located in the Recreation and Open Space Zone.  
 
Part 6.2.4 Recreation and Open Space zone code 
 
The purpose of the recreation and open space zone code is to:  
 
(a) protect the areas within the Shire with the most significant ecological and landscape values including MSES 

areas, state forests, national parks, significant habitat, wetlands and waterways, wildlife corridors, timber 
reserves, regional parks and areas of high scenic amenity.  

(b) maintain public accessibility to publicly-owned open space consistent with the protection of the 
environmental values of the area.   

(c) provide recreation opportunities that are compatible and sustainable with the environmental values of the 
land.  

(d) ensure that buildings, structures and other developments are sympathetic to, and integrated with, the 
environment and values of the land. 

(e) protect areas and sites of MSES and conservation importance, including cultural and high landscape values.   
(f) ensure development does not inhibit the safe and efficient operation of pipelines.  
 
The purpose of the code will be achieved through the following outcomes: 

(a) where possible, development contributes to the provision of facilities for active sport and recreation to meet 
community needs, including playing fields, equestrian facilities, outdoor cultural facilities, educational 
activities, and outdoor courts.  

(b) structures ancillary to outdoor sport and recreation uses, such as clubhouses, shelters, amenity facilities, 
may be provided where appropriate.  

(c) development protects and enhances matters of state and local environmental significance, landscape values 
and ecological connectivity. 

 
The proposed development complies with the Purpose and Outcomes of the Recreation and Open Space zone 
because:  

• The telecommunications facility will allow the continuation of existing recreation activities occurring on 
the property; 

• The location has been sited on the lot to ensure that biodiversity values and ecological connectivity 
associated with MSES, will not be encroached on; 

• No pipelines are located within the vicinity of the proposed development; 

• Given the nature of the proposed use, being for telecommunications purposes, existing activities located 
within the Recreation and Open Space Zone will not be negatively impacted. It is considered that the 
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use coexists with recreation and open space activities being that it has a small development footprint 
and once constructed, only needs to be accessed once a year for maintenance purposes; and  

• The telecommunication tower is not located in an area on the property that will impact public 
accessibility. 

 
The Code’s relevant Performance Criteria are shown below, in order to more easily view structured and detailed 
consideration of relevant issues — 

Performance outcomes Response 

For assessable development 

PO1 

Buildings and other works are consistent with the 
scale of buildings in the area and do not adversely 
impact on the visual amenity of the area.   

✓ 
While the proposed tower is to be 45 metres in height 
it is not considered to adversely impact on the visual 
amenity of the area given footprint, materials, and 
community benefit. Importantly noted an existing 
telecommunications facility is located centrally within 
Dirranbandi Township. The siting of the tower on the 
property has been considered to ensure substantial 
separation from surrounding residential uses.  

PO2  
Development is compatible with the environmental, 
open space and recreation values of the zone 
(including MSES and important protected areas of 
ecological significance). 

N/A – The subject property to which the development 
is proposed is not identified as having any areas of 
MSES.  

 

Given the location of the tower on the property, in the 
corner away from the existing showgrounds 
infrastructure, it is considered that the dominant 
recreation uses and character of the site will be 
retained.   
 

PO3  

(a) There are no significant adverse impacts on 
amenity, public health or safety resulting from:  
(a) the siting, scale and design of buildings or 
other works.   

(b) waste water disposal.   

(c) permanent or temporary occupation of or access 
to areas subject to natural hazards.   

✓ 

The proposed tower is located significant distance 
from the existing residential activities and furthermore 
is separated by road reserve which provides an 
additional buffer. The tower is proposed to be fully 
fenced whereby mitigating any health or safety risks. 
Given the nature of the facility, not additional waste 
water disposal impacts will occur on the property. As 
the tower is to be located within the Dirranbandi Town 
Levee, natural hazard impacts are minimal.  

PO4 
Development is to ensure the protection and 
maintenance of places and items of cultural heritage. 

✓ 

The proposed development is sited not within 50 
metres of a watercourse nor is in close proximity to 
any identified Local Heritage Places as identified in 
Schedule 5 of the Balonne Shire Planning Scheme. 

PO5  
Uses established in the Recreation and open space 
zone do not conflict with:  

✓ 
The siting of the proposed development is not near 
any petroleum infrastructure or pipelines, stock routes 
and mining leases and claims.  
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(a) petroleum infrastructure that occurs on 
petroleum leases or under petroleum facility 
licences and pipeline licences.   

(b) the function of stock routes.   
(c)  mining leases and claims.  

 
Part 7.3.1 General development code 
 
The purpose of the General development code is to ensure that development in the Shire is located, designed 
and managed in a safe and efficient manner. 
 
The purpose of the code will be achieved through the following overall outcomes: 

(a) Development is located to protect and enhance matters of national, state and local environmental 
significance, landscape values and ecological connectivity. 

(b) Development has a safe and efficient site layout. 

(c) Development does not detract from the Shire’s unique building design, is complementary to the scale of 
neighbouring uses, and contributes to the character of the street and the locality.  

(d) Development on local heritage places:  

i. does not result in the demolition or removal of a local heritage place, unless there is no practical 
reason and feasible alternative. 

ii. conserves the physical features, fabric and contents that contribute to the cultural heritage 
significance of the local heritage place. 

iii. safeguards archaeology and archaeological potential, and ensures they are appropriately 
investigated and artefacts appropriately managed. 

(e) An appropriate level of servicing and infrastructure is provided to new development and is connected to 
BSC’s infrastructure where available. 

(f) The site layout protects adjoining amenity, allows access around the building, allows sufficient areas for 
parking and manoeuvring on the site and safe and efficient access and egress. 

(g) Assets of the BSC are protected. 

(h) Any planned earthworks ensure that existing drainage regimes are maintained. 

(i) Development does not conflict with the ongoing efficient and safe use of the stock route network by 
travelling stock. 

(j) Development does not inhibit the safe and efficient operation of pipelines.  
 
The proposed development complies with the Purpose and Outcomes of the General Development Code 
because:  

• The proposed development is located in an area on the property that will not impact on matters of 
national, state and local environmental significance, landscape values and ecological connectivity; 

• The proposed development does not involve the demolition or removal of a local heritage place; 

• The proposed development will not detract from the shire’s unique building design and is consistent with 
the existing character of Dirranbandi township being that there is an existing telecommunications facility 
located centrally within the town area and furthermore the location of the proposed facility is situated in 
the corner of the lot of greatest distance from the populated residential area.  
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• The proposed development will be connected to electricity supply and has direct access to the road 
network;  

• The proposed development will allow for adequate manoeuvring onsite to allow for safe and efficient 
access and egress from the site;  

• The proposed development will not conflict with the ongoing efficient and safe use of the stock route 
network; and 

• The development is appropriately separated from pipelines and will not impact on pipeline operations. 
 
The Code’s relevant Performance Criteria are shown below, in order to more easily view structured and detailed 
consideration of relevant issues— 

Performance outcomes Response 

Site Layout 

PO1 
The size and bulk of new buildings associated 
with development maintains and enhances the 
intended local character of the zone by avoiding 
over-development of the site, and allowing for 
development at a consistent scale, siting, and 
intensity to nearby development. 

✓  
The proposed development for telecommunications tower 
and associated infrastructure footprint will be minimal in 
area, being 25 x 25 metres. The site coverage from the 
facility will be less than 1% of total site area.  
 
Given the small footprint of the development as well as 
being unmanned and only maintained once a year once 
constructed it is considered that the predominant 
recreational uses intended for the recreation and open 
space zone and surrounding localities will continue to be 
the dominant landscape of the area and the 
telecommunications facility will not change the local 
character of Dirranbandi Township. 

PO2 
Landscaping is provided to enhance the visual 
appeal of the development and soften the 
appearance of the built form.  The majority of 
landscaping is to be undertaken on the principal 
street frontage of the development. 

N/A – Given the nature of the development being for a 
telecommunications tower, once constructed the facility 
being unmanned landscaping is considered not 
necessary.   

Building Design 

PO3 
New development maintains the low-rise scale 
and character of the Shire.  

✓  
While the proposed telecommunications facility will be 45 
metres in height, it is not an uncommon feature within the 
Dirranbandi Township with an existing tower located in 
within the town area. For the facility to provide appropriate 
internet services to the community it is required to be of 
substantial height. The construction materials of the tower 
allow some transparency therefore reducing the visual 
bulk and scale of the facility. It is considered that the 
development will not negatively impact on the character of 
the Recreation and Open Space zone. Furthermore, the 
towers location has been sited at furthest proximity on the 
property from the residential area.  
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PO4 
New buildings or structures present a traditional 
façade to the street.  

✓ 

The proposed development for telecommunications facility 
cannot present a traditional façade to the street given the 
height and materials required for the use to successfully 
service the community. It is considered that given building 
footprint and transparency the tower will not cause 
unreasonable visual obstruction to the street.   

PO5 
Development is generally in accordance with 
existing setbacks within the locality. 

✓  
Existing built form on the site fronting Theodore Street has 
been used as a benchmark with the proposed facility to be 
setback further from Theodore Street than existing 
buildings. 

PO9 
Other than where located in the Rural zone, 
buildings and structures for ancillary uses and 
activities such as sheds are subordinate in use 
and size to the primary use of the premises. 

N/A – The proposed development does not propose any 
ancillary uses. 

 

Ancillary Uses 

PO10 
The proposed development accommodates 
sufficient car parking on site. 

✓  
Once the facility is operational it will continuously operate 
unmanned and generally only requires maintenance once 
a year over one day. As such there will be minimal traffic 
generation therefore an official car parking area is 
considered unnecessary.   

PO11 
The proposed driveway is clear of all 
impediments.  

✓  
There is will be no change to the existing access driveway 
location off Theodore Street, which is clear of 
impediments. If the application is to be approved by 
Council conditions of development approval will require 
the access be maintained in accordance with Balonne 
Shire Council (BSC) standards.  

PO12 
The location of driveways does not create a 
danger to the safety and efficiency of existing 
intersections.  

✓  
The development site is located a significant distance from 
nearby intersections which will not impact or create any 
danger to the safety and efficiency to the existing 
intersections. The existing driveway off Theodore Street 
will continue to be utilised and given the nature of the use 
(being unmanned) existing road conditions are not 
considered to be compromised. 
 

 

PO13 
Access to, from and within the site: 

• is adequate for the type and volume of traffic 
generated by the use. 

• does not adversely impact on the traffic 
network external to the site. 

• caters for safe pedestrian access. 

✓  
If the application is to be approved by Council, conditions 
of development approval will require the existing crossover 
to be maintained in accordance with BSC standards. 
 
It is considered that the existing access to the 
development site is suitable for the activity given that once 
constructed the telecommunications facility will be 
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• provides for disabled access. unmanned and only have vehicles to the site once a year. 
 
Given and nature and location of the development it is not 
considered necessary require pedestrian or disability 
access.  

Infrastructure and Services 

PO14 
The development is supplied with an appropriate 
level of infrastructure to support the intended 
use. 

✓  
The proposed development will be connected to an 
electricity supply.  

PO15 
All development has an adequate supply of 
potable water and can provide for appropriate 
treatment and disposal of effluent and other 
wastewater. 
Note: If the development is not connected to a 
reticulated water supply network, there is no 
guarantee of reliability or availability of water 
from watercourses, overland flow or 
underground water for new non-stock and 
domestic development across the Balonne 
Shire. This is because access to water is subject 
to the limitations and appropriate authorisation 
under the Water Act 2000. 

N/A – The proposed development does not require 
connection water or sewerage supplies to operate.  

PO16 
Stormwater is collected and discharged to 
ensure no impacts on adjoining landowners, 
BSC or State infrastructure while also ensuring 
environmental values of waters in the Shire are 
maintained. 

✓  
The proposed development incorporates minimal hard 
surface areas and therefore stormwater runoff will be 
negligible. The proposed development does not require an 
effluent disposal system.  

PO17 
Wastewater discharge to a waterway is avoided 
or managed in a way that maintains ecological 
processes, riparian vegetation, waterway 
integrity, and downstream ecosystem health.  

N/A – The development will not result in any wastewater 
discharge given that it is an unmanned facility which 
transparent construction materials (lattice tower). 

BSC assets 

PO18 
Structures and buildings do not adversely impact 
on BSC infrastructure.  

N/A – The development is not in proximity to any BSC 
infrastructure. With respect to the local government road 
reserve being Theodore Street, the development will 
create no impact on this asset given the 
telecommunications facility will be unmanned and access 
to the site will be infrequent.  

Electricity infrastructure  

PO29 
Development is separated from major electricity 
infrastructure or substations and incorporates 
buffers to maintain public health and safety, 

✓  
The subject site is not located near major electricity 
infrastructure or substations. 
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residential amenity and allow access to 
infrastructure for maintenance. 

Local heritage places 

PO30 
Development contributes to the retention of a 
local heritage place, facilitates their adaptive 
reuse, but does not result in a change that is 
incompatible with conserving the cultural 
heritage significance of the place. 

✓  
The subject site is not located near a local heritage place. 

Aviation facilities 

PO32 
Development does not interfere with the function 
of air service facilities SPP mapping – 
Infrastructure – Strategic Airport and Aviation 
Facilities. 

✓  
The proposed development will not interfere with the 
function of the Dirranbandi airport. 
 
CASA requirements will need to be met at all times and a 
condition on any development approval issued will ensure 
applicable CASA requirements are met.  

 

7.4.3 Flood Hazard Overlay code  
 
The purpose of the Flood hazard overlay code is to: 

(a) Provide for the assessment of the suitability of development in the Flood hazard overlay area to ensure 
that risk to life, property, community, economic activity, and the environment during flood events is 
minimised. 

(b) Ensure that development does not increase the potential for flood damage on-site or to other property. 
 
The purpose of the code will be achieved through the following overall outcomes: 

(a) The development siting, layout, and access responds to the risk of the flood hazard and minimises risk to 
personal safety. 

(b) The development is resilient to flood events by ensuring siting and design accounts for the potential risks 
of flood hazards to property. 

(c) The development supports and does not unduly burden disaster management response or recovery 
capacity and capabilities. 

(d) The development directly, indirectly and cumulatively avoids an unacceptable increase in severity of the 
flood hazard and does not significantly increase the potential for damage on the site or to other properties. 

(e) The development avoids the release of hazardous materials as a result of a flood event. 
(f) Natural processes and the protective function of landforms and/or vegetation are maintained in natural 

hazard areas. 
 
Whilst the telecommunications tower will be located in a flood hazard area the proposed development complies 
with the Purpose and Outcomes of the Flood Hazard Overlay Code because; 

• The siting of the development on the property is in an area which is protected by the Dirranbandi Town 
Levee. 

• It will not result in an unacceptable risk for persons or property and will not unduly burden disaster 
management response or recovery capacity and capabilities as once constructed the facility will operate 
unmanned (serviced intermittently through the year twice a year, unless otherwise warranted); 

https://spp.dsdip.esriaustraliaonline.com.au/geoviewer/map/planmaking
https://spp.dsdip.esriaustraliaonline.com.au/geoviewer/map/planmaking
https://spp.dsdip.esriaustraliaonline.com.au/geoviewer/map/planmaking
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• The development is relatively small in scale in the overall context of the premises and therefore will not 
result in an undesirable impact on the extent and magnitude of flooding or potential for flood damage 
on-site or to other property; 

• It will be designed so as to be resistant to flooding as far as practical and in accordance with the 
conditions of the development permit, the Building Code of Australia and the relevant Australian 
Standards;  

• The proposed development will not pose any risks of hazardous materials being released; and  

• Landforms and vegetation will be maintained. 
 
The Code’s relevant Performance Criteria are shown below, in order to more easily view structured and detailed 
consideration of relevant issues — 

Performance outcomes Response 

Built Form 

PO1  
Development is resilient to flood events by 
ensuring design and built form to account for 
the potential risks of flooding. 
  

✓  
The area of the property where the telecommunications 
facility is proposed is within the Dirranbandi Town Levee. 
Additionally, the proposed telecommunications facility is an 
unmanned facility once constructed. The structure will be 
designed to allow for flow of flood waters and will be resistant 
to flooding as far as practical and in accordance with the 
conditions of the development permit, the Building Code of 
Australia and the relevant Australian Standards. 

Development siting and layout 

PO2  
Development siting and layout, responds to 
flooding potential and maintains personal 
safety at all times. 

N/A – The proposed development does not involve the 
creation of any new lots.  
 
Once the telecommunications facility is constructed the 
facility will be unmanned and will be serviced intermittently 
through the year (once a year, unless otherwise warranted) 
therefore signage indicating safe evacuation routes, hazard 
warning signage and depth indicators is considered 
unnecessary. Importantly, the area of the property where the 
development is proposed is protected by the Dirranbandi 
Town Levee.    

Effects on flood behaviour 

PO3 
Development directly, indirectly and 
cumulatively avoids any increase in water flow 
velocity or flood level and does not increase 
the potential for flood damage either on site or 
on other properties7. 

✓  
The development is relatively small in scale in the overall 
context of the premises and design of the structure will 
unlikely increase in water flow velocity or flood level and will 
not increase the potential for flood damage on site or other 
properties. 
 
The proposed development will not involve any physical 
alteration to a watercourse or floodway including vegetation 
clearing. 

Hazardous materials 
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PO4 
Development avoids the release of hazardous 
materials or contaminants into floodwaters. 

N/A – The proposed development is for a 
telecommunications facility which is unlikely to release of 
hazardous materials or contaminants into floodwaters. 

Disaster management responses 

PO5 
The development supports, and does not 
unduly burden, disaster management 
response or recovery capacity and 
capabilities. 

✓  
Once constructed the proposed telecommunications facility 
will be unmanned. Therefore, will not result in an 
unacceptable risk for persons will not unduly burden disaster 
management response or recovery capacity and capabilities. 

Community infrastructure 

PO6 
Development involving community 
infrastructure (defined as Sensitive Land Uses 
and Community Oriented Uses under this 
planning scheme): 

(a) remains functional to serve 
community need during and 
immediately after a flood event. 

(b) is designed, sited and operated to 
avoid adverse impacts on the 
community or environment due to the 
impacts of flooding on infrastructure, 
facilities or access and egress routes. 

(c) retains essential site access during a 
flood event. 

(d) and is able to remain functional even 
when infrastructure or services may 
be compromised in a flood event. 

N/A – The proposed development does not involve 
community infrastructure. 

 

Referral Agencies  

Not applicable. 
 
Public Notification and Submissions   

Not applicable. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Function Key Program Area 

Infrastructure and Planning Sustainable planning and development 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Andrew Boardman – Director of Infrastructure Services 

Legal Implications 

The Planning Act 2016 and Council’s planning scheme apply. 
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Policy Implications 

Council’s planning policies apply 

Financial and Resource Implications 
Nil. Recommended conditions of approval must be completed at no cost to Council. 
 

Attachments 

1. Attachment 1 - MCU 187 Proposal Plans.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 
 
That: 
 
1. Council approves the development application MCU187 for a Material Change of Use – 

“Telecommunications Facility” on land located at 1-57 Jane Street, Dirranbandi, described as Lot 1 on 
RP100720 subject to the permit conditions listed below. 

 
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT CONDITIONS 

 
Preamble 
 

i. The relevant planning scheme for this development is Balonne Shire Planning Scheme 2019.  All 
references to the ‘Planning Scheme’ and ‘Planning Scheme Schedules’ within these conditions refer 
to the above Planning Scheme. 

 
ii. Under the Balonne Shire Planning Scheme 2019 a “Telecommunications Facility” means premises 

used for systems that carry communications and signals by means of radio, including guided or 
unguided electromagnetic energy, whether such facility is manned or remotely controlled. 

 
iii. The Environmental Protection Act 1994 states that a person must not carry out any activity that 

causes, or is likely to cause, environmental harm unless the person takes all reasonable and 
practicable measures to prevent or minimise the harm.  Environmental harm includes environmental 
nuisance.  In this regard, persons and entities involved in the operation of the approved development 
are to adhere to their ‘general environmental duty’ to minimise the risk of causing environmental harm 
to adjoining premises. 

 
iv. All Aboriginal Cultural Heritage in Queensland is protected under the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Act 

2003 and penalty provisions apply for any unauthorised harm.  Under the legislation a person carrying 
out an activity must take all reasonable and practicable measures to ensure the activity does not harm 
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage.  This applies whether or not such places are recorded in an official 
register and whether or not they are located in, on or under private land.  The developer is responsible 
for implementing reasonable and practical measures to ensure the Cultural Heritage Duty of Care 
Guidelines are met and for obtaining any clearances required from the responsible entity. 

 
v. It is the responsibility of the developer to obtain all necessary permits and submit all necessary plans 

and policies to the relevant authorities for the approved use. 
 

vi. An operational works application will be required to be submitted to and approved by Council for any 
cut exceeds 100m3 and/or filling works that exceed 500m3.   

CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_files/CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_Attachment_3994_1.PDF
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vii. In completing an assessment of the proposed development, Council has relied on the information 

submitted in support of the development application as true and correct.  Any change to the approved 
plans and documents may require a new or changed development approval.  It is recommended to 
contact Council for advice in the event of any potential change in circumstances. 

 
Use  
 
1. The approved development is a Material Change of Use - “Telecommunications Facility” as defined in 

the Planning Scheme and as shown on the approved plans.  
 
2. A development permit for building works must be obtained prior to commencing construction of the 

telecommunications facility. 
 
3. The approved development is to be carried out generally in accordance with the following approved 

plans/documents and subject to approval conditions. Where there is any conflict between the approval 
conditions and the details shown on the approved plans, the approval conditions prevail.   

Plan/Document 
Number 

Plan/Document Name Date 

067-B003A Issue A Site Plan 13/10/2020 

RQ5341-1-2 Revision A Sample Drawing 45m RT40 General Arrangement  16/05/2018 

 
4. During the course of constructing the works, the developer shall ensure that all works are carried out 

by appropriately qualified persons and the developer and the persons carrying out and supervising the 
work shall be responsible for all aspects of the works, including public and worker safety, and shall 
ensure adequate barricades, signage and other warning devices are in place at all times. 

 
Compliance inspection  
 
5. All conditions relating to the establishment of the approved development must be fulfilled prior to the 

approved use commencing, unless otherwise noted in these conditions. 
 
6. Prior to the commencement of the use, the applicant shall contact Council to arrange a development 

compliance inspection. 
 
Applicable Standards 
 
7. All works must comply with:  

a) the development approval conditions;  
b) any relevant provisions in the Planning Scheme  
c) any relevant Australian Standard that applies to that type of work; and  
d) any alternative specifications that Council has agreed to in writing and which the developer 

must ensure do not conflict with any requirements imposed by any applicable laws and 
standards. 

 
Development works 
 

8. The developer shall ensure that all approved works are carried out by appropriately qualified persons 
and the developer and the persons carrying out and supervising the work shall be responsible for all 
aspects of the works, including public and worker safety, and shall ensure adequate barricades, 
signage and other warning devices are in place at all times.  
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9. The developer is responsible for locating and protecting any Council and public utility services, 

infrastructure and assets that may be impacted on during construction of the development. Any 
damage to existing infrastructure (kerb, road pavement, existing underground assets, etc.) that is 
attributable to the progress of works on the site or vehicles associated with the development of the site 
shall be immediately rectified in accordance with the asset owners’ requirements and specifications 
and to the satisfaction of the asset owners’ representative(s). 

 
Safety 
 
10. Any required obstacle lighting or marking is to be installed and maintained on the approved 

“Telecommunication Facility” in accordance with the Civil Aviation Safety Authority’s (CASA) and 
Manual of Standards Part 139 – Aerodromes. 

Waste Management 
 
11. All waste generated from construction of the premises must be effectively controlled on-site before 

disposal. All waste must be disposed of in accordance with the Environmental Protection (Waste 
Management) Regulation 2000.  

 
12. All waste generated on-site must be managed in accordance with the waste management hierarchy 

as detailed in the Waste Reduction & Recycling Act 2011.   
 

Stormwater Drainage 
 
13. Stormwater drainage is to be provided in accordance with: 

a) Queensland urban drainage manual, 3rd Edition, Queensland Department of Energy and Water 
Supply, 2013;  

b) Pilgrim, DH, (ed)., Australian Rainfall & Runoff – A Guide to Flood Estimation, Institution of 
Engineers, Australia, Barton, ACT, 1987; and  

c) Class 1 and Class 10 buildings – National Construction Code, Volume 2. 
 
Earthworks and Construction 

 
14. During construction, erosion controls and silt collection measures are to be put in place to protect 

environmental values and mitigate potential impacts to adjoining properties and roadway/s.  
 

Avoiding Nuisance 
 

15. No nuisance is to be caused to adjoining properties and occupiers by the way of noise smoke, dust, 
rubbish, contaminant, stormwater discharge or siltation at any time during or after the establishment of 
the approved development.  

 
16. Lighting of the site, including any security lighting, shall be such that the lighting intensity does not exceed 

8.0 lux at a distance of 1.5 metres from the site at any property boundary. 
 
17. All lighting shall be directed or shielded so as to ensure that no glare directly affects nearby properties. 
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18. The area and its surrounds shall be kept in an orderly fashion, free of rubbish and clear of weeds and 
long grasses. The approved development and the premises are to be maintained in a clean and tidy 
condition and not to pose any health and safety risks to the community. 

 
19. Unless otherwise approved in writing by the Council, approved hours of construction are restricted to 

Monday – Saturday 6.30am to 6.30pm – noise permitted.  Work or business which causes audible noise 
must not be conducted from or on the subject land outside the above times or on Sundays or Public 
Holidays. 

 
Services  

 
20. The proposed development must be connected to an electricity supply that is adequate for the use.   
 
Access 

 
21. The landowner shall be responsible for the maintenance of vehicle crossovers from the road 

carriageway to the property boundary.   Should any damage be caused at the approved access 
location, it is the landowner’s responsibility to ensure this is reinstated.  Any repair works are to be 
undertaken in consultation with Council and at the landowner’s expense. 

 
22. Vehicle access and manoeuvring shall be maintained generally in accordance with Balonne Shire 

Council’s Private Property Entrance Policy dated 15 January 2010 ensuring no damage to the roadway.   
 
23. Vehicles entering and exiting the development site must be able to enter and leave in forward direction.  

Reversing out of the development site is not permitted.  Vehicle manoeuvres in this regard are to be 
totally contained within the development site boundaries. 

 
No Cost to Council 

 
24. The developer is responsible for meeting all costs associated with the approved development unless 

there is specific agreement by other parties, including the Council, to meeting those costs.  This 
includes the costs of any services and infrastructure required in connection with the establishment of 
the development. 

 
Latest versions 
 
25. Where another condition refers to a specific published standard, manual or guideline, including 

specifications, drawings, provisions and criteria within those documents, that condition shall be 
deemed as referring to the latest versions of those publications that are publicly available at the 
commencement of the development works, unless a regulation or law requires otherwise. 

 
 
Application Documentation 

 
26. It is the developer’s responsibility to ensure that all entities associated with this Development Approval 

have a legible copy of the Decision Notice, Approved Plans and Approved Documents bearing ‘Council 
Approval’. 

 
 

 
Digby Whyte 
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Director Environment & Regulatory Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: BSC Climate Resilience Policy Statements 

DATE: 20.10.20  

AGENDA REF: ERS3 

AUTHOR: Digby Whyte - Director Environment & Regulatory Services  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

BSC Climate Resilience Policy Statements by the Director Environment and Regulatory Services.  
 

Executive Summary 

Council was assessed by the Queensland Climate Resilient Council’s (Q CRC) program as to how much its 
policy documents reflected policies or governance adapting to climate change, with findings prepared in a report 
and presented to Council. This would create a more resilient community as well as meet future grant and 
insurance expectations that Council was responding to climate change as a risk.  
 
Despite climatic extremes and change being a regular feature of the region, there was little reference to 
adaptation and resilience to climate changes in council documents. The Q CRC report provided policy statement 
suggestions from ‘basic’ to ‘advanced’ for Council to formalise its climate adaptation and resilience. In most 
cases the ‘basic’ and ‘intermediate’ levels sit most comfortably with where Council is heading and are 
recommended here.    

Background 

Detailed assessments and reports on climate change adaptation governance were completed by the Local 
Government Association of Queensland and the Department of Environment and Science for all Queensland 
Councils as part of the Q CRC program. The program is a joint initiative running to June 2022 supporting 
Councils to take appropriate action to manage risks of climate extremes and changes. The reviews involved 
scanning Council corporate documents for key words, qualitative review of documents, as staff survey and face 
to face discussion.  
 
The report to Council (Attachment: Climate Change Adaptation Governance Assessment Report for BSC) was 
delivered in 2018 and presented in a ‘Report Back’ workshop to Councillors in November 2019. Here it was 
highlighted that in addition to a more climate resilient community, there would be an increasing expectation that 
Councils formally plan and adapt for climate change in future grant criteria and in obtaining insurance. 
 
Climate change adaptation is about how Balonne Shire plans for and adapts to climate change in the form of 
weather extremes, such as floods, heat waves, fire, and drought; and causes of climate change, such as the 
carbon footprint. While the focus was on the Shire, Council would also consider any national and global impacts 
of climate on external supplies or funding. 
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While several major city councils have declared ‘Climate Emergencies’ (Sydney, Melbourne, Hobart, ACT 
Government) or have zero-carbon strategies, Balonne Shire is used to planning for climate extremes as a feature 
of the outback.   
 
The Q CRC assessment covered 10 documents that could express governance policy or direction related climate 
change adaptation. Apart from the Local Disaster Management Plan there was no reference in BSC documents 
to the key words: ‘climate change’, ‘adaptation’, or ‘greenhouse gas emissions’. 
 
The review measured governance at five levels: None-Basic-Intermediate-High-Advanced outlined in Table A.  
At the Council Climate Change Adaptation Governance Workshop on 8 October 2020 councillors considered 
options for ‘Basic’ and ‘Intermediate’ governance responses in all or selected documents. These would rapidly 
formalise and lift Council’s standing.  
 
Table A Governance Levels 

Level Indicator 

No data No document 

None No consideration of climate change 

Basic General statements about climate change 

Intermediate Prescribed guidance on one climate change issue/council function 

High Detailed inclusion limited to two climate change issues 

Advanced Climate change well considered with response to direct & indirect impacts & resourced 

  

Implications and resourcing at these levels is relatively light and often involves inserting a sentence or two to 
existing documents to clearly align policy and activity. Because BSC is used to planning for climactic events the 
suggested policies are aligned to current or planned practice.  
 
The Q CRC assessment and Council’s policy statement options are outlined in Table B. The Climate Change 
Adaptation Governance Assessment Report for BSC provided examples of practical council policies at all five 
levels for all ten policy documents. Most of BSC’s policy statement options are from those suggestions and 
adapted to BSC’s context. 
 
This report recommends Council adopts the intermediate level policy statements (in the fourth column) for all 
documents. In making its final selection Council may sometimes prefer the ‘Basic’ policy or to defer a document 
type (in column 2). 
 
In most cases the policy statement is a statement of intent to be considered in documents as they are reviewed 
or updated. The planning scheme is intended to be reviewed in 12 months; the public risk register can be updated 
at any time. Suggested timing is in column six.  
 
Table B Policy Statement Options 

 Key Document 
Type 

Level Public Document and Policy Options Other Actions Date 

1
.
 

Corporate Plan  Corporate Plan 2018-2023; Operational 
Plan 2021/22 

  

 LGAQ/DES 
Assessment 

None    

 Option 1 Basic CP: Environment Goal: “Council will 
develop a climate change adaptation 
policy for decision making” 

Adopt QCRC 
resource tools 
Participate 
QCRC 
community 

2021 
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 Option 2 Intermediate CP: Environment Goal: “Council will 
mainstream climate change adaptation 
into decision making” 

Use State 
guidelines 
Resource 

2021/22 

2
.
 

Financial 
Management 

 Financial Policy 2020-21; Environmental 
Special Charges; Grants Policy 

  

 LGAQ/DES 
Assessment 

No data    

 Option 1 Basic FP: “Council will identify how climate 
change may affect financial management” 

 2021 

 Option 2 Intermediate FP: “Council will identify how climate 
change and adaptation may affect 
financial management, including asset 
value, depreciation and exposure to 
increased extreme events” 

Some evidence 
asset 
management 
has been 
aligned 

2021/22 

3
.
 

Public Risk Register  Corporate Risk Register   

 LGAQ/DES 
Assessment 

No data    

 Option 1 Basic CRR: “Council recognises climate change 
may exacerbate some risks or present 
new risks” 

Scoping risks 2021 

 Option 2  CRR: General statement plus “Potential 
increased drought or flooding impacts 
from climate change”  

Land use 
planning, 
engineering 
solutions 

2021 

4
.
 

Asset Management  Asset Management Plan; Procurement 
Policy; Housing Policy 

  

 LGAQ/DES 
Assessment 

None    

 Option 1 Basic AMP: “Council recognises climate change 
is likely to affect asset life and 
functionality and this will be considered in 
asset management planning and reports” 

 2021 

 Option 2 Intermediate AMP: “Potential increased flooding from 
climate change will be reflected in flood 
modelling and adaptive strategies for road 
networks and town levies”.  
HP: “Council housing will incorporate 
green energy design principles that 
respond to climate change weather 
extremes and reduce carbon footprint” 

 2021 

5
.
 

Land Use Planning  BSC Planning Scheme 2019-2024   

 LGAQ/DES 
Assessment 

None    

 Option 1 Basic PS Intro: “Council recognises climate 
change may affect how planning is 
undertaken in the region and will meet 
the minimum State requirements” 

Add during 
Scheme review 
in 12 months 

2021/22 

 Option 2 Intermediate Objective or outcome, and hazard 
overlays, for mitigating floods, bushfires 
with reference to adaptation to climate 
change 

Add during 
Scheme review 
in 12 months 

2021/22 
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6
.
 

Disaster 
Management 

 Local Disaster Management Plan   

 LGAQ/DES 
Assessment 

Basic LDMP 2014 “Align…climate change 
adaption policy and actions with 
international and national reforms” 

  

 Option 1 Basic LDMP: “Climate change is likely to 
exacerbate many of the known disaster 
risks relating to natural hazards” 

 2021 

 Option 2 Intermediate Descriptions of hazards (flood, heatwaves) 
include the projected impact of climate 
change (in QLD Local Disaster 
Management Guidelines) 

 2021 

7
.
 

Green House Gas 
Emissions 

 Environmental Sustainability Policy 
(develop); Light Vehicle Policy; St George 
Airport Master Plan 

  

 LGAQ/DES 
Assessment 

None    

 Option 1 Basic Council will review potential for a 20 
percent reduction in its carbon footprint 
(or greenhouse gas emissions) by 2025 

 2021/22 

 Option 2 Intermediate Council will reduce carbon emissions 
through alternatives to burning green 
waste by 2022. Council will reduce 
national grid power consumption by 20% 
through efficient and sustainable energy 
systems by 2025 

Audit of 
baseline carbon 
footprint / 
energy costs 
Capture savings 
in financial 
reporting 

2021/22 

8
.
 

Climate Risk 
Management 

 Risk Management Policy? [higher level 
than Risk Register] 

  

 Assessment No data    

  Basic RMP: “Council recognises that climate 
change may exacerbate some risks and/or 
present new risks” 

 2021 

  Intermediate RMP “Council will include the ISO 
standard on climate change and 
infrastructure in its approach to risks to its 
assets” 

 2021/22 

9
.
 

Adaption Planning  Waste Strategy (develop); Water Use 
Policy;  

  

 LGAQ/DES 
Assessment 

None    

 Option 1 Basic Exploration of one risk, for example:  
a. Flood analysis (towns or a town) 

includes adaptation planning (roles, 
activity, resources, triggers for action, 
monitoring) 

b. Waste strategy 2021 identifies 
recycling, reduced carbon emissions 

 2021 

 Option 2 Intermediate In-house scoping analysis of Councils risks 
relating to climate change and types of 
adaptation actions that may be required 

 2022 

1
0

Climate Change 
Policy 

 Environmental Sustainability Policy 
(develop); 
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.
 

 LGAQ/DES 
Assessment 

None    

 Option 1 Basic 1 A broader ESP with inclusion of climate 
change may be sufficient  

 2021/22 

 Option 2 Basic 2 ESP or CHP to include IPCC climate change 
scenarios (min RCP 8.5) with roles, 
actions, review triggers, activity to 
improve governance scores and 
community/stakeholder engagement 

 2022 

 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Environment Investment and adoption of sustainable and renewable solutions 

Consultation (internal/external) 

The Q CRC review consulted Council staff by survey and face to face. The review results were discussed with 
Council on 19 November 2019 and workshopped by Council on 8 October 2020. 

Legal Implications 

Nil relating to policy statements of intent 

Risk Implications 

Climate - Ineffective management of the economic and social impact of natural disasters. 

Policy Implications 

The policy statements on climate change resilience and adaptation apply to named policy documents. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Implications are relatively modest at the basic and intermediate level of policy response to climate change and 
resilience. Some policy statements are general, others formalise current activity, and others may support grant 
funding.  

Options or Alternatives 

The report provides Council with a suite of policy statement options from ‘none’ to ‘advanced’ across ten policy 
document types. This paper recommends basic and intermediate policy responses.   

 
 

Attachments 

1. Q CRC Governance Assessment for Balonne Shire Council 2018.pdf (separately enclosed)   
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 

CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_files/CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_Attachment_4009_1.PDF
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That Council recommends the ‘basic’ and ‘intermediate’-level climate change adaptation policy statements, 
outlined in Table B of this report, be incorporated into those policy documents when they are reviewed or 
funded.  
 

 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Environment & Regulatory Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Stock Route Compliance Priority Policy and Compliance Procedure 

DATE: 20.10.20  

AGENDA REF: ERS4 

AUTHOR: Digby Whyte - Director Environment & Regulatory Services  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Stock Route Compliance Priority Policy and Compliance Procedure by the Director Environment and Regulatory 
Services 
 

Executive Summary 

This policy prioritises compliance under the Stock Route Management Act 2002 within Council resources and 
provides a fair compliance procedure.  

Background 

Council is required to manage the stock route network within the Shire and offences under the under the Stock 
Route Management Act 2002. 
 
Given limited financial and staff resources, the attached Stock Route Compliance Priority Policy and Procedure 
aligns to the Queensland Draft Stock Route Management Strategies primary, secondary and negotiated stock 
route categories. The policy provides for four descending levels of priority dependant on resources, safety, and 
transitioning from historic use. 
 
Associated with the policy is a procedure designed to achieve compliance through a fair and measured process 
where stock route neighbours and users have a good understanding of their responsibilities and acceptable 
options and an opportunity to first discuss and redress issues.  

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Environment Biosecurity, pest management and stock route planning 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Stock Route Management Strategy Consultation with DNRME and LGAQ 
Councillor workshop 17 September 2020 
Robyn Shapcott, Manager Rural Services and Compliance  
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Legal Implications 

Council is required to manage stock routes in Balonne Shire under the Stock Route Management Act 2002 

Risk Implications 

Reputation - Inadequate engagement and assessment of the impact of external and internal stakeholders on 
our community, viability, and productive capacity. 

Policy Implications 

This policy and procedure sits under legislation, State policy, and Council’s own Corporate Plan and Stock Route 
Management Plan. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

A key intent behind prioritising stock route compliance is to manage within financial and staff limits. Management 
and compliance are the responsibility of the Rural Services and Compliance section and its authorised officers.  

Options or Alternatives 

1. Full compliance with regular monitoring and following up all offences will put pressure on resources and 
may not allow for a smooth transition out of historic uses. 

2. Reduced compliance would reduce Council’s reputation and effectiveness in providing and managing a 
well-used and regarded stock route network in SW Queensland. 

 
 

Attachments 

1. Stock Route Compliance Priority Policy and Compliance Procedure.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to approve the Stock Route Compliance Priority Policy and Compliance Procedure. 
 

 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Environment & Regulatory Services  

 

CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_files/CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_Attachment_4010_1.PDF
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IOCEO1 MONTHLY REPORT 
COMMUNITY AND 
LIBRARY SERVICES 

September Monthly Report for Communities and Libraries  380 

IOCEO2 TOURISM SERVICES 
MONTHLY REPORT 

Balonne Shire Tourism Report for September 2020 as supplied by 
the Manager Tourism. 

384 

IOCEO3 COMMUNICATIONS AND 
MEDIA MONTHLY REPORT 

Monthly report for Media and Communications – 05 September to 
16 October  2020   

393 

IOCEO4 ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT UPDATE 
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Economic Development Update September 2020 396 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report Community and Library Services 

DATE: 16.10.20  

AGENDA REF: IOCEO1 

AUTHOR: Dani Kinnear - Community Development Officer  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

September Monthly Report for Communities and Libraries  
 

Community and Libraries 

Library Services 

Total Monthly loans    
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   Total Monthly Membership 
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Monthly New Members 
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Community Grants and Assistance 
In September 2020, Council had 1 sponsorship request from Dirranbandi Polocrosse for their Polocrosse Horsemanship 
Clinic to be held in Dirranbandi totalling $2,000 

 
As of 30 September 2020, Council has approved 3 applications for assistance through the 2020/21 Community 
Grants and Assistance program, totalling $3,470.60 for 2020/21. This compares with 11 applications with a total 
value of $6,950 in 2019/20.  
 

  
 
 
 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
   

 

 
Elizabeth Jones 
Community Development & Cultural Services Manager  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Tourism Services Monthly Report 

DATE: 17.10.20  

AGENDA REF: IOCEO2 

AUTHOR: Kim Wildman - Tourism Manager  
  

 

Balonne Shire Tourism Report – September 2020 

Balonne Shire Tourism Report for September 2020 as supplied by the Manager Tourism. 
 

Tourism Projects & Activities 

• The Business Mentoring Project focusing on social media has continued with mentoring sessions held 
every fortnight. The focus now is having a new Instagram account for Tourism up and running.  
Mentoring sessions to be completed by end of October. An application has been submitted for 
equipment and resources as part of the round 2 Project Funding for business mentoring program. 

• The Cotton Farm/Vineyard Tour and Birdwatching tours have continued this month. The demand for the 
Cotton Farm/Vineyard Tour with up to 3 tours per week. A total of 218 people attended the 
Cotton/Vineyard Tour this month. 

 

Marketing & Promotions 

Shire Tourism Branding 
The final draft of the Shire new St George Region Tourism Branding was approved unanimously at the 
September Council meeting. From the Shire’s brand promise to our brand experience, the new branding is 
designed to connect with our key target audience, inspire our community and tell our unique story, while 
simultaneously maintaining consistency and leveraging on Regional, State and National tourism brands. The 
development of the resulting brand and creative was based on customer insights gained from consultation 
undertaken for the Balonne Shire Tourism & Events Strategy 2025 and an on-line visitor branding survey of 347 
respondents, predominately from Queensland, New South Wales and Victoria. This new strategy will now guide 
all marketing and promotions for the Shire, including the redesign of the current St George & Surrounds 
Travellers Guide due to be updated and released in early 2021. 
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• As the next step of the branding process it is standard practice for Councils to create their own branded 
tourism website which is separate from the Corporate website. Balonne Shire Council is currently the 
only Council in the South West local government group to not have a tourism website. See Cunnamulla 
Tourism, Explore Bulloo, Visit Quilpie for local examples. The creation of separate tourism website was 
included as a KPI for the 2019/2020 Operational Plan, however the branding process needed to be 
completed first before a website was created. The Tourism Team is currently seeking quotes for the 
creation and design of a new St George Region branded website. 

• With the Shire current promotional images well dated, Tourism Services Media/Coms teams are 
collaborating to fund and organise a professional photographer, Leeroy Todd, to come to the Shire in 
October to take a range of fresh, new images. These images will use on all Tourism and Corporate 
marketing collateral including the website, flyers, brochures, banners etc. The team will be seeking 
assistance from the local community to act as talent in the photographs. 

• The Channel 9 Today program will be coming to St George to do the live crosses for the weather from 
the Balonne River on Wednesday 21 October. There will be six 2.30 minute crosses filmed throughout 
the morning which will provide the Shire with the perfect opportunity promote all the St George Region 
has to offer.  

 
 
St George & Surrounds Facebook page 

• Currently a total of 2711 followers (an increase of 60 followers) with 2491 likes (increase of 55 likes) 
 
Most popular posts for September - 
 

• Post promoting Kylie’s final guest appearance at the Visitor Information Centre where she was greeting 
guests and a final chance to grab a selfie before she said goodbye to the Balonne Shire.  This post saw 
a 2k reach, 118 post clicks, 63 reactions/comments and shares 
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Welcome To Our Place Campaign 
The Welcome To Our Place campaign has continued throughout the September school holidays. Postcards and 
coffee cup stickers were distributed to the Visitor Information Centre as well as local businesses. With the new 
branding being launched, the campaign will come to a close as the new brand is rolled out. 
 
The Welcome To Our Place Facebook group and competition finished up at the end of September with selected 
photographs to be used in the new 2021 Balonne Shire Council Community calendar. A couple of the pictures 
shared are as below. 
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Reviews 

Tripadvisor 
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IOCEO2 
 

Page 389 of 441 29 October 2020 

 

 
 

 

 
 
Google My Business 
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Tourism Organisation Representation 

Outback Queensland Tourism Association (OQTA) 

• CEO of OQTA, Ms Denise Brown, advised the Manager Tourism that the OQTA Board voted to accept 
the Balonne informing her of Council’s intention to realign the region’s tourism partnership with OQTA. 
However, membership could not be finalised until the AGM in late November. 

 
Southern Queensland Country Tourism (SQCT) 

• With membership of an RTO a requirement for the Balonne Shire Visitor Information Centre to 
maintain accreditation, membership with SQCT has been extended until 31 December 2020.  

 
Adventure Way Promotions Group 

• The next Adventure Way meeting is scheduled for 10 November in Thargomindah. A decision was made 
at the AGM on 8 September, for Balonne to share the Secretary/Treasurer position with Bulloo initially 
but with Bulloo to eventually take over this role.    
 

The Great Inland Way 

• The latest meeting for The Great Inland Way was held on 17 September 2020. 

Meetings & Training 

• Monthly Tourism Catch-Up meeting was held on 2 September  

• Destination Q Virtual Conference 4 September  

• Team Meeting – Office of the CEO 15 September  

• Tourism Team Catch-Up meeting held on 24 September  

Volunteer Projects & Activities 

• Not all Volunteers have returned to the VIC.  Those that have totalled 35.5 hours for September. 

Shire Tourism Statistics – September 2020 

St George Visitor Information Centre  
T There were 1684 visitors recorded for September through the Visitor Information Centre (VIC) in St George.  
This is an increase of 333 visitors compared to September 2019 where the total was 1351 visitors. 

• Local Shire   127 

• New South Wales  118 
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• Victoria    45 

• Queensland   1364 

• South Australia   24 

• Northern Territory  2 

• Australian Capital Territory 2 

• Western Australia  0 

• Tasmania   0 

• Overseas/International  2  
 
The VIC also received 87 tourism related phone enquiries, 1 Information Pack was sent out and 15 email/internet 
tourism related enquiries were made during September. 
 

 
Visitor Numbers through Balonne Shire Visitor Information Centre 

 
Dirranbandi RTC  
There were 144 visitors recorded for September 2020 through the Dirranbandi Rural Transaction Centre (RTC). 
This is a decrease of 172 visitors compared to September 2019. 
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Attachments 

Nil 
   
 

 
Matthew Magin 
Chief Executive Officer  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Communications and Media Monthly Report 

DATE: 17.10.20  

AGENDA REF: IOCEO3 

AUTHOR: Nigel Tapp - Corporate Communications Coordinator  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Monthly report for Media and Communications – 05 September to 16 October  2020   
 

Executive Summary 

Communications Monthly Report for the period – 05 September to 16 October  2020   

Media Releases - Mungindi Fire Update, 3 September 
- Border Zone expansion to Moree “a sensible decision”, 4 September 
- Landfill cleanup: please leave it to the experts, 8 September 
- Funny Mummies Bring the Comic Pain Relief, 9 September 
- Library school holiday program announced, 14 September 
- Nominate your mates for the 2021 Australia Day Awards, 16 September 
- Children can become Rocket Scientists for a day, 18 September 
- St George to move to summer water restrictions soon,18 September 
- Border Zone changes will allow Balonne Residents to go further, 25 

September 
- Little plants making a big impact on Bush Tucker Garden, 25 September 
- Jump into summer with free swim at St George Pool. 2 October 
- Introducing ‘St George Region’: Balonne Shire’s new tourism brand. 7 

October 
- Remote Australians deserve access to tertiary education. 12 October. 

New participants sought for business mentoring program, 16 October 

Media Monitoring During the reporting period Council had the following media stories published in 
newspapers/trade publications/special interest publication in online/print or both 
South West Newspaper: 21 
Big Rig Magazine: 2 (print and online) 
Goondiwindi Argus: 1 
LG Focus: 1 
Sydney Morning Herald: 1 (up to 8-10) 
InQueensland (online): 1 
North Queensland Register: 1 
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Mayor (connectivity project and water restrictions) and Cr Scott Scriven (wild dog 
related activities) had interviews broadcast on 4RRR in week beginning 21st 
September 
Mayor undertook weekly report on 4SG on 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th September, 6th 
October, 13th October 
Mayor did interview with ABC Toowoomba re: water restrictions on 5th October 

Web uploads - Tourism rebrand: creating collateral and transition to new social media 
material (Jorja) 

- Social media messaging for Pool Manager vacancy, Today Show 
coming to St George, construction works in St George and Mungindi, 
impounded dogs, Get Ready Queensland, Camerata Live, Dirranbandi 
Arts Council exhibition, Rugby Union, COVID-19 restriction changes, 
Water restrictions, It’s Rocket Science, weather warnings, Border Zone 
changes, bush tucker garden, tourism events grants, jobs available, 
business webinars, Country Universities Centre webinar, Funny 
Mummies, school holiday program, Australia Day award nominations 
(Jorja). 

Website redesign: creating draft site map, starting rewrite of content for Animals 
section in consultation with Local Laws team (Jorja). 

Social Media 

• Facebook 
 
 
 

• Twitter 
 
 
 
 
 

• Instagram 

Figures from 4th September to 16th October 
Likes: 4,362. Up 41 since last reporting period. 
Total reach: 25,179 people in this reporting period. 
 
 
Followers: 369. Up by 12. 
Tweet impressions: 10,000. Down 2.6% in 28 days. 
Profile visits: 78. Up 21% in 28 days. 
 
 
Followers: 729. Up 21 in this reporting period. 
Reach: 434. Down 13.7% 
Looking to get Council verified on the platform but will require a copy of Balonne 
Shire’s article of incorporation to make that happen. 

Corporate 
publications 

- Council Update 
- Roadworks Update 14th September and 28th September, 12th October, 26th 
October 
- Water Usage Update 19th October 
- Watercooler Chat, Monday 7th September, 14th September, 21st September, 28th 
September, 6th October, 13th October, 20th October and 26th October editions. 
- Updated multi-language investment brochures/flyers 
- Clearing on Stock Routes and Road Reserves guide: complete. 
-  Migration and Settlement Strategy messaging for social media: in progress 
-- Website updates to St George Library Hub page 

Government Liaison - Liaised with Emily Bradfield (Media Adviser David Littleproud) to discuss planned 
media release re: Dirranbandi Showground Update and pic when Minister in town 
for golf 
 

 
Media Liaison 

- Met with ABC to discuss Mayor being available for radio interviews 
- Liaised with 2WEB re interview in relation to wild dog related activities in the 
Shire (Interview with Scott Scriven at request of NSW Government agency) 
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- Met with James Clark and Jennifer Pike to discuss council 
support/sponsorship/advertising requirements and expectations with SW 
Newspaper 
- Met with Barry Dixon to discuss current relationship with 4SG 
 

 

Murray Darling 
Association Inc. 

- Nil 

Disaster Management 
Officer 

- Nil 

Advertising - Placed job advertisements/public notices, tender for South West Newspaper 
- Placed tender advertisement with Courier-Mail/Toowoomba Chronicle 
- Created on-air advertisements for 4SG 
- Discussed future advertising requirements with Toowoomba Chronicle and 
placed Public Notice advert 
 

 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
   
 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Economic Development Update September 2020 

DATE: 17.10.20  

AGENDA REF: IOCEO4 

AUTHOR: Garnet Radford - Economic Development Officer  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Economic Development Update September 2020 
 

Executive Summary  

 
The purpose of the report is to update Council on Economic Development activity in the Balonne Shire during 
the month of September 2020.  The main priorities for the month were the on-going delivery of major projects – 
Business Mentoring, Dirranbandi Hot Baths, major projects, COVID-19 business support and assistance, 
reporting and business support and following up on investment enquiries.  Highlights in September include: 
submission of Milestone 3 MDBEDP Business Mentoring report ($100,000), four business mentoring webinars 
facilitated, reimbursement of project funding mentoring program - $21,754, four mentoring outcomes report 
received, visit from the Office of the Queensland Chief Entrepreneur, engagement opportunities with University 
of Southern Queensland, and Gilmour Space Technologies launch campaign. 
 
Summary of activity during the month of September and Year to Date 

Metric Activity Notes 

New Business enquiries 1 Monthly business enquiries  

YTD new business enquires 4 Year to date enquiries 

Business engagement 
meetings 

71 Meetings, calls in the month with key stakeholders 
and businesses 

YTD Business meetings 183 Year to date client and stakeholder meetings 

Follow up and value-add 
services (Referrals) 

18 Introductions, referral of support services, key 
events & information to producers and businesses 

YTD Referral services 64 Year to date referrals  

Events and strategic meetings 21 Includes conference, chamber/progress 
associations, ED relevant events and strategic 
meetings/sessions 

YTD Business events 56  

Investments – Pipeline* 71 Pipeline of “Active Projects” (includes some 
Priority) 

Investments announced 0 Investments in month (Library Hub and CUC) 

Investments YTD 0 Year to date investments announced in FY 

Value of investments $0m $ value of investments in month 
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Investments $ YTD $0m Total value of investments Year to date in FY 

Jobs created  0 Jobs created (estimated) in period 

 

1.0 Monthly work program – activity and highlights  

• Business Mentoring 

o Milestone 3 Business Mentoring report submitted - $100,000 

o Feasibility study guidelines and expressions of interest – closes 1 October 

o Four webinars hosted in September, recorded (44 attendees total in Live session) 

o Funding reimbursed $21,754 (MDEDP) and local fund spend $22,627 (MDBEDP and co-

contribution) 

o Four mentoring outcomes reports received (2 SME, 1 tourism, 1 horticulture) 

o Project funding Round 2 – 7 applications  

 

• Dirranbandi Hot Baths 

o Community stakeholder Engagement 

o consultant/council officers and Councillors engagement  

o Site review, analysis, and follow-up 

o Request for surveys to survey property (3 quotes received) 

o Council update – separate report  

• Round 1 and Round 2 of Queensland Adaption Grants- 15 approved $133,034  

• REDP Milestone 5 Phase 2 Report funds receipted - $40,000 

• SWRED Investment Attraction Steering Committee 

• One new business enquiry - solar 

• Referral services in month - 18 

• Gilmour Space technologies Launch Campaign 

• Updates to Thallon and Dirranbandi Progress Associations  

• St George Chamber of Commerce  

 

1.1 Project Summaries 

• Business Mentoring Program 

o Milestone 3 Report submitted to the Department ($100,000) 

o Project funding total expenditure $41,842 (MDBEDP $21,754), local spend MDBEDP 

$11,491 and co-contribution $11,136 = $22,627  

o Webinars (4) – Take Control of Your Business, e-commerce, Take Control of Your Finances, 

Finance and Cash Flow Management 

o Round 1 Phase 2 – Project Funding – 7 applications 

o Feasibility Study expressions of interest – closes 1 October 

o EOI for additional hours (up to 5 Hours) – 4 approvals (20 hours) 

o Steering Committee meeting – 14 October  

o Round 2 mentoring expressions of interest – closes 16 October 

o Follow up on status of mentors and mentees 

• Dirranbandi Thermal Springs (Hot Baths) 

o Consultant – stakeholder engagement 

o October Council report update 
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o Land tenure meeting with DNRME, site selected 

o Scope of works and request for quotes for surveying (3 quotes) 

• COVID-19 Business Support and Recovery 

o Monitoring of Queensland Government directives and communication to local businesses 

and producers 

o Assistance re: seasonal workers/exemptions 

o St George Task Force Group – DAF, Growcom, Balonne Shire, stakeholders  

o Adaption Grant assistance  

• Exclusion Fencing 

o Monitoring economic benefits 

o Target for recruiting for Round 2 Business Mentoring  

• Inland Rail 

o Border Regions Organisation of Councils (BROC) inland rail workshops – rail and road 

upgrade proposals 

o Workshops with EY 

• Investment Attraction 

o SWRED $300k project – regional investment prospectus and marketing – scope of works for 

consultant  

o Follow up meeting (strategic plan and assistance) with meat works owners 

o Two-page investment fact sheet for LGAQ Trade and investment 

o Follow up on existing enquiries and priority projects  

o Updating of investment fact sheets for distribution 

• Other 

o Referrals and introductions of contacts and services – 18 

o Letters of Support (Food and Fibre Conference 2021, Multicultural Affairs) 

o Sponsorship of Ag Advisors Breakfast 21 October 

 

1.2 Events & Strategic Meetings 

• Office of the Chief Entrepreneurship – visit and follow-up 

• University of Southern Queensland Engagement Opportunities 

• St George Chamber of Commerce  

• Biohub opportunity 

• Business Mentoring webinars - 4 

• St George Workforce Group 

• Progress Association Updates 

• Advance Queensland  

• SWRED investment attraction prospectus 

• Agriculture – Queensland borders framework 
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1.3 Business Activity and Lead Generation  

• One new investment enquiry in September - Solar 

• Follow up on investment lead pipeline and priority projects  

• Projects emerging from Murray-Darling Basin Economic Development Program Business Mentoring 

and business improvement scheme program.  
•  

•  

1.4 Reporting 

• Milestone 3 MDBEDP Business Mentoring submitted - $100,000 

• Progress Association Updates (2) – Thallon and Dirranbandi 

• Weekly wrap updates (4) 

• August 2020 Economic Development update  

• Project Management – Business Mentoring and Dirranbandi Thermal Springs 

• Economic Development Activity report; and 

• Investment Summary Report 

 

2.O Investments/Projects       

2.1 Existing Priority Projects Updates 

Project Status/Update 

Thallon Grain Upgrade All inland rail projects at Gate 2 – progressing to feasibility.  
Proponent – extension of mentoring hours 

Thallon Freight Hub BROC update received 

Carrot Production No further announcements at this stage   

Mooramanna Feedlot Exclusion Fencing roll out  

Fucheng (Westmar) No further announcements from the proponents 

Horticulture expansion Mentoring continuing with projects being identified. Developing 
value-add and diversification projects. 

Truck Fuel Stop No further activity on this project 

Cluster Exclusion Fencing Fencing roll out and capturing of economic outcomes 

St George Aerodrome No further update 

St George Meat Processing Follow up discussion in September with meatworks owner. Focus 
now on lamb and mutton. 

Solar Farm St George Workshop at September Council meeting on renewable and 
alternative energy  

 

2.2  Investments Realised and Job Creation/Retention 

Investments YTD Project Value $ YTD Jobs YTD 

0 0 $0m $0m 0 0 

 

2.3 Project Pipeline Status – “Active” Projects (Includes Priority Projects) 
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Sector Totals  Estimated timeframe*/stage Totals 
Agriculture 16  Late 2020 3 

Aquaculture 3  Early 2021 24 

Education/Training 3  Mid 2021 3 

Energy 3  Feasibility 24 

Food & Feed Processing 6  Concept 12 

Health and Medical 1  Monitoring 5 

Horticulture 9    

ICT 0    

Manufacturing 3    

Professional Services 2    

Property and Construction 2    

Retail/Wholesale 5    

Tourism 9    

Transport and Logistics 3    

Water 2    

Other 4    

Totals 71  Totals 71 

 

3.0 Economic Development Activity 

3.1 New Business Enquiries 

In the month of September there was one new business enquiry - solar. In addition to the priority projects, 

the EDO will continue to follow up and report on existing business enquiries.  

Enquiries Totals YTD  Sector Totals YTD 

New 1 4  Agriculture 0 2 

Expansion 0 0  Education/Training 0 0 

Total 1 4  Energy 1 1 

External 0 1  Health and Medical 0 0 

Local 1 3  Horticulture 0 0 

Total 1 4  ICT 0 0 

    Indigenous 0 0 

    Infrastructure 0 0 

    Manufacturing 0 0 

    Property 0 0 

    Retail 0 0 

    Tourism 0 1 

    Transport and Logistics 0 0 

    Other 0 0 

    Total 1 4 

 

3.2 Client Meetings 

During the month, there were 71 Economic Development related meetings of which 36 were external and 

35 were local. The purpose of these meetings is to engage and meet with key stakeholders, business 

champions, investment enablers and investors and business owners directly to promote the shire and 

identify business opportunities. Professional Services (23), Government (9), Agriculture (10), and 
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Horticulture (10) were the most represented sectors. St George (24) Roma (7), Dirranbandi (5), and 

Brisbane (5) were most represented. 

 

Sector Meetings YTD  Location Meetings YTD 

Agriculture 10 28  St George 24 43 

Creative 0 0  Dirranbandi 5 22 

Education/Training 0 1  Thallon 3 6 

Energy 1 1  Mungindi 0 0 

Government 3 22  Hebel 0 2 

Health/Medical 6 9  Nindigully 0 0 

Horticulture 10 20  Bollon 3 4 

ICT 0 0  Brisbane 5 18 

Indigenous 0 1  Gold Coast 4 6 

Infrastructure 0 0  Goondiwindi 4 9 

Manufact/Construct 1 3  Toowoomba 1 7 

Not for Profit 7 13  Roma 7 24 

Professional Services 23 56  Southern Downs 0 0 

Retail 1 5  Western Downs 0 0 

Tourism & Sport 6 19  Logan 1 5 

Transport 0 1  Queensland Other 1 3 

Other 4 4  Western Queensland 1 3 

    Melbourne 0 1 

    Sydney 1 3 

    NSW Regional 3 12 

    VIC Regional 4 9 

    Canberra ACT 0 0 

    South Australia 4 6 

    Tasmania 0 0 

    Western Australia 0 0 

    International 0 0 

Total 71 183  Total 71 183 

 

3.3 Referrals 

Referrals are regarding introductions to government programs, advisors, mentors and other persons or 

government programs to assist local business growth and expansion.  A total of 18 business referrals and 

support services were recorded in the month of September.  Business referrals and assistance included: ED 

services, grant information/support, introductions, and agribusiness support. 

 Sector Sept 
2020 

YTD Notes 

Agriculture 7 14 Mentoring, feasibility study, grants, Letter 
of Support  

Chamber & Progress Associations 0 2  

Education & Training  0 0  

Environmental 0 1  

Government 1 9 Letter of support  

Health & Medical 2 5 Mentoring, feasibility and COVID 
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Horticulture 5 12 Mentoring, COVID, digital connectivity 

Indigenous 0 0  

Industrial 0 0  

Manufacturing/construction 1 3 Mentoring 

Not-For-Profit 0 4  

Retail 1 5 Mentoring 

Professional Services 0 1 Mentoring 

Tourism 0 4 Mentoring 

Other 1 4 Follow up space firm  

Total 18 64  

 

4.0 Events and Strategic Meetings 

4.1 Relevant events attended/presented  

In September, 21 business events were held either via videoconference/teleconference or in person.  Two 

events the EDO presented at – Office of the Queensland Chief Entrepreneur visit and Engagement 

opportunities with University Southern Queensland. 

Event Date Purpose 

Office of Qld Chief Entrepreneur 2-Sep Opportunities with OQCE and Balonne 

SWRED 3-Sep Investment Attraction Prospectus 

BROC Inland Rail EY 3-Sep EY Workshop and Updates 

Office of Qld Chief Entrepreneur 7-Sep Follow up opportunities - Digital 

Thallon Progress Association 8-Sep Progress Association  

Access Community Services 8-Sep Welcoming City program 

Webinar #5 – e-commerce 10-Sep Business mentoring 

Dirranbandi Progress Association 11-Sep AGM and update on MDB EDP projects 

Queensland AgriTech  11-Sep AgTech month  

Gilmour Space Technologies 15-17 Sep Launch campaign (Strife 75) 

Utilitas Biohub 15-Sep Bioenergy proposals 

SG Chamber of Commerce meeting 16-Sep Monthly meeting and BAH 

Webinar #6 – Take Control of Finances 17-Sep Business Mentoring Program 

SWRED 17-Sep Investment Attraction Prospectus 

Access Community Services 18-Sep Welcoming City Program 

USQ Engagement Opportunities 21-Sep Potential projects USQ and Balonne  

Advance Queensland  23-Sep Innovation/support to growth companies 

BROC Inland Rail EY 23-Sep Roads and Rail  

Webinar #7 – Finance and Cash Flow 24-Sep Business Mentoring program 

COVID Economic Update 30-Sep LGMA and CommBank 

Agriculture and Qld Borders Task Force 30-Sep Framework agriculture and border areas 

 

4.2 Upcoming and proposed events/meetings 

Event Date Purpose and Location Cost 

Webinar #8 1-Oct Value-Added Agriculture (Fir for purpose) MDBEDP 

Access Community Services 7-Oct Relocation of workers in Logan  nil 
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Agriculture and 
Queensland Borders Task 
Force 

8-Oct Strategy/framework for agriculture and 
horticulture next 12 months  

 

Chamber of Commerce  14-Oct Chamber regular meeting nil 

Steering Committee 14-Oct Regular meeting – business mentoring  nil 

SQL Round table session 14-Oct Business round table discussion – St George nil 

Ag Advisory Breakfast 21-Oct Advisor ag services in shire $500 

Access Services 21-Oct Regional relocation assistance nil 

Trade Investment 
Queensland 

29-Oct Investment Attraction and Export services nil 

BROC Inland Rail Workshop TBC Gate 2 Prefeasibility Strategic Options  

Proposed Digital 
Connectivity Workshops 

Oct-Nov Update on digital connectivity – Agtech 
opportunities for producers 

TBC 

ecoBiz site visits Nov ecoBiz energy, water, and waste efficiency 
site visits with 10 Balonne Shire businesses 

nil 

Queensland AgTech Month Nov Queensland AgTech group nil 

RDA DDSW id Profile 
Training 

11-Nov Economic impact sessions – grants Nil 

Investment Attraction 
SWRED 

TBC Marketing and presentations regarding 
investment attraction events 

TBC 

 
 

Attachments 

Nil  
 

 
Matthew Magin 
Chief Executive Officer  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report 

DATE: 20.10.20  

AGENDA REF: ICFS1 

AUTHOR: Tiffiny Kajewski - Project Officer  
  

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

Grants Monthly Information Report  
 

SUMMARY  

SUBMITTED  
Full Business Case Grant Applications      3 
Expression of Interest Grant Applications      0 
 
IN PROGRESS  
Full Business Case Grant Applications      0 
Expression of Interest Grant Applications      0 
 
SUCCESSFUL  
Full Business Case Grant Applications      3 
Expressions of Interest Grant Applications     0 
 
UNSUCCESSFUL  
Grant Applications          1 
 
UNSUCCESSFUL GRANTS REGISTER 20/21 FY    9 
SUCCESSFUL GRANTS REGISTER 20/21 FY     11 
 

Attachments 

1. 02 October 2020 - Grants Monthly Information Report.pdf ⇩  
   

 

 
Andrew Boardman 
Director Infrastructure Services  

 

CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_files/CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_Attachment_3976_1.PDF
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OFFICER REPORT 
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report Director Finance & Corporate Services 

DATE: 20.10.20  

AGENDA REF: ICFS2 

AUTHOR: Michelle Clarke - Director Finance & Corporate Services  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Monthly report for September/October - Finance and Corporate Services 
 

Land matters 

• Follow up sent to Grain Corp awaiting lease documentation for Thallon campgrounds and cattle yards  

• Digital Connectivity project and location of Dirranbandi tower confirmed for Showgrounds, preparing 
trustee lease 

• St George Levee – 2 properties still pending signature (1 block wall and 1 earth levee) 

IT Vision project 

• Reporting module training completed in October 

• Further training provided to Infrastructure Services supervisors on the use of Definitiv Payroll 

• Project feedback provided to IT Vision as Phase 1 of implementation nears completion 

Governance 

• New provisions under the Local Government Act and Regulations came into effect 12 October – 
relevant policies and documentation has been updated and submitted to council 29 October together 
with changes made in InfoCouncil and to declaration forms 

• Quarter 1 report is currently being populated by relevant staff for 2020/21 Operational Plan and will be 
presented to the November council meeting 

• Annual report is nearing completion and will be presented to the 12 November Special council meeting 

• Continuing to provide advice and support for CUC Balonne Ltd project, Regional Connectivity project 
and Dirranbandi Beautification scheme and Library Hub 

o Meeting held with Dirranbandi Beautification scheme participants on Friday 16 October and 

now liaising with McInnes Wilson to simplify the landholder agreement 
o Meeting held with Project Manager and team on Library Hub 
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Grants 

• Grant financial reports for three programs underway near completion with Arabon Auditors to complete 
independent audit of acquittals  

• Library hub funding agreement finalised and implementation commenced 

• Reports submitted for Local Government Grants & Subsidies programs (SWRRTG Asset project and 
Mungindi Reserve) 

• Works for Queensland monthly update submitted 

• Revenue Recognition reports for RADF and Mungindi Murray Darling Basin Economic Development 
Program pending. 

Complaints 

• 1 complaint regarding access to St George Aerodrome resolved 

• 5 administrative complaints received - asbestos/dilapidated building; gravel supply, road conditions (Middle 
Rd and Honeymah Lane) and MDB Dirran Beautification scheme funding – investigations complete and 
letters of response drafted 

•  

Staffing 

• Tayla Lawson commenced as Administration Officer 

• Governance Officer replacement currently underway 

• Senior Finance Officer finished 16 October – recruitment currently underway 

• 2 Administration Officers appointed internally (from temporary arrangements) 

• Accountant position recruitment underway 

• Administration officer – accounts payable appointed 

Finance 

• Rates discount period will end 31 October 

• Impairment Position Paper on February Flood event completed  

• Audit & Risk Committee held 9 October – minutes completed 

• Financial statements certified 

• Audit closing report received with no significant deficiencies, internal controls received all green lights, 
end of year process received an amber light, timeliness achieved a green light and misstatement resulted 
in a red light due to the new accounting standards and proposed treatment of revenue recognition of 
grant funding 

Procurement 

• Dirranbandi Beautification scheme evaluations found insufficient RFQs and quotes/tender back out closing 
22 October 

• Consultancy services pre-qualified suppliers report to council 29 October 

• Finalising MDB WDEF project suppliers and orders 

• Crime & Corruption Commission audit on procurement finalised by 30 September and pending response 
 
The following graph indicates a steady number of requests for quote in the month of September/October and 
still approximate average for the last three months being 20.  (Graph as at 20/10/2020).  
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Service requests 

A total of 235 documents were created in Magiq for service requests for September with 178 completed on time 
giving a 76% average completion rate. This has decreased from the previous month.  There was a significant 
number relating to rates enquiries (52), 36 relating to Animals, 17 relating to gravel and sealed roads and 11 
internal requests relating to Information Technology.  A total of 6 compliments registered for September. 
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Information Technology 

Outages 
No outages were experienced in the month of September 
 
Active Directory Investigation 
Fourier Technologies produced their report and have been engaged to repair the active directory. 
 
WAN 
Weekly updates with Field Solutions Group continue to ensure that the foundation work to support Council’s 
network and expanding projects (library hub and CUC) continue 
Project has started with FSG building BSC WAN and Virtual Firewall service.  
Investigations conducted on connecting outer depots and locations pending Digital Connectivity Project. 

Other key projects/meetings 

Disaster Management 

• LDMG meetings attended (1) 2 September 

Risk module 

Strategic risk assessment scheduled as councillor workshop following recommendation from Audit & Risk 
Committee 

Q1 report for risks currently underway 
 
Operational Plan – Q1 report currently underway 
 
Budget 2021/22 – action plan currently being developed 
 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
   

 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Department of Infrastructure Service's Monthly Report  

DATE: 20.10.20  

AGENDA REF: IIFS1 

AUTHOR: Jenny Hatch - Casual Administration Officer  
  

 

 Executive Summary 

From the Department of Infrastructure Services - reporting for the month of September 2020. 
 

0701-Main Roads Works 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached RMPC Supervisor’s report.  
0702-Private Works   

• Nil 
0400-Council Roads / Streets / Bridge Work 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Works Supervisor’s report. 
0440-Aerodromes 

• Routine maintenance and inspections are ongoing. 
0450-Plant and Equipment 

• Details are included in the attached Workshop Supervisor’s report. 
0510-Housing 

• Routine maintenance is ongoing. 
0520-Recreation and Sport  

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 
0521-Swimming Pools  

• Nil 
0530-Parks and Gardens 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

• Routine maintenance is ongoing. 
0535-Halls/Civic/Cultural Centres 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

• Routine maintenance is ongoing. 
0555-Showgrounds 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

• Routine maintenance is ongoing. 
0615-Cemeteries 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

• Routine maintenance and mowing is ongoing. 
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0620-Street Cleaning 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

• Routine maintenance is ongoing. 
625-Public Conveniences 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 
4000-Urban Wastewater 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 
5000-Urban Water 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

• Monthly consumption figures are given in the attached reports. 
Capital/Special Maintenance Works Progress 

• Nil 
Meetings / Training 

• Weekly IS Meetings 
Current Tenders 

• Nil 
 

Attachments 

1. Balonne Shire Council Water Usage 2020-2021 - Period Ending 30 September 2020.pdf ⇩  
2. Plant Maintenance Report - Period Ending 30 September 2020.pdf ⇩  
3. Road Construction Report - Period Ending 30 September 2020.pdf ⇩  

4. Road Maintenance Report - Period Ending 30 September 2020.pdf ⇩  
5. Town Maintenance Report - Period Ending 30 September 2020.pdf ⇩  
   

 

 
Andrew Boardman 
Director Infrastructure Services  

 

CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_files/CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_Attachment_3977_1.PDF
CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_files/CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_Attachment_3977_2.PDF
CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_files/CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_Attachment_3977_3.PDF
CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_files/CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_Attachment_3977_4.PDF
CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_files/CO_29102020_AGN_427_AT_Attachment_3977_5.PDF
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report Environment and Regulatory Services 

DATE: 20.10.20  

AGENDA REF: IERS1 

AUTHOR: Michelle Walters - Administration Officer  

  

 

Sub-Heading 

The Environment and Regulatory Services Report for the month of September 2020 is presented for Council’s 
information. 
 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT APPROVALS 
 
Value of Building Works  
 

$910 615   Value of building applications approved by Council certification for September 

$623 249   Value of building applications approved by private certification for 20/21 

$1 533 865   Total value of building certifications for 20/21 
 

BA 
No 

Applicant Owner Address Lot & Plan Builder Class Description  Value of 
Works  

Approval 
Date 

5222 
Thomas 
McKay 

Thomas 
McKay 

168 Victoria St,      
ST GEORGE 

33RP86222
0 

Owner 
Builder 10a 

New 
Carport 

     
1,500.00  15.09.2020 

5227 

Private Cert - 
South West 
Building 
Certification  

Doug 
Hemming 

Castlereagh Hwy  
DIRRANBANDI 12BLM1070 

WS & JM 
Chappel 8 

New Farm 
Shed 

   
25,000.00  24.06.2020 

5228 

Private Cert - 
South West 
Building 
Certification  

David 
Purcell 

50 Thuraggi Rd    
ST GEORGE 

73SP14139
1 Ron Irwin 8 Awning 

      
16,000.00  23.07.2020 

5229 Jade Gaston 
Jade 
Gaston 

13120 Carnarvon 
Hwy ST GEORGE 5RP170430 

Owner 
Builder 1a 

new 
Dwelling 

   
370,000.00  15.09.2020 

5230 Brodie Irwin 
Candice 
Cross 

12839 Carnarvon 
Hwy  ST GEORGE 18BLM1022 

Brodie 
Irwin 1a 

Extension to 
dwelling 

    
514,115.00  10.09.2020 

5231 
George 
Jones 

George 
Jones 

60 Barlee St             
ST GEORGE 

33RP22459
6 

Jack 
Jones 10a New Shed 

      
25,000.00  15.09.2020 

5232 Brodie Irwin 
Candice 
Cross 

12839 Carnarvon 
Hwy  ST GEORGE 18BLM1022 

Brodie 
Irwin 10b 

New 
Swimming 
Pool   15.09.2020 
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Development Applications 

 

Number Development Address Application Stage 

MCU 176 “Caravan Park” 77 Whytes Rd, St George On Hold 

MCU 185 “Intensive Animal Industry” 
(45,000SSU Sheep Feedlot) 

‘Ballandool Station’, Ballandool 
Road Hebel  

Information Request 
Part 

MCU 186 “Community Use” 106-110 Alfred Street, St George Referral Part 

MCU 187 “Telecommunications 
Facility” 

1-57 Jane Street, Dirranbandi Decision Part 

RL 106 Boundary realignment (two 
lots into two lots) 

112-114 & 116 Alfred Street, St 
George 

Decision Part   

RL 107 Subdivision (two into three 
lots) 

‘Tarilla’ Carnarvon Highway, St 
George 

Application Part 

 

• Economic Development and Planning Portfolio meetings held. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

 
Natural Environment: 

• General health inspections were carried out.   

• There were no notifiable diseases reported during September 2020 

• There were three food recalls actioned in September 2020. 
 
 
Local Laws: 

• Signage has been installed for COVID-19 registration at all free camping grounds within the Shire.  
Signage still needs to be erected at the Waroo Bridge camping grounds. 

 



 

 

IERS1 
 

Page 437 of 441 29 October 2020 

 

Public Health: 

• Council has helped promote community awareness on safe practices during COVID-19 when running events, 
weddings, workshops and other community gatherings 

• A number of local events have been held successfully during September with COVID-19-safe plans. 

• Council continues to support all organisations in the planning of events with their COVID-19-safe plans. 
 

Wastewater Services: 

• Wastewater analysis continues each month.   
 

Urban Water Supplies: 

• Weekly microbiological samples of St George’s bore water supply were taken and tested. 

• Samples were taken and tested from all other towns during the period. 
 

Waste Management: 

• All waste practices continue at a high standard at the St George Landfill. 

• The illegal dumping of tyres project funded by the Department of Environment is currently underway. 

• Identified sites are being cleared of the illegally dumped tyres. 

• Hotspots are currently being investigated and cleared 

• Council continues to send warning letters to community on illegal dumping   

• Council is currently working with local industry to manage their end-of-life tyres 

• A grant application was submitted for the use of crumb rubber on the Whyenbah Bridge. 

• Industry will be bringing in their waste tyres to the St George landfill during October. 
 
St George landfill    

• The landfill site is presently operating in a reasonable condition.  

• The new carboard burning area is operating well 

• TMR have advised that concrete from the Thallon bridge will be disposed at the St George landfill, 
Nindigully waste facility in early October 

• Construction work on a new drop-down area at the St George landfill is currently underway. 
 
Dirranbandi landfill 

• The landfill site is presently operating in a reasonable condition. 
 
Thallon landfill 

• The landfill site is currently operating in a good condition.    
 
Bollon landfill 

• The landfill site at Bollon is currently operating in a good condition.   
 
Hebel landfill 

• The landfill site at Hebel is currently operating in a good condition.   
 
Nindigully landfill 

• The new bin transfer station is working well with the community of Nindigully 
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RURAL LANDS AND COMPLIANCE 

Biosecurity and Environment 

• Prepared and submitted a $2m cultural burning application for the Pest Animals and Weeds 
Management Pipeline Program – Advancing Pest Animal and Weed Control Solutions Competitive 
Grant Round 

• Drone Training. 

• Noxious Plant Spraying (Cacti) Thallon Daymar Road. 

• CCWI Maranoa-Moonie grant weed spraying progressing. 

• Prep work for the Baiting campaign. Wild Dog Baiting Campaign signs placed around the Shire. 

• 40 kg meat baits (Camp Six, Kinsale, Bindle,) 

• Feral Scan App Zoom Meeting and Officer training 

• Landholder phone calls for Baiting campaign.  

• Slip on spray units to be made available to farmers as part of CCWI weed grant (picture).  
 

 

• Munya Lake site visit in conjunction with SWIC representatives and QMDCL. 

• 5m boundary vegetation clearance brochure finalised and is on the website, applications are starting to 
be received.  

• Cultural Burn in Thallon commenced and was a great success with QMDC, QFS, TMR, BSC Mayor, 
BSC CEO and BSC Rural Services Officer Lachlan Grundon and BSC Senior Rural Services & WDEF 
Officer Kevin Fontaine. ‘Cultural burning’ relates to practices developed by Aboriginal people to 
enhance the health of the land and its people. It can include burning or prevention of burning of 
Country for the health of plants and animals such as native grasses, emu, black grevillea, potoroo, 
bushfoods, threatened species or biodiversity in general. It may involve patch burning to create 
different fire intervals across the landscape or it could be used for fuel and hazard reduction. Fire may 
be used to gain better access to Country, to clean up important pathways, maintain cultural 
responsibilities and as part of culture heritage management.  
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Wild Dog Exclusion Fencing (WDEF) 

Wild Dog Exclusion Fencing deliveries are ongoing when supplies are ready, and inspections are happening 
when required:  

• “Shadelands” Delivery 100% Complete. 

• Special Rate Scheme Round 2 are progressing well. Awaiting Adjoining Landholder Agreements 

• Murray Darling Landholders are receiving their materials. One landholder yet to sign up  

• Progress inspections ongoing.  

• “Denholm” Delivery 100% complete. 

• “Bidjonbah” Initial delivery. 

• “South Katoota” Delivery parts 1 & 2. 

• “Chesterfield” CCWI practical completion. 

• “Eurobodella” Initial delivery. 

• “Miegunyah” Initial delivery. 
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• “Bonathorne” Initial delivery. 

• Kooroon Final Material Delivery 100% Complete. 

• Mooramanna 50% Inspection. 

• Rosehill, Tow Towri , Lone Pine , 25% Inspection and Revised wing inspection. 

• Kelso Material Delivery. 

• Euraba Material Delivery. 

• Bidjonbah Steel Delivery. 

Stock Routes  

• Stock Route Patrols and Compliance. 

• Dareel Stock Route Compliance Investigation. 

• Water Facility Inspections and Weed Spraying. 

• Capital Works projects listed on Vendor Panel. 

• Water Facility Inspections “Wodonga” & “Mundalee” with maintenance works to commence on tank 
surrounds. 

• Bindle Reserve drive through inspection. 

• Hoolavale Stock Route Compliance Investigation.  

• Investigations are continuing as per the priority levels  
 
Compliance/Local Laws 
The Local Laws Officer has undertaken the following for the month of September:  

• 26 Keeping of more than 2 dogs permit approved 

• 7 Stock dog premise inspections completed 

• 2 dogs impounded 

• 2 cats rehomed  

• 1 dog reunited with owner upon registration 

• 2 welfare cases being investigated by officers 

• 1 welfare referral sent to DAF 

• 3 known cases of undertaking prescribed activity without approval in Dirranbandi 

• Pound appearance: new garden strip (photo) maintained by volunteers. High School senior group 

considering mural painting.  

• Patrols of neighbouring towns and follow up on non-registered dogs.  

• Collaborating with Comms to organise a flyer for ‘Volunteer interest’ for pound keeping. 
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Financial and Resource Implications 
Capital construction on stock routes (funded by DNRME) is complete, with operations progressing within 
approved budgets. 
 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
   
 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Environment & Regulatory Services  
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