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MEETING BUSINESS BY CORPORATE FUNCTION  
 

(FCS) FINANCE AND CORPORATE SERVICES 

ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

FCS3 

COUNCILLOR 
COMPLAINTS 
INVESTIGATION POLICY Councillor Complaints Investigation Policy 3 

FCS4 

CODE OF MEETING 
PRACTICE Code of Meeting Practice – Amended 10 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Councillor Complaints Investigation Policy 

DATE: 12.11.18  

AGENDA REF: FCS3 

AUTHOR: Michelle Clarke - Director Finance & Corporate Services  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Councillor Complaints Investigation Policy 
 

Background 

The Local Government (Councillor Complaints) and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2018 was passed on 21 
May 2018 introducing a mandatory Code of Conduct for Councillors and a system for dealing with Councillor 
Complaints.  The Department of Local Government Racing & Multicultural Affairs (the Department) developed 
an example Investigations Policy and requires council’s to implement the new policies and systems before 3 
December 2018.   

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Governance High levels of accountability and compliance 

Consultation (internal/external) 

The Department consulted with all Councils and the Local Government Association, Local Government 
Managers Australia and a working group of local government professionals when developing the policies. 

Legal Implications 

Local Government (Councillor Complaints) and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2018 will come into effect 3 
December 2018. 

Policy Implications 

The Councillor Complaints Investigations Policy is a new policy of Council. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

There may be costs associated with implementing the policy should an investigation be required. Council may 
recoup the costs of the investigation from the subject Councillor, where appropriate.  
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Attachments 

1. Councillor Complaints_Investigation Policy_15112018_60018.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
1. That Council adopt the Councillor Complaints Investigation Policy in accordance with the Local 

Government (Councillor Complaints) and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2018; 
2. That Councillors note the contents of the Policy and requirements for individual Councillors, the 

Mayor, Chief Executive Officer and Independent Assessor. 
 
 

Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Code of Meeting Practice 

DATE: 12.11.18  

AGENDA REF: FCS4 

AUTHOR: Michelle Clarke - Director Finance & Corporate Services  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Code of Meeting Practice – Amended 
 

Background 

Councils must either adopt the Model Meeting Procedures issued by the Department of Local Government 
Racing and Multicultural Affairs (the Department) or may prepare or amend their own meeting procedures. The 
attached Code of Meeting Practice has been amended to ensure that they are consistent with the 
requirements of the Model Meeting Procedures. The new procedures come into effect on 3 December 2018. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Governance High levels of accountability and compliance 

Consultation (internal/external) 

The Department consulted with councils, the Local Government Association, Local Government Managers 
Australia and a working group of local government professionals in developing the policies and procedures.  

Legal Implications 

Local Government (Councillor Complaints) and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2018 was passed on 21 
May 2018 and comes into effect 3 December 2018. 

Policy Implications 

The Code of Meeting Practice has been amended to ensure it is consistent with the Model Meeting 
Procedures issued by the Department.  Part 1 is an amended version of Council’s Code of Meeting Practice to 
ensure consistency with the new legislation and based on standing orders released by the Department.  Part 2 
is a copy of the Model (except for closed meetings).  Adoption of this policy will supersede the previous version 
of Council’s Code of Meeting Practice. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

There may be cost implications for council if there is an investigation.  Costs may be recouped from the subject 
Councillor, where appropriate.  
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Attachments 

1. Code of Meeting Practice_Adopted 15112018_60017.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
1. That the amended Code of Meeting Practice, as attached, be adopted by Council; 
2. That the contents of the amended Code of Meeting Practice, Parts 1 and 2 be noted by Councillors, 

particularly in relation to the disclosure of interests.  
 
 

Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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(CES) COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

ITEM TITLE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY PAGE 

CES4 

LOW COST 
RECREATIONAL VEHICLE 
CAMPING FEE 

This report provides a brief update on planning for the trial of 
low-cost RV camping at Whyenbah Reserve in St George and 
proposes a moderate increase in low-cost camping fees to 
ensure hosting and management by community groups or 
commercial operators is a viable option.  34 

CES5 

COMMUNITY DROUGHT 
SUPPORT FUNDING Distribution of remaining 2018 drought support funding 36 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Low Cost Recreational Vehicle Camping Fee 

DATE: 07.11.18  

AGENDA REF: CES4 

AUTHOR: Digby Whyte - Director Community and Environmental Services  

  

 

Executive Summary 

This report provides a brief update on planning for the trial of low-cost RV camping at Whyenbah Reserve in St 
George and proposes a moderate increase in low-cost camping fees to ensure hosting and management by 
community groups or commercial operators is a viable option. 
 

Background 

At its meeting of 16 August 2018 Council resolved: “That Council adopts the recreational vehicle and freedom 
camping strategy as outlined in Attachment 1”. 
 
Included in that strategy was a need in St George and surrounds for a managed low-cost camping option for 
self-contained recreational vehicles that could be piloted. The recommended management option for trial was 
an expression of interest opened to local businesses and community groups to manage the low-cost site on a 
year-round basis. 
 
Two sites were identified, Whyenbah Road Reserve and Lindores Memorial Reserve. Of these it was 
considered Whyenbah would be the more attractive and closer to the town centre to be trialled first. On 11 
October Councillors Fuhrmeister and O’Toole, together with Council infrastructure and community and 
environmental sustainability staff, visited the Whyenbah Road Reserve to discuss trial options. 
 
It was concluded that the trial area could comprise a small internal loop drive with about 15 RV places 
radiating outward on the flat plateau above the Balonne River, a wire fence with pedestrian access to the river, 
and the basic amenities of a communal fire pit, a town orientation and information sign, and optional bin. The 
Manager Roads was tasked with developing a site concept plan for consultation with the Shire Tourism group.  
 
It was further confirmed that an expression of interest for community or commercial groups to host and 
manage the site would provide the most benefit to the community and provide an opportunity for existing 
camping operators to extend their service. It was considered that a low-cost fee of $10 was more viable for a 
host than the currently approved fee of $5.50. On 29 October Cr Fuhrmeister emailed Councillors explaining 
and suggesting this fee modification, while noting that the level of service and fee was well below that of 
commercial camp operators. 
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Other changes signalled in the RV strategy were for local laws to be updated (approved at the October 2018 
Council meeting) and for an RV Policy to be developed. For the Whyenbah Reserve trial to progress 
Councillors are asked to consider the proposed fee for low-cost camping. 
 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Economy Tourism growth and development 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Councillors 
Community and Environmental Sustainability department staff 
Infrastructure department staff 

Legal Implications 

Recent adoption to local laws support low-cost camping options 
Section 97 of the Local Government Act, 2009 allows council to fix Cost Recovery Fees by resolution. 
Council may also adopt fees and charges on a commercial basis. 

Policy Implications 

Responds to the Recreational Vehicle and Freedom Camping Strategy 
Alters the Fees and Charges Schedule 

Financial and Resource Implications 

The low-cost camping trial at Whyenbah Reserve has been designed for minimal capital outlay that will come 
from delaying minor Infrastructure works. 
 
The proposed fee range for low-cost camping provides a viable source of income for a community group or 
camp ground operator.  
 

Attachments 

Nil  
 

Recommendation/s 

 
1. That Council adopt a commercial fee for low cost camping of $10 per vehicle per night; 
2. That Council progressively call for expressions of interest for community or commercial camp 

operators wishing to enter into an agreement to host and manage Council’s low cost camping sites; 
3. That the fees collected be retained by the community or commercial camp operators as a fee for 

service. 
 

 

Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Community Drought Support Funding 

DATE: 07.11.18  

AGENDA REF: CES5 

AUTHOR: Digby Whyte - Director Community and Environmental Services  

  

 

Executive Summary 

Distribution of remaining 2018 drought support funding 
 

Background 

Council has received $90,000 from the Department of Communities, Disability Services and Seniors for the 
Community Drought Support Package 2017-18.  To-date through this program Council has approved twenty-
six (26) applications totalling $78,405.69.  At the July 2018 General Council meeting, Council committed the 
surplus funds to Round 2 of the Community Drought support program. This round is to continue until all funds 
have been depleted.   
 
Officers have investigated whether the remaining funds of $11,594.31 could be used to support local 
businesses. However under the guidelines of the 2018 Community Drought Support, businesses are ineligible 
to receive funding, for the following reasons: 
 
Eligibility Criteria 

Groups/Organisations must: 

 Be a Community Organisation/Group within the Balonne Shire Local Government area. 

 Be an incorporated non-profit organisation / club or charity consisting of people having common interests. 

Includes sport and recreation clubs, social clubs, school P&F / P&C associations, arts and cultural groups, 

hospital foundations, religious orders and service organisations.   

 Host a “Community Event / Activity” for the whole of community within the Balonne Shire Council Local 

Government Area. 

 Host their event / activity no later than the 31st December 2018. 

 The funding request directly supports a “Community Event / Activity” that promotes connectedness and social 

wellbeing within the community and also provides access to support services for drought affected community 

members. 

 Have current public liability to the value of $20m. 

 All eligibility criteria have been met.  

 Have the majority of members of the organisation residents in the Balonne Shire Council area. 
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 A review of community organisations/groups in the Balonne region who have received Community drought support over 

the past three years was undertaken.  This review was than compared to Council listing of all community 

organisation/groups within the region to ascertain which groups (if any) had not received funding through the drought 

support program (attachment 1, Community drought fund comparison table) 

 

In allocating the remaining funds of $11,593.31 Council may consider where it may have the greatest benefit  and/or 

support organisations that that have not received funding through the Community Drought support program.    

 

The following community organisations have not received funding through the Community Drought Support Program: 

 

 St George ICPA (isolated Children’s Parents’ 
Association) 
They are running a breaker camp from 10-14th 
December for primary aged children 

 St George Junior Cricket Club 

 Bollon and District community group  St George Junior Soccer Club 

 Bollon P & C  St George Ladies Bowling Club 

 Bollon Pony Club  St George Rugby Union Club 

 Dirranbandi Golf Club  St George Rugby League Club 

 Dirranbandi Little Athletics  St George Squash Club 

 Dirranbandi Swimming Club  St George Swimming Club 

 Dirranbandi Tennis Club  St George Tennis Club 

 Hebel Progress Association  Thallon Fishing Club 

 Hebel P & C  Thallon Tennis Club 

 Mungindi Progress Association  Thallon P & C 

 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Community Community well-being 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Digby Whyte, Director of Community and Environmental Sustainability 
Mareea Lochel, Community Collective and Well-being Services Co-ordinator  
 

Legal Implications 

Department of Communities, Disability Services and Seniors – Community Drought Support Package 2017-18 
terms and conditions: “coordinate the distribution of funds to local community organisations in drought 
declared communities who will provide the delivery of a range of local community events and activities that 
contribute to connectedness, social well-being and increase access to support services” 
 
 

Policy Implications 

Nil 
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Financial and Resource Implications 

Through the Community Drought Support package Council has received $90,000 from the Department of 
Communities, Disability Services and Seniors to distribute funds to community organisation (as per the terms 
and conditions).  Council has approved twenty-six (26) applications in 2018, totalling $78,405.69. 
 
Total Community Drought Support Package received  $90,000.00 
Less approved funding        $78,405.69 
Total remaining         $11,594.31 
 
 
 
 

Attachments 

1. Drought funding comparison table ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council nominates and approves Community groups to receive the remaining Community Drought 
Support Program funding of $11,594.31. 
 

 
 

Digby Whyte 
Director Community and Environmental Services  
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CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
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INFORMATION REPORTS  
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