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ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS 
1. Opening 

2. Council Prayer 

3. Attendance 
 Expected attendance of this meeting is as follows:    

Councillors  Staff/Consultants  

Cr SC O’Toole 
(Mayor) 

-Full Meeting Mr Matthew Magin (Chief Executive 
Officer) 

-Whole Meeting 

Cr R Avery -Full Meeting Mrs Michelle Clarke (Director Finance & 
Corporate Services) 

-Whole Meeting 

Cr RG Fuhrmeister -Full Meeting Mr Andrew Boardman (Director 
Infrastructure Services) 

-As required for 
IFS 

Cr R Lomman -Full Meeting Dr Digby Whyte (Director Environment & 
Regulatory Services) 

-As required for 
ERS 

Cr SS Scriven -Full Meeting   

Cr ID Todd -Full Meeting   

Cr W Winks -Full Meeting   
 

 

 
 

 

4. Leave of Absence  

5. (COM) Confirmation of Minutes of the General Meeting held on 18 March, 2021.Confirmation of Minutes 

6. Declaration of Conflicts of Interest 

7. Deputations  

Nil 

8. Meeting Business by Corporate Function  

Office of the CEO 

Finance & Corporate Services  

Infrastructure Services  

Environment & Regulatory Services  

9. Confidential Items 

Office of the CEO  

Finance & Corporate Services  

Infrastructure Services  

Environment & Regulatory Services  

10. Councillor Reports 

11. General Business 

12. Information Reports 

Office of the CEO 

Finance & Corporate Services  

Infrastructure Services  

Environment & Regulatory Services  
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MEETING BUSINESS BY CORPORATE FUNCTION  
 

(OCEO) OFFICE OF THE CEO 
ITEM TITLE SUB HEADING PAGE 

OCEO1 RADF 20-21 
APPLICATIONS - ROUND 1 
- WORKSHOPS 

RADF 20-21 – Round 1 Workshop Applications. 4 

OCEO2 RADF 20-21 - 
PLACEMAKING 
APPLICATION - ROUND 1 - 
PLASMA CUT LANDSCAPE 
PANELS 

RADF 20-21 – Placemaking Application – Round 1 – Plasma Cut 
Landscape Panels. 

57 

OCEO3 RADF 20-21 - 
PLACEMAKING 
APPLICATION - ROUND 1 - 
THALLON COMMUNITY 
ART HUB SIGNAGE 

RADF 20-21 – Placemaking Application – Round 1 – Thallon 
Community Art Hub Signage. 

77 

OCEO4 RADF 20-21 APPLICATION 
- ROUND 1 - HOWARD 
EDMUNDS (OPERA 
EAGLES NEST) 

RADF 20-21 – Round 1 – Howard Edmunds (Opera Eagles Nest) 
– A Night in Tuscany. 

90 

OCEO5 RADF 20-21 APPLICATION 
- ROUND 1 - OPERA 
QUEENSLAND 

RADF 20-21 – Round 1 – Opera Queensland Performance – Are 
You Lonesome Tonight. 

134 

OCEO6 COMMUNITY GRANTS AND 
ASSISTANCE 
APPLICATION - CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE - 
MOTHER'S MARKET DAY & 
LUNCHEON 

St George Chamber of Commerce has requested financial 
sponsorship from the Community Grants and Assistance 
program. 

158 

OCEO7 TOURISM EVENTS 
APPLICATION - PAUL 
KELLY AND FRIENDS 
CONCERT 

 171 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: RADF 20-21 Applications - Round 1 - WORKSHOPS 

DATE: 01.04.21  

AGENDA REF: OCEO1 

AUTHOR: Mariella Perez - Community Development Officer  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

RADF 20-21 – Round 1 Workshop Applications. 
 

Executive Summary 

The 2020-21 RADF Grant Program Round 1 closed on the 19th March 2021. Council has received three (3) 
workshop applications. 

Background 

The Regional Arts Development Fund (RADF) is a state and local government partnership that supports local artist 
and arts and cultural activities in Queensland Communities. Arts Queensland requires that the assessment process 
for RADF investment involve a diversity of community members including a diversity of demographics.  
 
The 2020-21 RADF Grant Program Round 1 closed on the 19th March 2021. Council has received seven (8) 
completed applications during Round 1, from which four (4) are workshops, one (1) has been approved in the 
March Council meeting and three (3) are presented in this report. 
 

1) St George QCWA – Mosaic Workshop for Beginners 
The St George QCWA has approached an experienced local artist to deliver a “Mosaic workshop for beginners”. The 
workshop will cover preparation and completion of a project with grouting, suitable for the project to be put outdoors. 
This two-day workshop will require a participant contribution, however, it will be open for all members of the 
community. The RADF sponsorship request will partially cover the tutor fee and the materials needed for this 
workshop. 
 
The St George QCWA are planning to host a series of local show exhibitions around the St George Region, where 
the mosaics created in this workshop will be displayed, which will provide experience and confidence for the 
participants to keep developing their artistic skills. This workshop will also provide an opportunity for community 
members to participate in a community activity where their mental health, connections, social wellbeing may improve. 
 
The total budget for the “Mosaic Workshop for Beginners” workshop is $2,000 with the requested RADF investment of 
$1,400.  

 
2) Surat Aboriginal Corporation – St George Aboriginal Arts & Crafts Workshop 

In 2021, the Surat Aboriginal Corporation will be hosting numerous workshops in St George, Dirranbandi & Bollon for 
the Aboriginal communities within the St George Region, to help Aboriginal artists in the region and potential market 
holders to prepare, develop and create cultural and significant Aboriginal artwork, artefacts, or products to have a 
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creative space and platform to develop their portfolios and have indigenous market and art exhibitions, in the near 
future. 
 
The aim of these workshops is to keep assisting with the works that the Mani Tribe Gallery have been and will 
continue developing for the St George Region. The outcomes of this workshop would provide a platform for the St 
George Region aboriginal communities to further develop and showcase the art by preparing exhibitions during two 
key events in 2021. NAIDOC Week (July) in St George and the scheduled Bamba Gii Festival in Roma on the 25h 
September 2021, where the artists will be able to present, introduce and even sell their artwork. 
 
The RADF Committee believes the applicant must ensure that at least 80% of the participants in this workshop are 
Balonne Shire residents, to ensure that the Balonne Shire Council RADF funds are being invested in the community 
of the St George Region. 
 
The total budget for the “St George Aboriginal Arts & Crafts” workshop is $7,659 with the requested RADF investment 
of $3,000.  

 
3) Queensland Ballet – Queensland Ballet Community and Education Regional Tour 

The Queensland Ballet has approached Balonne Shire Council with the opportunity participate in the “Queensland 
Ballet Community and Education Regional Tour”, a series of workshops in the St George Region that will provide an 
opportunity for local talent development and upskill, visible pathways for youth, and adult & seniors engagement. 
Queensland ballet is committed to providing accessible arts experiences to regional communities, and the focus of 
these workshops is to positively impact the physical, social, emotional and community welbeing that arts can provide. 
 
During the 2021 Community Consultation, it was identified that all the towns in the St George Region were interested 
in bringing back ballet/dance lessons to the St George Region, as this was a regular activity for most of the towns 
back in 2019. Drought and COVID-19 have had a negative impact on the delivery of these workshops, with facilitators 
moving out of the Region and ongoing COVID-19 restrictions.  
 
The RADF Committee recommendation for this application is to support and deliver these workshops successfully, 
community groups must be engaged to deliver the activities in each of the towns where the ballet workshops are 
proposed. 
 
The total budget for the “Queensland Ballet Community and Education Regional Tour” workshop is $2,375 with the 
requested RADF investment of $1,650.  

 
All workshop applications submitted during the 20-21 RADF Round 1 will provide an opportunity for many different 
backgrounds and community groups to participate in arts workshops again, after the easing of restrictions due to 
COVID-19, and who historically have not participated in RADF projects.  
 
All three (3) projects align with 3/4 local RADF priorities: 
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The compliance assessment of these applications has been completed by RADF Liaison Officer & Community 
Development Officer – Mariella Perez. All applications have been signed by appropriate parties and all applicants have 
outlined how they will address any workplace health and safety issues, including a COVID-19 industry safe plan. All 
applications included in this report have been determined to comply with the RADF 20-21 Guidelines. 
 
All applications in this report have been assessed by four (4) RADF Committee members in accordance with the 
Balonne Shire RADF program guidelines. This application is supported with conditions by the RADF Committee and has 
been determined to comply with the appropriate assessment criteria. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Vibrant creative arts, music, local history and culture 

Consultation (internal/external) 

• Community Development & Cultural Services Manager – Elizabeth Jones 
• Community Development Officer – Mariella Perez  
• RADF Committee Chair – Cr R. Fuhrmeister 
• RADF Committee Members (3) 
• St George QCWA – Christine Price 
• Surat Aboriginal Corporation Cultural Manager – Jess Walsh 
• Queensland Ballet Education Manager – Martha Godber 

Legal Implications 

Not applicable. 

Risk Implications 

Reputation - Inadequate engagement and assessment of the impact of external and internal stakeholders on 
our community, viability and productive capacity. 

Policy Implications 

Balonne Shire Arts and Cultural Policy 2015-2018 

Financial and Resource Implications 
Each year, Council participates in an Arts and Cultural Development program. The program is funded by Arts 
Queensland, through a program called Regional Arts Development Fund, along with Council’s contribution, this program 
is able to support these projects for the community.  
 
In previous years (excluding 2020), through the RADF Community Program, Council has approved over thirteen 
applications, with over $25,000 spent.  There are sufficient funds in the allocated RADF 20-21 Community Program 
Budget for Council to approve the full amounts requested, the remaining funds for RADF 20-21 will be as follows:  
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The remaining RADF 2020-2021 Community Program funds will be rolled over into the RADF 2021-2022 Round 2 
Community Program, including the Placemaking allocated budget. 

Options or Alternatives 

1. That Council resolves to partially approve the St George QCWA sponsorship request through the Regional 
Arts Development Fund 2020-2021 – Round 1 – Community Program for the ‘Mosaics Workshop for 
Beginners’ subject to COVID-19 restrictions at the time of the event. 
 

2. That Council resolves to partially approve the Surat Aboriginal Corporation sponsorship request through the 
Regional Arts Development Fund 2020-2021 – Round 1 – Community Program for the ‘St George Aboriginal 
Arts & Crafts’ workshop, subject to applicant ensuring that at least 80% of workshop participants are Balonne 
Shire residents and that activity complies with COVID-19 restrictions at the time of the event. 
 

3. That Council resolves to deny the Queensland Ballet request of $1,650.00 through the Regional Arts 
Development Fund 2020-2021 – Round 1 – Community Program for the ‘Queensland Ballet Community and 
Education Regional Tour’ workshop. 

 
 

Attachments 

1. 2020-03-29 - St George QCWA - Round 1 RADF 20-21 Application.pdf ⇩  
2. 2020-03-29 - Surat Aboriginal Corporation - Round 1 RADF 20-21 Application.pdf ⇩  

3. 2020-03-29 - Queensland Ballet - Round 1 RADF 20-21 Application.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

1. That Council resolves to approve the St George QCWA request of $1,400.00 through the Regional 
Arts Development Fund 2020-2021 – Round 1 – Community Program for the ‘Mosaics Workshop for 
Beginners’ subject to COVID-19 restrictions at the time of the event. 
 

2. That Council resolves to approve the Surat Aboriginal Corporation request of $3,000.00 through the 
Regional Arts Development Fund 2020-2021 – Round 1 – Community Program for the ‘St George 
Aboriginal Arts & Crafts’ workshop, subject to applicant ensuring that at least 80% of workshop 

CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_files/CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_Attachment_4192_1.PDF
CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_files/CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_Attachment_4192_2.PDF
CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_files/CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_Attachment_4192_3.PDF
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participants are Balonne Shire residents and that activity complies with COVID-19 restrictions at the 
time of the event. 
 

3. That Council resolves to approve the Queensland Ballet request of $1,650.00 through the Regional 
Arts Development Fund 2020-2021 – Round 1 – Community Program for the ‘Queensland Ballet 
Community and Education Regional Tour’ workshop, subject to applicant engaging with a local 
Community Group to drive and coordinate activities in the town(s) where workshops are proposed, 
and that all activities comply with COVID-19 restrictions at the time of the event. 

 

 
Elizabeth Jones 
Community Development & Cultural Services Manager  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: 
RADF 20-21 - Placemaking Application - Round 1 - Plasma Cut Landscape 
Panels 

DATE: 30.03.21  

AGENDA REF: OCEO2 

AUTHOR: Mariella Perez - Community Development Officer  

  

 

Sub-Heading 

RADF 20-21 – Placemaking Application – Round 1 – Plasma Cut Landscape Panels. 
 

Executive Summary 

The 2020-21 RADF Grant Program Round 1 closed on the 19th March 2021. Council has received a placemaking 
application for the “Plasma Cut Landscape” project. 

Background 

The Regional Arts Development Fund (RADF) is a state and local government partnership that supports local artist, 
and arts and cultural activities in Queensland Communities. Arts Queensland requires that the assessment process 
for RADF investment involve a diversity of community members including a diversity of demographics.  
 
The 2020-21 RADF Grant Program Round 1 closed on the 19th March 2021. Council has received eight (8) 
completed applications during Round 1, from which two (2) are Placemaking projects; one (1) from Pam Crothers, 
in collaboration with the Dirranbandi Progress Association for a “Plasma Cut Landscape Panels” is presented in this 
report. 
 
This project seeks to recognise and showcase the local aboriginal heritage by engaging the local aboriginal 
community in the design, information gathering and construction of a landscaped walkway within the Dirranbandi Rail 
& River Precinct. 
 
The steel panels are proposed to be embedded between a shunting line and the existing pathway. They will feature 
laser cut images of river related animals and birds. There will be an accompanying information panel naming them 
in “language” and explaining their significance to the aboriginal community, this information and design will be 
supplied by the aboriginal community of Dirranbandi. 
 
The aim of this project is to showcase the existing local aboriginal heritage, as well as to encourage the 
implementation of other cultural projects reflecting the town heritage within the precinct and around town. The 
planning of this project has already provided an opportunity and a sense of ownership to the Aboriginal community 
in Dirranbandi, to come together as a group, which will then inspire and encourage more locals to have a bigger and 
better connection with the local heritage and the diverse groups.  
 
Pam Crothers (Applicant) seeks to include the artwork under the same understanding that all other projects are within 
the Rail & River Precinct, regarding Public Liability, which is covered by Balonne Shire Council. 
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The total budget for the “Plasma Cut Landscape Panels” project is $4,318.10 with the requested RADF investment of 
$2,318.10.  

 
This project aligns with 3/4 local RADF priorities: 

 

The compliance assessment of the application has been completed by RADF Liaison Officer & Community Development 
Officer – Mariella Perez. The application has been signed by appropriate parties and the applicant has outlined how they 
will address any workplace health and safety issues, including a COVID-19 industry safe plan. 
 
This application has been assessed by three (3) RADF Committee members in accordance with the Balonne Shire 
RADF program guidelines. This application is supported by the RADF Committee and has been determined to comply 
with the appropriate assessment criteria. However, a copy of liability insurance to carry out the work is believed to be 
required. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Vibrant creative arts, music, local history and culture 

Consultation (internal/external) 

• Community Development & Cultural Services Manager – Elizabeth Jones 
• Community Development Officer – Mariella Perez  
• RADF Committee Chair – Cr R. Fuhrmeister 
• RADF Committee Members (3) 
• Pam Crothers 

Legal Implications 

Not applicable. 

Risk Implications 

Reputation - Inadequate engagement and assessment of the impact of external and internal stakeholders on 
our community, viability and productive capacity. 

Policy Implications 

Balonne Shire Arts and Cultural Policy 2015-2018 
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Financial and Resource Implications 
Each year, Council participates in an Arts and Cultural Development program. The program is funded by Arts 
Queensland, through a program called Regional Arts Development Fund, along with Council’s contribution, this program 
is able to support these projects for the community.  
 
In previous years (excluding 2020), through the RADF Community Program, Council has approved over thirteen 
applications, with over $25,000 spent.  There are sufficient funds in the allocated RADF 20-21 Placemaking Allocated 
Budget for Council to approve the full amounts requested, the remaining funds for RADF 20-21 will be as follows:  

 

The remaining RADF 2020-2021 Community Program funds will be rolled over into the RADF 2021-2022 Round 2 
Community Program, including the Placemaking allocated budget. 

Options or Alternatives 

1. That Council resolves to partially approve the Placemaking sponsorship request to Pam Crothers in 
association with the Dirranbandi Progress Association, through the Regional Arts Development Fund 2020-
2021 – Placemaking budget for the ‘Plasma Cut Landscapes project, subject to providing the appropriate 
liability insurance to carry out the work. 

2. That Council resolves to deny the approval of the Placemaking sponsorship request to Pam Crothers in 
association with the Dirranbandi Progress Association, through the Regional Arts Development Fund 2020-
2021 – Placemaking budget for the ‘Plasma Cut Landscapes project. 

 

Attachments 

1. 2020-03-29 - Pam Crothers - Round 1 RADF 20-21 Application.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

1. That Council resolves to approve the Placemaking sponsorship request of $2,318.10 to Pam Crothers 
in association with the Dirranbandi Progress Association, through the Regional Arts Development 
Fund 2020-2021 – Placemaking budget for the ‘Plasma Cut Landscapes’ project, subject to providing 
evidence of appropriate liability insurance to carry out the work. 

 

 
Elizabeth Jones 
Community Development & Cultural Services Manager  

 

CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_files/CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_Attachment_4195_1.PDF
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: 
RADF 20-21 - Placemaking Application - Round 1 - Thallon Community Art Hub 
Signage 

DATE: 30.03.21  

AGENDA REF: OCEO3 

AUTHOR: Mariella Perez - Community Development Officer  

  

 

Sub-Heading 

RADF 20-21 – Placemaking Application – Round 1 – Thallon Community Art Hub Signage. 
 

Executive Summary 

The 2020-21 RADF Grant Program Round 1 closed on the 19th March 2021. Council has received a placemaking 
application for the “Thallon Community Art Hub Signage” project. 

Background 

The Regional Arts Development Fund (RADF) is a state and local government partnership that supports local artist, 
and arts and cultural activities in Queensland Communities. Arts Queensland requires that the assessment process 
for RADF investment involve a diversity of community members including a diversity of demographics.  
 
The 2020-21 RADF Grant Program Round 1 closed on the 19th March 2021. Council has received eight (8) 
completed applications during Round 1, from which two (2) are Placemaking projects; one (1) from the Thallon 
Community Art Hub, presented in this report to sponsor a sign to be installed outside of the Community Art Hub in 
Thallon. 
 
The addition of this signage to the Art Hub will promote the location of the Hub & upcoming events of the planned 
upgrades of the Community Hub in Thallon. The development of this Hub aligns with Balonne Shire Council’s 
community participation goal, by developing onto the existing, unused structure, making this a safe, productive and 
community friendly location for group activities. 
 
The Community Art Hub group strongly believes that the addition of this signage will create anticipation and 
excitement for this project within the community. This project will also benefit the Thallon community by providing a 
space to develop local arts and an opportunity for community groups who historically have not participated in RADF 
funded activities. 
 
The requested funds for this project will be utilised to create the sign that will be installed at the front of the building, 
which is the first phase of this project and it will represent the work that this community arts hub is all about. This sign 
will not only represent the location of the Hub, but will also have a Notice-Board-like space where community 
members, especially those without internet and social media access, will be able to see the events happening in 
town. 
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The total budget for the “Thallon Community Art Hub” is $52,452 with the requested RADF investment for the front 
signage of $2,500.  

 
This project aligns with 3/4 local RADF priorities: 

 

The compliance assessment of the application has been completed by RADF Liaison Officer & Community Development 
Officer – Mariella Perez. The application has been signed by appropriate parties and the applicant has outlined how they 
will address any workplace health and safety issues, including a COVID-19 industry safe plan. 
 
This application has been assessed by three (3) RADF Committee members in accordance with the Balonne Shire 
RADF program guidelines. This application is supported by the RADF Committee and has been determined to comply 
with the appropriate assessment criteria. However, a copy of liability insurance to carry out the work is believed to be 
required. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Vibrant creative arts, music, local history and culture 

Consultation (internal/external) 

• Community Development & Cultural Services Manager – Elizabeth Jones 
• Community Development Officer – Mariella Perez  
• RADF Committee Chair – Cr R. Fuhrmeister 
• RADF Committee Members (4) 
• Thallon Community Art Hub – Janna Spierenburg 

Legal Implications 

Not applicable. 

Risk Implications 

Reputation - Inadequate engagement and assessment of the impact of external and internal stakeholders on 
our community, viability and productive capacity. 

Policy Implications 

Balonne Shire Arts and Cultural Policy 2015-2018 
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Financial and Resource Implications 
Each year, Council participates in an Arts and Cultural Development program. The program is funded by Arts 
Queensland, through a program called Regional Arts Development Fund, along with Council’s contribution, this program 
is able to support these projects for the community.  
 
In previous years (excluding 2020), through the RADF Community Program, Council has approved over thirteen 
applications, with over $25,000 spent.  There are sufficient funds in the allocated RADF 20-21 Placemaking Allocated 
Budget for Council to approve the full amounts requested, the remaining funds for RADF 20-21 will be as follows:  

 

The remaining RADF 2020-2021 Community Program funds will be rolled over into the RADF 2021-2022 Round 2 
Community Program, including the Placemaking allocated budget. 

Options or Alternatives 

1. That Council resolves to partially approve the Placemaking sponsorship request for the Thallon Community 
Art Hub Signage, through the Regional Arts Development Fund 2020-2021 – Placemaking budget, subject 
to providing the appropriate liability insurance to carry out the work. 

2. That Council resolves to deny the approval of the Placemaking sponsorship request for the Thallon 
Community Art Hub Signage, through the Regional Arts Development Fund 2020-2021 – Placemaking 
budget. 

 

Attachments 

1. 2020-03-29 - Thallon Community Art Hub - Round 1 RADF 20-21 Application.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

1. That Council resolves to approve the Placemaking sponsorship request of $2,500.00, for the Thallon 
Community Art Hub Signage, through the Regional Arts Development Fund 2020-2021 – 
Placemaking budget, subject to providing the appropriate liability insurance to carry out the work. 

 

 
Elizabeth Jones 
Community Development & Cultural Services Manager  

 

CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_files/CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_Attachment_4197_1.PDF
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: RADF 20-21 Application - Round 1 - Howard Edmunds (Opera Eagles Nest) 

DATE: 30.03.21  

AGENDA REF: OCEO4 

AUTHOR: Mariella Perez - Community Development Officer  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

RADF 20-21 – Round 1 – Howard Edmunds (Opera Eagles Nest) – A Night in Tuscany. 
 

Executive Summary 

The 2020-21 RADF Grant Program Round 1 closed on the 19th March 2021. Council has received an application for 
an Opera performance from Howard Edmunds Opera to be presented at Riversands Wines. 

Background 
The Regional Arts Development Fund (RADF) is a state and local government partnership that supports local artist, and 
arts and cultural activities in Queensland Communities. Arts Queensland requires that the assessment process for RADF 
investment involve a diversity of community members including a diversity of demographics.  
 
The 2020-21 RADF Grant Program Round 1 closed on the 19th March 2021. Council has received eight (8) completed 
applications during Round 1, including two (2) Opera performances, one (1) from Howard Edmunds Opera for a “A Night 
in Tuscany” is presented in this report. 
 
In November 2020, Balonne Shire Council, in partnership with Riversands Wines and Opera Eagles Nest, hosted an Opera 
performance. This event was very well received by the community, and it was identified that the St George Region was 
interested in similar performances, as people from different towns in the region came out to St George for this event. 
However, it was a private event, and not all community members had access to this performance. 
 
Howard Edmunds (Opera Eagles Nest) in partnership with Riversands Wines, plan to host a performance of classical and 
contemporary opera at Riversands Wines in St George. This event is called “A Night in Tuscany”, and it is a continuation 
of the well-received production that was introduced to St George in 2020, shortly after the ease of COVID-19 restrictions. 
Celebrating Opera and Multicultural backgrounds, created and directed by Eagle Nest Opera. 
 
Howard Edmunds (Eagles Nest Opera) also plans to host a free community performance/event for the residents at the 
Warrawee Aged Care Centre in St George, residents who historically have not had access to such events.  
 
This project plans to deliver a show of music-theatre and light-opera, generously laced with humour and delivered by 
professional artists. It provides access to engagement in arts and culture to the region, including a positive impact to 
tourism, this performance has previously attracted people from other towns such as Goondiwindi and Moree.  
 
The total budget for “A Night in Tuscany” Regional Tour is $103,790 with the requested RADF investment of $3,500.  
This project aligns with 2 of the 4 local RADF priorities: 
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The compliance assessment of the application has been completed by Mariella Perez - Community Development Officer. 
The application has been signed by appropriate parties and all applicants have outlined how they will address any 
workplace health and safety issues, including a COVID-19 industry safe plan. This application has been determined to 
comply with RADF 20-21 Guidelines.  
 
This application has been assessed by four (4) RADF Committee members in accordance with the Balonne Shire RADF 
program guidelines.  
 
The RADF Committee does not support this application. The committee believes that this application does not meet 
sufficient criteria to be funded through RADF, due to insufficient community engagement to drive the project. The RADF 
Committee believes that this project is deemed to only benefit one business financially, rather than the broader 
community, with no evidence of direct community benefit and access, due to this project being a ticketed event at a 
business location. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Vibrant creative arts, music, local history and culture 

Consultation (internal/external) 

• Community Development & Cultural Services Manager – Elizabeth Jones 
• Community Development Officer – Mariella Perez  
• RADF Committee Chair – Cr R. Fuhrmeister 
• RADF Committee Members (3) 
• Eagles Nest Opera – Howard Edmunds 
• Riversands Wines – David Blackett 

Legal Implications 

Not applicable. 

Risk Implications 

Community Service - Inability to achieve Council’s vision and mission to deliver community services and meet 
current and future needs. 

Policy Implications 

Balonne Shire Arts and Cultural Policy 2015-2018 
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Financial and Resource Implications 
Each year, Council participates in an Arts and Cultural Development program. The program is funded by Arts 
Queensland, through a program called Regional Arts Development Fund, along with Council’s contribution, this program 
is able to support arts projects for the community.  
 
In previous years (excluding 2020), through the RADF Community Program, Council has approved over thirteen 
applications, with over $25,000 spent.  There are sufficient funds in the allocated RADF 20-21 Community Program 
Budget for Council to approve the full amounts requested, the remaining funds for RADF 20-21 will be as follows:  

 

The remaining RADF 2020-2021 Community Program funds will be rolled over into the RADF 2021-2022 Round 2 
Community Program, including the Placemaking allocated budget. 

Options or Alternatives 

1. That Council resolves to partially approve the Howard Edmund’s sponsorship request, through the Regional 
Arts Development Fund 2020-2021 – Round 1 – Community Program for the ‘A Night in Tuscany’ Opera 
performance, subject to applicant engaging with a local Community Group to drive and coordinate activities 
and ensures that performance complies with COVID-19 restrictions at the time of the event. 

2. That Council resolves to approve the Howard Edmund’s sponsorship request of $3,500.00, through the 
Regional Arts Development Fund 2020-2021 – Round 1 – Community Program for the ‘A Night in Tuscany’ 
Opera performance, subject to applicant engaging with a local Community Group to drive and coordinate 
activities and ensures that performance complies with COVID-19 restrictions at the time of the event. 

 

Attachments 

1. 2020-03-29 - Howard Edmunds - Round 1 RADF 20-21 Application.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

1. That Council resolves to deny Howard Edmund’s request of $3,500.00 through the Regional Arts 
Development Fund 2020-2021 – Round 1 – Community Program for the ‘A Night in Tuscany’ Opera 
performance, due to insufficient community engagement to deliver activity. 

 

 
Elizabeth Jones 
Community Development & Cultural Services Manager  

CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_files/CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_Attachment_4194_1.PDF
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: RADF 20-21 Application - Round 1 - Opera Queensland 

DATE: 01.04.21  

AGENDA REF: OCEO5 

AUTHOR: Mariella Perez - Community Development Officer  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

RADF 20-21 – Round 1 – Opera Queensland Performance – Are You Lonesome Tonight. 
 

Executive Summary 

The 2020-21 RADF Grant Program Round 1 closed on the 19th March 2021. Council has received an application for 
“Are You Lonesome Tonight”, a Contemporary Opera performance from Opera Queensland to be presented in St 
George. 

Background 

The Regional Arts Development Fund (RADF) is a state and local government partnership that supports local artist 
and arts and cultural activities in Queensland Communities. Arts Queensland requires that the assessment process 
for RADF investment involve a diversity of community members including a diversity of demographics.  
 
The 2020-21 RADF Grant Program Round 1 closed on the 19th March 2021. Council has received eight (8) 
completed applications during Round 1, from which two (2) are Opera performances, and one (1) from Opera 
Queensland for a “Are You Lonesome Tonight” is presented in this report. 
 
In September 2019, Balonne Shire Council, in partnership with Opera Queensland, hosted an Opera performance at 
the St George Cultural Centre. This event was an accessible event for the community and very well received with a 
“full-house” performance. It was identified then that the St George Region was interested in similar performances, as 
people from different towns in the region came out to St George for this event. 
 
Opera Queensland (OQ) plans to work with the Balonne Shire Council to deliver a contemporary opera performance 
called “Are You Lonesome Tonight” in St George, a brand-new production celebrating Opera and Country Music. 
Created and directed by Queensland artists, this show is for all lovers of music, no matter the genre. 
 
OQ will provide a fully realised production of the Production, the physical elements required for presentation of the 
Production, including all scenery, properties and costumes and all technical equipment necessary to realise the 
production, including basic lighting equipment and the services of all personnel directly involved in the presentation 
of the Production, including singers, musicians, and technical staff (“Opera Queensland personnel”), as well as 
template artwork for promotion, a digital program to be distributed during the event, and event promotion on OQ 
platforms. 
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This event targets all demographics, and it will be a free of charge performance to make it accessible for all community 
groups and members. The proposed location, to be confirmed, is the St George Amphitheatre or Rowden Park on 
Tuesday, 1 June 2021. The total budget for “Are You Lonesome Tonight” is $6,000 with the requested RADF investment 
of $3,500.  

 
This and all performance event applications submitted during the 20-21 RADF Round 1 will provide an opportunity 
for many different backgrounds and community groups to access high quality productions in the St George Region. 
 
This project aligns with 2/4 local RADF priorities: 

 

The compliance assessment of the application has been completed by Mariella Perez - Community Development Officer. 
The application has been signed by appropriate parties and all applicants have outlined how they will address any 
workplace health and safety issues, including a COVID-19 industry safe plan. This application has been determined to 
comply with the RADF 20-21 Guidelines. 
 
This application has been assessed by four (4) RADF Committee members in accordance with the Balonne Shire RADF 
program guidelines. 
  
The RADF Committee does not support this application. The committee believes that this application does not meet 
sufficient criteria to be funded through RADF, due to insufficient community engagement to drive the project.  

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Vibrant creative arts, music, local history and culture 

Consultation (internal/external) 

• Community Development & Cultural Services Manager – Elizabeth Jones 
• Community Development Officer – Mariella Perez  
• RADF Committee Chair – Cr R. Fuhrmeister 
• RADF Committee Members (3) 
• Opera Queensland Community Coordinator – Teagan Thompson 

Legal Implications 

Not applicable. 
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Risk Implications 

Community Service - Inability to achieve Council’s vision and mission to deliver community services and meet 
current and future needs. 

Policy Implications 

Balonne Shire Arts and Cultural Policy 2015-2018 

Financial and Resource Implications 
Each year, Council participates in an Arts and Cultural Development program. The program is funded by Arts 
Queensland, through a program called Regional Arts Development Fund, along with Council’s contribution, this program 
is able to support these projects for the community.  
 
In previous years (excluding 2020), through the RADF Community Program, Council has approved over thirteen 
applications, with over $25,000 spent.  There are sufficient funds in the allocated RADF 20-21 Community Program 
Budget for Council to approve the full amounts requested, the remaining funds for RADF 20-21 will be as follows:  

 

The remaining RADF 2020-2021 Community Program funds will be rolled over into the RADF 2021-2022 Round 2 
Community Program, including the Placemaking allocated budget. 

Options or Alternatives 

1. That Council resolves to approve the Opera Queensland sponsorship request of $3,500, through the 
Regional Arts Development Fund 2020-2021 – Round 1 – Community Program for the ‘Are You Lonesome 
Tonight’ Opera performance, subject to applicant engaging with local Community Groups, allowing 
community participation in the event, and ensuring that the performance complies with COVID-19 
restrictions at the time of the event.  

2. That Council resolves to partially approve the Opera Queensland sponsorship request, through the Regional 
Arts Development Fund 2020-2021 – Round 1 – Community Program for the ‘Are You Lonesome Tonight’ 
Opera performance, subject to applicant engaging with local Community Groups, allowing community 
participation in the event, and ensuring that the performance complies with COVID-19 restrictions at the 
time of the event. 

 

Attachments 

1. 2020-03-29 - Opera Queensland - Round 1 RADF 20-21 Application.pdf ⇩  

2. 2020-03-29 - Opera Queensland - Round 1 RADF 20-21 ATTACHMENTS.pdf ⇩  
   

CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_files/CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_Attachment_4193_1.PDF
CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_files/CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_Attachment_4193_2.PDF
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Recommendation/s 

1. That Council resolves to deny the Opera Queensland request of $3,500.00 through the Regional Arts 
Development Fund 2020-2021 – Round 1 – Community Program for the ‘Are You Lonesome Tonight’ 
Opera performance, in accordance with the RADF committees’ decision. 

 

 
Elizabeth Jones 
Community Development & Cultural Services Manager  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: 
Community Grants and Assistance Application - Chamber of Commerce - 
Mother's Market Day & Luncheon 

DATE: 06.04.21  

AGENDA REF: OCEO6 

AUTHOR: Mariella Perez - Community Development Officer  

  

 

Sub-Heading 

St George Chamber of Commerce has requested financial sponsorship from the Community Grants and 
Assistance program. 
 

Executive Summary 

This month, Council has received one (1) request for the Community Grants and Assistance Program. This 
request being sponsorship towards the Mother’s Market Day & Luncheon, a collaboration between the St George 
Chamber of Commerce, Riversands Wines and The Farmhouse St George. 

Background 

The Farmhouse St George has identified within the community that there is a need and lack of events targeted 
for mothers. The Farmhouse in collaboration with Riversands Wines and the St George Chamber of Commerce 
are hosting a Mother’s Market Day and Luncheon at Riversands Wines on 4th May 2021.  
 
This event aims to involve multiple St George Region small businesses and community groups, to set up stalls 
and offer their multiple services on the proposed date. A fashion show parade will be organised for mums & 
children as an activity and stall holders will not be charged any fees, instead, they will be invited to donate 
products that will be offered to the attendees as lucky plate prizes. The expected attendance is between 150-
200 people.  
 
The St George Chamber of Commerce has requested sponsorship of $3,000 towards the Mother’s Market Day 
& Luncheon. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Community spaces to connect, engage and learn 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Community Development & Cultural Services Manager – Elizabeth Jones 
Community Development Officer – Mariella Perez 
St George Chamber of Commerce – Kate Pini 
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Legal Implications 

Not applicable  

Risk Implications 

Reputation - Inadequate engagement and assessment of the impact of external and internal stakeholders on 
our community, viability and productive capacity. 

Policy Implications 

Community Grants and Assistance Policy 

Financial and Resource Implications 

 
The Community Grants and Assistance program has an approved annual budget of $60,000 for Community 
grants and assistance which includes traffic management sponsorship. To date Council has committed 
$19,893.10 from this budget for 2020/21 financial year.  
 
The Chamber of Commerce has requested $3,000 as sponsorship towards the Mother’s Market Day & Luncheon 
at Riversands Wines on the 4th May 2021.  
 
Council has sufficient funds in the 2020/21 Community Grants and Assistance budget to sponsor this event. 
However, Council has previously approved the amount of $3,000 to the Chamber of Commerce in the 2020/21 
financial year for the St George Christmas Markets.  
 
Due to COVID-19, not many events were held for most part of the year, however, now that restrictions have 
eased further, more applications have been coming through for the 20/21 financial year, which means more 
sponsorship requests are going through the Community Grants and Assistance Program.  
 
Over recent years Council has sponsored community organisations for events and workshops up to $2,000, with 
the exception for specialty events that attract and support the wider community. On these rare occasions Council 
has then sponsored between $2,000 and $3,000 from the Community Grants and Assistance program.  
 
These types of events are important and beneficial for the community to develop and strengthen the community 
relations, social and mental wellbeing.  
 
For the reasons mentioned previously, the amount of $2,000 is recommended. 

Options or Alternatives 

1. That Council resolves to approve the full amount requested of $3,000.00 towards the Mother’s Market 
Day & Luncheon from the 2020/21 Community Grants and Assistance Budget. 

 

Annual Budget – Community Grants and Assistance including Traffic Management 
Sponsorship 

$60,000 

Less Approved/Allocated requests $19,893.10 

Total budget remaining – Mar 2021 $40,106.90 

Less Pending requests – Mar 2021  
Mother’s Market Day & Luncheon $3,000.00 

Total remaining $37,106.90 
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Attachments 

1. 2020-03-25 - Chamber of Commerce - Community Grants and Assistance Sponshorship Request - 
Mothers Day.pdf ⇩  

   
 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to partially sponsor the Chamber of Commerce’s request with $2,000.00 towards the 
Mother’s Market Day & Luncheon from the 2020/21 Community Grants and Assistance Budget, subject to 
COVID-19 restrictions at the time of the event.  
 

 

 
Elizabeth Jones 
Community Development & Cultural Services Manager  

 

CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_files/CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_Attachment_4198_1.PDF
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Tourism Events Application - Paul Kelly and Friends Concert 

DATE: 01.04.21  

AGENDA REF: OCEO7 

AUTHOR: Kim Wildman - Tourism Manager  
  

 

Tourism Events Grant Application – Dirranbandi P&A Association Inc 
 

Executive Summary 

Round 2 2021 Tourism Events Grant for Major Event sponsorship as requested by the Dirranbandi P&A 
Association Inc for the Alliance Airline Paul Kelly & Friends Concert to be held on Sunday 11 July 2021. 

Background 

The Alliance Airline Paul Kelly & Friends Concert is a biannual music concert featuring some of Australia’s 
leading musicians including Paul Kelly, Kasey Chambers, The Wolfe Brothers and many more. It is organised 
by Sheehan Events with the full production support of Tony Noble of A Noble Event who have staged major 
events all over the country.  
 
The charity event is about helping local students in the Balonne Shire through an Agricultural Studies Program 
and scholarship. The funds raised provide an incredible opportunity for local kids to further their education, while 
helping ensure the future of agriculture in the region. Since 2020 a youth bursary has been offered with 
participants able to apply for up to $10,000 per annum to support further study and education applicable to the 
agriculture industry.  
 
The previous concert was attended by 3,000 people of which an estimated 70%, approximately 2100 people, 
came from outside the Shire and stayed an average of 2 nights. Using Tourism Research Australia’s estimated 
daily expenditure for the Balonne Shire (currently determined as $130 per person per night) the event thus 
delivered $5460,000 of direct economic benefits to the Shire.  
 
The Dirranbandi P&A Association Inc has therefore submitted an application for a Tier 1 Major Event for the 
2021 Alliance Airline Paul Kelly & Friends Concert, requesting $6,000 in financial support. In addition, they have 
requested that Council, as per the arrangements for the previous event, source and provide five (5) electronic 
traffic signs (variable message boards) to be utilised to direct traffic costing approximately $2,616. 
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FUNDING CRITERIA 
The two main criteria for a Tier 1 Major Event under the Tourism Events Grant Funding Program are that the 
event: 
 

1. Generates in excess of $350,000 economic impact; OR 
2. Attracts in excess of 2000 unique attendees with substantial visitor numbers from outside the Shire. 

 
The Alliance Airline Paul Kelly & Friends Concert well more than exceeds both criteria. 
 
Furthermore, the Tourism Events Grant stipulates three key funding priorities which the organisers of the Alliance 
Airline Paul Kelly & Friends Concert plan on meeting as detailed below: 
 
 Increase visitation & length of stay of visitors to the Shire  
The Alliance Airline Paul Kelly & Friends Concert attracts a large number of attendees from outside the Shire to 
the region. By hosting the event on a Sunday evening rather than a Saturday night means attendees invariably 
will extend their length of stay from one night for other similar events to a long weekend and stay at least 2 to 3 
nights. Other strategies the Dirranbandi P&A Association Inc and event organisers plan on using to encourage 
attendees to stay longer include offering package tours of the region and working with the Visitor Information 
Centres in both Dirranbandi and St George to promote local tours and activities to entice visitors to stay longer 
to see the sights and attractions the Shire has to offer. 
 
Generates positive state-wide or national media coverage 
With the drawing power of well-known Australian musicians combined with a marketing campaign managed by 
a professional agency, media coverage for the event attracts national attention. The agency has already started 
its media strategy for the 2021 event which includes TV ads on the Channel 9 Network and radio ads airing 
state-wide throughout both Queensland and New South Wales. A special website (paulkellyandfriends.com.au) 
has also been created for the event along with a dedicated Facebook page (facebook.com/paulkellyandfriends). 
 
Stimulates the local economy through business partnerships 
The Event Organisers have actively pursued local partnerships with Balonne-based businesses and community 
groups including the Dirranbandi P&A Association Inc. As noted previously, the concert is held as a charity event 
with funds raised going towards an Agricultural Studies Program and scholarship that ensure the sustainability 
of opportunities to access future pathways in Agriculture for the local youth in this region.  
 
Additionally, the Event Organisers have provided an adequate Event Management Plan including a Budget and 
Marketing Plan along with a sound Data Collection Plan and a Risk Assessment. 
 
With the event far exceeding the minimum $350,000 of economic impact for the Shire, Council should consider 
approving the $6,000 grant along with the provision of five (5) electronic traffic signs (variable message boards) 
costing $2,616 both of which could be drawn for the Tourism Events Grant budget. 
 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Economy Tourism growth and development 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Frank Deshon, Chair LYPA Sub-Committee, Dirranbandi P&A Association Inc. 
Danny Sheehan, Sheehan Events 
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Matthew Magin, CEO, Balonne Shire Council 
Kim Wildman, Manager Tourism, Balonne Shire Council 

Legal Implications 

NA 

Risk Implications 

Reputation - Inadequate engagement and assessment of the impact of external and internal stakeholders on 
our community, viability and productive capacity. 

Policy Implications 

NA 

Financial and Resource Implications 

The Tourism Events Grant Program has an approved annual budget of $63,000 for the 2020/2021 Financial 
Year. To date, only $19,000 has been allocated from the budget with $44,000 remaining. 
 
If Council resolves to grant the Dirranbandi P&A Association Inc the full amount requested including the hire of 
the electronic signs, more than half of the total budget will remain. 
 
Council therefore has sufficient funds to support this application. 
 

Current Available Budget  $44,000 

Less pending requests   

Dirranbandi P&A Association Inc $6,000.00  

5 electronic traffic signs $2,616.00  

Total remaining  $35,384 

 

Options or Alternatives 

Only offer the Dirranbandi P&A Association Inc $6,000 under the Tier 1 Major Event. 

 
 

Attachments 

1. 31-03-2021-Dirranbandi P and A Association application for a Tier 1 Major Event Tourism Events 
Grant.pdf ⇩  

   
 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to sponsor the Dirranbandi P&A Association Inc $6,000 in sponsorship and source and 
provide five (5) electronic signs costing $2,616 from the Tourism Events Grant Budget for the 2021 Paul Kelly 
& Friends Concert. 
 

 

 
Matthew Magin 

CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_files/CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_Attachment_4200_1.PDF
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Chief Executive Officer  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Queensland Reconstruction Authority - Disaster Recovery Funding 

DATE: 05.04.21  

AGENDA REF: FCS1 

AUTHOR: 
Andrew Boardman - Director Infrastructure Services 
Michelle Clarke - Director Finance & Corporate Services  

  

 

Sub-Heading 

Amendment to Budget 2020/21 and Revenue Recognition 
 

Executive Summary 

Council has received approval of submissions made under the Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements for a 
further $7,905,171.75 in flood recovery works following the February 2020 event.  The purpose of this report is 
to amend the 2020/21 budget and assess the revenue recognition.  Total expected over three-year period is 
now at $51,245,101. 

Background 

The following projects have been approved by Queensland Reconstruction Authority: 
 

• BalSC.0021.1920K.REC Reconstruction of Essential Public Assets – February 2020 flood event – 
Jakelwar – Goodooga Road (and other roads) -  $3,348,924.38 

 

• BalSC.0024.1920k.REC - Reconstruction of Essential Public Assets – February 2020 flood event – 
Minnum Road Crossing – Narran River (and other roads)  -$574,614.48 
 

• BaLSC.0025.1920k.REC – REPA Roads Submission -$3,981,632.89 
 
The purpose of this report is to amend the 2020/21 budget and complete the revenue recognition checklist 
against the accounting standards. 
 
All projects must be completed by 30 June 2022 and the first milestone payments have already been received. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Governance Financial management for long-term sustainability 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Queensland Reconstruction Authority 
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Lonergans 
Infrastructure Services advise works are scheduled to commence in 2021/22 financial year.  

Legal Implications 

The Local Government Regulations 2012 S170(3) allows Council to amend its budget by resolution at any time 
during the financial year. 

Risk Implications 

Financial Impact - Inability to achieve financial sustainability and meet current and future needs of the 
community. 

Policy Implications 

The Accounting Standard IFRS 15 establishes the principles that an entity applies when reporting information 
about the nature, amount, timing and uncertainty of revenue and cash flows from a contract with a customer. To 
recognise revenue under IFRS 15, an entity applies five steps as outlined in the attached checklist for the 
funding. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

 
The following milestone amounts for 2020/21 will be recognised as revenue as received with the remaining 
milestone payments being received and expended in 2021/22. 
 
Payment terms include 30% upfront with up to 60% of project expenditure claimed in Milestone 2 and the final 
10% claimed within three months of the project completion date (being 30 June 2022).  The funding agreement 
ends on 30 June 2023. 
 
BalSC.0021.1920K.REC – received to date $1,004,677.31 (30%) 
BalSC.0024.1920K.REC – received to date $172,384.34 (30%) 
BalSC.0025.1920K.REC – received to date $1,194,490 (30%) 
 
The following are eligible costs associated with the submissions any additional ineligible expenditure will be 
considered as part of Budget 2021/22 if there will be council expenditure required.  
 

 
 

Options or Alternatives 

Council may seek to defer ineligible expenditure to 2021/22 financial year and/or remove from scope. 
 

Attachments 

1. Revenue Recognition Checklist ⇩  

CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_files/CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_Attachment_4208_1.PDF
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Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to: 

1. amend the operational works budget in accordance with S170(3) of the Local Government 
Regulations 2012 to recognise the 30% receipt of revenue for flood recovery works to be expended 
in 2021/22 as follows: 

 

 
(Note: not all roads listed that are covered by the recovery works) 
 
And 
 
2. Acknowledge that while the funding agreement is for operational works for disaster recovery it is unlikely 
that it is specific enough to create a specific performance obligation under the Accounting Standards.   
 

 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Works for Queensland Funding 2021-24 

DATE: 05.04.21  

AGENDA REF: FCS2 

AUTHOR: Michelle Clarke - Director Finance & Corporate Services  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Local Roads Community Infrastructure Program Phase 2 
 

Executive Summary 

The Department of Infrastructure Transport Regional Development and Communications have released Phase 
2 of the Local Roads Community Infrastructure Program in the sum of $875,577. 

Background 

Council will receive a further $1,180,000 for Works for Queensland 2021-24.  The purpose of this report is to 
confirm the projects that council had to identify by 9 April 2021 that will be assessed and approved on or around 
14 May 2021. The department will manage the submission of nominated projects and the assessment process. 
Departmental officers from the Local Government Division will be in contact shortly to provide further information 
on the application process for the program. Council will have until 30 June 2024 to deliver the approved projects.  
The focus of the 2021-24 W4Q program is to deliver jobs and projects in local communities across Queensland. 
This includes job creating new infrastructure, maintenance or minor works projects, maintenance or capital 
works, that are focused on essential services, economic development and community wellbeing outcomes 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Governance Excellence in service delivery and project management 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Senior Leadership Group 
Council 

Legal Implications 

Council may amend its budget under Section 170(3) of the Local Government Regulations 2012 at any time 
during the year. 
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Risk Implications 

Community Service - Inability to achieve Council’s vision and mission to deliver community services and meet 
current and future needs. 

Policy Implications 

Council’s Project Governance Framework applies to the identification, selection and approval of projects.  

Financial and Resource Implications 

Projects may commence upon approval on or after 14 May 2021.  Progress payments will be made as claimed 
for eligible works as they are completed up to 30 June 2024. 

Options or Alternatives 

Seek variation from the Department of Local Government if nominated projects are to be amended.  

 
 

Attachments 

1. Letter Works 4 Queensland 2021-24 ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That hat Council resolves to confirm the project list (to be tabled) for the Works for Queensland 2021-24 
Funding Program.  
 

 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  

 

CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_files/CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_Attachment_4209_1.PDF
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Financial Management Report March 2021 

DATE: 08.04.21  

AGENDA REF: FCS3 

AUTHOR: Tracey Lee - Manager Finance Services  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Monthly Financial Management Report as at 31 March 2021 to be tabled at the meeting. 
 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Governance Financial management for long-term sustainability 

Risk Implications 

Financial Impact - Inability to achieve financial sustainability and meet current and future needs of the 
community. 

 
 

Attachments 

1. Monthly Finance Report March 2020.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That the monthly Financial Management Report for the period ending 31 March 2021, as attached, be received 
and noted. 

 
 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  

 

CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_files/CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_Attachment_4212_1.PDF
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Fee Waiver - Care Outreach 

DATE: 06.04.21  

AGENDA REF: FCS4 

AUTHOR: Tayla Lawson - Administration Officer - Governance  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Fee Waiver Request from Care Outreach for Bollon Civic Centre. 
 

Executive Summary 

A Fee Waiver Request for Bollon Civic Hall requires, water, electricity, toilets, room to pack and store goods 
safely for a period of 8 weeks has been requested by the Care Outreach Centre.  

Background 

Noel and Jenny Peters are Volunteers of the Care Outreach Centre. Care Outreach covers to support farming 
families in southern Queensland and New South Wales. 
 
This Fee Waiver Request is for Bollon Civic Hall requires, water, electricity, toilets, room to pack and store goods 
safely for a period of 8 weeks in total: 
10th – 24th April – 2 weeks 
August – 2 weeks 
September – 2 weeks 
November – 2 weeks 
 
Care Outreach are looking for a suitable base in Bollon to camp for a few weeks while they visit up to 80 families 
in the area.  They are requesting to camp and live in their vans and use the civic centre as a space to park and 
provide their services. They also hold a ladies day out at the hall every second year.  
 
Approval has been granted under delegation to waive 5 days Civic Hall hire on the proviso that the free camping 
area be utilised until Council can determine their application for fee waiver and camping at the Civic Centre in 
Bollon.  
  
 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Strong community organisations 
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Consultation (internal/external) 

Community consultation may be required to inform them of the use of the Hall for camping/parking on site.  

Legal Implications 

Not Applicable 

Risk Implications 

Community Service - Inability to achieve Council’s vision and mission to deliver community services and meet 
current and future needs. 

Policy Implications 

Council does not have a policy relating to camping at the Civic Centre however camping is generally at the free 
camp grounds in Bollon and/or the Showgrounds.  

Financial and Resource Implications 

The Bollon Hall for a full day is minimum of $110.00. 
 
The total estimate for the first two weeks is $1650 + $300 security deposit.  This exceeds the Chief Executive 
Officer’s delegation to waive the fees.  The total for 8 weeks would be $6,600 + $300 security deposit. 
 
Showgrounds are offered at $250 per day for events and generally for camping with stock.  
 
Camping at Wallam Creek includes a donation to the Heritage Centre, however toilet and shower facilities are 
only available in the public amenities near this site (on the Balonne Highway). 

Options or Alternatives 

Offer an alternate location  
Discount the fees and charges 
 

Attachments 

Nil  
 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to discount the hire of the Bollon hall to Care Outreach by 50% at a total of $3,300 + 
$300 security deposit for an 8 week period.  
 
 

 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Alternative Energy Pre-Feasibility Study Report  

DATE: 06.04.21  

AGENDA REF: IFS1 

AUTHOR: Adam Cassel - Asset Management & GIS Co-ordinator  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Alternative Energy Pre-feasibility Study Final Report and Energy Strategy 
 

Executive Summary 

The Council has requested an analysis be undertaken of the Balonne Shire Councils energy position including 
highlighting areas that may be of benefit to the Council and the community. 
 
The alternative energy analysis has been completed and the resulting reports presented to Council. 
 
The reports are at the stage where they can now be adopted by Council. 
 
The “Balonne Shire Council Energy Strategic Plan” indicates there is no specific guidance identified in Councils 
strategic documents relating to Councils overall preference for environmentally sustainable solutions when 
making decisions across the organisation. Council may consider reviewing Council environmental sustainability 
strategic goals and create a strategic level statement in support of position. 

Background 

On the 4th of November 2020 the Balonne Shire Council resolved to engage All Energy Pty Ltd to perform a pre-
feasibility study for the Balonne Shire to analyse the Councils and community’s current energy position and 
identify potential opportunities that may benefit the Council and the community. 
 
The Balonne Shire Council (BSC) alternative energy pre-feasibility study commenced on the 4th of November 
2020 and was completed in March 2021.  
 
The alternative energy pre-feasibility study produced the “Balonne Shire Council Energy Strategy” document 
and the “Balonne Shire Council Energy Strategic Plan” document which were presented to Council at the Council 
workshop on the 8th April 2021 by the author Gareth FORDE of All Energy Pty Ltd. 
 
The Balonne Shire Council partnered with All Energy Pty Ltd in January 2021 to apply for 100% grant funding 
to the value of $791,439 under the Building Better Regions – Microgrids funding arrangements. If successful, 
this grant funding will allow All Energy Pty Ltd to undertake a feasibility study into the potential for microgrids 
within the Balonne shire.  
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It is expected that several large and small shovel ready projects would result at the conclusion of this feasibility 
study. At that time Council could then begin the process of allocating funds and/or seeking grant funding for 
those projects which are expected to have significant benefit to Council and the community.  

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Environment Investment and adoption of sustainable and renewable solutions 

Consultation (internal/external) 

1. Councillors (Council Workshop) 
2. Andrew Boardman – Director of Infrastructure Services 
3. Michelle Clark – Director of Finance and Corporate Services 
4. Garnet Radford – Economic Development Officer 
5. Peter Willey – Manager of Water Sewerage and Towns 
6. Brenton Judge – Manager of Transport and Drainage 
7. Gareth FORDE – All Energy Pty Ltd 

Legal Implications 

None 

Risk Implications 

Community Service - Inability to achieve Council’s vision and mission to deliver community services and meet 
current and future needs. 

Policy Implications 

The study findings may promote the development of alternative energy and environmentally responsible policy(s) 
for the following Council areas: 

• Planning and Development  

• Procurement  

• Fleet  

• Facilities  

• Environmental Services 

• Economic Development 

• Capital and Operational works 

• Information and Communication Technology 

Financial and Resource Implications 

No additional cost at this stage of the Alternative Energy Initiative.  
It is expected that future projects will be identified and Council may agree to contribute to at that time and/or 
seek grant funding for those projects. 

Options or Alternatives 

Council can either: 
1. Not adopt the “Balonne Shire Council Energy Strategy”  

 
2. Not adopt the “Balonne Shire Council Energy Strategic Plan” 
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3. Adopt the “Balonne Shire Council Energy Strategy” 
 

4. Adopt the “Balonne Shire Council Energy Strategic Plan” 
 

5. Request further information and/or request amendments to the documents 
 

6. Act on the “Balonne Shire Council Energy Strategic Plan” s1 – Introduction – “Council needs to define 
its energy and emissions goals… It is recommended that future planning and procurement practices 
include renewable energy specifically.”  
 
To address this recommendation Council may wish to formalise Council’s position in relation to 
environmentally sustainable practices by creating a high-level strategic statement which will provide 
Council with clear guidance to employees when making decisions moving forward.  

 
 
For Example:  
Environmental Sustainability Strategic Statement 
All Council decisions should consider environmental sustainability as part of the decision-making process 
and, give preference to the more environmentally sustainable option(s) where cost effective. 
 
Council’s goal is aligned with the Queensland Government renewable energy and emissions goal which 
set a vision of:  
 

• 50% renewable energy by 2030,  

• Achieving net zero emissions by 2050,  

• Interim emissions reductions target of at least 30% below 2005 levels by 2030.  

 
 

Attachments 

1. 2021-04-01 All Energy Pty Ltd - Balonne Shire Council Energy Strategy FINAL REPORT 20210223.pdf 
⇩  

2. 2021-04-01 All Energy Pty Ltd - Balonne Shire Council - Energy Strategic Plan - 20210223.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to: 

1. Adopt the attached “Balonne Shire Council Energy Strategy” final report 
 

2. Adopt the attached “Balonne Shire Council - Energy Strategic Plan” document 
 

3. Formalise Council’s position in relation to environmentally sustainable decision-making practices 
by creating a high-level “Environmental Sustainability Strategic Statement” which will provide 
Council staff with clear guidance when making decisions moving forward. 

 

 
Andrew Boardman 
Director Infrastructure Services  

CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_files/CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_Attachment_4203_1.PDF
CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_files/CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_Attachment_4203_2.PDF
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Establishment of a Council Depot in Hebel – Project Request 

DATE: 06.04.21  

AGENDA REF: IFS2 

AUTHOR: Andrew Boardman - Director Infrastructure Services  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Establishment of a Council Depot in Hebel – Project Request 
 

Executive Summary 

Hebel currently doesn’t have a depot. This request is for the ‘Establishment of a Council Depot in Hebel’ to 
become a Council project and to progress the project through the Project Governance Frameworks. This request 
is raised to Council as part of the ‘identify’ phase of the Project Governance Framework. 

Background 

Currently the township of Hebel is serviced by Council’s Dirranbandi Town Crew. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Governance Excellence in service delivery and project management 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Nil – Only Identify phase of the Project Governance Framework 

Legal Implications 

Nil – Only Identify phase of the Project Governance Framework 

Risk Implications 

Community Service - Inability to achieve Council’s vision and mission to deliver community services and meet 
current and future needs. 

Policy Implications 

Project Governance Policy and Framework 
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Financial and Resource Implications 

Cost of progressing request under the Project Governance Framework, budget to be requested for next financial 
year if Council resolve to support project. 

Options or Alternatives 

1) To not approve project, do not proceed. 
2) To approve project to proceed and start progressing the select stage of the project. 
3) To approve project however, delay progressing the select stage of the project until 2021/22 

 

Attachments 

1. Establishment of Council Depot at Hebel - Project Request Form ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to accept the project proposal for the establishment of a Council Depot at Hebel as a 
Council initiative under the Project Governance Framework and progress the proposal to the ‘select’ phase 
(consultation, options analysis, business case, concept) of the Framework. 
 

 

 
Andrew Boardman 
Director Infrastructure Services  

 

CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_files/CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_Attachment_4210_1.PDF
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Bollon RV & Streetscape Master Plan 

DATE: 06.04.21  

AGENDA REF: IFS3 

AUTHOR: Andrew Boardman - Director Infrastructure Services  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Bollon RV & Streetscape Master Plan 
 

Executive Summary 

Council undertook the Bollon RV & Streetscape Master Plan with consultants Group GSA. This master plan has 
been consulted with the Bollon community is now being presented to Council for formal adoption. 

Background 

Council in the 2019/20 budget allocated funding to undertake the Bollon RV & Streetscape Master Plan. This 
was to ensure that future projects in these areas could be coordinated to meet community and Council 
requirements.  
 
A consultant, Group GSA were engaged to undertake the Bollon RV & Streetscape Master Plan. There 
consultancy work was delayed due to COVID19 with the inability to meet with the community. The project was 
carried over to the 2020/21 to be completed. Two community consultations sessions at Bollon have been carried 
out. The Kooma People have also been consulted with.  
 
The Bollon RV & Streetscape Master Plan has also been workshopped with Councillors, relevant Council officers 
and SLG. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Infrastructure and Planning Community infrastructure for existing and future needs 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Balonne Shire Councillors 
Bollon Community 
Council Officers 
Kooma People 
SLG 
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Legal Implications 

Nil identified during master planning, will be identified a project progress. 

Risk Implications 

Community Service - Inability to achieve Council’s vision and mission to deliver community services and meet 
current and future needs. 

Policy Implications 

Nil 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Nil by adoption of masterplan as projects out of this plan will be submitted to Council through project governance 
process. 

Options or Alternatives 

1) To adopt the Bollon RV & Streetscape Master Plan 
2) To adopt the Bollon RV & Streetscape Master Plan with amendments 
3) To not adopt the Bollon RV & Streetscape Master Plan 
 

Attachments 

1. BOLLON MASTERPLAN - RV PARK & STREETSCAPE ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to formally adopt the Bollon RV & Streetscape Masterplan as attached. 

 

 
Andrew Boardman 
Director Infrastructure Services  

 

CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_files/CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_Attachment_4211_1.PDF
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(ERS) ENVIRONMENT & REGULATORY SERVICES 
ITEM TITLE SUB HEADING PAGE 

ERS1 CHANGE 
REPRESENTATIONS 
ABOUT MATTERS IN 
DEVELOPMENT 
APPROVAL MCU 190 

Lions Club of St George Inc T/A St George Recycling have made 
representations to change condition/s of the development 
approval recently issued by Council for a Medium Impact Industry 
Use (Container Refund Depot and Storage Facility) at 150 Arthur 
Street, St George (Council reference MCU 190).  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Change Representations About Matters in Development Approval MCU 190 

DATE: 01.04.21  

AGENDA REF: ERS1 

AUTHOR: Fiona Macleod - Planning & Development Officer  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Lions Club of St George Inc T/A St George Recycling have made representations to change condition/s of the 
development approval recently issued by Council for a Medium Impact Industry Use (Container Refund Depot 
and Storage Facility) at 150 Arthur Street, St George (Council reference MCU 190).  
 

Overview  

Lions Club of St George Inc T/A St George Recycling have made representations to change condition/s of the 
development approval recently issued by Council for a Medium Impact Industry Use (Container Refund Depot 
and Storage Facility) at 150 Arthur Street, St George (Council reference MCU 190).  
 
The condition currently restricts hours of operation for the use to operate between the hours of 7:00am to 5:00pm 
Monday to Saturday inclusive. The applicant is wanting to increase these hours to enable administrative and 
formal training sessions associated with the use to be carried out between 7:00am to 9:00pm Monday to Sunday 
inclusive. 
 
Council must consider the change representations having regard to the matters that were considered when 
assessing the original development application. After carrying out its assessment, Council must then decide 
whether it agrees or disagrees with any of the change representations. 
 

Background  

On 23 February, 2021 Council issued a development approval for a Material Change of Use for an “Medium 
Impact Industry (Container Refund Depot and Storage Facility) for the property located at 150 Arthur Street, St 
George, being Lot 5 on STG8532.  

 
The approval was issued subject to 27 development conditions, including a condition restricting hours of 
operation for all activities associated with the use of 7:00am to 5:00 pm Monday to Saturday inclusive.  
 
Hours of Operation 
 
19. Unless otherwise approved by Council, the activities associated with the Medium Impact Industry Use must 
only be conducted between the hours of; 
 

• 7am to 5pm, Monday to Saturday Inclusive   
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The condition was imposed by Council to help mitigate potential amenity impacts on nearby sensitive receptors, 
specifically the General Residential Zoned land located on the western side of Arthur Street. It is considered that 
the activities associated with the Medium Impact Industry Use would have some noise impacts because of both 
traffic entering and exiting the site as well as the activity itself. 
 
The applicant has made change representations about Condition 19 (as above) restricting hours of operation for 
the approved Medium Impact Industry Use. Specifically, they have requested that activities be permitted to occur 
between the hours of 7:00am to 9:00pm Monday to Sunday inclusive to allow for administrative and formal 
training sessions associated with the use to occur on the premises. The current approval allows for adequate 
operating hours of the facility however not the associated administrative and training sessions which are required 
for employees and will occur onsite.  
 

Assessment 
The relevant sections of the Planning Act 2016 for change representations include;  
 
Section 65 - Permitted development conditions 
 

(1) A development condition imposed on a development approval must— 

(a) be relevant to, but not be an unreasonable imposition on, the development or the use of premises 
as a consequence of the development; or 

(b) be reasonably required in relation to the development or the use of premises as a consequence of 
the development. 
 

Section 75 - Making change representations 
 

(1) The applicant may make representations (change representations) to the assessment manager, 
during the applicant’s appeal period for the development approval, about changing— 

(a) a matter in the development approval, other than— 

(i) a matter stated because of a referral agency’s response; or 

(ii) a development condition imposed under a direction made by the Minister under chapter 3, part 6, 
division 2; or 

(b) if the development approval is a deemed approval—the standard conditions taken to be included in 
the deemed approval under section 64(8)(c). 

 
Section 76 Deciding change representations;   

 
(1) The assessment manager must assess the change representations against and having regard to the 

matters must be considered when assessing a development application, to the extent those matters 

are relevant. 

(2) The assessment manager must, within 5 business days after deciding the change representations, 
give a decision notice to— 
(a) the applicant; and 
(b) if the assessment manager agrees with any of the change representations— 

(i) each principal submitter; and 

(ii) each referral agency; and 
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(iii)if the assessment manager is not a local government and the development is in a local 
government area—the relevant local government; and 

(iv) if the assessment manager is a chosen assessment manager—the prescribed assessment 
manager; and 

(v) another person prescribed by regulation. 
 

(3) A decision notice (a negotiated decision notice) that states the assessment manager agrees with a 
change representation must— 

(a)  state the nature of the change agreed to; and 

(b)  comply with section 63(2) and (3). 
 
(4) A negotiated decision notice replaces the decision notice for the development application. 
 
(5) Only 1 negotiated decision notice may be given. 
 
(6) If a negotiated decision notice is given to an applicant, a local government may give a replacement 

infrastructure charges notice to the applicant. 
 

The assessment criteria used to assess the original development application are contained in the Balonne Shire 
Planning Scheme 2019 and include the Industry Zone Code and General Development Code as the relevant 
benchmarks.  
 
Specifically, provisions within the Industry Zone Code identify the following Performance Outcomes relevant to 
protecting residential amenity and sensitive land uses; 
  
Table 6.2.3.2 Assessment Criteria: Industry zone code 

Performance outcomes  Acceptable outcomes 

PO5 
Commercial and industrial uses that support and 
service the residential areas can be centrally located 
where they can be conveniently and safely accessed 
without having an adverse impact on residential 
amenity including privacy, safety, noise, odour and 
fumes, lighting and traffic generation. 
 

AO5 
No acceptable outcome is prescribed.  

PO7 
Industrial development does not result in sensitive 
land uses located outside of the industrial zone being 
affected by industrial air, noise and odour emissions.  
 

AO7 
No acceptable outcome is prescribed.  

 
It is considered by the planning officer that a restriction of hours of operation appropriately mitigates potential 
amenity impacts resulting from the development, particularly given the location of the premises being located on 
the interface of the Industry and General Residential Zone. Other conditions to address the above Performance 
Outcomes includes air and noise to comply with State Environmental Legislation.  
 
Accordingly, it is recommended that an hours of operation condition is maintained on the development approval 
however, given the extension to permitted hours for associated training activities it is recommended that Council 
endorse the officer recommendation and agree to the change representations.  
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The requested changes are considered to remain compliant with the relevant performance outcomes contained 
in Councils Planning Scheme and implementation of hours of operation restriction condition is reflective of recent 
decisions made by Council on similar developments where there is a sensitive interface.   
 
Further;  
 

• The property is zoned Industry under the current Balonne Planning Scheme 2019 and directly adjoining 
properties are utilised for similar Industrial activities and not sensitive land uses.  
 

• There are existing lawful Industrial uses operating along Arthur Street that have no hours of operation 
restriction on a development approval. 

 

• The development approval includes other conditions that are intended to regulate noise nuisance. If 
there are reports of nuisance Council can undertake compliance action in accordance with the Planning 
Act 2016 on the strength of these other conditions. 

 

• The extension of hours of operation is to account not for the operation of the facility however associated 
activities specifically, onsite training of employees and administration whereby it is considered noise 
generation will be at a lower level and infrequent.  

Link to Corporate Plan 

Function Key Program Area 

Infrastructure and Planning Sustainable planning and development 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Jess Reiser – Planning Officer, Maranoa Regional Council 

Legal Implications 

The Planning Act 2016 and Council’s planning scheme apply. 

Policy Implications 

Council’s planning policies apply 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Nil. Recommended revised condition/s of approval must be completed at no cost to Council. 
 

Attachments 

1. Attachment 1 - MCU 190 Change Representation to Approval Condition Request.pdf ⇩  
2. Attachment 2 - MCU 190 Decision Notice Approval.pdf ⇩  
   

 

CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_files/CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_Attachment_4196_1.PDF
CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_files/CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_Attachment_4196_2.PDF
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Recommendation 

 
That Council give a negotiated decision notice to Lions Club of St George Inc T/A St George Recycling that 
states that Council agrees to the following change to Development Approval MCU 190:  

 
Delete the following condition: 

 
19. Unless otherwise approved by Council, the activities associated with the Medium Impact Industry 

Use must only be conducted between the hours of; 
 

• 7am to 5pm, Monday to Saturday inclusive  
 
And; 
 
Insert the following development condition 
 
19. Unless otherwise approved by Council, the activities associated with the Medium Impact Industry 

Use must only be conducted between the hours of; 
 

• Container Refund Depot and Storage Yard: 7am to 5pm, Monday to Saturday inclusive 

• Associated Administrative and Training Sessions: 7am to 9pm, Monday to Sunday inclusive   
 

 

 
Matthew Magin 
Chief Executive Officer  
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INFORMATION REPORTS  
 

(IOCEO) OFFICE OF THE CEO 
ITEM TITLE SUB HEADING PAGE 

IOCEO1 TOURISM SERVICES 
MONTHLY REPORT 

Balonne Shire Tourism Report for March 2021 as supplied by the 
Manager Tourism. 

402 

IOCEO2 ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT UPDATE - 
MARCH 2021 

Economic Development Update – March 2021 412 

IOCEO3 MONTHLY REPORT - 
COMMUNITY AND 
LIBRARY SERVICES 

March Monthly Managers Report for Community and Libraries 419 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Tourism Services Monthly Report 

DATE: 01.04.21  

AGENDA REF: IOCEO1 

AUTHOR: Kim Wildman - Tourism Manager  
  

 

Balonne Shire Tourism Report – March 2021 

Balonne Shire Tourism Report for March 2021 as supplied by the Manager Tourism. 
 

Tourism Projects & Activities 

• St George Heritage Trail: Work has continued on this trail. The first draft of the new Heritage Trail 
brochure has been received and is in the process of being reviewed. A follow-up meeting was held with 
Manager of Transport and Drainage and Environmental Health Officer regarding placement of markers.   

• St George Region Travellers Guide: The final draft of the Guide is now complete with designers given 
the approval to print.  The Guide is expected to arrive after Easter.   

• Historical Pub Trail: content has now been completed and quotes received for publishing of brochure.  

• Mungindi Sculpture Walk: Progress on the Mungindi Sculpture walk has been slowed due to ongoing 
flooding and COVID concerns with several meetings needing to be postponed. That said, restoration 
work has started on the sculptures themselves which is due to be completed at the beginning of April. 
Essential Energy have also been consulted on the location of the sculptures and any requirements the 
installation must meet. 

• Event Organiser Bootcamp Webinar: The first of the series of six free webinars aimed at supporting the 
Shire’s event organisers to increase their skills took place with 10 participants learning about the benefits 
of strategic planning for their events. The final workshop is scheduled for Tuesday 9 March. 

• Shire Events: The Shire’s tourist season kicked off with a bang with three very popular events – Thallon 
Grazing at the Watering Hole, the St George 399 and Battle on the Balonne – all sponsored by the 
Balonne Shire Council through the Tourism Events Grant. It’s great to see our events back after a year 
marked by cancellations and closures due to COVID-19. 

• Event Organiser Masterclass Series: The sixth instalment of the Balonne Shire Council’s free Event 
Organisers Masterclass Webinar Series wrapped up in March with a session devoted to planning events 
in a COVID world. All sessions were recorded and are now available through the Council’s website 
www.balonne.qld.gov.au/community-support-grants. 

• St George Region Spotify Playlist: The Tourism Team is compiling a St George Region Spotify Playlist 
to share with travellers to entertain and inspire them on their drive out to our Shire. The playlist is still in 
development but once complete we will make it public so that you can all enjoy it. 
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Marketing & Promotions 

• Grey Nomad Awards: The Balonne Shire Council was awarded the 2020 Best Grey Nomad Council 
Free Stay – Silver Winner – for the Nindigully Tourist and Visitor Area at the Grey Nomad Awards on 
the Sunshine Coast on 2 March. The Manager Tourism attended the awards along with Nikki Pulfer, 
Manager Dirranbandi Caravan Park, who were finalists in the Best Small Caravan Park Category. This 
is a fantastic achievement not only for Council, but for the whole Shire. Next year we will be aiming for 
Gold! 
 

 
 

• Greater Downs Women in Business Awards: Five of the Balonne Shire’s residents including Balonne 
Shire Mayor Samantha O’Toole and Manager Tourism Kim Wildman have been nominated for the 2020 
Women in Business Awards for the Darling Downs. They have each passed through the first rounds of 
selections and been shortlisted for the judging panel interview which will be held on Thursday 8 April. 
 

• Top Tourism Town Awards: The Manager Tourism with the help of the Media Coms Team submitted a 
nomination for St George in the Queensland Tourism Industry Council’s new Tourism Award Program 
aimed at recognising Queensland’s diverse and outstanding regional destinations. The category entered 
was for Small Tourism Town Award – those with a population below 5,000. State winners will have the 
opportunity to represent Queensland at the National Awards and be named Australia’s Top Tourism 
Town! An expert panel of experienced tourism professionals will review and score each entry. All 
entrants that reach a score of 75% from the judges will be deemed a finalist and proceed to the public 
voting component of the awards process which will take place from 13 April until 27 April with the winners 
announced in May 2021. 
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Marketing & Promotions 

St George Region Website 

• The tourism team has reviewed the website checking each individual page and listing and making 
corrections as required. These will go to the designer for final changes before the website is launched 
in April along with the new St George Region Travellers’ Guide. 

 
Welcome Mate/Welcome to Our Place 

• Get ready to say Welcome Mate again! March 9 marked the one-year anniversary of the launch of the 
Balonne Shire’s highly successful bush parody of Tourism Australia's Kylie Minogue "Matesong" While 
COVID may have messed with our original plans, the Tourism and Comms Teams have come up with 
a plan to keep the dream alive and with a filming a tongue-in-cheek follow up and called on the 
community again to take part. The new video is due to be released in early April. 

 

 
 
 

• New Welcome to Our Place Street banners were installed across Victoria Street in St George ready to 
greet visitors for the 2021 tourist season. While a major storm hit four days later and left them worse for 
wear, new reinforced replacement banners have been supplied by the manufacturer which will be 
installed the week of 12 April.  
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Print Media 

• The Balonne Shire has featured in the March edition of Australian Traveller – even gaining special 
mention and a photograph on the front cover! The piece was written by travel writer Phil Hawkes who 
the Shire hosted last year. 
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• South West Newspaper picked up the story of the one-year anniversary of the St George Matesong 
video running a feature on it in their 17 March edition. 
 

 
 
 
TV 

• The Balonne Shire Council was approached by Grainger TV to be featured in an upcoming OUTBACK 
QUEENSLAND TV special on the Channel 7 Network. The program is Travel Oz, screening on three of 
the Seven Networks channels. This program is partially funding by the Joint Councils Recovery Fund 
through OQTA, meaning the Shire will have two full stories air, one on Bollon and one on Dirranbandi, 
for the total cost of $1,700. The crew will be arriving in the early May with screening due for late May. 

 
St George Region Facebook page 

• Currently the St George Region Facebook page has a total of 4,125 Followers (an increase of 415 
followers) with 3,831 Likes (increase of 280). 
 
Most popular post for March – 
 

• Our video showing the release of water at the Jack Taylor Weir received a great response with a 27.3k 
reach, 4.5k post clicks, 2.1k reactions.  
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• A flashback post to mark 12 months since the release of our fun bush parody of Tourism Australia’s 
Kylie Minogue “Matesong”. This post was also a teaser to keep an eye out for BIG things coming over 
the next few weeks and saw 13.8k reach, 909 post clicks, 324 reactions. 

 

 
. 
 
St George Region Instagram 

• The account currently has 509 Followers (an increase of 65). Please help the Tourism Services Team 
build our following by following, liking and sharing our content. 
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Reviews 

Google My Business 
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Tourism Organisation Representation 

South West Queensland Regional Organisation of Council – Tourism Sub-Committee (SWQROC) 

• The last meeting for the SWTSC was held on 11 March with the focus being on the update of the website 
and the organisation of the launch of the Be Our Guest in the South West Eventure campaign for 2021.  
 

Outback Queensland Tourism Association (OQTA) 

• OQTA has asked members to submit an expression of interest for Councils/Regions to participate in for 
the upcoming Caravan and Camping shows. The Balonne Shire Visitor Information Centre has 
submitted EOIs for the Brisbane Let’s Go Caravan and Outdoor Show from 2-7 June and the 
Toowoomba QLD Outdoor Adventure & Motoring Expo from 30 July-1 August. 

 
Adventure Way Promotions Group 

• The next Adventure Way meeting is scheduled for 9 March 2021.  
 
The Great Inland Way 

• The next meeting is to be scheduled for early 2021. 

Meetings & Training 

• Meeting with EHO re Heritage Trail Signage – 2 March 

• Monthly Tourism Catch Up Meeting – 2 March 

• Tourism Catch-Up Meeting with Manager –4 & 18 March 

• Adventure Way Meeting – 9 March 

• OCEDO Leaders Meeting – 10 March 

• SynergySoft Overview & Training – 10 & 17 March 

• SWTSC Meeting – 11 March 

• Tourism Team Meeting – 11 March 

• Managers and Strategic Officers Meeting – 16 March 

• Council Workshop – Iconic Tourism Attraction for Balonne Shire – 23 March 

• Meeting with Transport & Drainage Manager re Heritage Trail Signage – 24 March 

Volunteer Projects & Activities 

• Volunteer hours have totalled 29.75 hours for March.   

• New polo shirts with our new branding have been ordered through Golders 

• Awaiting internal promotional material for volunteer recruitment drive. 

Shire Tourism Statistics – March 2021 

St George Visitor Information Centre  
 
There were 842 visitors recorded for March through the Visitor Information Centre (VIC) in St George. This is an 
increase of 367 visitors compared to March 2020 where the total was 475 visitors. It’s worth noting that this 
month’s numbers have surpassed our last highest figure for the month which was back in 2017!  
 

• Local Shire   144 

• New South Wales  159 

• Victoria    62 

• Queensland   434 

• South Australia   13 

• Northern Territory  7 
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• Australian Capital Territory 11 

• Western Australia  5 

• Tasmania    5 

• Overseas/International  2  
 
The VIC also received 133 tourism related phone enquiries, 10 Information Packs were sent out and 15 
email/internet tourism related enquiries were made during March. 
 
 
Dirranbandi RTC  
There were 133 visitors recorded for March 2021 through the Dirranbandi Rural Transaction Centre (RTC). This 
is an increase of 90 visitors compared to March 2020 where the total was 43 visitors. 
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Attachments 

Nil 
   
 

 
Matthew Magin 
Chief Executive Officer  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Economic Development Update - March 2021 

DATE: 01.04.21  

AGENDA REF: IOCEO2 

AUTHOR: Garnet Radford - Economic Development Officer  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Economic Development Update – March 2021 
 

Executive Summary  
The purpose of the report is to update Council on Economic Development activity in the Balonne Shire during the month 

of March 2021.  The main priorities for the month were the on-going delivery of major projects – Business Mentoring 

program, Dirranbandi Hot Baths, investment attraction prospectus and business support.  

Highlights in March included: Community information session in Dirranbandi – Thermal Baths conceptual designs, 

mentoring (project funding rounds and feasibility), emerging industry sector engagement, BBRF submission and 

economic modelling, five new business enquiries, new management at Jacaranda Motel, WDEF economic and 

biosecurity data collection appointment, five investment enquiries and follow-up on existing projects. 

1.0 Summary of activity during the month of March and Year to Date 

Metric Activity Notes 

New Business enquiries 5 Monthly business enquiries  

YTD new business enquires 16 Year to date enquiries 

Business engagement meetings 106 Meetings, calls in the month with key stakeholders and 
businesses 

YTD Business meetings 646 Year to date client and stakeholder meetings 

Follow up and value-add services 
(Referrals) 

32 Introductions, referral of support services, key events & 
information to producers and businesses 

YTD Referral services 218 Year to date referrals  

Events and strategic meetings 10 Includes conferences, chamber/progress associations, ED 
relevant events and strategic meetings/sessions 

YTD Business events 148  

Investments – Pipeline 80 Pipeline of “Active Projects” (includes some Priority) 

Investments announced 1 Investments in month  

Investments YTD 1 Year to date investments announced in FY 

Value of investments $.15m $ value of investments in month 

Investments $ YTD $.15m Total value of investments Year to date in FY 

Jobs created/retained 3 Jobs created/retained in period 
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1.1    Projects summary 

• Business Mentoring Program 

o Round 1  

▪ Project funding reimbursement   

• $42,234 reimbursed, and local spend and (including co-contribution) in Balonne Shire of 

$34,759  

▪ Feasibility Study 1 – assignment progressing 

▪ Feasibility Study 2 – assignment commenced 

▪ Feasibility Study 3 – consultant appointed and commenced  

o Round 2  

▪ Mentees (23) – mentoring underway  

▪ Project Funding Round 2 Phase 2 closed (16 application)  

▪ A sixth project from Round 2 Phase 1 was approved ($2000) 

▪ Two projects reimbursed $4000 and $2,207 co-contribution 

▪ Workshops – Agritourism, AgAdvisors, AgTech20 (postponed) 

▪ Pilot of one of the mentor’s new consulting software - 2 mentees 

▪ Committee meeting 12 April 

• Dirranbandi Hot Baths 

o Conceptual designs presented to Dirranbandi 17 March (operator submissions to be requested) 

o Appointment of engineers, quantity surveyors 

o Sourcing of products and recycled materials  

o Tendering Documents – Peak Services  

o Project Management  

• COVID-19 Business Support and Recovery 

o Small business support – Round 1&2 mentoring  

o Pacific Labour Scheme Updates  

o Business Training – workshops being planned, grant assistance 

• Exclusion Fencing 

o Requests for Proposals and appointment of consultant - economic data collection and outcomes (Hall 

Chadwick) 

o Economic Analysis include in Building better Regions Fund (BBRF) Application  

• Investment Attraction Prospectus (Balonne Shire and South west Queensland) 

o Trade and Investment Qld and EDO Investment attraction planning 

o Launch of #LoveSQ campaign – short videos on why you love SWQ 

o Promotion of the region - marketing plan, key events, and channels 

o Community Finder – profiling communities for regional migration 

o Five new enquiries – Ag (2), Education (2), Creative (1)  

o Follow up on existing enquiries and priority projects 

• Other 

o New management at Jacaranda Motel 

o COVID Recovery initiatives 

o Assistance with major event planning and applications  

o BBRF applications including economic analysis, economic and community benefits 

o Letters of Support  

o Various introductions/business development opportunities 

o Waterstart program 
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o ED update to Dirranbandi and Thallon Progress Associations  

o EDO weekly wraps (4) 

o BROC initiatives – childcare, inland rail, and other opportunities 

o Referral services in month - 32 

 

1.2 Events & Strategic Meetings 

• Community Consultation – Dirranbandi Thermal Baths  

• Regions Rising online conference – regional economic development  

• EDAC SWQROC – Investment Attraction project 

• Regional EDOs – regional economic development  

• AusIndustry visit – new Regional Manager DDSW 

• Working group sessions – BBRF applications  

• EDO Updates – Thallon Progress Association and Bollon Community Group 

• Community Finder sessions  

• Childcare centre meetings and requirements  

• Trade and Investment Queensland – FDI and export 

• Tourism – feasibility iconic project  

• Allied Health and emerging industries (AI Hub projects, space)  

• Managers/Strategic Officers meetings 

 

1.3 Business Activity and Lead Generation  

• One new investment enquiry in March 

• One investment announced – Tourism in March (2 jobs)  

• Follow up on investment lead pipeline and priority projects  

• Investment Attraction prospectus marketing plan 

• Projects emerging from Murray-Darling Basin Economic Development Program Business Mentoring program.  

 

 

1.4 Reporting 

• Bollon Community Group Update  

• Thallon Progress Association Update 

• EDO Weekly wraps (4) 

• Council report - February 2020 Economic Development update  

• Project Management – Business Mentoring and Dirranbandi Thermal Springs 

• Economic Development Activity report; and 

• Investment Summary Report 
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2.O Investments/Projects       

2.1 Existing Priority Projects Updates 

Project Status/Update 

Thallon Grain Upgrade All inland rail projects at Gate 2 – progressed to feasibility. Update of 
Council Mayor at SWQROC and feedback EY.  

Thallon Freight Hub BROC study to be combined with Goondiwindi project for next stage 
consideration  

Carrot Production No further announcements at this stage   

Mooramanna Feedlot Exclusion fencing roll out and plans in place for expansion. Monitoring. 

Fucheng (Westmar) No further announcements from the proponents. Followed up with State 
Government and Goondiwindi – nothing further 

Horticulture expansion Mentoring continuing with projects being identified. Moonrocks launch of 
online garlic sales. Two other protected cropping projects working on.  

Truck Fuel Stop No further activity on this project 

Cluster Exclusion Fencing Appointment of consultant for data collection.  

St George Aerodrome No further update 

St George Meat Processing Progressing with interested investment group and meatworks owner. State 
Development continuing to follow up, invest requirements 

Solar Farm St George Consultant engaged re; pre-feasibility renewable and alternative energy 
and potential for microgrids 

 

2.2  Investments Realised and Job Creation/Retention 

Investments YTD Project Value $ YTD Jobs YTD 

1 1 $150k $150k 3 3 

 

Council is currently working on a significant project that required support for a Building Better Regions Fund – 

infrastructure stream application. Grant teams’ meetings hosted in the month for the application. Investment announced 

was a tourism business. 

2.3 Project Pipeline Status – “Active” Projects (Includes Priority Projects) 

Sector Totals  Estimated timeframe*/stage Totals 

Agriculture 19  Mid 2021 13 

Aquaculture 3  Late 2021 12 

Education/Training 5  Early 2022 9 

Energy 3  Feasibility 27 

Food & Feed Processing 7  Concept 11 

Health and Medical 3  Monitoring 8 

Horticulture 9    

ICT 0    

Manufacturing 3    

Professional Services 2    

Property and Construction 3    

Retail/Wholesale 5    

Tourism 10    

Transport and Logistics 3    

Water 2    
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Other 5    

Totals 80  Totals 80 

3.0 Economic Development Activity 

3.1 New Business Enquiries 

In the month of March, there were five new business enquiries. Enquiries in agriculture (2), education (2) and tourism (1). 

In addition to the priority projects, the EDO will continue to follow up existing business enquiries.  

Enquiries Totals YTD  Sector Totals YTD 

New 3 11  Agriculture 2 5 

Expansion 2 5  Education/Training 2 2 

Total 5 16  Energy 0 1 

External 3 8  Health and Medical 0 1 

Local 2 8  Horticulture 0 0 

Total 5 16  ICT 0 0 

    Indigenous 0 0 

    Infrastructure 0 0 

    Manufacturing 0 0 

    Property 0 1 

    Retail 0 1 

    Tourism 1 4 

    Transport and Logistics 0 0 

    Other 0 1 

    Total 5 16 

 

3.2 Client Meetings 

During the month, there were 106 Economic Development related meetings of which 68 were external clients and 38 

were local clients. The purpose of these meetings is to engage and meet with key stakeholders, business champions, 

investment enablers and investors and business owners directly to promote the shire and identify business opportunities. 

Professional Services (42), Government (19), Agriculture (12) and Tourism and Sport (10) and were the most 

represented sectors. St George (22) and Brisbane (18) were the most represented areas. 

Sector Meetings YTD  Location Meetings YTD 

Agriculture 12 80  St George 22 166 

Creative 0 3  Dirranbandi 10 73 

Education/Training 3 15  Thallon 3 23 

Energy 0 1  Mungindi 1 4 

Government 19 80  Hebel 0 2 

Health/Medical 1 22  Nindigully 0 0 

Horticulture 1 48  Bollon 2 11 

ICT 1 1  Brisbane 18 91 

Indigenous 0 1  Gold Coast 4 19 

Infrastructure 1 2  Goondiwindi 8 41 

Manufact/Construct 0 6  Toowoomba 8 37 

Not for Profit 4 46  Roma 8 52 

Professional Services 42 224  Southern Downs 0 0 

Retail 6 33  Western Downs 0 7 

Tourism & Sport 10 58  Logan 0 8 

Transport 1 4  Queensland Other 7 19 

Other 5 23  Western Queensland 0 8 
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    Melbourne 0 2 

    Sydney 0 12 

    NSW Regional 11 48 

    VIC Regional 0 9 

    Canberra ACT 0 0 

    South Australia 3 12 

    Tasmania 0 0 

    Western Australia 0 0 

    International 0 1 

Total 106 646  Total 106 646 

 

3.3 Referrals 

Referrals are regarding introductions to government programs, advisors, mentors and other persons or government 

programs to assist local business growth and expansion.  A total of 32 business referrals and support services were 

recorded in the month of March.  Business referrals and assistance included: mentoring, business services, workshops, 

and business development. 

 Sector March 
2021 

YTD Notes 

Agriculture 3 34 Mentoring, Agtech 

Chamber & Progress Associations 1 8 Grants  

Education & Training  3 9 Childcare, STEM 

Environmental 0 1  

Government 2 11 Procurement  

Health & Medical 0 9  

Horticulture 2 40 Mentoring, labour scheme  

Indigenous 3 7 Mentoring, tourism and sport, childcare 

Industrial 0 0  

Manufacturing/construction 1 7 WDEF opportunities 

Not-For-Profit 4 16 Grants, major projects, events   

Retail 5 26 Mentoring, business events 

Professional Services 3 20 Mentoring, workshops, business services 

Tourism 3 19 Mentoring, events  

Other 2 11 Planning, grants  

Total 32 218  

 

4.0 Events and Strategic Meetings 

4.1 Relevant events attended/presented  

In March, 10 business events were held in the month.  Events included: regional EDO meetings, community 

consultations, investment attraction prospectus, Regions Rising online conference and strategic meetings.     

Event Date Purpose and Location Cost 

SWQROC EDAC Meeting  11-Mar Investment Attraction Project nil  

AI Hub Meeting 12-Mar Science and AI opportunities nil 

BBRF Projects Team 12-Mar Two submissions  nil  

EDO Regional  17-Mar Overview on state and economic 
development regional projects 

nil 

Dirranbandi Hot Baths 17-Mar Community Information session nil 
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Regions Rising – online conference 18-Mar Economic issues regional/remote 
Australia  

nil 

AusIndustry meeting (new Regional 
Manager DDSW) 

22-Mar Regional visit re: AusIndustry 
programs 

nil 

Council workshop  23-Mar Iconic tourism project TBC 

Community Finder 25-Mar Community online portal – those 
looking to relocate 

nil 

Trade & Investment Queensland 31-Mar Trade and export opportunities nil 

AgTech Mungindi20 31-Mar 
(Postponed) 

Business Mentoring 6-8 attendees, 
registration, and transport 

nil  

 
4.2 Upcoming and proposed events/meetings 
 

Event Date Purpose and Location Cost 

Murray-Darling Leadership 31 Mar – 1 Apr MDA Dirranbandi nil 

Thallon Progress Association 6-April EDO Update nil 

Murray-Darling Leadership 6-7 April MDA St George nil 

QSBM initiatives 9-April Applications close for QSBM funding nil 

MDB EDP projects 12-April Closing date for applications nil 

Bruce Campbell Business 
Seminar 

13-April Business coaching St George  nil 

St George and District Chamber 
of Commerce meeting 

14 -April EDO update  nil 

Dirranbandi Progress 
Association Meeting 

19 -April EDO update nil 

GRIN event in Goondiwindi 20 -April Agtech innovation site visits nil 

QFF and Air BnB 20 & 21 April Farm stays webinars nil 

Connect Ag – AgAdvisors 
Breakfast & Workshop 

21-April Agricultural advisors, decision making 
workshops 

nil 

AgFutures Funding 22-April AgTech project applications due nil 

Procurement Workshops – 
Balonne Shire Council and 
Queensland Government 

28 April Procurement opportunities – St George and 
Dirranbandi 

$600 

Connect Tourism – Customer 
Service workshop 

29-April Farm stays and Agritourism workshop and 1 
on 1 sessions 

nil 

QSBM - Mother’s Day Event 
and small business display 

4-May Mother’s Day and small business showcase nil 

Thallon Progress Association 4-May EDO Update nil 

Queensland Small Business 
Month (QSBM) – Kick off 
Breakfast TBC 

May TBC Kick-off event for Queensland Small 
Business Month 

Nil 

St George and District Chamber 
of Commerce meeting 

12-May EDO Update nil 

Emerging Industries event 
(science events) 

End of May  AI, emerging industry opportunities and 
education for schools 

Nil 

 
 

Attachments 

Nil  
 

 
Matthew Magin 
Chief Executive Officer  



 

 

IOCEO3 
 

Page 419 of 461 15 April 2021 

 

 

OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report - Community and Library Services 

DATE: 08.04.21  

AGENDA REF: IOCEO3 

AUTHOR: Mariella Perez - Community Development Officer  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

March Monthly Managers Report for Community and Libraries 
 

Executive Summary 

Communities Activities 

Background 

• Sport & Rec: - Users Group meetings for Rowden Park and Showgrounds at St George, Dirranbandi, 
Hebel, and Bollon. Minutes have been distributed and groups have prioritised projects. The draft 
minutes for these are available in SharePoint.   

• Youth: - Goondir’s Big Buddy Program have produced video to advertise the Balonne Shire Youth 
Council. This has been uploaded to SharePoint for viewing. Now the video is complete, work on 
distributing it and copies of the application/nomination forms to schools in next term.  

• Multicultural: - Business & Skilled Migration QLD and Home Affairs have run free visa information 
sessions (one in person, one webinar) for businesses and employers interested in learning more 
about employing staff on different visas. Working with Home Affairs and members of our Tongan, 
and other Pasifika communities to organise a visa information session after Easter. This is aimed at 
providing general information about visa options, particularly related to the changes brought about by 
COVID. Will advertise accordingly once dates are confirmed.  

• Qld Health Community Advisory Network (CAN); - Nomination of the Community Development and 
Cultural Services Manager for membership of the St George Community Advisory network has been 
endorsed by Qld Health. The role of the CAN is to engage with their local communities and provide 
feedback to the Board about local health matters and needs. The overarching goal is to improve 
health outcomes in communities. 

• The Tackling Regional Adversity through Integrated Care (TRAIC) grant program is to enable 
Queensland communities affected by adversity associated with drought, disaster, and other crises to 
build community resilience to withstand and recover from adversity. The Building Stronger 
Communities project aims to: Build community cohesion so community groups, agencies, and 
businesses together can work together to improve the quality of life for residents. Increase 
knowledge of support services and access available in each area through a community event. 
Creating a Community Plan that provides a future vision for a thriving community. Current programs 
include the Blue Tree/ bench program, Red Bench projects. (TRAIC) consultation document and 
survey are completed and will go live on the Council website after Easter. Upcoming projects include 
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Permaculture Gardening workshops to be held in Thallon and Bollon, Partnership programs with 
community groups and Qld Health aimed at providing opportunities for people to come together in 
accordance with the funding providers approved project plan.  

• RADF: - Round 2 for 2020/2021 Financial Year is completed. Applications have been assessed by 
the RADF Committee.  

• RADF 2021-2022 Annual Bid Application submitted - RADF Committee unanimously decided to 
support a RADF application for the2021-2022 financial year that includes rolling over 2020-2021 
surplus funds for future rounds and to apply for $10,000 to review and upgrade the current 
guidelines, application, and assessment criteria. The minutes for this meeting are available in 
SharePoint. 

• Library Hub: - 95% detailed designs have been submitted with only minor alterations required. EOI 
for construction are in panel members to review and send invitations for tender to successful 
applicants. Invitation to tender on demolition going to successful applicants. Detailed Architectural 
design pack uploaded to SharePoint.   

• Community consultations: - Nearly all communities have had an opportunity to attend consultations 
in their own township. Consultation focused on Community Development, Engagement and 
Communications, Arts and Grants, TRAIC funding projects. The only community yet to have the 
opportunity for a consultation workshop is Mungindi. Over 60 residents in all attended events or 
provided input via phone with the greatest attendance being in Thallon and Hebel. Telephone 
conversations have been had with residents who were unable to attend, and their input has been 
added to onsite consultation data. Data is yet to be fully analysed, however sufficient 
direction/messaging is available to develop a survey for wider distribution.  

• Childcare survey has been formulated to assist Economic Development and DBS with seeking a 
provider for Dirranbandi and Mungindi. This will need to be a neighbouring Councils project as not all 
residents who will utilise childcare will live exclusively in Balonne Shire.  

• Transport mapping survey is being prepared to go to all service providers to be able to ascertain 
what transport options residents have and if these can be extended to non-clientele of responding 
services.  

• LDMG workshop conducted by Sunwater on Beardmore dam and evacuation. Training undertaken 
from District re evacuation planning with a COVID-19 overlay. LDMG meetings re Mungindi and 
flooding.  

• Our Communities team field a range of requests and questions from members of not only the 
Balonne Shire but also interested service providers from other areas. They have also supported 
other units with information/contacts sharing, and graphic design. One (1) of our team has 
undertaken 5 Day Safety Representative training. Two (2) members will undertake 2-day leadership 
program as a part of professional development.  

Library Services 

• Dirranbandi library has been rearranged to be more mums and bubs friendly enabling a ramping up of 
the under 5s programming.  

• First 5 Forever programs are going well with new children becoming involved at both Dirranbandi and 
St George Libraries.  
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• April school holiday program has been developed and will be delivered with at least one workshop in 

each of our townships that have a library. Flyer is attached.  

• Thallon Library has been closed for 2 weeks and is anticipated to have further closures due to flooding 
preventing librarians from accessing the facility which will adversely affect borrowing numbers. 

Total Monthly loans    

A total of 1743 items borrowed for the month of March. Increased borrowings were seen to some extent across 
most libraries except for Bollon. This may be due to closures of the library for a least 2 full days due to 
unavailability of casuals to fill staff absences.   

 
Total Monthly Membership  
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A total of 14 new members were aquired through the St George (10), Hebel (3) and Thallon (1) libraries for the 

month of March.

 

Community Grants and Assistance 
In March 2021, Council had 0 sponsorship requests. 

As of 28 February 2021, Council had approved 15 applications for assistance through the 2020/21 Community 
Grants and Assistance program, totalling $19,893.10 for 2020/21. This compares with 21 applications with a 
total value of $21,239 in 2019/20.  
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Attachments 

Nil  
 

 
Elizabeth Jones 
Community Development & Cultural Services Manager  
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Monthly report for March - Finance and Corporate Services 425 

ICFS2 GRANTS - MONTHLY 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report Director Finance & Corporate Services 

DATE: 01.04.21  

AGENDA REF: ICFS1 

AUTHOR: Michelle Clarke - Director Finance & Corporate Services  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Monthly report for March - Finance and Corporate Services 
 

Land – Legal matters 

• Agreement reached for last earth levee matter with works pending 

• 1 Agreement for block wall levee with landholder solicitor pending bank consent 

• Remaining outstanding agreements for block wall  - reminders to be sent 

• St George Netball Trustee Lease sent to Netball Association  

• Follow up with Solicitors made on Rugby Union Girl Guides Building as not yet received 

• Dirranbandi Showgrounds Trustee Lease underway 

• Memorandum of Understanding for Rural Transaction Centre, Country University Centre and Balonne 
Shire underway 

• Swimming Pool proposed lease near complete 

• St George Aviation project subdivision RFQ multi party evaluation underway 

• Thallon GrainCorp Camping Grounds – working with Infrastructure on Traffic Management Plan and 
Signage plan so lease documentation can be finalised 

• Horse permit issued for land adjacent St George aerodrome – investigating lease arrangements 

• Finalising changes to confidentiality agreement 

• Feedback provided to Moree Plains Regional Council on standing agreement for water supply 

• Legal opinion and meeting to co-ordinate works for library site and Caltex site 

• Showgrounds Caretaker arrangements finalised and documented 

IT Vision project 

• IT Vision: 
o Action plan 90% complete 

o Asset register complete 

o Oncosts journaled – behind schedule 

o Debtor reconciliations – near complete 

o Refresher training – 4 sessions completed and recorded 

• Rates levy completed mid-February 

• Revenue/Expenditure report – now being utilised for budget 2021/22 preparations 
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• Catch up with IT Vision  

Governance 

• Agenda and minutes completed for 18 March 2021 

• Special meetings scheduled for 29 April and 6 May with the 20 May ordinary meeting moved to 27 
May 

• Quarter 3 report has commenced 

• New training officer roles implemented and continuing to work on the requirements of the WHS Audit 
and ensure that processes in place to capture all required information 

• Departments working on their Operational Plan for 2021/22 

• Operational Risk review workshops will be scheduled in May with all Departments 

• Met with Jardine Lloyd Thompson to finalise Insurance disclosure requirements 

• Established working group for project management framework to ensure consistent approach across all 
Departments 

• Project continuing to have all records stored in MAGIQ and preparing new folder structure 

Grants 

• Refer to monthly report 

Administrative Action Complaints 

• 1 report to CCC resolved 

Staffing 

• Assisted departments with 3 disciplinary matters 

• FCS staffing at full compliment 

• Code of Conduct training scheduled for all staff in May 

• Performance management training scheduled for all managers/supervisors in May 

• Finance & Corporate Services will receive professional development/time management training session 
14/15 April (1/2 day per person) 

• Revised template for position descriptions to be implemented 

• Awaiting Pulse Survey proposal to do a ‘health check’ on staff ahead of full employee engagement survey 
in 2021/22 

• Logo appointment assisting with on the job training and development of procedures for Rates Officer 

• Engagement of supplier for workplace cultural review (post poned due to COVID) 

Finance 

• Budget review completed in February however continuing to have significant budget amendments 
reported to Council in March and upcoming in April – mainly due to Flood recovery works approved by 
Queensland Reconstruction Authority 

• Valuations released by Valuer General’s office now uploaded to Synergy Soft 

• Work continues on rate modelling based on new valuation data – and will be presented to workshop 
on 22 April  

• River water charges still pending and to be finalised at 22 April workshop 

• External Auditors will complete interim audit remotely due to recent COVID lock down.  Audit plan 
approved by Audit & Risk Committee and staff have commenced collation of requested materials. 

• 2 internal audits completed for grant funded projects that were completed 

• 6 internal audits about to commence for grant funded projects 

• Audit & Risk Committee scheduled for 27 April  
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• Proforma Financial Statements underway 

• Budget 2021/22 workshops held with all Departments week commencing 26 March – expected to be 
completed by 16 April with budget workshop scheduled for 29 April 

• 8 April workshop will cover high level decision points for fees and charges, facility bookings and 
identification of projects for Works for Queensland and Local Roads Community Infrastructure funding 

• Attended Tropical Financial Workshop Toowoomba with Department of Local Government and 
Queensland Audit Office 

• Position papers underway for external audit 

• Rates discount period ended 26 March 

• Working with SWQROC with wind up of SWQLGA 

• Established working group for Asset Management to develop business case for new management 
system 

Procurement 

• R2 Special Rate Scheme WDEF sign ups (1 still remaining) 

• RFQ for IT Managed Services completed 

• RFQ for Employee Engagement Survey completed 

• St George Library Demolition and Construction EOI’s finalised (including public meetings) 

• St George Library Demolition and Construction tenders opened 

• St George Aerodrome Subdivision tender being assessed  

• 18 Request for quotes / tenders done in vendor panel for March 

• Dirran Thermal Springs & Dirran Dip documents in progress 

• 15 Overdue request still remaining in Vendor Panel 

• 72% of suppliers now fully compliant  

• Refresh of Plant Hire & Cleaning Services in progress 

• Dirranbandi Beautification Scheme progressing well – providing assistance with agreement variations as 
required 

• Range of procurement templates being established  

• Reviewed contracts module and Next Gen procurement ecosystem with Local Buy 
 
The following graph indicates an increase in January – March with RFQs still averaging 20 per month.   (Graph 
as at 01/04/2021).  
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Service requests 

 
In March Council received 494 service requests with 420 completed on time or 85%.  This meets the target.  A 
range of new reports and formats have been developed to assist management and Council to review service 
requests.  The internal audit was completed and implementation of the recommendations is underway. 
  

 
Service request completion via Department 
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Total number of requests completed 85% achieved for March 

 

 
 

Service requests received relating to roads from January to March 2021 
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The 3 months shown above indicates: 

• There was an increase in the number of gravel/sealed road maintenance service requests in March 

• Road condition reports was up in March (up from a total of 12 received in September which was the 
most in Q1 and 2) 

• Road signage remains steady 

• Road design remains steady 

• Main Road queries increased in March 

• Footpath service requests increased in March 
 

Information Technology 

Outages 

• 4 outages resolved 

• Planned Microsoft Patches completed 

• Planned Synergy Soft Release completed 

• IT Audit phased works out to Request for quotation 

• Guardian Emergency Dashboard Live and linked to Council website 

• Project team continuing to work on redevelopment of Council website 

• Managed IT Services – appointed Field Solutions Group and currently finalising transitional 
arrangements with site visit planned for week commencing 6 April 

• ICT Standing committee considered IT Budget 

• Project plan prepared for CCTV and Fibre project for new library hub – budget submission to be 
confirmed 

• ICT requirements for the Country University Centre installation near complete in both St George and 
Dirranbandi 

Other key projects/meetings 

Risk module 
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Working with Feddersens on streamlining risk management for safety with Enterprise Risk Management 
Framework review. 

Disaster Management 

Completion of Situation Reports for March 2021 flood event 

Country University Centre 

Provided support and assistance to the project as required and attended inaugural Board meeting as observer  

Other 

Participation in Library Hub project working group and Stage 2 and 3 cultural centre project working group 

Working on: 

• Operational Plan 2021/22 

• Budget documentation 2021/22 

• Fees & Charges schedule 

• Facility Bookings  
 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
   

 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Grants - Monthly Report 

DATE: 06.04.21  

AGENDA REF: ICFS2 

AUTHOR: Stephanie Price - Grants Officer  
  

 

Grants Information Report 

Grants update 6 February – 31 March 2021 
 

Grants Summary 

• Submitted Full Business Case Applications   5 

• Submitted Expression of Interest Applications  0 

• In-progress Full Business Case Applications   11 

• In-progress Expression of Interest Applications   3 

• Successful Full Business Case Applications   0 

• Successful Expression of Interest Applications   0 

• Unsuccessful Full Business Case Applications   0 

• Unsuccessful Expression of Interest Applications   0 
 

Attachments 

1. 15 April - Grants Monthly Information report.pdf ⇩  
   

 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  

 

CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_files/CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_Attachment_4205_1.PDF
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Department of Infrastructure Service's Monthly Report  

DATE: 03.04.21  

AGENDA REF: IIFS1 

AUTHOR: Billie Spackman - Administration Officer  
  

 

 Executive Summary 

From the Department of Infrastructure Services - reporting for the month of March 2021. 
 

0701-Main Roads Works 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached RMPC Supervisor’s report.  
0702-Private Works   

• Nil 
0400-Council Roads / Streets / Bridge Work  

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Works Supervisor’s report. 
0440-Aerodromes 

• Mowing and slashing has been completed at St George Aerodrome.  

• Routine maintenance and inspections are ongoing. 
0450-Plant and Equipment 

• Details are included in the attached Workshop Supervisor’s report. 
0510-Housing 

• Routine maintenance is ongoing. 
0520-Recreation and Sport  

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 
0521-Swimming Pools  

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

• Routine maintenance is ongoing. 
0530-Parks and Gardens 

• Mungindi Park has been closed due to flood water and bins and loose items have been removed.  

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 
0535-Halls/Civic/Cultural Centres 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

• Hebel Hall has been repaired and cleaned for bookings.  
0555-Showgrounds 

• St George Showgrounds is being prepped for St George Campdraft. 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 
0615-Cemeteries 

• Concrete beam at Thallon Cemetery was completed late March 2021. 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 
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0620-Street Cleaning 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 
625-Public Conveniences 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 
4000-Urban Wastewater 

• A Contractor has repaired sewerage jump up for Council at 162 St Georges Terrace, St George. 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 
5000-Urban Water 

• River water main upgrade on St Georges Terrace was completed early March 2021  

• Bore Water main upgrade on St Georges Terrace was completed early March 2021. 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 
Capital/Special Maintenance Works Progress 

• St George Splash Park concrete pad has been completed.  
Meetings / Training 

• Fortnightly IS meetings. 
Current Tenders 

• Aerodrome Subdivision Tender 
 

Attachments 

1. Balonne Shire Water Usage 2020-2021 - Period Ending 31 March 2021.pdf ⇩  
2. Plant Maintenance Report - Period Ending 31 March 2021.pdf ⇩  

3. Road Construction Report - Period Ending 31 March 2021.pdf ⇩  
4. Road Maintenance Report - Period Ending 31 March 2021.pdf ⇩  
5. Town Maintenance Report - Period Ending 31 March 2021.pdf ⇩  
   

 

 
Andrew Boardman 
Director Infrastructure Services  

 

CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_files/CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_Attachment_4206_1.PDF
CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_files/CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_Attachment_4206_2.PDF
CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_files/CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_Attachment_4206_3.PDF
CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_files/CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_Attachment_4206_4.PDF
CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_files/CO_15042021_AGN_431_AT_Attachment_4206_5.PDF
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report 

DATE: 03.04.21  

AGENDA REF: IIFS2 

AUTHOR: Ben Gardiner - Safety Advisor  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Monthly Safety information 
 

Injury Summary 
There was only 1 work incident reported during the month of March 2021. The incident was for 
plant damage and there were no injuries sustained. 
Using Council’s monthly average, the approximate number of hours worked is 12,683.24. Using 
these estimated hours worked, the current LTIFR (Lost Time Injury Frequency Rate) is decreased to 
8.39 Lost Time Injuries per million hours worked. 
 

Injury 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 

Strain/sprain 7 1 3 2 7 13 6 

Foreign body     6   2 1   

Bruise 1   3 1 4 4   

Cuts / Laceration 1 1 2 2   3 2 

Burns/scalds 2   1       1 

Skin irritation     1       1 

Weld flash   1           

Puncture 1       1 1 2 

Poisoning               

Fracture               
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Worksite Hazard Inspections 
A new Hazard Inspection Matrix for 2021- 2023 Financial Years is in the process of being 
developed, along with the Quarterly Action Plans and Hazard Inspection Matrix.  
An external Consultant has been engaged to undertake all Hazard Inspection across the Shire to 
give an indication of time and cost. This will take place mid to late April.  
 

Take 5 and Toolbox Talks 
The majority of the weekly Take 5’s will soon be completed via LMS. Staff without access to the 
LMS will have to complete a paper-based copy supplied by their Supervisor. 
 

Safety Inductions, Training & Information Sessions 
Recent Traffic Management Implementation renewal training has been undertaken to ensure staff 
compliance.  
Council Officers have been inducting their staff into the plant & vehicles that they operate. 
 

Calibrations, Inspections and Testing 
Lifting Equipment was inspected in early March. Managers and supervisors are to ensure that 
Electrical Test & Tag is completed in their areas. 
 

Plant Inductions 
Most staff have been inducted into their day-to-day vehicles. Council Officers should continue to 
complete these inductions to include all plant that Council staff are licensed/competent to 
operate. 
 

Safety Audit Documents that have been reviewed 
Feddersen Consulting have reviewed our Incident Report Form and sent another version for our 
review. Our WHS Management Plan 2021 – 2023 is in draft form and has been reviewed by 
Infrastructure Services Managers for comment. Once all comments on the WHS Management Plan 
2021 – 2023 are collated it will be forwarded to SLG then onto the Safety Committee for 
consultation and comment before adoption. 
 
 

Attachments 

Nil  
 

 
Andrew Boardman 
Director Infrastructure Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report Environment and Regulatory Services 

DATE: 06.04.21  

AGENDA REF: IERS1 

AUTHOR: Michelle Walters - Administration Officer  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

The Environment and Regulatory Services Report for the month of March 2021 is presented for Council’s 
information. 
 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT APPROVALS 
 
Building Approval March 2021 
 

BA 
No 

Applicant Owner Address Lot & Plan Builder Class Description  Value of 
Works  

Approval 
Date 

 NIL          

 
The value of building works is year-to-date. There was no change in March. 

 

 
 



 

 

IERS1 
 

Page 458 of 461 15 April 2021 

 

 
 
 

Development Applications 
 

Number Development Address Application Stage 

MCU 185 “Intensive Animal Industry” 
(45,000SSU Sheep Feedlot) 

‘Ballandool Station’, Ballandool 
Road Hebel  

Information Request 
Part 

MCU 188 “Intensive Animal Industry” 
(2,000SCU Cattle Feedlot) 

15035 Carnarvon Highway, St 
George 

Referral Part 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

 
Public Health 

• General health inspections were carried out.   

• There were no notifiable diseases reported during March 2021 

• There were three food recalls actioned in March 2021. 
 
Natural Environment 
 
Mosquito Management  

 

• Dirranbandi - Mosquito larvicide has been carried out throughout the township 

• Hebel - Mosquito larvicide has been carried out throughout the township 

• Thallon - Mosquito larvicide has been carried out throughout the township 

• Mungindi - Mosquito larvicide has been carried out throughout the township 

• Bollon – Nil action 

• St George - No action required 
 
Local Laws: 

• Monitoring continuing.  An investigation has been carried out in relation to a complaint received by Council. 
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Public Health: 

• Council continues to promote community awareness on safe practices during COVID-19 when running 
events, weddings, workshops, and other community gatherings 

• COVID-19-safe responses continue, especially hiring of Council facilities.  These responses are sent prior to 
the approval of the facility.   

• Council’s EHO has been helping community understand the pandemic restrictions during the Greater 
Brisbane lockdown.   

 
Wastewater Services: 

• Wastewater analysis continues each month.   
 

Urban Water Supplies: 

• Weekly microbiological samples of St George’s bore water supply were taken and tested. 

• Samples were taken and tested from all other towns during the period. 

• Subsequently NSW notified residents of Mungindi to boil water relating to turbidity. BSC conducted a 
precautionary check for e-coli without any significant result. NSW SES is making bottled water available.  
 

Waste Management: 

• All waste practices continue at a high standard at the St George Landfill. 

• Consultant Joel Harris of Resource Innovations and Council’s EHO presented the draft BSC Waste Disposal 
Strategy to a Council Workshop on 23 March 2021. 

• The illegal dumping of tyres project, funded by the Department of Environment, reached it’s 300 tonne quota at 
the end of the month.   The hotspot project is well underway with compliance notices being issued.  This project 
continues to gain strength.  Refer to attachment. 

 
Landfill Operation 

 

 St George Dirranbandi Thallon Bollon Hebel Nindigully 

Condition Reasonable Reasonable Good Good Good Transfer Station 

Concerns  Greenwaste Greenwaste Greenwaste   

 
 

RURAL LANDS AND COMPLIANCE 

 
Biosecurity and Environment 

• Chelmer 300kg Pig Grain. 

• Chelmer 60kg Dog Meat. 

• Alton Vale 300kg Pig Grain. 

• Alton Vale 60kg Dog Meat. 

• Narline 60kg Dog Meat. 

• Glencoe 1 x 200 Pail DE-K9 Baits. 

• Corflutes for Baiting Campaign arrived. 
 

• QMDCL commenced DTMR Roadside Herbicide Spraying. 

• TMR Firebreak Grading awarded through Vendor panel. 

• Project Officer preparing DTMR Claim paperwork for the Element 5 & 6 of funding.  

• New Fence constructed on Thuraggi Reserve with boundary of Stock Route. 

• St George Town Common Firebreaks. 

• Sandy-lands section of Stock Route slashed. 
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• Town Common locks obtained. 

• DrumMUSTER Claim for reimbursement is to be processed.  
 
Future & Current Grant Funding 

• Established Pest Animal and Weed Management – Diversification of Weed Management through 
Cultural Burning Deed signed and sent to the Department. Waiting on fully executed deed to be 
returned to commence Project Work 1 May 2021. 

• Application through the Queensland Resilience & Risk Reduction Fund 2020-21 (QRRRF), Effective 
Management of Broadscale Fuel Reduction through Burning (Traditional and Cultural) and Fire break 
grading in assisting with wildfire control due 7 April 2021. 

• Murray-Darling Basin Economic Development Program – Round 3, Officers are preparing 
documentation and finalising the application information for the WDEF grant in collaboration with 
PEAK Services due 12 April 2021. 

• Queensland Feral Pest Initiative – Round 6, Officers are preparing an Application for Biological 
Control of Cactus Management across the Balonne Shire due 28 April 2021. 

• Queensland Feral Pest Initiative – Round 6, Officers are preparing an Application for a project for 
Aerial Baiting and other control measure for research of effectiveness due 28 April 2021. 

• Queensland Feral Pest Initiative – Round 6, Officers are preparing an Application for the Local 
Government Assistance Program for the future of 1080 Baiting due 28 April 2021. 

• Project Support Officer currently finalising the Final Acquittal for the Regional Economic Diversification 
Program – Strategic Fencing (Project 9) and the Communities Combating Pests and Weed Impacts 
during Drought – Maranoa and Moonie River Catchment Weed Management Funding.  
 

Wild Dog Exclusion Fencing (WDEF) 
• Wirraninna Initial Inspection.  

• Toorumbee Gravel Pit Overburden Inspection 100%. 

• Jakelwar Initial Inspection. 

• Trafalgar Initial Inspection. 

• Oinmurra 100% Inspection. 

• Kendal 5 Metre Veg Clearing Inspection. 

• Lakeside Delivery. 

• Warroo Delivery Parts 5,6. 

• Minoo Initial Delivery 100% Complete. 

• Oakey Park Delivery Parts 5,6. 

• Myall Grove Initial Delivery 100% Complete. 

• Willow Park Initial Delivery 100% Complete. 

• Openbah Delivery Part 2. 

• Katoota Initial Inspection. 

• Wing Inspections (Bryan Payne) booked for the beginning of April and preparation of approval 
permits for the wings progressing.  

• Two legal matters with variations and exclusion fence matters completed.  

• Three (3) Special Rate Scheme Round 1 landholders have had Practical Completion letters issued.  

• Two (2) Murray-Darling funded Landholders have had Practical Completion Letters issued.  
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Stock Routes 

• Bollon Town Common inspection. 

• Stock Route patrols. 

• Water Facility patrols. 

• Capital Works funding Expression of Interest revised for re-submission. 

• Facility inspections updated and lodge in the Stock Route Management System.  
 
Compliance/Local Laws 

• Continuing with the desexing & microchipping program with St George Vets 

• After hours patrols of St George for wandering dogs 

• Patrols done of Dirranbandi, Mungindi, and Bollon 

• Regular Pound maintenance 

• One dog and cat in pound 
 

Financial and Resource Implications 
Activity achieved within existing operational and capital budgets. 
 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
   

 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Environment & Regulatory Services  
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