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ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS 

1. Opening 

2. Council Prayer 

3. Attendance 
 Expected attendance of this meeting is as follows:     

Councillors  Staff/Consultants  

Cr RW Marsh 
(Mayor) 

-Full Meeting Mr Matthew Magin (Chief Executive 
Officer) 

-Whole 
Meeting 

Cr RG Fuhrmeister -Full Meeting Mrs Michelle Clarke (Director Finance & 
Corporate Services) 

-As required 
for FCS 

Cr FM Gaske -Full Meeting Mr Ross Drabble (Director Infrastructure 
Services) 

-As required 
for IFS 

Cr SC O’Toole -Full Meeting Mr Jamie Gorry (Director Community & 
Environmental Services) 

-As required 
for CES 

Cr  RI  Paul -Full Meeting   

Cr SS Scriven -Full Meeting   

Cr ID Todd -Full Meeting   
 

 
 

 
 

4. Leave of Absence  

5. (COM) Confirmation of Minutes of the General Meeting held on 18 May, 2017. 

6. Declaration of Conflicts of Interest 

7. Deputations   

Nil 

8. Councillor Reports 

9. Meeting Business by Corporate Function  

Chief Executive Officer 

Finance & Corporate Services  

Infrastructure Services  

Community & Environmental Services  

10. Confidential Items 

Chief Executive Officer  

Finance & Corporate Services  

Infrastructure Services  

Community & Environmental Services  

11. General Business 

12. Information Reports 

Chief Executive Officer  

Finance & Corporate Services  

Infrastructure Services  

Community & Environmental Services  
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 (FCS) FINANCE AND CORPORATE SERVICES 

ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

FCS1 ST GEORGE LEVEE BANK 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE - 
MINUTES 17 MAY 2017 

St George Levee Bank Advisory Committee Minutes 17 May 
2017.  

4 

FCS2 ICT STRATEGY 2017-2022 Information, Communication and Technology Strategy 2017 - 
2022 

8 

FCS3 FEES AND CHARGES 
SCHEDULE 2017-2018 

Fees and Charges for 2017-18 51 

FCS4 FINANCE MANAGEMENT 
REPORT FOR PERIOD 
ENDED 31 MAY 2017 

Financial Management Report for the period ended 31 May 
2017.  

77 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: St George Levee Bank Advisory Committee - Minutes 17 May 2017 

DATE: 06.06.17  

AGENDA REF: FCS1 

AUTHOR: Michelle Clarke - Director Finance & Corporate Services  
  

 

Executive Summary 

St George Levee Bank Advisory Committee Minutes 17 May 2017. 
 

Background 

The St George Levee Bank Advisory Committee met on 17 May 2017 and the minutes of the meeting are 
presented for council to receive. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Function Key Program Area 

Strong & Resilient Communities Disaster Management: To facilitate the development of disaster 
mitigation strategies and provide effective disaster and emergency 
planning and response services in conjunction with the community 
and emergency service organisations.  

Consultation (internal/external) 

St George Levee Bank Advisory Committee 

Legal Implications 

Nil 

Policy Implications 

Nil 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Nil 
 

Attachments 

1. 20170517 St George Levee Bank Advisory Committee Minutes-FINAL.pdf ⇩  
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Recommendation/s 

 
That Council receive the minutes of the St George Levee Bank Advisory Committee 17 May 2017. 
 

Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: ICT Strategy 2017-2022 

DATE: 06.06.17  

AGENDA REF: FCS2 

AUTHOR: Michelle Clarke - Director Finance & Corporate Services  
  

 

Executive Summary 

Information, Communication and Technology Strategy 2017 - 2022 
 

Background 

Council resolved to develop an ICT Strategy and engaged the services of the Frame Group.  Over a number of 
weeks and extensive consultation with the ICT Steering committee, Senior Leadership Group and relevant 
staff the final draft of the ICT Strategy 2017-2022 is now ready for adoption. 
 
A number of recommendations for implementation have been included as part of the budget considerations for 
2017/18 including: 
 

 Upgrade of council’s internet monthly connection fee to $1800 per month – while this will increase 
overall annual cost it will greatly improve council’s ability to perform; 

 Fibre optic cable to the Works Depot – to develop the Works Depot as a Disaster Co-ordination Centre 
and to improve the reliability of internet and enterprise wide connections for Infrastructure Services. 

 Development of a Business Continuity Plan – that will cover resilience for our ICT systems other 
critical business functions across council; 

 Replacement program for council’s PCs and computer hardware – council’s current stock of PCs and 
computer hardware is ending their useful life and additional funds have been allowed to progressively 
replace all over a three year period; 

 Upgrade of library computers and hardware (including licensing). 
 
A range of other administrative and governance recommendations are proposed for implementation in the first 
year of the strategy as outlined on page 23. 
 
The ICT Strategy is a comprehensive plan for council’s future ICT needs and the actions arising from the 
strategy will improve council’s overall management of its technological requirements into the future. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Function Key Program Area 

Inclusive & Ethical Governance  Corporate Governance: To provide effective organisational 
leadership through strategic planning, accountability and ethical 
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standards of practice.   

Consultation (internal/external) 

ICT Steering Committee 
Senior Leadership Group 
Relevant staff 
The Frame Group 
Telstra 

Legal Implications 

Nil 

Policy Implications 

A range of policies and governance recommendations are included in the strategy for implementation. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

There is $20,000 to be paid in 2017/18 for the development of the ICT Strategy.   
 

Attachments 

1. FINALDRAFT Balonne Shire Council ICT Strategy 2017-2022 vs 1.0.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council adopt the ICT Strategy 2017-2022, and implement subject to budget constraints. 
 
 

Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Fees and Charges Schedule 2017-2018 

DATE: 06.06.17  

AGENDA REF: FCS3 

AUTHOR: Karen Searle - Manager Financial Services  
  

 

Executive Summary 

Fees and Charges for 2017-18 
 

Background 

In accordance with S97 of the Local Government Act 2009 set Cost Recovery Fees and Charges for the 
provision of various activities that Council undertakes.  Council also establishes Commercial Charges for 
services that may be provided by council and other private providers. 
 
Generally these are set in conjunction with the budget meeting, however the schedule may be set or amended 
by resolution at any time.  Until new fees and charges are adopted by resolution, the current fees and charges 
will remain in force.  By adopting the fees and charges at the June meeting, Council will be able charge the 
revised fees and charges from 1 July 2017, including issue of dog registration renewals early July 2017. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Function Key Program Area 

Inclusive & Ethical Governance  Financial Management: To ensure the long term viability of the Shire 
and provide accountability in financial management. 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Councillors, Senior Leadership Group and staff 

Legal Implications 

Establishes Cost Recovery Fees in accordance with Section 97 of the Local Government Act. 

Policy Implications 

Revenue Policy and Revenue Statement  

Financial and Resource Implications 

Fees are charged to offset the cost of providing services.  In a number of cases, fees will not cover the full cost 
of service provision.  Fees and Charges represent approximately 1.2% of Councils operating revenue. 
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Attachments 

1. FeesandCharges 1718 final.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That The Register of Cost Recovery Fees and Commercial Charges for the 2017/2018 financial year be 
adopted. 
 
 

Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Finance Management Report for period ended 31 May 2017 

DATE:   

AGENDA REF: FCS4 

AUTHOR: Karen Searle - Manager Financial Services  
  

 

Executive Summary 

Financial Management Report for the period ended 31 May 2017. 
 

Attachments 

1. MonthlyFinanceReport 31 May 2017.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

That the monthly Financial Management Report for the period ending 31 May 2017, as tabled, be received and 
noted. 
 
 

Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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(IFS) INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 

ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 
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(CES) COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

CES1 UNALLOCATED STATE 
LAND (LOT 39 USL47402) 
ALONG SECTION OF ST 
GEORGE RIVER 
FORESHORE 

The purpose of this report is for Council to decide on the 
preferred option and course of action in relation to tenure of 
identified unallocated state land Lot 39 USL47402 located on the 
St George River Foreshore.   

88 

CES2 MCU 156 APPLICATION 
FOR MATERIAL CHANGE 
OF USE - UNDEFINED USE 
(RENEWABLE ENERGY 
FACILITY - SOLAR 
PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) 
FARM - "KINLYN" 565 
SALMON ROAD, ST 
GEORGE DESCRIBED AS 
LOT 61 ON BEL5321  

Council has received a development application for MCU 156 
Application for Material Change Of Use - Undefined Use 
(Renewable Energy Facility - Solar Photovoltaic (PV) Farm - 
"Kinlyn" 565 Salmon Road, St George described as Lot 61 on 
BEL5321  

94 

CES3 RL 90 - APPLICATION FOR 
RECONFIGURATION OF A 
LOT - 1 TO 3 LOT 
SUBDIVISION - 'OUTLANDS 
FARM' 425 WAGOO ROAD, 
ST GEORGE AFFECTING 
LAND DESCRIBED AS LOT 
10 ON SP144469  

Council has received a development application from the owner 
for Reconfiguration of a Lot specifically a 1 to 3 lot subdivision 
located at ‘Outlands Farm’ 425 Wagoo Road, St George 
described as Lot 10 on SP144469.  

166 

CES4 COMMUNITY DONATIONS, 
SPONSORSHIP & GRANTS 
APPLICATION - HEALTH 
AND FITNESS IN 
DIRRANBANDI 

Council has received a sponsorship request to support weekly 
health and fitness classes in Dirranbandi.  

187 

CES5 COMMUNITY DROUGHT 
SUPPORT FUNDING - 
ROUND 2 

Distribution of round 2 2017 Community Drought Support 
funding.  

195 

CES6 NAIDOC WEEK  NAIDOC week: 2 – 9 July 2017. 

NAIDOC Week celebrations are held across Australia each July 
to celebrate the history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples. NAIDOC is celebrated not 
only in Indigenous communities, but by Australians from all 
walks of life.  

216 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: 
Unallocated State Land (Lot 39 USL47402) along section of St George River 
Foreshore 

DATE: 01.06.17  

AGENDA REF: CES1 

AUTHOR: Fiona Macleod - Planning & Development Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

The purpose of this report is for Council to decide on the preferred option and course of action in relation to 
tenure of identified unallocated state land Lot 39 USL47402 located on the St George River Foreshore.   
 

Background 

On 15th February 2017 Balonne Shire Council officers had a meeting to discuss matters with the Department of 
Natural Resources and Mines (DNRM) Roma officers. During these discussions it was brought to Balonne 
Shire officer’s attention that there is an identified Unallocated State Land (USL) parcel located in St George 
Township along the Balonne River foreshore.  
 
Specifically, the land in question is identified as Lot 39 on USL47402 (see attachment 1). The land is located 
within St George township adjacent to the Balonne River Foreshore for a length of approximately 384 metres 
and has a total area of 1.71 hectares (see figure 1 below).  
 
The unallocated state land has the following interfaces; 

 North: Balonne River 

 South: St George Terrace  

 East: Reserve for Park and Recreation 

 West: St George Terrace ‘Riverwalk’ 
 
Given the nature of the existing and proposed works over the Unallocated State Land, DNRM has advised that 
the tenure of the land be revised by Balonne Shire Council. Importantly noted, the current tenure of the land 
does not allow any works to occur without prior consent and notification occurring to both state and native title 
parties.  It is understood that this parcel of land currently is occupied by a walking track and boat ramp which 
both are designated in an infrastructure project for upgrades. Until the tenure can be resolved no capital works 
can technically occur on the subject land.  
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Figure 1 – Locality Plan of identified Unallocated State Land within St George Balonne River 
Foreshore -  Lot 39 USL47402 

 
 
DNRM Officers have advised Balonne Shire Council that in the case of this USL land parcel, the following 
options are available to resolve the tenure issue. (see attachment 2): 
  
Option 1:  
Open the entire area as road (Used as bike track, footpath, parking, access to boat ramp) which would be a 
continuation of the tenure along the esplanade. 
 
Option 2:  
Gazette the area for park and/or recreation purposes. This would allow the area to be developed substantially 
in terms of this purpose.  
 
Option 3:  
Deed of Grant in favour of Balonne Shire Council. This would allow the area to be used for whatever purpose 
Council requires the land for.  
 
After consultation between both Council’s Infrastructure and Community and Environmental Sustainability 
Departments, it is considered that Option 1 (Open entire area as road) is the best suited with respect to 
tenure, given both the existing and proposed uses of the land. Specifically, the following reasons justify both 
Council departments’ perspective on opening the unallocated state land area as road;  
 

 A large portion of the existing St George River foreshore is currently utilised for the same purpose as 
the Unallocated State Land and is identified as being road reserve, forming part of St George Terrace.  
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 The existing and anticipated function and purpose of this area along the Balonne River foreshore is for 
bike track, footpath, parking and access to the boat ramp. It is considered this use and any future 
development proposed to occur here would be consistent with the opening of a road reserve over the 
subject land.  

 Opening the area as a road is considered to be less resource intensive both financially and time (see 
attachment 2 for DNRM details on option processes that would be required to be conducted).  

Link to Corporate Plan 

Function Key Program Area 

Strong & Resilient Communities Parks & Recreation: To maintain parks, open spaces recreational 
and sporting facilities for the enjoyment and well-being of the 
community.  

Consultation (internal/external) 

Internal: 
Director of Community and Environmental Services – Jamie Gorry 
Director of Infrastructure Services – Ross Drabble 
 
External: 
Department of Natural Resources and Mines – Tania MacKenzie 

Legal Implications 

Yes – given the area identified is currently tenured Unallocated State Land, no project works can occur on the 
land without both consent from the state, and native title procedures adhered to. Technically, the as 
constructed works on the foreshore are also not permitted without formal permissions. The tenure matter 
needs to be resolved prior to any projects going ahead or further maintenance works occurring along this 
section of the foreshore. Any works proposed / occurring are currently contravening the tenure of the land. 
Therefore, Council could be open to legal implications if works proceed without this matter being first resolved. 
The existing works established along this section of the St George River Foreshore need to be brought into 
compliance with the tenure of the land.   

Policy Implications 

No 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Yes – whatever the resolution that Council proceeds with there will be both financial and resource implications 
with sorting out the tenure over the land. Specifically to name a few, drafting an application as well as 
engaging consultants to draft a survey plan. Regardless of the resolution there will be costs associated with 
any option chosen to resolve the tenure.  
 

Attachments 

1. Attachment 1 - Current Title Lot 39 CP USL47402.pdf ⇩  
2. Attachment 2 - DNRM Response Tenure Options for Unallocated State Land Lot 39 CP 

USL47402.pdf ⇩  
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Recommendation/s 

 
That: 

1. Council receives this report. 
 

2. Council apply to DNRM to open the entire unallocated state land area identified as Lot 39 on 
USL47402 as road; or  

 
3. Council apply to DNRM to gazette the unallocated state land area identified as Lot 39 on USL47402 

for park and/or recreation purposes; or  
 

4. Council apply to DNRM for a deed of grant over the unallocated state land area identified as Lot 39 
on USL47402 in favour of Balonne Shire Council.  

 
 

Jamie Gorry 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: 
MCU 156 Application for Material Change Of Use - Undefined Use (Renewable 
Energy Facility - Solar Photovoltaic (PV) Farm - "Kinlyn" 565 Salmon Road, St 
George described as Lot 61 on BEL5321  

DATE:   

AGENDA REF: CES2 

AUTHOR: Fiona Macleod - Planning & Development Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

Council has received a development application for MCU 156 Application for Material Change Of Use - 
Undefined Use (Renewable Energy Facility - Solar Photovoltaic (PV) Farm - "Kinlyn" 565 Salmon Road, St 
George described as Lot 61 on BEL5321  
 

Background 

Applicant: Sun Spot 2 Pty Ltd c/- RPS Australia East Pty Ltd 

Owner Of Land: Roy W & Roslyn K King 

Land description  & Area: Lot  61 on BEL5321  (194.2 hectares total lot area)   

Zone / Precinct :  Rural Zone  

Overlay: N/A 

Proposal:  
 

Material Change of Use – Undefined Use (Renewable Energy Facility – 
Solar Photovoltaic (PV) Farm) 

Proposal Assessment category:  
 

Impact  Assessment 

Referral / Concurrency Agencies: None 

Submissions : No submissions received as at 31 May 2017 

 
PROPOSAL 
The proposal is for a Renewable Energy Facility – Solar Photovoltaic (PV) farm located in the front western 
section of the property known as “Kinlyn” located at 565 Salmon Road, St George (see Figure 1 for 
development location). The proposed development involves establishing a solar photovoltaic (PV) farm with a 
generation capacity of approximately 24 Mega Watts (MW) over an area of approximately 83 hectares. The 
proposed solar farm will involve the placement of a series of arrays across the property, inverters, a switching 
station and a site office all of which will be contained to the outlined development area. The development 
seeks to provide for a renewable energy source that can support the electricity demands of the network and 
provide aid to Queensland renewable energy target. 
 
The existing use of the property is currently for residential (a single dwelling is located on the property) and 
limited agricultural grazing purposes. The property is largely cleared and the only area of remanent vegetation 
is contained on the eastern boundary of the lot. The development will not encroach or be in close proximity to 
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this sensitive vegetated area given its location is to be along the front west boundary (i.e. Salmon Road). 
While there is some remnant vegetation identified on the stock route along Salmon Road, it is considered that 
the setback of the development area from the shared boundary of 22.5 metres provides sufficient clearance. 
No vegetation is to be cleared to facilitate the development.  
 
The property where the proposed solar farm is to be located has the following interfaces; 

- North = Lot 88 BLM809788 Reserve – ‘Pound’ (vacant vegetated state land parcel) 
- South = Unnamed Gazetted Local Government Road (not maintained by Council) 
- East = Lot 12 CP898986 Reserve – ‘Town Extension’ (vacant vegetated state land parcel) 
- West = Salmon Road (bitumen sealed road maintained by Council)  

 
Access to the property will continue to be via an existing access driveway off Salmon Road to the west. 
Existing on site internal access driveways will facilitate vehicle movement on the site. It is considered that 
vehicle movement in the day to day operations of the solar farm will be limited and the only time of increased 
vehicle activity will be during the construction phase. Importantly recognised, Salmon Road is part of the Stock 
Route. The activities are not proposed to occur on any area of the road reserve (stock route) with only a small 
section of access road proposed to impede the route. As stated previously will utilise and existing access point 
off Salmon Road. Further details regarding access will be discussed in detail in the assessment section of this 
report. 
 
The proposed solar PV farm will consist of an arrangement of photovoltaic (PV) panels which will be placed on 
galvanised steel piles with the panels themselves being suspended. The panels will be single-axis tracking 
which tilt to follow the sun tracking east to west. The total height of the panels when erected will not exceed 
3.97 metres above natural ground level. It is intended that the solar farm will gain a connection to the 
substation located on the corner of Carnarvon Highway and Salmon Road. The development will connect to 
the existing distribution power line which runs through the site. The exact location of the individual placement 
of the panels is yet to be determined however, an overall development area where the panels are to be 
constrained to is provided. See Attachment 1 for detail of the proposed development layout. 
 

Figure 1 – Locality Plan of proposed development site within “Kinlyn” -  Lot 61 BEL5321 
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ASSESSMENT 
 

Desired Environmental Outcomes 
The application is subject to Impact Assessment and therefore requires assessment against the entirety of the 
Balonne Shire Planning Scheme. The following is an assessment of the proposal’s compliance with the 
relevant desired environmental outcomes sought for development within the Balonne Shire. 
 
Environment 
The proposed development will not adversely impact on environmentally significant areas, including wetlands, 
habitats, corridors and open spaces. Importantly, while the subject site does contain an area of mapped 
remnant vegetation and this area is identified as a matter of state environmental significance, the subject site 
designated for the proposed solar PV farm does not contain any such vegetation, is on identified cleared land 
and has substantial separation distance from the sensitive interface. The site is not identified as being 
susceptible to land degradation and conditions on any planning approval that issues can ensure stormwater 
management, erosion and sediment control are addressed on site.  
 
The development will not impact on water or air quality or impact on the biodiversity of the area beyond 
existing conditions. Importantly, the development is considered to create minimal impact to the natural features 
of the land given it is to be raised off the ground with only a pillar in the ground as the supporting structure. 
The operation of the solar panels for electricity generation is not considered to create any impact on existing 
natural site features. Appropriate conditioning will ensure that the proposed development does not result in 
adverse environmental impacts. The proposal does not impact on an identified place of historical, cultural or 
social significance.   
 
Economics 
The proposed development will encourage economic activity in the local area by providing an opportunity for 
temporary local employment during the construction stage.  
 
The site is occupied for light grazing purposes and the solar farm, given its minimal ground disturbance, is 
considered to be a compatible use, given that both operations can occur in conjunction to one another. The 
site is not identified as Good Quality Agricultural Land (GQAL). In addition to the above, the solar PV farm is 
intended to provide additional electricity supply to the network and is considered will provide a consistent 
supply of power to the Balonne Shire.  
 
Community Well-being & Lifestyle 
The proposed development site has existing access to Salmon Road which will continue to be utilised. The 
solar PV farm will not require connection to any additional infrastructure services. Additionally, the proposal will 
not have any unacceptable impacts on existing infrastructure networks. Traffic movements on and off the site 
is considered reasonable and will not negatively impact on the existing local road networks given the amount 
of vehicles is considered to be a minor increase to the existing conditions and will only occur during the 
construction stage. To ensure the solar PV farm has been appropriately considered the application has been 
referred to Council’s Infrastructure Department who have raised no concerns regarding impacts to Council 
Infrastructure. It is considered given the location of the solar farm that there will be no impact to existing 
townships within Balonne Shire and their function. Importantly, while access to the site is off Salmon Road 
which is identified as part of the stock route, a referral was conducted to Council’s Rural Services Manager 
who cited no concerns. The development is considered to be of minimal (low) impact and will not pose any 
heightened risk to property or persons beyond existing conditions.   
 
The proposed solar PV farm will not diminish the role and identity of St George and Dirranbandi as the main 
business and community centres for the shire as it will provide new jobs during the construction phase that are 
likely to be taken up by residents of these towns and others within Balonne Shire. 
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Rural Zone Code 
The proposed solar PV farm will enhance the economic potential of the Rural Zone and diversify the 
operations occurring on the land with the balance of the site continuing to remain suitable for rural purposes 
(grazing activities). It is considered that the solar farm is a consistent use within the rural zone and 
complements agricultural operations. The solar farm will not impact on the future activities over the land given 
that it is proposed for a 30 year period and the construction and layout of the solar panels will require minimal 
earthworks and ground disturbance. At the end of the lease the area of the development will be able to return 
for grazing or other rural purposes. Importantly noted, the area where the development is to occur is not 
identified as Good Quality Agricultural Land (GQAL). Potential adverse impacts from the use to the 
environment will be minimised through the conditions of any development permit granted. The development 
will not create any further impacts on water or air quality beyond existing conditions or adversely impact on the 
biodiversity of the area and conditions on any permit that issues will regulate and minimise off site impacts. 
With respect to impacts to surrounding properties, given the low impact nature of the development it is 
considered that impacts to surrounding land uses will remain as per current conditions. Given the solar panels 
height above natural ground, setback from all property boundaries and surrounding vegetation, the 
development will not be able to be viewed from the road or adjoining neighbours to the site. As previously 
stated and discussed further below, the application has been referred to Council’s infrastructure department 
regarding impacts to the local road network and any other infrastructure matters. No concerns have been 
raised and given the amount of vehicle movements anticipated, it is considered that the solar farm will not 
adversely affect the existing infrastructure and local government road network. No direct access is provided to 
the state controlled road network for the solar farm. Given the property has largely been cleared of vegetation, 
the location where the solar farm is proposed is not subject to medium or high bushfire risk. The proposed 
development is considered to be consistent with the Overall Outcomes sought for development in the Rural 
Zone. 
 
The proposed development is also considered to comply with the applicable requirements of the Rural Zone 
Code and the following outlines of the proposal’s compliance with the Rural Zone Code in the instances where 
performance solutions are considered appropriate. 
 
Performance Criterion 1 – Electricity  
Premises are provided with a supply of electricity adequate for the activity.  
 
Given the existing conditions of the lot, having a residence on it an electricity connection is already established 
for the property. The development proposes connection to the existing distribution line which transects through 
the site and feed into the substation on the corner of Carnarvon Highway and Salmon Road which is 
approximately 500 metres as the crow flies away. A note will be included on any permit that issues stating that 
Ergon Energy will need to be approached for the solar farm connecting into the substation and it is a separate 
matter that Council has no jurisdiction over.  
 
Performance Criterion 2 – Water Supply 
Premises are provided with an adequate volume and supply of water for the activity. 
 
The existing conditions of the lot provide water supply to the property given there is a residence onsite. The 
development of a solar PV farm does not require the provision of any water to conduct the activity and 
therefore the existing provision continues to be adequate for the activities onsite being the residence and solar 
PV farm. Regardless, to ensure that there is sufficient supply for firefighting purposes a condition will be 
included on any approval stating that a minimum 20 000 litres of water is available for firefighting purposes.  
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Performance Criterion 3 – Effluent Disposal  
To ensure that public health and environmental values are preserved, all premises provide for the treatment 
and disposal of effluent and other waste water.  
 
The existing conditions on site are considered sufficient with respect to provision for effluent disposal. Given 
the low impact of the solar farm it is considered that the only period of time people will be onsite in association 
to the development will be during the construction phase and maintenance whereby the applicant has stated 
that a temporary on-site waste water disposal system or pump out arrangement for any toilets will be provided. 
Accordingly, it would be unreasonable to provide a condition that a new permanent onsite effluent disposal 
system be installed given the nature of the activity and period of time it will occur (30 years).  
 
Performance Criterion 4 – Stormwater / Inter-Allotment Drainage  
Stormwater is collected and discharged so as to: (a) protect the stability of buildings or the use adjacent land; 
(b) prevent the waterlogging of nearby land; (c) protect and maintain environmental values; and (d) to ensure 
that safety and efficiency on the state-controlled roads is not compromised.  
 
The development will maintain grass cover over the site to prevent erosion. Importantly recognised, no 
earthworks (excavation / filling) are proposed beyond that of shallow trenching for cables will occur. Therefore 
the existing nature features of the land runoff will remain as per current conditions. Given the unobtrusive 
nature of the works to establish the solar PV farm, the proposal will rely on sheet flow and infiltration to 
manage stormwater. To ensure no adverse impacts will result with respect to stormwater and drainage, a 
condition will be included on any approval that stormwater drainage is collected and discharged in accordance 
with Schedule 6: “Stormwater Drainage Standards” of the Balonne Shire Council Planning Scheme.   
 
Performance Criterion 5 – Vehicle Access 
Vehicle access is provided to a standard appropriate for the use. 
 
The proposed development site will be accessed via an existing gravel access driveway point off Salmon Road 
which intersects with the Carnarvon Highway. A minor new gravel access point off this driveway to the lot 
where the development is located is proposed. It is considered that subject to a condition that the new created 
access is constructed in accordance with the requirements set out in Schedule 2 of Balonne Shire Council 
Planning Scheme there are no issues. Importantly, Council’s Rural Services Officer confirmed this extended 
access would not affect the operation of the stock route and has no objection to this new section of vehicle 
access. The access is considered sufficient to accommodate the proposed solar farm given the only increase 
vehicle movements are to occur during the construction period. Importantly, both Salmon Road and Carnarvon 
Highway are sealed with bitumen in all directions therefore making them all weather roads. Councils 
Infrastructure Department have been referred the application and have cited no concerns regarding the 
suitability of the existing road conditions nor have they required any road upgrade conditions to occur given 
the vehicle movements will largely remain as per existing conditions with the exception of the construction 
phase of the development. The applicant has stated numerous times in the planning report that no direct 
access to the Carnarvon Highway is proposed as a result of this development and to ensure this, a condition 
on the permit will be that at no time can vehicles associated with the solar PV farm access the site off 
Carnarvon Highway. Additionally, a condition will be included that vehicle manoeuvring and access accords 
with Schedule 2: “Standards for Roads, Car Parking, Access and Manoeuvring Areas” of the Balonne Shire 
Council Planning Scheme.  
 
Performance Criterion 27 – Separation of Incompatible Land Uses  
Separation distances are provided to ensure: 

(a) the future of surrounding uses; 
(b) infrastructure items are protected from incompatible development; 
(c) an appropriate standard of amenity and public safety; and 
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(d) conflict arising from incompatible uses is minimised. 
 
The proposed development does not involve any sensitive land uses or rural land uses. The development is 
considered to be low impact to the surrounding area given there will be no noise, air or dust emissions as a 
result of its operation.  
 
The immediate surrounding ‘sensitive land uses’ to the development are the following; 

 Dwelling onsite  

 Dwelling on the property to the south “Briagalon” which is approximately 400 metres away separated 
by unnamed gazetted council road. 

 Dwelling on the property to the west which is approximately 300 metres away separated by Salmon 
Road.  

 
While the existing sensitive land uses above are in relative proximity to the development given the zoning of 
the land (Rural) agricultural activities are expected here which are of higher impact to the proposed solar PV 
farm. Furthermore, native vegetation is located on all boundaries to the property and therefore will provide a 
natural buffer to surrounding lots existing sensitive land uses.  It is considered that the proposed development 
is appropriately located in relation to existing and potential surrounding land uses.   
 
Separate to the above it should be noted that public notification of the application did occur and no 
submissions were received from any properties.   
  
Performance Criterion 31 – Protected Areas 
Development is undertaken to ensure areas of significant biodiversity and habitat value are protected. 
 
The subject site is mapped as containing areas of Protected Areas on Planning Scheme Map R3 – Protected 
Areas. The area over which the proposed solar PV farm is proposed is clear of vegetation and is not 
considered to be an area of significant biodiversity or habitat value. An area closer to the eastern boundary of 
the site does contain vegetation that has significant biodiversity/habitat value and this area will be retained and 
remain unaffected as a result of the proposed development.  
 
The extent of the mapped Protected Areas on Planning Scheme Map R3 – Protected Areas appears to be 
somewhat outdated and is not reflective of the actual extent of existing areas of significant biodiversity or 
habitat value. 
 
On the basis of the above planning assessment it is considered that the proposed development is consistent 
with the current Balonne Shire Council Planning Scheme and is a conforming land use within the Rural Zone.    
 
State Assessment – Referral Agencies  
The application was not required to be referred to any external referral agencies. 
 
Submissions   
The application is subject to Impact Assessment with submissions/objections closing on 26 May 2017. No 
properly made submissions have been received up to 31 May 2017 and therefore none are expected. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Function Key Program Area 

Wise Planning & Design  Development Assessment: To provide appropriate controls to ensure 
and encourage balanced quality development of the Shire and 
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protection of the environment.   

Consultation (internal/external) 

Internal referrals  

Shire Engineer – Mr Kevin Searle 
Environmental Health Officer – Ms Di Francisco  
Rural Services – Mr Karl Hempstead 
 
External referrals 
Civil Aviation Safety Authority (CASA) - Mr David Alder  

Legal Implications 

Nil 

Policy Implications 

Nil 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Nil  
 

Attachments 

1. Attachment 1 - Application incl. Planning Report and Development Plan.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

That:            
 

1. Council receives this report. 
 

2. Council approves the development application for MCU 156 Application for Material Change Of Use - 
Undefined Use (Renewable Energy Facility - Solar Photovoltaic (PV) Farm - "Kinlyn" 565 Salmon 
Road, St George described as Lot 61 on BEL5321 subject to the permit conditions listed below; 

 
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT CONDITIONS   

 

Approved Plans and Supporting Documentation 
 
1. The development must be carried out generally in accordance with the Balonne Shire Council 

stamped/approved plan(s) and supporting documentation referenced in the table below which 
forms part of this approval, unless otherwise specified by any condition of this approval.  

 

Plan/Document 
number 

Plan/Document name Date 

Development Plan St George Solar PV Farm   12/04/2017 

 
         Approved Development 
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2. The approved development is for a Material Change of Use to establish an Undefined Use 
(Renewable Energy Facility - Solar Photovoltaic (PV) Farm) on land described as Lot 61 on 
BEL5321 situated at "Kinlyn" at 565 Salmon Road, St George. 

 
3. All conditions of the approval shall be complied with before the change occurs (prior to the 

commencement of the use) and while the use continues, unless otherwise noted within the 
conditions.  
 

4. All costs associated with compliance with these conditions shall be the responsibility of the 
developer unless otherwise noted.  

 
Construction 
 

5. Construction hours for the development are restricted to 6.30am to 6.30pm Monday to Saturday 
inclusive. Construction activities are not permitted on Sunday’s and Public Holidays.  
 

6. Implement appropriate construction procedures including any necessary monitoring and the 
undertaking of appropriate inspection reports if the use of vibratory compaction equipment 
(other than hand held devices) is to occur within 20 metres of any existing building or structure 
onsite or where it could cause damage to any existing building or structure on site (i.e. 
residence and ancillary outbuildings).  
 
Avoiding Nuisance 

 
7. No nuisance is to be caused to adjoining properties and occupiers by the way of noise, smoke, 

dust, rubbish, contaminant, stormwater discharge or siltation at any time, including non-working 
hours. 
 

8. The site shall be maintained in a clean and orderly state at all times to Council’s satisfaction. 
 

9. Any lighting shall be directed or shielded so as to ensure that no glare directly affects nearby 
properties.  
 

10. The solar panels must be constructed of or treated with non-reflective, glare minimising 
materials.  

 
Waste Management 

 
11. All waste generated from construction of the premises must be effectively controlled onsite 

before disposal. All waste must be disposed of in accordance with the Environmental Protection 
(Waste Management) Regulation 2000.  
 

12. All waste generated on-site must be managed in accordance with the waste management 
hierarchy as detailed in the Waste Reduction & Recycling Act 2011.  

 
Environmental  - Stormwater – Drainage 

 
13. Remove all declared noxious weeds and environmental weeds from the site prior to the 

commissioning of the facility and maintain in a weed free state at all times.  
 

14. There is to be no increase in any silt loads or contaminants in any overland flow from the 
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property during the development process and after development has been completed. 
 

15. Any increases in volume, concentration or velocity of stormwater from the property being 
developed must be channelled to lawful points of discharge or to other storage or dispersal 
arrangements which must all be agreed in writing by the Council.  
 

16. Stormwater shall be collected and discharged in accordance with Schedule 6: “Stormwater 
Drainage Standards” of the Balonne Shire Council Planning Scheme. 
 

17. During construction, soil erosion and sediment is managed in accordance with Schedule 7: 
“Standards for Construction Activity” of the Balonne Shire Council Planning Scheme. 

 
18. The premises must have an onsite storage of 20 000 litres of water for firefighting purposes.  

 
Rehabilitation 
 

19. 6 months prior to decommissioning the Undefined Use (Renewable Energy Facility - Solar 
Photovoltaic (PV) Farm) submit a rehabilitation plan to Council for endorsement. The 
rehabilitation plan is required to nominate the commencement and completion dates for the 
rehabilitation works. Rehabilitation of the development site shall be undertaken to restore the 
land to a standard appropriate for rural use.  
 
Access / Onsite Manoeuvring 

 
20. No direct access is permitted off Carnarvon Highway to the site at any time. Access to the 

development must occur from Salmon Road.  
 

21. Repair all damages incurred to Council infrastructure, local roads and assets, as a result of the 
proposed development immediately should hazards exist for public health and safety or 
vehicular safety. Otherwise, repair all damages and reinstate to original or Council standards 
immediately upon completion of works associated with the development.  
 

22. Vehicle access, manoeuvring and parking shall be constructed and maintained in accordance 
with Schedule 2: “Standards for Roads, Car Parking, Access and Manoeuvring Areas” of the 
Balonne Shire Planning Scheme.  
 

23. Ensure access to car parking spaces, vehicle loading and manoeuvring areas and driveways 
remain unobstructed and available for their intended purpose during hours of operation. 
 

24. Ensure loading and unloading operations are conducted wholly within the site and vehicles enter 
and exit the site in a forward direction.  

 
NOTES: 

 

 Nothing in this permit hereby issued approves the clearing of native vegetation.  
 

 This permit does not constitute any authority to carry out any building work, operational work 
or a different use to what is currently established and permitted under this approval unless all 
relevant permits are obtained.  

 

 This development approval does not authorise any activity that may harm Aboriginal cultural 
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heritage. Under the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Act 2003 you have a duty of care in relation 
to such heritage. Section 23(1) provides that ‘A person who carries out an activity must take 
all reasonable and practicable measures to ensure the activity does not harm Aboriginal 
cultural heritage. It may therefore be prudent for you to carry out searches, consultation, or a 
cultural heritage assessment to ascertain in the presence or otherwise of Aboriginal cultural 
heritage. Further information on cultural heritage responsibilities of developers can be 
obtained from the Department of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships.  

 

 Connection to the electricity substation will require separate consent from Ergon Energy. 
Council has no jurisdiction over this infrastructure. 

 
 

Jamie Gorry 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: 
RL 90 - Application for Reconfiguration of a Lot - 1 to 3 Lot Subdivision - 
'Outlands Farm' 425 Wagoo Road, St George affecting land described as Lot 10 
on SP144469  

DATE: 06.06.17  

AGENDA REF: CES3 

AUTHOR: Fiona Macleod - Planning & Development Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

Council has received a development application from the owner for Reconfiguration of a Lot specifically a 1 to 
3 lot subdivision located at ‘Outlands Farm’ 425 Wagoo Road, St George described as Lot 10 on SP144469.  
 

Background 

 

PROPOSAL  
The proposal seeks to subdivide the property known as ‘Outlands Farm’ located at 425 Wagoo Road, St 
George into 3 lots. Specifically, the lot that is proposed to be subdivided is Lot 10 on SP144469. 

The existing lot affected by the proposal currently operates as a residence which is located on the Wagoo 
Road frontage with a large vegetated area behind which is utilised for rural (grazing) purposes (see 
attachment 1 – planning report).   

Importantly recognised, a large portion of the existing block is covered by identified Category B vegetation 
which is also highlighted on the QLD Globe as being a matter of state environmental significance. Therefore, it 
is considered that any further development as a result of the subdivision would be limited given that a permit 
for native vegetation clearing would be triggered. The intent of the subdivision is to separate the housing block 
from the rural land behind, as has been previously done (see Figure 1 below). The other two newly created 
lots seek to equally divide the rural land for succession planning purposes. It is considered that the land use of 
the two additional lots, which are of similar scale to the surrounding area, will continue to operate for rural 
purposes given the extent of vegetation cover currently present. 
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The Sustainable Planning Act 2009 (SPA) Division 3, Section 10 defines reconfiguring a lot as creating lots by 
subdividing another lot and Division 2, Section 7 defines reconfiguring a lot as development. The exemption 
offered in Schedule 4 of the Sustainable Planning Regulation 2009 (SPR) applies to amalgamating lots but not 
to subdivision. The proposal is therefore assessed against the provisions of the Balonne Shire Planning 
Scheme 2006 and may be conditioned to meet the requirements of the scheme. 

ASSESSMENT 

The application is subject to Code Assessment and therefore requires assessment against the applicable 
codes to which the application relates within Balonne Shire Planning Scheme. The following is an assessment 
of the proposal’s compliance with the Reconfiguring a Lot Code and Flood Hazard Overlay Code of the current 
scheme. 
 
Reconfiguring a Lot Code 
While the proposed subdivision will fragment rural zoned land it is considered that the surrounding land along 
Wagoo Road features lots of similar size to the proposed subdivision. Importantly, the use of the land for rural 
purposes will be retained as there are no changes to the existing land use proposed as part of this application. 
While in the future, development approval may be sought on the two newly created vacant lots (8 and 9), it is 
noted that the area viable would be limited given the level of vegetation cover on the lots and also the area is 
affected by flooding. The subdivision is not considered to affect the existing significant vegetation on site given 
that no clearing is proposed. In addition it is considered that the existing use for rural (grazing) purposes on 

Figure 1 – Proposed 1 to 3 Lot subdivision on property ‘Outlands Farm’ – Lot 10 SP144469 
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the two proposed vacant lots 8 and 9 will be continued in the imminent future given site constraints for 
development. While the lot proposed for subdivision is identified as Good Quality Agricultural Land (GQAL) the 
existing conditions of the property would be unlikely to sustain a farming operation beyond grazing given the 
high vegetation cover. It is considered that while fragmentation will occur on the land as a result of the 
subdivision the use will remain rural based given vegetation cover which, as previously stated, would require 
approvals for clearing. It is noted that there are other examples of lots of similar size to the proposed situated 
along Wagoo Road and therefore while zoned Rural no properties in this area meet the minimum lot size 
stipulated of 5000 hectares.   
 
With respect to Infrastructure matters the application has been referred to Council’s infrastructure department 
who have cited no concerns to the subdivision subject to conditions pertaining to the proposed access points 
(further details are described below at Performance Criterion 17) for Lot’s 8 and 9. No infrastructure is 
proposed as part of the subdivision except for the purposes of creating two access points for the rural vacant 
allotments. The existing residence which is to become a separate lot from the rural land (Lot 10) already has 
an access point from Wagoo Road. With respect to water, sewerage and electricity matters the existing 
residence is already connected to these services. The other two proposed lots are to continue to be utilised for 
rural (agricultural) purposes and therefore it would be unreasonable to require these services to be provided to 
the two blocks given the continued existing land use (grazing) for these lots.    
 
The proposed development is considered to be consistent with the Overall Outcomes sought for development 
in the Reconfiguration of a Lot Code. 
 
The proposed development is also considered to comply with the applicable requirements of the 
Reconfiguration of a Lot Code. The following assessment outlines the proposal’s compliance with the 
Reconfiguration of a Lot Code in the instances where performance criteria are considered appropriate. 
 
Minimum Lot Size  
 
Performance Criterion 1 – Rural Zone – Minimum Lot Size 
The reconfiguration of lots ensures the Rural Zone retains its viability as an area of primary production 
consistent with the local character.  
 
While the proposed 1 to 3 lot subdivision will fragment the subject land it is considered that the size of the 
newly created lots are consistent with the local character of the surrounding lots specifically, along this section 
of Wagoo Road. The separation of the housing block from the rear agricultural land is considered appropriate 
here and has been done previously (see Figure 1). The rear agricultural block subdivision into two lots (8 and 
9) is considered to be of an area consistent with surrounding properties and importantly given the extensive 
significant vegetation cover would not be suitable for subsequent ‘sensitive land uses’ to occur on the property. 
The layout of the newly created lots will continue to support the operation of agricultural grazing and rural 
activities with the existing residence formalised house block located along Wagoo Road and therefore have 
distance from the rural activities minimising conflicting land uses. In addition, the existing vegetation which is to 
not be altered as part of the subdivision is to continue to provide a natural buffer from the residence and 
surrounding lots agricultural land uses. Regardless, the dwelling is an existing feature of the property and 
offsets from rural activities would be expected here given the rural zoning of the land. While a minimum 
subdivision area of 5000 hectares within the Rural Zone is identified in AS1.1, given the existing area of the lot 
affected – being well below the desired area stipulated, and for the reasons stated above it is considered 
Performance Criterion 1 will continued to be achieved by the proposed subdivision.  
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For Town and Rural Zones  
 
Performance Criterion 8 – Layout and Design  
The reconfiguration of lots: 
(a) ensures safe and liveable communities; 
(b) ensures safe and legible vehicle and pedestrian movement areas and roads; 
(c) integrates with adjoining land; and  
(d) ensures and protects environmental values, significant features, open space areas and areas of high 
conservation or landscape value. 

The proposed 1 to 3 lot subdivision is considered to continue to provide safe vehicle movement along Wagoo 
Road as confirmed by Council’s Infrastructure Department on observation of sightlines. Importantly, given the 
current and continuing use of the land for rural purposes and vegetation cover is it unlikely that there will be 
increased pedestrian / vehicle movement beyond existing conditions to and from the site impacting on Wagoo 
Road. The proposed subdivision continues to integrate with adjoining and surrounding land in that the use will 
continue to be for rural purposes and the size of the newly created allotments generally align with the area. 
Environmental values namely the vegetation onsite will remain unaffected by the subdivision as no clearing is 
proposed.  
 
Performance Criterion 12 – Electricity 
Each lot is provided with an adequate supply of electricity. 
 
It is considered that while new lots are being created, the lots are to be continued to be utilised for agricultural / 
grazing purposes. It would be onerous for the newly created lots to be connected to both telephone and 
electricity. Importantly, the house site (Lot 10) is proposed to be subdivided into its own lot and therefore has 
existing electricity and telephone supply which gives good indication that the two agricultural blocks to the rear 
(Lot’s 8 and 9) will be able to have electricity supply (at a cost) in the future should it be required. Regardless, 
to ensure that the rural allotments created can be provided with electricity in the future if required, a condition 
on any approval issued will require that prior to the signing of the survey plan of subdivision a pre provisioning 
certificate is provided to council from the energy provider stating that electricity supply network connections 
can be made to each lots. With respect to telephone supply, given the proximity to town the proposed rural 
allotments will continue to have good mobile phone service. This is considered sufficient for provision of 
telephone supply given the continuing use of the land for rural purposes.  
 
Performance Criterion 14 – Water Supply  
Each lot has an adequate volume and supply of water, which is also adequate for firefighting purposes.  
 
As stated throughout the report, the subdivision is not done with the intent for residential ‘sensitive’ land uses 
rather that it will continue to be utilised for rural activities, namely grazing. Regardless, it has been identified 
that the owner has a water allocation from SunWater which provides for a 32ML allocation from Beardmore 
Dam. It is considered that this allocation will continue to support the newly created house and rural blocks in 
lieu of connection to a reticulated town water supply. A dam is also located on proposed Lot 8.   
 
Correspondence with both SunWater and Department of Natural Resources and Mines (DNRM) has occurred 
regarding the allocated amount and also confirmation that the water is separate to the land and the owner can, 
at any time, permanently transfer and subdivide the allocation (a copy of the correspondence can be made 
available on Councillors request).  
 
Specifically, the process has been identified by Department of Natural Resources and Mines (DNRM) as the 
following: 
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 Application to Department of Natural Resources and Mines (DNRM) to subdivide a water allocation 
whereby a dealing certificate is issued; 

 DNRM subdivision of water allocation dealing certificate then supplied to SunWater who provide a 
water supply contract/s; and 

 Application to DNRM by owner for a Permit to Occupy (placing pump on the river).  
 
To ensure that the existing 32ML allocation is subdivided to provide for each newly created allotment, a 
condition has been included stating that prior to the signing of the survey plan of subdivision, a copy of the 
three water allocation titles for the proposed allotments must be submitted to Council. A separate condition 
has been also enforced stating the minimum allocation of water for each allotment must be 5ML. 
 
A copy of the SunWater water supply contracts for the three new water allocation titles is also to be included 
as a prior to the signing of the survey plan condition.  
  
A note will be included on any approval alerting the applicant that separate approval will be required from 
DNRM for a permit to occupy to put any additional pumps to access the water allocations on the Balonne 
River.  
 
DNRM have stated that the permit to occupy over the pump site cannot be shared by multiple people and 
therefore subsequently each owner of the newly formed lots would require a separate permit to occupy. The 
permit to occupy is non-transferrable therefore change of ownership of the land requires the new owner to 
reapply for a new permit to occupy. Given the fact ownership of the lots is not to be established until the plan 
of subdivision is registered at the titles office and may stay under the current owner of the land for some time it 
is not considered that council can enforce that prior to signing the survey plan copies of the permit to occupy is 
supplied to Council.  
 
With respect to easement/s required between the river and lot/s specifically to formalise any future new 
infrastructure going below the local government road (Wagoo Road), a note of advice will be included stating 
that prior to any connection works i.e. pipes between the pump/s and lot occurring, Council’s Infrastructure 
Department be consulted to ensure that no disruption / issues will occur to Wagoo Road and if there is a 
requirement for a formalised easement.  
 
Performance Criterion 15 – Effluent Disposal  
Each lot provides for the treatment and disposal of effluent and other waste water to ensure the protection of 
public health and environmental values.  
 
It is anticipated given current operations of the lot subject to the subdivision is for agricultural purposes and is 
intended to remain given the significant vegetation cover that it would be unreasonable to require effluent 
disposal on each lot. As stated previously, new Lot 10 has an existing residence located on it and therefore 
has effluent disposal provided. With respect to Lot 8 and 9, these lots are to be continued for rural purposes 
and no building work / change of use is proposed as part of this application.   
 
Performance Criteria 16 – Stormwater  
Stormwater is collected and discharged so as to: 
(a) Protect the stability of buildings or use of adjacent land; and  
(b) Protect and maintain environmental values. 
(c) To ensure that safety and efficiency on the state-controlled roads is not compromised.  
 
It is considered that given that the subdivision proposes no new buildings or operational works on the lots that 
the existing stormwater discharge will not be altered. Accordingly, no condition has been enforced on the 
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approval as it is considered that the existing circumstances are to continue with respect to stormwater 
drainage. 
 
Performance Criterion 17 – Vehicle Access  
Vehicle access is provided to each lot to ensure safe and functional operation for motorists and pedestrians.  
 
With respect to accessing the newly formed lots on the property, the existing access point to the house block 
(Lot 10) fronting Wagoo Road is considered to satisfy the requirement. The other two lots proposed (Lot 8 and 
9) behind the house block are proposing new single vehicle access points from the Wagoo Road frontage. The 
application has been referred to Council’s Infrastructure Department who has cited no concerns with the 
proposed access points for Lot 8 and 9 subject to the following condition, “Lot 8 and 9 new vehicle crossover 
invert must not be higher than the existing table drain at the invert. A Minimum pavement depth of 300 mm is 
required between the property boundary and the road carriageway”. Accordingly, this condition will be included 
on any permit that issues for the subdivision regarding construction of access as well as a condition requiring 
that the proposed access points to Lot’s 8 and 9 from Wagoo Road are constructed in accordance with the 
standards identified in Schedule 2: “Standards for Roads, Car Parking, Access and Manoeuvring Areas” in the 
Balonne Shire Council Planning Scheme”. 
 
Separate from the above conditions, a standard condition will also be enforced that the developer shall be 
responsible for construction and maintenance of vehicle crossovers from the road carriageway to the property 
boundary and for obtaining any approvals that may be required, and for complying with the applicable designs 
and standards.  
 
Performance Criterion 18 – Roads, Firebreaks and Fire Maintenance Trails  
Adequate all weather road access is provided between each lot and the existing road network. 
In high and medium bushfire hazard areas, adequate road access is provided for firefighting/other emergency 
vehicles and for safe evacuation.  
 
Current Lot 10 on SP144469 is identified in its entirety as being subject to Medium Hazard on the Balonne 
Shire Council Planning Scheme Map R4 – Bushfire Hazard Areas (this is due to the high vegetation cover of 
the site). It is considered that existing access conditions for the site are sufficient given that the subdivision is 
done with the intent of succession planning purposes and not for residential land use activities but continuing 
to be rural grazing purposes. The newly formed house block (Lot 10) has frontage to Wagoo Road and the 
existing access to this block will continue to be utilised and would be used in the event of a fire on the 
property. With respect to Lot’s 8 and 9, these blocks have proposed access points off Wagoo Road and the 
access is to be conditioned on any permit that issues to comply with the requirements of both the planning 
scheme and infrastructure department (see Performance Criterion 17 – Vehicle Access). It is therefore 
considered that the new access points to the rural blocks will be suitable to get to the lots in the event of a fire. 
It is considered given the existing access conditions over the property from the road network and proposed 
access points that no upgrades or new roads are required to be created for firefighting purposes.    
 
Performance Criterion 21 – Bushfire Hazard Area  
Reconfiguring a lot maintains the safety of people and property by avoiding areas of High or Medium Bushfire 
Hazard or mitigating the risk through the provision of firebreaks.  
 
While the site proposed for subdivision is located in its entirety as an area subject to Medium Bushfire hazard 
no change of the existing use is proposed as part of the subdivision. Given the existing use of the site it is not 
considered that the number of people on the site will be increased as a result of the subdivision nor are any 
buildings or structures proposed to be constructed adding fuel load or fire hazards. It is considered that there 
are natural firebreaks which are the areas that are devoid of vegetation. Importantly, the area surrounding the 
existing residence proposed to be subdivided is cleared and therefore there will be no increased risk to person 
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or property as a result of the subdivision. Both proposed Lot 8 and 9 also have areas / clearings which do not 
have vegetation and in the event of a fire could be used for firebreaks. Given the above it is considered that 
the subdivision will continue to mitigate any potential bushfire risks given existing site features.  
 
Flood Hazard Overlay Code  
While the proposed subdivision is to occur on a property that is identified as being affected in its entirety by the 
Flood Hazard Overlay, it is considered that the overall outcomes of the Flood Hazard Overlay Code are met.  
Importantly, the applicant has submitted an aerial photograph of the inundation to the property during the 2012 
flood event (see attachment 2). The imagery identifies that not all of the property was inundated and 
furthermore, the existing house block to be subdivided was not affected by flooding nor was the section of 
Wagoo Road that all 3 lots proposed intend to gain access from. In addition the two rural lots (8 and 9) 
proposed both have substantial areas that were not subject to flooding in the 2012 event and could be utilised 
as higher ground evacuation point. The proposed subdivision does not include any building work or change of 
use on the rural lots which are to remain vacant and in the same condition as at present. Regardless, any 
future development on the site would be required to comply with the flood hazard overlay and minimum 
finished floor level requirements which would be captured in a building application in the instance that planning 
approval would not be required. It is considered given the ongoing use of the site for rural purposes that the 
number of people onsite that would be affected by a flood event will remain as per current conditions and not 
create any increased burden to emergency services. No natural features of the land i.e. natural ground levels, 
vegetation, is to be altered or blocked as part of the subdivision and therefore it is considered that the natural 
process of water flow over the land will continue as per the current situation.  
 
On the basis of the above, the proposed subdivision is considered to be consistent with the Overall Outcomes 
sought for the Flood Hazard Overlay Code. 
 
The proposed subdivision is also considered to comply with the applicable requirements of the Flood Hazard 
Overlay Code. The following outlines of the proposal’s compliance with the relevant Codes Performance 
Criteria. 
 
Performance Criterion 2 – Development Siting and Layout 
Development sting and layout responds to flooding potential and maintains personal safety at all times.  
 
While the new lots are to be located within the Flood Hazard Overlay, given the future use of the lots for rural 
purposes it is considered that the revised lot layout over the land will not increase personal risk or the flooding 
potential. Importantly, the number of people residing on the property is not considered to be increased as a 
result of the subdivision given the sites rural context. Lot 10 is the existing housing block and will continue to 
accommodate the owner while new Lot 8 and 9 are to remain vacant and used for rural grazing purposes. As 
previously stated each newly formed lot has high points which have lower risk of flooding and the subdivision 
ensures that all three lots have areas where flooding is unlikely to occur (see attachment 2). No development 
is proposed as part of the subdivision. The proposed access points for the newly created lots will all be from 
Wagoo Road by which this section of road reserve was not inundated in the 2012 flood.  
 
It is noted therefore, that the site is not physically isolated and has an evacuation route by way of the access 
points to Wagoo Road. Signage is not considered necessary for the site given the number of persons residing 
on the three lots is to remain as per the current conditions (only Lot 10 has the existing residence and 
therefore existing conditions will apply to this lot). With respect to the vacant rural Lot’s 8 and 9, given there is 
no intention of persons residing on them it would be onerous to provide signage.  
 
NOTE: All other codes contained within the Flood Hazard Overlay pertain to development i.e. new buildings, 
operational work (i.e. excavation and filling) and uses. The proposed subdivision does not include any change 
of use or building work and operational work beyond what is currently established on the property. It will be 
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made note of for the owner’s reference however that any future building / use will be required to comply with 
the Flood Hazard Overlay codes for development including minimum habitable finished floor level 
requirements. 
 
State Assessment – Referral Agencies  
Pursuant to Schedule 7, Table 2 of the Sustainable Planning Regulation 2009, the application was not 
required to be referred to any external referral agencies.  

Link to Corporate Plan 

Function Key Program Area 

Wise Planning & Design  Development Assessment: To provide appropriate controls to ensure 
and encourage balanced quality development of the Shire and 
protection of the environment.   

Consultation (internal/external) 

Internal 
Infrastructure Consultant – Civil Engineer – Bill Kirby  
 
External  
Department of Natural Resources and Mines (St George Office) - Tina Maree Zohl 
Department of Natural Resources and Mines (Roma Office) – Louise Schefe 
Department of Natural Resources and Mines (Roma Office) – Tania Mackenzie 
SunWater – Lena Chomyn 
SunWater – Liam McHugh 

Legal Implications 
The Sustainable Planning Act 2009 and Council’s planning scheme apply. 

Policy Implications 
Council’s planning policies apply.  

Financial and Resource Implications 

Nil 
 

Attachments 

1. Attachment 1 - Subdivision Planning Report.pdf ⇩  
2. Attachment 2 - Subdivision Plans.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s That: 

1. Council receives this report. 
 

2. Council approves the development application for RL 90 - Application for Reconfiguration of a Lot - 1 
to 3 Lot Subdivision - 'Outlands Farm' 425 Wagoo Road, St George affecting land described as Lot 10 
on SP144469 subject to the permit conditions listed below; 

 
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT CONDITIONS   
 

3. Compliance with the facts and circumstances set out in the application and all Council By-laws being 
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adhered to and generally in accordance with the approved plan (except where varied by conditions of 
approval).  
 

4. All outstanding rates and charges shall be paid prior to the submission to Council of the Plan of 
Survey.  
 

5. Comply with all conditions of this approval prior to submitting the Plan of Subdivision to Council for 
endorsement unless otherwise agreed in writing by Council.  
 

6. Maintain the approved development being Reconfiguring a Lot – 1 to 3 Lot Subdivision in accordance 
with the approved plan:  

 

Plan/Document Number Plan/Document Name  Date  

2169/PROP/01 Prepared by 
Anywhere Surveys Pty Ltd.  

PLAN OF PROPOSED RECONFIGURATION OF LOT 
10 ON SP144469  

07/04/2017 

 
Engineering  
 

7. Prior to the signing of the Survey Plan of Subdivision, certificate(s) must be obtained from a provider 
agency and presented to Council stating that electricity supply network connections can be made to 
proposed allotments (Lot 8 and 9) and that adequate electricity supplies are available or can be made 
available.  
 

8. Prior to the signing of the Survey Plan of Subdivision, copies of the three (3) new separate water 
allocation title documents from Department of Natural Resources and Mines intended for the newly 
formed lots must be provided to Council. 
 

9. Prior to the signing of the Survey Plan of Subdivision, copies of the three (3) new water supply 
contracts from SunWater intended for the newly formed lots must be provided to Council.  
 

10. Newly formed Lots 8, 9 and 10 must each have a minimum water allocation of 5ML.  
 

11. Where deemed necessary by Council, the relocation of services within the subject land shall be 
undertaken by the developer at no cost to Council. 
 

Access 
 

12. Access points to newly created Lot 8 and 9 off Wagoo Road are constructed in accordance with the 
standards identified in Schedule 2: “Standards for Roads, Car Parking, Access and Manoeuvring 
Areas” in the Balonne Shire Council Planning Scheme. 
 

13. Vehicle crossovers to newly created Lot’s 8 and 9 must not be higher than the existing table drain at 
the invert. A Minimum pavement depth of 300 mm is required between the property boundary and the 
road carriageway. 
 

14. The developer shall be responsible for construction and maintenance of the vehicle crossovers from 
the road carriageway to the property boundary and for obtaining any approvals that may be required, 
and for complying with the applicable designs and standards. 
 

15. Any future works required to occur over/under Wagoo Road for provision of additional infrastructure 
connections shall be undertaken by the developer at no cost to Council.  
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NOTES: 
 

 Nothing in this permit hereby issued approves the clearing of native vegetation.  
 

 This permit does not constitute any authority to carry out any building work, operational work or a 
different use to what is currently established unless all relevant permits are obtained.  
 

 All newly created Lots 8, 9 and 10 are affected in their entirety by the Flood Hazard Overlay. Any 
future development on these lots will be subject to the Flood Hazard Overlay Code and depending on 
the use will have mandatory minimum finished floor level requirements that new structures must be 
constructed to.  
 

 Separate permission will be required from Department of Natural Resources and Mines (DNRM) for a 
Permit to Occupy to place any pumps on the Balonne River to access the water allocations. For 
further information on this process it is advised you contact DNRM - Roma Office on 07 4624 1500. 
 

 Prior to any future infrastructure connection works occurring i.e. new pipes between the pump and lot, 
Council’s Infrastructure Department should be consulted to discuss Council’s requirements for the 
works and specifically if the infrastructure requires an easement. 
 

 Any further subdivision of the newly formed allotments beyond this approval is unlikely to be supported 
by Council.  
 

 

Jamie Gorry 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: 
Community Donations, Sponsorship & Grants application - Health and Fitness in 
Dirranbandi 

DATE: 06.06.17  

AGENDA REF: CES4 

AUTHOR: Mareea Lochel - Community & Business Development Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

Council has received a sponsorship request to support weekly health and fitness classes in Dirranbandi. 
 

Background 

A personal trainer/sport development officer recently moved to Dirranbandi.  Council was initially contacted by 
the trainer seeking assistance to start up a community based fitness group.  The trainer has submitted an 
application through the Community Donation, Sponsorship and Grant program, for ongoing weekly 
sponsorship to hold health and fitness classes in Dirranbandi.   
 
The applicant proposes to offer five (5) classes a week in Dirranbandi.  The classes will be held at various 
times throughout the day (morning and afternoon) to cater for all residents of Dirranbandi.  
 
The funds will be used to subsidise the cost of the classes to the local residents.  It is hoped that with the 
reduced cost of the classes’, members of the community will be able to afford to attend more than one (1) 
class per week. 
 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Function Key Program Area 

Strong & Resilient Communities Community Lifestyle: To foster community pride and social 
interaction for all groups within our community with access to well 
serviced community hubs and facilities. 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Dani Kinnear – email 20 April and 1 June 2017 

Legal Implications 

Not applicable 

Policy Implications 

Balonne Shire Council Community Sponsorship, Donations and Grants policy 
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Financial and Resource Implications 

The applicant has requested sponsorship of $300 per week to subside the cost of fitness classes to local 
residents.  Residents will still be charged a fee to attend the classes.   
 
The length of time for the sponsorship was not clarified in the application.  Council’s Community and Business 
Development Officer spoke with the applicant on the 5 June 2017 to clarify this matter.  The applicant 
suggested sponsorship until the end of 2017.  This will allow time for the business to be developed and 
expansion into other townships in the Balonne region.   
 
Approximate sponsorship cost: 
 

Weekly sponsorship amount Number of weeks sponsored Total sponsorship 

$300 26 $7,800 

 
The Community Donations, Sponsorship and grants program has $4054.20 remaining in its 2016/17 budget.  
The amount requested is more than the available amount remaining in the budget. 
 
The budget for Council’s Community Donations, Sponsorship and Grants program for 2017/18 is $18,000 
(pending adoption of Council’s budget).  The amount requested is more than 40% of the annual Community 
Donations, Sponsorship and Grants program budget and would significantly reduce the amount available to 
the community for sponsorship requests. 
 
 

Attachments 

1. Community Drought Sponsorship application _Cover letter Balonne Shire_Kinnear.docx ⇩  
2. Community Drought Sponsorship application _Kinnear.pdf ⇩  
3. Email - Dani Kinnear - Community Donation Sponsorship request.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That: 

1. That Council receives Officer report 
2. Council resolves not to approve the applicant’s request of sponsorship of $300 per week. 
3. That the Director of Community and Environmental Services write to the applicant and advise that 

Council would be supportive of an application from a Community group/organisation to auspice the 
purchase of fitness equipment for the Dirranbandi community to the value of $1,000.  On the 
provision that the equipment be accessible to all residents free of charge.   

 
 

Jamie Gorry 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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Sports, health and fitness is a huge passion of mine. If i could help atleast 1 person change their 
lifestyle to a healthier one by exercise and nutrition or help them achieve a goal they have always 
wanted then I go home a happier person. I don't just want to run the classes and leave. It takes far 
more than that. I want to be able to support the people with nutritional advice, support them 
through reaching their goals, support them through the fitness and even offer more at the classes.  
 
I want to start by offering 5 classes a week, early mornings, afternoons and in the day time for 
mums and shift workers! I will start by doing boot camps, then explore what is needed or wanted in 
the community. I will start in Dirranbandi and then slowly work my way across the Balonne Shire 
 
If I could get sponsorship each week I could then charge less, which in turn would allow more 
people to take up the opportunity of getting healthier. When we look at the benefits of exercise and 
a healthier lifestyle, you can see why this would be a huge benefit to the community and I want to 
help. 
 
With your support I will be able to half the price of each of the classes or cheaper weekly payments 
to allow them to do more than 1 class a week  as again that is far more beneficial than once a 
week. I will also be able to then expand and go into the other areas! With your help I can do this 
and earn enough to survive, myself.  
 
So I am asking for your support in this project, so that we can change people's lifestyle to a more 
healthier one, and so that we can get a healthier and more happy community!  
 
If you have any questions please don't hesitate to contact me.  
Thank you for your time and I look forward to hearing back from you.  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Community Drought Support Funding - Round 2 

DATE: 06.06.17  

AGENDA REF: CES5 

AUTHOR: Mareea Lochel - Community & Business Development Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

Distribution of round 2 2017 Community Drought Support funding. 
 

Background 

At the April 2017 Council meeting, Council approved nineteen (19) Community Drought support applications, 
totalling $72,650 funds being distributed throughout the community. Council resolved that the surplus funds 
from the Community Drought support be allocated to round two (2) of the program.   
 
Community groups that had not applied in round one (1) were invited to submit an application for funding in 
round 2.  Council has received the following nominations for eligible projects to be funded:- 
 

Community Group Description of request Amount requested 

Care Balonne Association 2017 River Dragon Multi-Cultural 
Festival  

 $10,000 

Boolba Tennis Club Provide First Aid Course for 20 
people 

$5,000 

Dirranbandi Polocrosse Club Glass front fridges  $3,000 (request not eligible ) 
 Entertainment at annual carnival  $1,000 

The Anglican Parish of St George 
with Dirranbandi 

Ladies Luncheon in August $1,000 

St George Garden Club Garden workshop with Landscape 
architect and Horticulturalist 

$2,000 

St George Bowls Club Evening Bowls, fund raising for 
domestic & family violence 

$1,500 

Bollon QCWA Annual Christmas Tree event No amount specified  

St Patricks Primary School Year 6 Canberra Trip No amount specified 

Bollon Tennis Club 1 week Professional Tennis 
Coaching Clinic 

No amount specified 

Balonne Kindergarten Association 
on behalf of the Balonne 
Community Kids (BCK) group 

BCK fun day  $1,500 

Balonne district School Sports 
Association 

School Sports District Gala day $ 900 
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Dirranbandi Fishing & Restocking 
club 

Future events No amount specified 

 
 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Function Key Program Area 

Strong & Resilient Communities Cultural Activities: To promote and cater for activities that support 
cultural, indigenous & multi-cultural history preservation, arts and 
other pursuits that foster the growth of local arts and culture.  

Consultation (internal/external) 

Mrs Karen Searle, Manager of Financial Sustainability 

Legal Implications 

Allocations need to be in accordance with the funding guidelines.  The funding guidelines are “Coordinate the 
distribution of funds to local community organisations in drought declared communities who will provide the 
delivery of a range of local community events and activities that contribute to connectedness, social well-being 
and increase access to support services”. 

Policy Implications 

Not applicable 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Through the Community Drought Support Package, Council has received $96,500 from the Department of 
Communities, Child Safety and Disability Services to distribute funds to community organisation (as per the 
guidelines). 
 
Total Community Drought Support Package received $96,500 
Less Round 1 – Community Drought support allocated funds $72,500 
Total remaining drought support package $24,000 
 
Of the twelve (12) applications received four (4) of the Community groups’ did not specify an amount.  It is 
recommended that these groups receive $2,000 each.  The recommended amount will align with the amounts 
approved in round one (1) and in 2016 to community groups that did not specify amounts to be funded. 
 
Dirranbandi Polocrosse requested a total of $4,000, $3,000 to purchase a new fridge and $1,000 towards 
entertainment at its annual event.  The purchase of a fridge (or capital items) is not an eligible item under the 
guidelines. 
 
The total of the requested amounts exceeds the remaining community drought support available.   
 
Round 2 - amount requested (allowing $2,000 each to the community groups without a 
specified amount) 

$33,900 

Less ineligible items   $3,000 
Total requested $30,900 
Community drought support available $24,000 
Shortfall   $6,900 
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Attachments 

1. 2017 Community Drought support_round 2_request_Care Balonne.pdf ⇩  
2. 2017 Community Drought support_round 2_request_Boolba Tennis.pdf ⇩  
3. 2017 Community Drought Support_round 2_request_Dirranbandi Polocrosse.pdf ⇩  
4. 2017 Community Drought support_round 2_request_Anglican Parish of St George  ⇩  
5. 2017 Community Drought support_round 2_request_St George Garden Club .pdf ⇩  
6. 2017 Community Drought support_round 2_request_St George Bowls Club.pdf ⇩  
7. 2017 Community Drought support_round 2_request_Bollon QCWA.pdf ⇩  
8. 2017 Community Drought support_round 2_request_ School P-F Assoc.pdf ⇩  
9. 2017 Community Drought support_round 2_request_Bollon Tennis Club.pdf ⇩  
10. 2017 Community Drought support_round 2_request_Balonne Kindergarten Association - .pdf ⇩  
11. 2017 Community Drought support_round 2_request_Balonne District School Sports Association.doc 

⇩  
12. 2017 Community Drought support_round 2_request_Dirranbandi Fishing and Restocking.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

That Council advise on the allocation of the remaining Community Drought support funds.    
 

 

Jamie Gorry 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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BALONNE DISTRICT SCHOOL SPORTS ASSOCIATION 

  
  
 
 

 

 

 

Dear Balonne Shire Council,  

 

The Balonne District School Sports Association seeks to apply for a portion of council’s 

Community Drought Support Funding.  

 

Balonne District School Sports Association plans to use the funds to assist in running a 

School Sports District Gala day for all students within our district from years 4 to 7.  

 

We believe this day will provide a rich learning and engagement experience for our students 

within sport. The day will be run during term three this year and will provide students with a 

range of sports to patriciate in.  

 

We would use these funds to assist with running a sausage sizzle BBQ during the event.   

 

We are costing this out at $2.50 per student. With a total number of students and staff 

attending being around 350.  

 

The total our association is are asking for is $900.  

 

 

 

Kind Regards  

 

Georgina Scott (glsco0@eq.edu.au)  

Secretary  

Balonne District School Sport  
 

The Secretary 
P.O. Box 231  
St George 4487 
Ph: (07) 4620 8333 
Fax: (07) 4620 8300 

mailto:glsco0@eq.edu.au
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: NAIDOC week  

DATE: 06.06.17  

AGENDA REF: CES6 

AUTHOR: Mareea Lochel - Community & Business Development Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

NAIDOC week: 2 – 9 July 2017. 
NAIDOC Week celebrations are held across Australia each July to celebrate the history, culture and 
achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. NAIDOC is celebrated not only in Indigenous 
communities, but by Australians from all walks of life. 
 
 

Background 

In previous years Balonne Shire Council has supported the NAIDOC celebration through the sponsorship of 
the NAIDOC School Initiatives Competitions organised by a company called “Murri Kids”. This is a series of 
Colouring-in/short story and Creative/Essay writing competitions.  Whilst this program has it merits and 
supports education there is no direct linkages to this program to the local community. 
 
It is proposed that this year Council financially support local activities throughout the region. 
 
A committee (consisting of members from education provides, health services, and other services provides) 
has been formed oversee the activities.  St George Aboriginal Housing chair the committee and Balonne Shire 
Council’s Community and Business Development Officer has been invited to be a member.   The next 
committee meeting is scheduled for Thursday 8 June to finalise the activities program.   
 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Function Key Program Area 

Strong & Resilient Communities Cultural Activities: To promote and cater for activities that support 
cultural, indigenous & multi-cultural history preservation, arts and 
other pursuits that foster the growth of local arts and culture.  

Consultation (internal/external) 

Chris Lamb, St George Aboriginal Housing 
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Legal Implications 

Not applicable 

Policy Implications 

Not applicable 

Financial and Resource Implications 

In the project budget submissions for 2016/17 it was requested that the funds in Council’s community event 
program be allocated for projects and activities such as: 
 

 Australia Day 

 Seniors Week 

 NAIDOC week 

 Community Movie nights 

 And other event during the year. 
 
Council approved the allocation of $15,000 to this program.  To date Council has used these funds to support 
a Community skate day, Australia Day celebrations and Community movie nights.  Total spend on these 
activities is $7,665.98 resulting in $7,334.02 remaining in the budget. 
 
Council’s average expenditure for community activities (such as this) has been between $2,500 and $5,000.  
There are sufficient funds in the 2016/17 community events program for Council to contribute $2,500 towards 
local NAIDOC week activities. 
 
 

Attachments 

1. ST GEORGE COMMUNITY NAIDOC WEEK MINUTES 29.05.17.docx ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That: 

1. Council receives Officers report 
2. Council resolves to contribute $2,500 cash towards local NAIDOC week activities. 

 
 

Jamie Gorry 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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ST GEORGE COMMUNITY NAIDOC WEEK MINUTES 

Meeting held on Monday 29th May 2017 

Meeting held at the St George Aboriginal Housing Company Offices, starting at 10.15am on Monday 

29th May 2017. 

Members Present; Chris Lamb, Jarod Duiker, Kelvin Duiker, Tanya Rutherford, Jolean Troutman, 

Joanne Withers, Leah Lang, Sam Davis, Brendan Redinger, Raylee Morris, Andrew Mc Mahon, Cheryl 

Lang, Donna Waters 

Apologies; Diana Weribone, Cait Fitzpatrick, Sarah Mc Gee, Gavin Waters 

Meeting opened at 10.15am by Chairperson Chris Lamb. He welcomed everybody.  

Because we had a new member Andrew Mc Mahon join us, everybody introduced themselves and 

went through their roles. 

We then went through the minutes from the previous meeting and left all business arising for 

general business.  

 Meeting was told a Funding application had been lodged with Department of Prime Minister 

and Cabinet. Will hopefully know of outcome before our next meeting. 

 A number of dates was supplied from school’s on their NAIDOC 2017 Celebrations.  

List includes, Dirranbandi State P – 10 School, Monday 19th June 2017 

                         Begonia State School, Tuesday 20th June 2017 

                         St George State Primary School, during week 10 of term 2 

                         St Patrick’s Catholic Primary School Monday 10th July 2017 

                         St George State High School Thursday 13th July 2017 

Haven’t got dates or know if Bollon, Hebel and Thallon State School’s are Celebrating. Will 

check these school’s and get back at next meeting. 

 Meeting was informed Care Balonne was still right to host the Art Exhibition and Morning 

Tea on Monday 3rd July 2017. Question was asked if Art could be displayed at St George 

Town Library during the remainder of the week. Chris to check and get back to next 

meeting. 

 We need to lodge necessary documents with Council and the Police for Road Closure, 

NAIDOC Walk, Use of Amphitheatre, Rowden Park, the Movie Equipment and the Flag 

Raising Ceremony at the Council Chambers. 

 NAIDOC Awards Nominations need to be displayed at various venues within next couple of 

weeks, so awards can be decided. It also needs to be decided on prizes for award winners. 

 Meeting was notified that an Indigenous Games Training Workshop was being organised 

through Sports & Recreation. Anybody wanting to complete training needs to give their 

name to Jarod (Sports & Rec) within next week. Hoping to use skills during NADIOC Week. 

 Meeting was notified we will be holding a Lawn Bowls Night on Friday 7th July 2017. 
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 Members were asked to bring Activity Budgets to next meeting, if funding assistance for 

needed 

There was no further business, it was decided we will hold our next Meeting on Thursday 8th June 

2017, starting at 11.00am at the St George Aboriginal Housing Company Offices. 
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CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
 

(CFCS) FINANCE AND CORPORATE SERVICES 

ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

CCFS1 WET AND DRY PLANT 
HIRE PREFERRED 
SUPPLIER ARRANGEMENT 

This item will be discussed in closed session in accordance with 
section 275 of the Local Government Regulation 2012. 
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(CIFS) INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 

ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

CIFS1 TENDER BSC16-17 - T39 - 
DISPOSAL OF SURPLUS 
VEHICLES LOT 2. 

This item will be discussed in closed session in accordance with 
section 275 of the Local Government Regulation 2012. 
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(CCES) COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

CCES1 YUWAALARAAY/EUAHLAY
I PEOPLE NATIVE TITLE 
CLAIM QUD32/2017  

This item will be discussed in closed session in accordance with 
section 275 of the Local Government Regulation 2012. 

 

    

 

  



 

 
 

Page 223 of 305 15 June 2017 
 

INFORMATION REPORTS  
 

(ICEO) CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 
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(IFCS) FINANCE AND CORPORATE SERVICES 

ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

ICFS1 MONTHLY REPORT Monthly Report May, 2017 – Finance & Corporate Services 225 

ICFS2 MONTHLY INFORMATION 
REPORT - FINANCE 

Monthly Finance Information Report for period ended 31 May 
2017 

227 

ICFS3 MONTHLY REPORT Monthly Report 271 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report 

DATE: 06.06.17  

AGENDA REF: ICFS1 

AUTHOR: Michelle Clarke - Director Finance & Corporate Services  
  

 

Executive Summary 

Monthly Report May, 2017 – Finance & Corporate Services 
 

Business Arising from Previous Minutes 

 

Complaints 

 Internal review of two complaints complete.   
 

Rating Model Review 

Presented to Council 30 May 2017 

Wet n Dry Plant Hire Tender 

 Report to council 15/6/2017 prepared 

 Gap analysis completed by Director Infrastructure Services 

 Preparations continuing to set up Vendor Panel 

 1 complaint received from a contractor that missed tender process 
 

St George Levee 

 St George Levee Bank Committee 17 May meeting 

 Flood Model Review still pending from GHD 

Operational Plan  

Preparations continue to develop operational plan 

Staff Survey 

Results should be known as early as next week.  Approximately 66% return of surveys. 
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Other key projects 

Coming up and/or currently underway: 

 Enterprise Bargaining – Attended IR information session on 26 May with Manager Corporate Services 

Budget 

A series of budget workshops and fees and charges presentations completed.  Budget on track for adoption 
prior to 30 June 2017. 
 

ICT Strategy is presented for adoption by council and the carry-over of $20,000 into 2017/18 to finalise the 
project. 
Levee Bank Contingencies still has a number of committed funds not recognised in the actuals that will be 
evident once the Flood Model Review is complete and valuations commence.  
Rate Modelling complete and final invoice to be settled.   
 
 

Attachments 

Nil  
 

Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Information Report - Finance 

DATE: 06.06.17  

AGENDA REF: ICFS2 

AUTHOR: Karen Searle - Manager Financial Services  
  

 

Executive Summary 

Monthly Finance Information Report for period ended 31 May 2017 
 

 
 
 

Attachments 

1. FinanceInformationReport May 2017.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report 

DATE: 06.06.17  

AGENDA REF: ICFS3 

AUTHOR: Ben  Gardiner - Safety Advisor / Aerodrome Manager   
  

 

Executive Summary 

Monthly Report 
 

Injury Summary 
Financial Year 2016 – 2017 (to date)  

 

There were 0 incidents reported from the 4th of May 2017 to the 6th of June 2017.  
 

Safety Inductions and Training 

Activity Workers Involved 

Safety Inductions 11 

Honesty, Ethics & Gossip 65  

Drug & Alcohol Awareness 11 

Stabiliser Operations 3  

Dangerous Dogs 2 

Diploma & Cert III 12 

Fraud Awareness 60  

Obligations & Responsibilities 8  
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Staff attended the Local Controllers Conference, LGAQ Disaster Management Conference and the 
Australian & NZ Disaster and Emergency Management and Search & Rescue Conference. A couple 
of staff also started their Diploma’s in Local Government – Administration & Finance recently. 
 

Calibrations, Inspections and Testing 
 

 Inspections of all Height Safety Equipment  -  completed in February 

 Inspections of all Lifting Equipment  - completed in February 

 Restocking First Aid Equipment  -  completed in January 

 Inspecting all Fire Equipment   -  completed in February 

 Audit – External Audit by LGW  -  completed in February 

 

WHS Committee Meeting 
 A Safety Committee Meeting was held on Wednesday the 31st of May.  

(Minutes Attached) 
 

Worksite Inspections 
Ongoing inspections are being carried out. We are pushing these to catch up on lost time in the 
first two quarters as the second quarter will end at the end of June. All Inspection Matrix are 
available on Safeplan. These indicate who is required to undertake what inspection and when they 
are due to be completed. As the completed inspections are entered into the system they are also 
amended to be site specific. In our Safety Management System, the KPI set for completed 
inspections is 80% of each quarter. As from the 31st of May, in the 1st quarter (Jan to March 2017) 
there have been 5 out of 27 completed. In the 2nd quarter (April to June 2017) there have been 0 
out of 40 completed. We have only one month left in the 2nd quarter. The Senior Leadership 
Group has committed to ensure that all inspections are completed before end of June. 

 
Compliance 
There were no notifiable events during the month of April. 

 

Attachments 

1. May 2017 Meeting Minutes.doc ⇩  
   

 

Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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BALONNE SHIRE COUNCIL 
WORKPLACE HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD IN THE COUNCIL ADMIN BUILDING, VICTORIA STREET,  
ST GEORGE on Wednesday the 31st of May 2017 at 2:30 PM.       

 

ATTENDANCE Mr Matthew Magin (CEO/Chair), Mr Ross Drabble (DIS), Mr Jamie Gorry 
(DCES), Mrs Michelle Clarke (DFCS), Mr Ben Gardiner (SA), Mr Karl Hempstead 
(WHSR), Mr Peter Campbell (WHSR), Mrs Debbie Green (WHSR).  
Minute taker - Mrs Kathy Claxton.  

APOLOGIES Mr Malcolm Ross (WHSR) 

ABSENT Mr Chris Dixon (WHSR) & Mr Tim Gotts (Overseer).  
 

MEETING OPENING Meeting was opened at 2:30pm. 

PREVIOUS MINUTES All attendees were given a copy of the last minutes. 
 

Mrs Debbie Green moved that the minutes of the previous meeting (22nd of 
February 2017) be confirmed. This was seconded by Mr Karl Hempstead. 
                                                                                                               CARRIED 

BUSINESS ARISING Peter Campbell had a question from last meeting - Is the River Water Pumping 
Station behind the St George Showground going to be de-commissioned or not? 
Mr R Drabble advised that the area at risk has been locked out. 
 
Mr J Gorry will speak with WORK Camp supervisors about PPE and 
neighbouring Councils. The agreement between Council and the Department of 
Corrective Services will also be investigated before any more use of the Prison 
Camp workers takes place.  Mr Gorry advised he has spoken with the 
Queensland Corrective Services, the outcome being QCS is to provide PPE.  
 
Mr M Ross - Grader drivers with tow-behind rollers no longer have an offsider. In 
the instance grader blade changes were required these blades are 55kg each 
and heavy for one person to manage.   Mr R Drabble told the meeting that tow-
behind rollers have gone and if a grader blade needs to be changed the driver 
will have a water truck driver or operator to help them. 
 
Mr B Gardiner - People are still parking alongside the depot petrol bowsers. 
Line markings and signs are required. Mr R Drabble to follow up. 
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SAFETY OFFICER’S 
REPORT 

Mr B Gardiner supplied all Committee Members with a copy of the report. 
 

NOTICE OF ACCIDENTS 
OR INCIDENTS 

5 work injuries were reported from the 22nd of February 2017 to the 31st of May 
2017.  

NOTICE OF HAZARD 
REPORTS 

Nil Reported 
 

REVIEW WH&S 
PROCEDURES 
 
 

Hazard Inspections 
From the 1st quarter (Jan to March 2017) there have been 5 out of 27 completed. 
From the 2nd quarter (April to June 2017) there have been 0 out of 40 completed. 
We have only one month left in the 2nd quarter. 
 
Mr M Magin asked if we could identify supervisors to do the inspections – 
examples below: 
 
Mrs Karen Searle – Stores 
Mr Tim Gotts – Depot/Yard 
Mr Peter Campbell – Sewerage Treatment Plants 
Mr Ross Drabble – Footpaths 
Mr Karl Hempstead/Mr J Gorry – Pound 
Mr M Magin – Thallon, Bollon and Dirranbandi 
Mrs M Lochel – Libraries/Cultural Centre 
Mrs D Green – Cemetery 
 
Hazard Inspection forms are to be emailed to Directors to ensure that they are 
actioned, as outlined in the  Safety Management System Plan and Quarterly 
Action Plans (QAP’s) 
  
 

REPORT BY SAFETY 
REPRESENTATIVES 

Safety Representatives had nothing to report. 
 
 
 

GENERAL BUSINESS Discussions on the above minuted items took place. 
 
 
Next Meeting   2:30pm, Wednesday, 30th August 2017.                                          

MEETING CLOSURE There being no further business. The meeting closed, and the time of 3:03 pm. 
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(IIFS) INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 

ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

IIFS1 MONTHLY REPORT FOR 
THE JUNE 2017 COUNCIL 
MEETING 

From the Director of Infrastructure Services - reporting for the 
month of May.  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report for the June 2017 Council Meeting 

DATE: 06.06.17  

AGENDA REF: IIFS1 

AUTHOR: Catherine Rogan - Administration Officer  
  

 

Executive Summary 

From the Director of Infrastructure Services - reporting for the month of May. 
 
 

0701-Main Roads Works 

 Maintenance work carried out on behalf of the Department of Transport and Main Roads (DTMR) 
during the month is detailed in the attached RMPC Supervisor’s Report. 

 Road widening works on the Carnarvon Highway are completed, with only the final bitumen seal and 
line marking to be done.  

 Earthworks for the CHUP Variation and RMPC shoulder rehabilitation works is on-going on the 
Carnarvon Highway. The variation work will continue until the end of August 2017. 

 The RMPC contract with DTMR is currently being negotiated. 
 
0702-Private Works  

 Council is currently wet hiring a stabiliser and spreader truck to Stabilised Pavements Australia for 
works on the Balonne Highway. 

 
0400-Council Roads / Streets / Bridge Works  

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Works Supervisor’s Report. 

 Wallam Creek floodway on Woolerina Road (R2R) – Cunnamulla Concrete has commenced work on 
site with anticipated completion by the end of June 2017. 

 Replacement of culverts at the Woolerina Road floodway commenced towards the end of May. These 
works will improve flood immunity at that location. 

 Gravel cartage was completed at the end of May 2017 on Woolerina Road (intersection of Fernlee and 
Woolerina Roads) . Re-sheeting construction work will commence early June 2017. This is a Roads to 
Recovery (RTR) funded project. 

 Work on the drainage rectification issues at the hospital corner Dirranbandi commenced at the end of 
May. 

 The formwork for the concrete pad for the Dirranbandi long distance coach stop commenced towards 
the end of May and, after curing, will be followed by the erection of the bus shelter. 
 

0440-Aerodromes 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the Town Works Supervisor’s Report attached. 

 Routine slashing was completed during the month. 
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0450-Plant and Equipment 

 Purchase and sale of plant and equipment, as identified in the plant replacement program, is ongoing. 

 A third tender for the sale of a further three council vehicles was advertised in the Balonne Beacon on 
1st of June 2017.  

 Grader 5506 has been transported to Dalby for inclusion in a mid-June auction.  

 Both the Western Star truck 5001 and water tanker 8027 have been written-off by the insurance 
company and have been removed from Council’s fleet. 

 
0510-Housing 

 Routine maintenance is ongoing. 

 A new tenant has moved into the Council’s house at Dawes Street in Dirranbandi. 
 
0520-Recreation and Sport  

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s Report. 

 Request for Proposals (RFP) for the design and construction of the Dirranbandi Sports facility were 
placed in the Balonne Beacon and Courier Mail during the last week in May. Proponents will have 
until 2pm on the 29th of June to submit their proposals. 
 

0521-Swimming Pools  

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s Report. 

 The contractor has identified the leak at the Dirranbandi swimming pool. Repair options are currently 
being investigated. 
 

0530-Parks and Gardens 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s Report. 

 No tenders were received for the Grey Street North Stage 3 design which closed on Thursday the 6 th 
of April 2017. It is intended that a contract will be negotiated with local or external contractors working 
locally. 

 Works on the Jack Hammond Park Basketball/Netball reversible half court have been completed. 
Line-marking will be done using additional ($2000.00) funds to be allocated. 

 Works on the removal of the existing walkway and laying of approximately 350 metres of 3 metre 
wide walkway at the river foreshore is expected to commence in August 2017. 

 
0535-Halls/Civic/Cultural Centres 

 Routine maintenance is ongoing. 

 Refurbishment of the Bollon Civic Centre floor and supper room has been delayed until June 2017. 

 A number of Work for Queensland projects are underway and due for completion by end of July 2017. 
To date, one project has been completed. Officers are finalising specifications for other projects; 
quotations are currently being sought. 
 

0555-Showgrounds 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the Town Works Supervisor’s Report attached. 

 The Royal Military College have been using the showgrounds during their stay in May. They are due 
to depart during the first week of June. 

 
0615-Cemeteries 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the Town Works Supervisor’s Report attached. 

 Routine maintenance, including mowing, has been undertaken during the month. 
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0620-Street Cleaning 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the Town Works Supervisor’s Report attached 

 Street sweeping and tree maintenance is continuing. 
 
625-Public Conveniences 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the Town Works Supervisor Report’s attached. 
 

4000-Urban Waste Water 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the Town Works Supervisor’s Report attached. 

 Contractor has completed the sewer manhole refurbishment program in St George. This 
refurbishment involved a two-part lining system for 22 sewer manholes. 

 St George Effluent Reuse project – draft legal documents have been given to Allan Neale for his 
consideration.  A draft Land and Water Management Plan has been received for review and 
feedback. Stick-picking of the irrigation site has been completed. Lateral Irrigator has now been 
ordered. Completion of the site fencing works commenced during the last week in May 2017. 
 

5000-Urban Water 

 Maintenance work is detailed in the Town Works Supervisor’s Report attached. 

 Monthly consumption figures are given in the attached reports. 

 BSC16-17 T29 – The tender for the installation of the river water smart meters in St George has been 
awarded to Lightn Plumbing from Toowoomba.  

 
Capital/Special Maintenance Works Progress 
 As per the attached Infrastructure Directorate 2016/2017 spreadsheet.  

 A contract has been awarded to Cunnamulla Concrete for the construction of a masonry block wall for 
the Bollon Levee Extension. Work is expected to commence in late June 2017. Raising of Wallam 
Street has been delayed due to the Development Approval process which is expected to be completed 
on the 20th of June 2017. This work is planned to commence following approval at the July Council 
meeting. 
   

Meetings / Training 

 The monthly TMR/Balonne RMPC meeting was attended by TMR and Council representatives. 

 An audit of BSC’s water & sewerage assets was conducted by Viridis (organised by DASB – Downs 
and Surat Basin Regional Alliance Group) in late May 2017. Dianne Francisco, Peter Campbell and 
Peter Willey assisted the auditor. It is likely some recommendations regarding water testing 
procedures and formalising of general procedures around key processes will be tabled. 

 
Current Tenders 

 BSC 16/17 – T27 - Design and Construction of Dirranbandi Sports Oval Amenities Facility.   

 BSC 16/17 – T41 – Disposal of Surplus Vehicles – Lot 3 was advertised during the last week in May 
and will be presented to the June Council meeting. 

 

Attachments 

1. Town Maintenance Report - Period End 31 May 2017.pdf ⇩  
2. Balonne Shire Water Usage 2016-17 - Period End 31 May 2017.pdf ⇩  
3. Plant Maintenance Report - Period End 31 May 2017.pdf ⇩  
4. Road Maintenance Report - Period End 31 May 2017.pdf ⇩  
5. Road Construction Report - Period End 31 May 2017.pdf ⇩  
6. Infrastructure Directorate 2016-17 Report - Period End 31 May 2017.pdf ⇩  
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Ross Drabble 
Director Infrastructure Services  
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(ICES) COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

ICES1 MONTHLY REPORT The Community & Environmental Sustainability Report for the 
month of May 2017 is presented for Council’s consideration.  

293 

ICES2 MONTHLY REPORT Manager of Rural Services report for May 2017 is presented to 
Council for information.  

301 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report 

DATE: 07.06.17  

AGENDA REF: ICES1 

AUTHOR: Jamie Gorry - Director Community and Environmental Services  
  

 

Executive Summary 
The Community & Environmental Sustainability Report for the month of May 2017 is presented for Council’s 
consideration. 
 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT APPROVALS 

Value of Building Works  

 
Council’s building certifier has approved building applications to the value of $292 000 for the month of May 
2017. 
 
The value of building applications approved by private certification is $448 843 for the year so far.  
 
In total building applications – to the value of $2 125 061 has been approved so far this financial year. 
 

BA 
Num 

Applicant Owner Address Lot & Plan Builder Clas
s 

Description  Value 
of 
Works  

Approv
al Date 

5106 David Cooper Sue-Ellen 
Cooper 

93 Victoria St ST 
GEORGE 

1RP50989 J.C and 
B.H Jones 

8 New Workshop $42,000.0
0 

19.05.17 

5107 Lightbox 
Architecture + 
Interiors 

Queensland 
Fire and 
Energency 
Services  

4 Cowildi St 
DIRRANBANDI 

41D30626 TBA 5 & 7a Fire Station & 
Fire Appliance 
Shed 

$250,000.
00 

19.05.17 

 
Development Applications 

 

 A development application for a material change of use (MCU) 155 has been received from the 
owner of 138 Victoria Street, St George. This application is at Information and Referral Stage. 

 A development application for a material change of use (MCU) 156 has been received from the 
applicant for “Kinlyn” 565 Salmon Road, St George. This application is at the Decision Stage. 

 A development application for a material change of use (MCU) 157 has been received from the 
owner of 12080 Carnarvon Highway, St George. This application is at the Public Notification Stage.  

 A development application for a reconfiguration of a lot (RL) 90 has been received from the owner of 
“Outlands Farm” 425 Wagoo Road, St George. This application is at the Decision Stage. 

 A development application for operational works (OW) 11 have been received for the Bollon Town 
Levee Extension. This application is at the Information and Referral Stage.  
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ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

Natural Environment           

 The Regional Waste Plan is currently under audit.  A budget allocation for this project has been 
submitted for approval  

 General health inspections carried out.   

 There were three Notifiable disease reported during May 2017 
Ross River Virus 
Campylobacter Enteritis 
Salmonella 

 There was one food recall actioned during May 2017. 
 

 
Public Health 

 Inspections on food premises are currently being carried out.   
  

Waste Water Services 

 Council’s sewerage treatment plants are currently operating in a good condition.. 
 

Urban Water Supplies 

 Weekly microbiological samples of St George’s bore water supply were taken and tested. 

 Samples were taken and tested from all other towns during the period. 
 

Waste Management 

 Discussions are continuing with JJ Richards in relation to the new waste contract 

 The bin roll out will begin from Monday 12 June until 3 July 2017. 
 

St George landfill    

 The landfill site is presently operating in a reasonable condition.  

 The contract for the operation and maintenance of the St George Landfill has been extended until 30 
November 2018 due to the CRS which is due to begin on 1 July 2018.  

 
Dirranbandi landfill 

 The landfill site is presently operating in a reasonable condition.   
 
Thallon landfill 

 The landfill site at Thallon is currently operating in a good condition.    
            

Bollon landfill 

 The landfill site at Bollon is currently operating in a good condition.   

  
Hebel landfill 

 The landfill site at Hebel is currently operating in a good condition.   
 

Nindigully landfill 

 The landfill site at Nindigully is currently operating in a good condition 
 
 
     
Miscellaneous 

  

 
LOCAL LAWS 
Animal Control 

 The new Puppy Farm legislation is now live.  Training has been conducted with the appropriate 
Officers. 

 Community engagement is continuing with Newsletters currently being disseminated by DAF. 
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Information  Other 
Animal 

Cat Dog Year to date 
from July 2016 

Registered Animals   0 1032 

Impoundments    11  113 
 

Euthanized    0  53 

Reunited with owners   3  38 

Status not 
determined /other 

     

Rehomed   8   

Other Animals      

WORKCAMP 

Dirranbandi   465 
St George   426 
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BALONNE SHIRE VISITOR INFORMATION CENTRE REPORT  
MAY 2017 
 
Visitation to the Balonne Shire 

MAY 2017 
There were 1,720 visitors recorded for May 2017 through the Visitor Information Centre (VIC) in St George, 
which is an increase of 31 visitors when compared to 1,689 visitors in May 2016.  The following is a 
breakdown of the location of the visitors. There has been 83 Free Camping related enquiries at the front 
reception of the Visitor Information Centre.  

o Local Shire: 123 

o Queensland: 592 

o New South Wales: 18 

o Western Australia: 19 

o Victoria: 145 

o Other Australia: 163 

o Overseas: 31 

 
The VIC also received 58 tourism related phone enquiries, 13 Information Packages and St George and 
Surrounds Brochures sent out and 35 email/internet tourism related enquiries during May. 
 

Visitor Numbers through 
Balonne Shire Visitor Information Centre 

 
VOLUNTEER PROJECT AND ACTIVITIES  

 Volunteers staffed the Visitor Information Centre for 81.3 hours of the 216 hours it was open during 
May. 

 
VISITOR INFORMATION CENTRE UPDATE 

 The camping and directional signage for Wallam Creek in Bollon has arrived and will be installed once 
the Department of Transport and Main Roads approve the location of the signage.  

 The Balonne Shire Visitor Information Centre has been donated with a Murray Cod to be hung in the 
Visitor Information Centre; this cod was caught by four (4) local fishermen in June 1982, weighing 
76LB.  

 We have had 70 people this month sign our Visitors Book in the Information Centre, with great 
feedback on our information centre. There was one constructive point of ‘shame no free camping’, 
made by a visitor.  
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 The Tourism Development Officer is looking into options and further development of the History Trail 
in St George.  

 
DIRRANBANDI RURAL TRANSACTION CENTRE (RTC) 

APRIL - MAY 2017 
There were 275 visitors recorded for April-May 2017 through the Dirranbandi Rural Transaction Centre (RTC).  

o Local Shire: 21 

o Queensland:158 

o New South Wales: 38 

o Victoria: 31 

o Other Australia: 19 

o Overseas: 8 

 
There were 275 visitors recorded for April-May 2017, which is an increase on April-May 2016 data totalling 104 
visitors. This is a 62% increase from 2016 figures.  
 
COTTON FARM & WINERY TOUR\ 
 

 
 
TOURISM ORGANISATION REPRESENTATION 
 
 The Great Inland Way Promotions Group  

 The Great Inland Way Meeting will be held in July. 
 
 Adventure Way Promotions Group  

 Adventure Way Promotion Group’s Annual General Meeting was held on Monday, 29 May 2017 via 
teleconference.  

 Balonne Shire Council will finalise the Secretary’s and Treasurer’s roles prior to 30 June and a 
quotation has been requested from Southern Queensland Country to undertake these roles.  

 
 Southern Queensland Country Tourism (SQCT) 

 Southern Queensland Country Tourism Advisory Group Meeting will be held on Thursday, 22 June 
2017 at 10:30am, with the Tourism Development Officer, Councillor Robyn Fuhrmeister and Mr Jamie 
Gorry in attendance.  
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UPDATE OF ACTIVITIES AND PROJECTS 
 

 The Tourism Services Officer and the Coordinator, Mr Keith Jamieson of the Yellowbelly Country 
Music and Poet Festival, is working together to develop a festival program and promotional & 
marketing assistance prior to and throughout the week-long festival. 

 The Tourism Development Officer has been working on the concept designs for the Town Entry 
Signage for our seven (7) communities, totalling 13 signs. Consultation has been undertaken with our 
Tourism Operators, Progress Associations and Council Officers. Delivery and installation will take 
place in May-June dependent upon Department of Transport and Main Road’s approval. Currently 
undertaking the GPS Coordinates of the signage and the location.  

 The information shelters for St George and Hebel, these signs have been delivered and will be 
installed when the WORC crew is back from their deployment to flood effected areas. 

 The Tourism Development Officer has been working with adjoining Shires to update any information 
and updated products within their region.  

 Painting of the Thallon Silos will commence on Thursday, 29 June with the Tourism Development 
Officer assisting with the launch of this project with Leanne Brosnan.  

 The final funding has been received to finalise the ‘Hairy Nose Wombat’ project for Thallon. 
Confirmation will be sent through of dates and timeframes for the completion of this project.  

 
MEETINGS AND TRAINING  

 The Adventure Way Promotional Group Annual General Meeting was held on Monday, 29 May 2017, 
via teleconference  

 The Balonne Shire Tourism Meeting was held on Wednesday, 10 May 2017, with an update from Cr 
Gaske on the South West Regional Economic Development (SWRED) projects and workshops.  

 The Tourism Development Officer will be attending a Tourism Meeting in Toowoomba on 13 June 
2017 on the future development of tourism within our region.  

 The Tourism Development Officer has been working with USQ on the upcoming workshops to be held 
in St George and Dirranbandi on the 14-15 June 2017. 

 Queensland Information Centre Association (QICA) Audit for the Visitor Information Centre’s 
Accreditation will be in July this year (date to be confirmed).  

 Balonne Shire’s Tourism Meeting will be held on Wednesday, 12 July 2017 at 10am, we are inviting 
business owners and tourism operators to attend this meeting.  

 Tourism Development Officer and Tourism Service Officer will be attending the Round Three (3) of the 
Certificate IV in Travel and Tourism on the 7-9 August 2017 in St George.  

 The 11th Annual Visitor Information Centre of the Year Awards and the Annual Queensland 
Information Centre Association (QICA) Conference will be held from 3-5 October 2017 in the Moreton 
Bay Region.  

 
TOURISM & MAJOR EVENTS 
 
The following list is the proposed Tourism and Major Events for the Balonne Shire for June and July 2017:  

 Duntroon Military Exercise – 15 May – 5 June 2017 

 ICPA State Conference (St George) – 8-10 June 2017 

 Brushstrokes Art Exhibition and Sale – 16-17 June 2017 

 QCWA Sothern Regional Meeting – 22-24 June 2017 

 Yellowbelly Country Music and Poet Festival – 25 June – 3 July 2017 
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LIBRARY SERVICES 
 

BSC Library Stats & Commentary 
May 2017 

 

         
 
  

   
 

 Story time this month was “Mummies are Lovely” which the children from St Pats joined us for as 

well. 

 I went to the Fun day at the kindy and handed out First Five Forever bags which were very popular. 
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 It was National Simultaneous Storytime on the 24
th
, this year’s book was “The Cow Tripped over the 

Moon” the kindy children came and joined us at the St George Library, Shelley read the book at the 

Hebel school and Thallon read to the play group. 

 Sunshine play group visited the library to read a story and do some activities.    

 Great to see each of our libraries got new members this month and St George has now reached over 

1600 members. 

 
 
COMMUNITY AND BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 
 

 Drug and Alcohol policy education forum, held 31 May – approximately 45 attendees.  Positive 

feedback has been received from the community 

 Reconciliation week funding.  Council was successful in a grant application to the Department of the 

Prime Minister and Cabinet under the Indigenous Advancement Strategy (reconciliation week 

funding) for $5,000.  This is a 100% funding (no Council contribution required).  The guidelines for 

the funding states that the activities have to be in partnership with Local Indigenous community.  

Discussions have been held with St George Aboriginal Housing & PLO from St George QPS 

regarding the activity.  It was agreed that a luncheon be held at the St George Cultural centre to 

celebrate the diversity of our cultures with guest speakers. The proposed date of event is Monday 19 

June 11:30pm to 1:30pm.   

 Astronomical Tour - Sunday 25 June 2017 Dirranbandi Show Grounds – promotion of the event has 

commenced. 

 Public Library Strategic Priorities Grant – application was successful.  Public announcement of the 

outcome of this Grant is embargoed until after it is announced publicly during June 2017 by The 

Honourable Leeanne Enoch MP, Minister for Innovation, Science and the Digital Economy and 

Minister for Small Business. 

 

 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
   

 

Jamie Gorry 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report 

DATE: 06.06.17  

AGENDA REF: ICES2 

AUTHOR: Karl Hempstead - Manager Rural Services  
  

 

Executive Summary 

Manager of Rural Services report for May 2017 is presented to Council for information.  

 
 

Stock Routes General/Drovers 

Over the reporting period 1 x drover entered the Shire from the Goondiwindi Regional Council traversing the 
network through to St George from Nindigully. There were some difficulties from St George to the Maranoa 
Regional Council with lack of pasture and road works – however the drover managed with 1000 head of mixed 
breed cattle, there was no loss of stock during the movement. 

Commenced construction of night yards stock route capital works. 

Pest Animals 

WILD DOGS AND OTHER FERAL ANIMALS 

 
1080 baiting campaign commenced May 15th to the 19th plus feral pig grain baiting by request. 

Pest Plants 

QMDC WEED SPRAYING PROGRAM 
 
Ongoing road reserve spraying with parthenium spraying at “Tarilla”, “Warroo” & Bindle Reserve (QMDC 
aboriginal ranger team) under main roads element 5 funding. 
 
CORAL CACTUS – “BOOLIGAR” 
 
Ongoing  
 
PARTHENIUM 
 
As per QMDC spraying program 
 
WASH DOWN BAY 
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Main road construction vehicles and army utilising wash down bay during reporting period. 
 

        
 

    
 

Town Commons and Firebreaks 

Town commons all seem to have reasonable pasture. 
 
Vehicle Usage 
The Rural Service Department Utility Number 3515 has travelled 3,265 km this reporting period.  
 
General  
 

As mentioned the stock route has had one drover through the reporting period with 1000 head of mixed breed 
cattle broken into three groups owned by individual landowners, drover went through successfully without any 
losses but found difficulty moving through the dense mulga north east of the Thurrragi channel.  
 
Stock route capital works has commenced with night yards being constructed at “The Glear” and “Horse 
Creek” this will be followed up by a replacement fence at “Bandy Andy” and “Buffel Park” water facilities. 
Pasture on the network seems to be in a reasonable condition however some areas are affected by Pimilea 
weed (St George disease). 
 
Expressions of interest for the next financial year budget stock route capital works is being submitted by the 
Manager of Rural Services by the end of the next reporting period. 
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The Australian Army 7th CSSB Recovery Workshop unit assisted the Rural Services department during their 
exercise period with the Duntroon Cadets. The Recovery unit managed to recover over 17 derelict car bodies 
during their visit. It is envisaged that the unit will return in mid-September 2017 to assist the Shire again in 
more removal of car bodies with emphasis on training recovery staff. The RSL has offered 7 CSSB the area 
behind the new RSL for their tents and vehicle parking and it is likely they will be operating within the entire 
shire for up to 8 days. 

     
Nindigully reserve removal of old           Old Ute removed from Bandy Andy             Van removed from Thurragi Reserve. 
     Vauxhall sedan near bridge.                                Reserve. 

 

 
                            Vauxhall sedan at Nindigully Pub – Quite spectacular for the tourists. 

 

                       
                Valiant utility removed from stock route                       HR Holden station wagon removed from  

                      Near Beardmore Dam turn-off.                                Stock route on Whyenbah Road. 

 
 

The Australian Army are also interested in recovering the old steamer situated on the boundary of The 
Anchorage but the Manager of Rural Services has not yet established contact with the owners of the land for 
this to occur. The steamer is situated on the bank of the Balonne River and is still in reasonable condition for 
restoration. 
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The Army thought it would be an ideal exercise for the recovery team and possibly utilising High School 
students for youth education purposes. The other problem is, if The Anchorage lets the Army remove the 
steamer, where are they going to locate it once it is removed – time will tell. The actual area where the 
steamer is located is classified as minor stock route. 
 
 

        
 
On Friday the 2nd June the Australian Army personnel from 7 CSSB Recovery Unit were presented with 
Certificates of Appreciation from the Balonne Shire Council. A letter of appreciation will be drafted by the 
Manager of Rural Services and sent off to the Officer in Command – Enoggera. 
 

                   
   Presentation to Lt Luke Geerling OIC 7 CSSB                  Presentation Recovery Workshops 

 

As per the attached photographs under the wash down bay title, the Australian Army once again utilised the 
Trans locatable once vehicles returned from field operations. Also the wash down bay was tested with a road 
train that was attached for works with main roads and was successful moving through the unit; the driver of the 
prime mover was impressed with its capabilities. 
 
The wild dog baiting campaign was a success with 4300kg of bait product being poisoned which is double the 
amount for the same time last year, during the campaign several land holders also baited for feral pigs. 
National Parks and Wildlife baited for feral pigs on the 22nd May covering “Culgoa Flood Plains National Park, 
Narkoola National Park and Thrushton. 
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   1080 Coordinated Baiting Campaign           1080 Meat Injection Pig Baiting           1080 Meat Injection Pig Baiting 

 
 
The final report for the Phase 2 drought funding projects has been completed and sent through to the reporting 
Shire (Western Downs Regional Council). 
 
QMDC aboriginal rangers continue to spray parthenium at Tarilla, Bindle Reserve and Warroo with at least 
60% completion. It has been discussed to continue the parthenium project until Mid-June and cease all 
spraying operations until September due to cold climatic conditions which are unfavourable for spraying 
operations. A large infestation of Tiger Pear has been located by Rural Services on the Rimmer – Thurragi 
roads turn off this infestation will be dealt with immediately. 
 
Urban animal control has been a little quite over the reporting period, it is unknown whether it is the oncoming 
winter or activity has decreased, however the Local laws officers continue to monitor the Shires towns 
effectively. Barking issues have increase substantially and officers have been issuing owners with barking 
information packs to assist them in reducing their dogs from barking. 

 Attachments 

Nil 
   

 

Jamie Gorry 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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