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for the 
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ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS 
1. Opening 

2. Council Prayer 

3. Attendance 
 Expected attendance of this meeting is as follows:     

Councillors  Staff/Consultants  

Cr RW Marsh 
(Mayor) 

-Full Meeting Mr Matthew Magin (Chief Executive 
Officer) 

-Whole 
Meeting 

Cr RG Fuhrmeister -Full Meeting Mrs Michelle Clarke (Director Finance & 
Corporate Services) 

-Whole 
Meeting 

Cr FM Gaske -Full Meeting Mr Andrew Boardman (Director 
Infrastructure Services) 

-As required 
for IFS 

Cr SC O’Toole -Full Meeting Dr Digby Whyte (Director Environment & 
Regulatory Services) 

-As required 
for ERS 

Cr  RI  Paul -Full Meeting   

Cr SS Scriven -Full Meeting   

Cr ID Todd -Full Meeting   
 

 
 

 

 

4. Leave of Absence  

5.  Declarations of conflicts of interest 

6. Reception and consideration of reports 
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MEETING BUSINESS BY CORPORATE FUNCTION  
 

(IFS) INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 
ITEM TITLE SUB HEADING PAGE 

IFS1 WATER RESTRICTION 
LEVEL VARIATION 

Water Restriction Level Variation move from Level 3 to Level 4 4 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Water Restriction Level Variation 

DATE: 02.12.19  

AGENDA REF: IFS1 

AUTHOR: Andrew Boardman - Director Infrastructure Services  

  

 

Sub-Heading 

Water Restriction Level Variation move from Level 3 to Level 4 
 

Executive Summary 

Council officers have met with DNRME, Mallawa and Sunwater to discuss water availability, water allocations, 
physical storage and forecast usage of water remaining in system, focusing on Jack Taylor Weir. All parties are 
collaborating to ensure water can be sustained for critical town functions. Council officers recommend that 
Council implement level 4 restriction levels early before the level indicated in the St George Water Restriction 
Policy is reached and also undertake a review of the St George Water Restriction Policy. 

Background 

The level in Jack Taylor Weir has been dropping rapidly and Council received notification from Sunwater to 
prepare for the river to separate into waterholes. A meeting was held with the main stakeholders to find out 
demand on the Weir and to ensure Council can be prepared to put in emergent measures to obtain water if 
required and ensure water can be sustained for critical functions. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Infrastructure and Planning Protection and enhancement of water supply 

Consultation (Internal & external) 

Balonne Shire Council – Manager Water, Sewerage & Towns, Supervisor Water & Sewerage, Water & 
Sewerage Ganger 
Sunwater, Mallawa, DNRME 

Legal Implications 

Potential liability if river supply was to run out as fire fighting (safety), ablutions (health) and evaporative air 
conditioners (health) rely on the supply. 
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Risk Implications 

Community Service - Inability to achieve Council’s vision and mission to deliver community services and meet 
current and future needs. 

Policy Implications 

St George Water Restriction Policy trigger level for moving to level 4 restrictions is a remaining allocation less 
than 500ML. It is proposed to proactively move to Level 4 ahead of Sunwater indicating that our remaining 
allocation has reached this trigger level. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Operational cost to advertise and implement the further water restrictions. 
Additional operational cost to ‘source’ water from outside normal operational conditions. 

Options or Alternatives 

Council could adhere strictly to the policy, however the latest water reconciliation information provided by 
Sunwater has raised concerns that Council may not have as much water physically available as indicated by 
Sunwater in our available allocation.  
 

Attachments 

1. St George Water Restriction Policy ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to: 

1. Increase water restrictions to Level 4 in St George. 
2. Review and workshop the St George Water Restriction Policy. 

 
 

 
Andrew Boardman 
Director Infrastructure Services  
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CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
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INFORMATION REPORTS  
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