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ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS 
1. Opening 

2. Council Prayer 

3. Attendance Expected attendance of this meeting is as follows:     

Councillors  Staff/Consultants  

Cr SC O’Toole (Mayor) -Full Meeting Mr Matthew Magin (Chief Executive Officer) -Whole Meeting 

Cr R Avery -Full Meeting Mrs Michelle Clarke (Director Finance & 
Corporate Services) 

-Whole Meeting 

Cr RG Fuhrmeister -Full Meeting Mr Andrew Boardman (Director Infrastructure 
Services) 

-As required for 
IFS 

Cr R Lomman -Full Meeting Dr Digby Whyte (Director Environment & 
Regulatory Services) 

-As required for 
ERS 

Cr SS Scriven -Full Meeting   

Cr ID Todd -Full Meeting   

Cr W Winks -Full Meeting   
 

 

 
 

 

4. Leave of Absence  

5. Confirmation of Minutes  
 (COM) Confirmation of Minutes of the General Meeting held on 30 April, 2020. 

6. Declaration of Conflicts of Interest 

7. Deputations   
Nil 

8. Councillor Reports 

9. Meeting Business by Corporate Function  

Office of the CEO 

Finance & Corporate Services  

Infrastructure Services  

Environment & Regulatory Services  

10. Confidential Items 

Office of the CEO  

Finance & Corporate Services  

Infrastructure Services  

Environment & Regulatory Services  

11. General Business 

12. Information Reports 

Office of the CEO 

Finance & Corporate Services  

Infrastructure Services  

Environment & Regulatory Services  



 

 
 

Page 3 of 332 21 May 2020 
 

MEETING BUSINESS BY CORPORATE FUNCTION  
 

(OCEO) OFFICE OF THE CEO 
ITEM TITLE SUB HEADING PAGE 

OCEO1 COUNCILLOR 
PORTFOLIOS 

Councillor Portfolios 4 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Councillor Portfolios 

DATE: 12.05.20  

AGENDA REF: OCEO1 

AUTHOR: Kimi Waterson - Administration Officer - Governance  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Councillor Portfolios 
 

Executive Summary 

Councillor Portfolios provide an opportunity for Council to effectively utilise the knowledge and expertise of its 
Councillors in supporting optimal strategic, policy and financial decision-making. Councillor Portfolios also 
provide an opportunity for individual Councillors to expand their knowledge of portfolio areas and to develop 
their skills and capabilities to support effective governance and decision-making of the Council. 

Background 

Council has requested a portfolio system where each Councillor is nominated to a strategic area of Council to 
share the workload and assist in the understanding of Council’s core strategic areas. The roles and 
responsibilities:   

Communities & Public Spaces 

Economic Development & Planning 

Tourism & Events 

Rural Services & Environmental Management 

Infrastructure & Asset Management 

Finance & Governance 

 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Governance Effective strategic planning and partnerships 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Councillors and Senior Leadership Group 
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Legal Implications 

There is no legislative requirement for portfolios, it is a policy decision of Council. All councillors are accountable 
and must inform themselves of the items before council when making a decision. Council cannot delegate 
authority to an individual councillor but can delegate certain powers to the Mayor or a Standing Committee.  

Risk Implications 

Reputation - Inadequate engagement and assessment of the impact of external and internal stakeholders on 
our community, viability and productive capacity. 

Policy Implications 

The Councillor Portfolio Policy is attached for adoption.  The policy refers to the Acceptable Request Guidelines 
and Media Policies. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Nil 

Options or Alternatives 

Nil 
 

Attachments 

1. Portfolio Policy 2020 ⇩  
2. Media Policy 2020 ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to: 

1. adopt the Councillor Portfolio Policy, as attached; and 
2. adopt the revised Media Policy, as attached; and 
3. nominate the Councillors to the six strategic portfolio areas as detailed in the addendum to be tabled. 

  
 

 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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(FCS) FINANCE AND CORPORATE SERVICES 
ITEM TITLE SUB HEADING PAGE 

FCS1 COMMITTEE STRUCTURES Committee Structures 13 

FCS2 AUDIT & RISK COMMITTEE 
MINUTES 28 APRIL 2020 

The Minutes of the Audit & Risk Committee 28 April 2020 are 
presented to Council. 

15 

FCS3 QUARTERLY 
PERFORMANCE REPORT - 
QUARTER 3 - 2019/20 

Quarterly Performance Report – Quarter 3 – 2019/2020 83 

FCS4 MONTHLY FINANCIAL 
MANAGEMENT REPORT 
APRIL 2020 

Monthly Financial Management Report as at 30 April 2020. 156 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Committee Structures 

DATE: 12.05.20  

AGENDA REF: FCS1 

AUTHOR: Kimi Waterson - Administration Officer - Governance  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Committee Structures 
 

Executive Summary 

Constitution of Standing, Special and Advisory Committee Meetings of Council 

Background 

Councils has considered its strategic priorities and has a range of options to appoint standing, special and/or 
advisory committees to assist in the decision making and consultative process of Council. 
 
The Local Government Regulations 2012 refer to three type of committees: - 
 

1. Standing committees (of which all members must be councillors) 
2. Special committees; (of which all members must be councillors and where it may relate to a specific or 

special project); and  
3. Advisory committees (of which members may be councillors and members of the public or other 

advisors) 
 
Council may also adopt User or Reference Groups that fall outside the legislative requirements.  These Groups 
will be used as a model for Council to engage and consult with community groups and members.  
 
A model Terms of Reference will be developed so that each Committee or Group will have a consistent 
governance approach.  It should be noted that Standing and Advisory Committees constituted by Council must 
also abide by the Local Government Act, Regulations and Code of Meeting Practice.  
 
The attached document recommends the Committees and Reference Groups to be established by Council and 
their respective membership. 
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Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Governance Active community and stakeholder engagement 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Councillors 
Senior Leadership Group 
Relevant Departmental representatives 

Legal Implications 

S264 LG Regulations Council may  
(a) appoint, from its councillors, standing committees or special committees; and 
(b) appoint advisory committees 
 
S265 Advisory Committees may include members who are not councillors 
 
S267 Council may appoint a chairperson of each Committee  

Risk Implications 

Reputation - Inadequate engagement and assessment of the impact of external and internal stakeholders on 
our community, viability and productive capacity. 

Policy Implications 

The Code of Meeting Practice is the overarching guide for meetings in accordance with the Local Government 
Act and Regulations.  Terms of Reference are in place for some of the Committees, some require review and 
others require development.  All will be presented to Council as they are completed for adoption.  

Financial and Resource Implications 

Nil 

Options or Alternatives 

Nil 

Attachments 

Nil 
   

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to constitute the following Committees and Advisory Groups as per the attached list (to 
be tabled). 
 
 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Audit & Risk Committee Minutes 28 April 2020 

DATE: 08.05.20  

AGENDA REF: FCS2 

AUTHOR: Michelle Clarke - Director Finance & Corporate Services  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

The Minutes of the Audit & Risk Committee 28 April 2020 are presented to Council. 
 

Executive Summary 

The Minutes of the Audit & Risk Committee for 28 April 2020 are presented for adoption and include two ‘flying 
minutes’ items that were provided to Council’s external auditors.  

Background 

The Audit & Risk Committee met on 28 April 2020 and the Chair, Mr James Hetherington welcomed the two new 
Councillor members, the Mayor Cr O’Toole and Cr Todd.  The meeting considered the following items: 
 

• QAO Briefing Paper for April 2020 

• Internal Audit Progress Report 

• Risk Management Progress Report 

• Audit Progress Report 

• New Accounting Standards – Position Papers 

• New Enterprise Resource Planning System – Synergy Soft Project Progress 
 
Following the Committee the following items were considered by ‘flying minute’: 
 

• The first draft of the Shell Financial Statements; and 

• A Position Paper on Assets – useful lives and indexation 
 
The External Audit was completed during the week of 14 April (electronically) and all current milestones and 
information requests have been met.   

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Governance Financial management for long-term sustainability 
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Consultation (internal/external) 

Prosperity Advisors (Council’s external auditors) 
Queensland Audit Office 
Audit & Risk Committee members 
Senior Leadership Group 
 
The Audit & Risk Committee requested that a workshop be held with Councillors on the new accounting 
standards and implications for Council’s financials.  This workshop will be scheduled in the coming weeks.  

Legal Implications 

Section 105 of the Local Government Act 2009 requires Council to have an internal audit function.  Council 
has established its Audit & Risk Committee in accordance with Section 211 of the Local Government 
Regulations 2012. 

Risk Implications 

Financial Impact - Inability to achieve financial sustainability and meet current and future needs of the 
community. 

Policy Implications 

Audit & Risk Committee Terms of Reference has provision for ‘flying minutes’ and requires those items to be 
presented to the next ordinary meeting of Council.  The draft Shell Financial Statements and the draft Position 
Paper for Assets were accepted by the Audit & Risk Committee and provided to the external auditors.  Feedback 
from the external auditors is due back by end of June. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Not applicable. 

Options or Alternatives 

Not applicable 

Attachments 

1. Audit & Risk Committee Minutes 28 April 2020 ⇩  
2. Draft Shell Financial Statements 19/20 ⇩  
3. Draft Position Paper Assets - Indexation and Useful Lives ⇩  
   

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to: 

1. receive and adopt the Audit & Risk Committee recommendations (as attached); and 
2. accept the ‘flying minute’ of the Audit & Risk Committee to receive and note: 

a. the first draft of the Shell Financial Statements; and 
b. the revised Valuation Assessment Position Paper 

for presentation to Council’s external auditors.  
 

 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Quarterly Performance Report - Quarter 3 - 2019/20 

DATE: 12.05.20  

AGENDA REF: FCS3 

AUTHOR: Kimi Waterson - Administration Officer - Governance  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Quarterly Performance Report – Quarter 3 – 2019/2020 
 

Executive Summary 

The Quarterly Performance Report for Quarter 3 – 2019/20 is presented to Council for adoption. 

Background 

The Chief Executive Officer must present a written assessment of the Local Governments progress towards 
implementing the annual operational plan of not more than three months.  
 
The progress report for Quarter 3 (1 January 2020 to 31 March 2020) is attached. 
 
Each section provides an overview of performance in a graphical layout. Traffic lights give an indication of the 
performance for Quarter 2.  

• Green lights generally have no commentary as they are on track.  

• Amber lights indicate that the action or KPI requires monitoring.   

• Red traffic light indicates that the target has not been met, work has not commenced or the KPI has not 
been achieved 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Governance Effective strategic planning and partnerships 

Consultation (internal/external) 

All directors have been given the opportunity to provide commentary on the progress the Milestones and Key 
Performance Indicators within the Operational Plan. 

Legal Implications 

The report complies with Section 174(3) Local Government Regulation 2012. 
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Risk Implications 

Financial Impact - Inability to achieve financial sustainability and meet current and future needs of the 
community. 

Policy Implications 

Not Applicable 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Not Applicable 
 

Attachments 

1. Q3 Organisational Performance Report 2019-20.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to adopt the Quarterly Performance Report for Quarter 3 of 2019/20, as attached, in 
accordance with, Section 174(3) of the Local Government Regulations 2012. 
 

 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Financial Management Report April 2020 

DATE: 12.05.20  

AGENDA REF: FCS4 

AUTHOR: Tracey Lee - Manager Finance Services  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Monthly Financial Management Report as at 30 April 2020. 
 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Governance Financial management for long-term sustainability 

Risk Implications 

Financial Impact - Inability to achieve financial sustainability and meet current and future needs of the 
community. 

 
 

Attachments 

1. Monthly Finance Report - April 2020.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That the monthly Financial Management Report for the period ending 30 April 2020, as attached, be received 
and noted. 

 
 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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(IFS) INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 
ITEM TITLE SUB HEADING PAGE 

IFS1 TURVEY COURT KERB 
AND CHANNEL AND 
FOOTPATH REQUEST 

Turvey Court kerb and channel and footpath request 171 

IFS2 DUPLICATE ROAD NAMES 
IN MUNGINDI 

Duplicate Road Names in Mungindi 174 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Turvey Court kerb and channel and footpath request 

DATE: 10.05.20  

AGENDA REF: IFS1 

AUTHOR: Peter Willey - Project Officer  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Turvey Court kerb and channel and footpath request 
 

Executive Summary 

Council has received a request from a Turvey Court resident for a footpath, and kerb and channel in Turvey 
Court. 

Background 

There is an existing footpath along Victoria St / Carnarvon Hwy which terminates at the entrance to Turvey Court 
(see below) 
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The request for the footpath notes that: 
- Residents have to walk on the road, 
- Turvey Court gets a lot of foot traffic from the caravan park from walkers appreciating the well-kept  

gardens, 
- It is a pleasant walk and drive for locals and visitors, and 
- Children have to use the road for bikes and skateboards 

 
The request for kerb and channel notes that: 

- A downpour several years ago left 10 inches of water covering their entire 1 acre lot. 
- Around the same time it was “gazetted” in the mayors letter and Balonne Beacon that Turvey Court was 

to get kerb and channel 
- As residents of St George for 78.5 and 59 years, neither requestor have ever had kerb and channel. 
-  

A street view is provided below. 
 

 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Infrastructure and Planning Community infrastructure for existing and future needs 

Consultation (internal/external) 

There has been no consultation with other Turvey Court residents to gauge support for the request. 
Letter at Doc ID 142829 

Legal Implications 

Nil 
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Risk Implications 

Financial Impact - Inability to achieve financial sustainability and meet current and future needs of the 
community. 

Policy Implications 

Asset Management Policy 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Assuming a footpath on one side of the street only, 490m of 2m wide footpath would cost approximately $54,000.  
980m of kerb and channel would cost approximately $50,000. This does not include any costs associated with 
amending road profile or subsurface drainage. Maintenance and depreciation costs have not been determined. 
 
There is currently no budget item to construct a footpath or kerb and channel in Turvey Court. 

Options or Alternatives 

Nil 

 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to notify the requester that there is currently no budget allocation to construct a footpath 
and kerb and channel in Turvey Court St George and that the works are currently not included in future 
planned works programmes. 
 

 

 
Andrew Boardman 
Director Infrastructure Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Duplicate Road Names in Mungindi  

DATE: 10.05.20  

AGENDA REF: IFS2 

AUTHOR: Adam Cassel - Asset Management & GIS Co-ordinator  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Duplicate Road Names in Mungindi 
 

Executive Summary 

Council received correspondence in relation to duplicate road names and associated safety concerns in the 
township of Mungindi. Council officers have conducted enquiries into the matter including contacting Moree 
Shire Council and have confirmed the details and identified a solution. 

Background 

On the 17th of April 2020 Council received correspondence from the Moree Plains Shire Council regarding 
duplicate street names: Walker and George Streets Mungindi.  
 
An original request was made approximately 6 years ago (2014) to change street names to eliminate any 
duplicates. As a consequence, George St was erroneously partly renamed, and Walker St was left unchanged. 
Subsequently issues have been raised with potential confusion in an emergency response due to duplicate 
street names. 
 
The erroneous street names are currently shown on maps accessed by emergency services including Google 
maps, Bing, Qld Globe and Council GIS records. 
 
The correspondence refers to the duplication of a street named “George” street. Investigations reveal that in fact 
there exists a street on the Qld side named “George” and on the NSW side named “St George”. There is no 
duplicate street named “George” St. 
 
Further, there appears to have been some attempt to change the name of “Walker” St on the Qld side, to 
“Stephen” St to eliminate the duplication of the street name “Walker”. However, this has resulted in part of 
“George” St being renamed “Stephen” St – as shown on the following page. 
 
Checks conducted with the Moree Plains Shire Council on the 08th of May 2020 confirm that there is no “Stephen” 
street in Mungindi on the NSW side. 
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Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Infrastructure and Planning Safe, efficient and connected transport networks 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Direct Infrastructure Services 
Moree Plains Shire Council 

Legal Implications 

Nil 

Risk Implications 

Reputation - Inadequate engagement and assessment of the impact of external and internal stakeholders on 
our community, viability and productive capacity. 

Policy Implications 

Nil 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Update of street signage and records – estimated $1,000.00 
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Options or Alternatives 

Council can either: 
1) rectify the naming duplicate; or, 
2) Leave in current state 

 

Attachments 

1. Moree Plains Shire Council - Correspondence ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to: 

1. Continue George Street, Mungindi QLD to the intersection with Barwon Street. Mungindi QLD 
2. Re-name Walker Street, Mungindi QLD to Stephen Street, Mungindi QLD. 
3. Replace signage to revised street names. 

 
 

 
Andrew Boardman 
Director Infrastructure Services  
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(ERS) ENVIRONMENT & REGULATORY SERVICES 
ITEM TITLE SUB HEADING PAGE 

ERS1 BODY WORN AND 
VEHICLE MOUNTED 
CAMERA POLICY 

Body Worn and Vehicle Mounted Camera Policy 181 

ERS2 WILD DOG ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE MEETING - 11 
FEBRUARY 2020 

Wild Dog Advisory Committee (WDAC) Meeting held on 11 
February 2020. 

189 

ERS3 PERMANENT ROAD 
CLOSURE THROUGH LOT 
6 ON BEL5346 - MURRAY 
DARLING WILD DOG 
EXCLUSION FENCE 
PROJECT 

Road Closures of unused road reserve through Lot 6 on BEL5346.  198 

ERS4 PERMANENT ROAD 
CLOSURE ADJOINING LOT 
10 ON COG9 & LOT 11 ON 
COG10 - MURRAY 
DARLING WILD DOG 
EXCLUSION FENCE 
PROJECT 

Road Closures of unused road reserve adjoining Lot 10 on COG9 
and Lot 11 on COG10.  

201 

ERS5 REQUEST FOR SITING 
VARIATION 21-23 
RAILWAY ST, 
DIRRANBANDI 

Request for siting variation at 21-23 Railway Street Dirranbandi 
by Michelle Walters, Project Support Officer 

205 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Body Worn and Vehicle Mounted Camera Policy 

DATE: 10.05.20  

AGENDA REF: ERS1 

AUTHOR: Digby Whyte - Director Environment & Regulatory Services  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Body Worn and Vehicle Mounted Camera Policy 
 

Executive Summary 

The policy (attached) will set out the purpose of using Body Worn & Vehicle Mounted Cameras and associated 
procedures (attached) will detail what information will be recorded, who will have access to this information and how this 
information will be stored and disposed of.  

Background 

The purpose of Body Worn & Vehicle Mounted Cameras (BWVMC) is to protect staff and the public, discourage 
aggressive and abusive behaviour and provide evidence where required to investigate complaints.  

The policy will set out the purpose of using BWVMC, and associated procedures (attached) will detail what information 
will be recorded, who will have access to this information and how this information will be stored and disposed of.  

The cameras are primarily for staff involved in compliance activities, such as the Manager Rural Services and 
Compliance, Local Laws Officer, Environmental Health Officer, and Environment Officer (Tyre Dumping Project). Initially 
the focus is on body worn cameras, but the Policy is suitable for any future use of vehicle mounted cameras.   

Operationally cameras will be leased for three-year terms from a specialist agency that provides secure Cloud storage 
and access, so that no specialist technical or regulatory requirements are necessary by Council. This method is used by 
other Councils in Queensland.  

The Policy outlines principles relating to the use of BWVMC’s to support compliance and enforcement activities and are 
supported by operational procedures (attached). BWVMC’s are not to continually record in instances where investigation 
is not being undertaken. They are activated when the officer considers it necessary to gather relevant evidence or 
support the safety of the officer or any other person. Where practicable the officer is to verbally announce why the 
recording has been activated.  

 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Governance Safe and healthy workplace environment 
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Consultation (internal/external) 

Robyn Shapcott, Manager Rural Lands and Compliance 
Michelle Clarke, Director Financial and Corporate Services 
Peak Services 
Legal advice 

Legal Implications 
Local Government Act 2009 

Public Records Act 2002 

Right to Information Act 2009 

Information Privacy Act 2009 

Balonne Shire Council Local Laws  

Local Government sector retention & disposal schedule QDAN 480 v.4 - Qld State Archives 

General retention and disposal schedule for administration records QDAN 249 v.7 - Qld State Archives 

Risk Implications 

Human Resources - Failure to provide a supportive cultural environment that promotes Council as an employer 
of choice. 

Policy Implications 

Council’s Corporate Plan.  
Council’s Information Management Policy.  

Financial and Resource Implications 

Leasing costs are provided for within Rural Services operations budget.  

Options or Alternatives 

Provide for two persons to attend compliance activity to support safety and corroborate evidence (higher cost). 
Utilise existing cell phones for digital evidence (less professional, effective, secure, or efficient). 
  
 

Attachments 

1. Body Worn and Vehicle Mounted Camera Policy 04052020.pdf ⇩  

2. Body Worn Cameras Procedure 04.05.20.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to approve the Body Worn and Vehicle Mounted Camera Policy 

 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Environment & Regulatory Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Wild Dog Advisory Committee Meeting - 11 February 2020 

DATE: 11.05.20  

AGENDA REF: ERS2 

AUTHOR: Tayla Willis - Project Support Officer  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Wild Dog Advisory Committee (WDAC) Meeting held on 11 February 2020. 
 

Executive Summary 

From the Project Support Officer reporting the proposed actions and recommendation from the Wild Dog 
Advisory Committee meeting held on 11 February 2020. 

Background 

The Committee is constituted to help reduce the impacts of wild dogs on landholders by guiding an effective, 
efficient, and coordinated approach to controlling wild dogs and other vertebrate pests.  The Committee will 
operate under Council’s Biosecurity Plan and in cooperation with the Pest Working Group [yet to be] constituted 
under that Plan.   
 
The Committees objectives are:  

a) Increase landholder participation and coordination in effective wild dog and related priority pest 
animal control across all land uses in the Shire 

b) Increase awareness of wild dog impacts to all stakeholders in the Shire via education and 
communication programs 

c) Improve and enhance pest animal data collection across the Shire 
d) Identify and prioritise potential and high impact/density areas in the Shire, including changes 

from the roll-out of wild dog exclusion fences across the Shire 
e) Maintain and improve the effectiveness of and participation in landholder syndicates 

 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Environment Biosecurity, pest management and stock route planning 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Wild Dog Advisory Committee (WDAC)  
Mr Kevin Fontaine (Rural Lands & Environment Officer) 
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Mr John Conroy (Biosecurity Officer – Invasive Plants and Animals, Biosecurity Queensland) 
Mr John Cuskelly (Senior Biosecurity Officer – Invasive Plants and Animals, Biosecurity Queensland)  
Mr Leo Jensen (Acting Manager of Rural Services & Compliance)  
Ms Robyn Shapcott (Manager of Rural Services & Compliance)  
Dr Digby Whyte (Director Environment and Regulatory Services)  
Mrs Tayla Willis (Project Support Officer – Rural Services & WDEF) 
Ms Skyela Kruger (South West Wild Dog Coordinator, AgForce) 

Legal Implications 

Nil. 

Risk Implications 

Nil. 

Policy Implications 

Nil.  

Financial and Resource Implications 

Within current budget 2019/2020. 

Options or Alternatives 

Nil 
 

Attachments 

1. Wild Dog Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes - 11 February 2020 ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That: 

1. Council receives the Wild Dog Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes from 11 February 2020; and  
2. Council notes the actions that have come out of the meeting.  

                                 
                  

ACTIONS 
Agenda Reference 

 
Proposed Action 

Officer 
Responsible 

1 
Provide a written response to 
the WDAC regarding the 
Privacy Information Act.  

Written Response  
Tayla Willis / 
Digby Whyte  

2 

Provide to AgForce 
Coordinator information 
relating to the WDEF 
programs that Council has at 
the moment. 

Written Response – table showing 

program, no of properties, total km’s, 

estimate cost.  

Tayla Willis  

 
 

 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Environment & Regulatory Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: 
Permanent Road Closure through Lot 6 on BEL5346 - Murray Darling Wild Dog 
Exclusion Fence Project 

DATE: 11.05.20  

AGENDA REF: ERS3 

AUTHOR: Tayla Willis - Project Support Officer  

  

 

Sub-Heading 

Road Closures of unused road reserve through Lot 6 on BEL5346.  
 

Executive Summary 

From the Project Support Officer reporting on the permanent road closure for unused road within Lot 6 on 
BEL5346 affecting the Wild Dog Exclusion Fence projects.  

Background 

Council has received written correspondence on 8 May 2020, from “Cooly”, seeking Balonne Shire Council’s 
support and the requirements for the permanent road closure of an area of road through the middle of “Cooly” 
running north – south from the Moonie Highway known as Lot 6 on BEL5346. The landholder has noted the road 
creates unnecessary additional wild dog exclusion fencing.  
 
The section of road reserve is unidentified, and access to the road is obtained only from the Moonie Highway. 
The total area of the proposed road closure amounts to approximately 13.5 hectares. The road is considered to 
not be utilised by any adjoining lots, especially Lot 12 on SP220279. This lot is accessed via Thomby Road and 
will not be land locked.  
 
After consultation between Council’s Director of Infrastructure Services, Manager of Rural Services and 
Compliance, Senior Rural Services Officer and the Department of Natural Resources, Mines and Energy Senior 
Land Officer South Region, it is considered that the permanent closure of the unused road will not negatively 
impact the surrounding properties on the area by way of restricting access.  
 
Importantly, the road is not maintained by Council, and while it is identified as unused, aerial images suggest 
that there is no track for vehicle movements currently.  
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Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Environment Biosecurity, pest management and stock route planning 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Mr Andrew Boardman (Director of Infrastructure Services)  
Mr Digby Whyte (Director Environment & Regulatory) 
Mr Matthew Magin (Chief Executive Officer)  
Ms Robyn Shapcott (Manager of Rural Services and Compliance) 
Mr Kevin Fontaine (Senior Rural Services Officer) 
Ms Janine York, Senior Land Officer South Region, DRNME 

Legal Implications 

Nil 
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Risk Implications 

Nil. 

Policy Implications 

Nil 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Nil to Council.  

Options or Alternatives 

Retain the unused road 

 
 

Attachments 

Nil  
 

Recommendation 

 
That Council does not object to the Landholder of Lot 6 on BEL5346 to apply to Department of Natural 
Resources, Mines and Energy granting the permanent road closure of the unused road reserve through Lot 
6 on BEL 5346. 
 

 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Environment & Regulatory Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: 
Permanent Road Closure adjoining Lot 10 on COG9 & Lot 11 on COG10 - Murray 
Darling Wild Dog Exclusion Fence Project 

DATE: 11.05.20  

AGENDA REF: ERS4 

AUTHOR: Tayla Willis - Project Support Officer  

  

 

Sub-Heading 

Road Closures of unused road reserve adjoining Lot 10 on COG9 and Lot 11 on COG10.  
 

Executive Summary 

From the Project Support Officer reporting on the permanent road closure for unused road adjoining Lot 10 on 
COG9 and Lot 11 on COG10 affecting the Wild Dog Exclusion Fence projects.  

Background 

Council has received written correspondence on 11 May 2020, from “Old Cashmere” and in support from 
“Chesterfield”, seeking Balonne Shire Council’s support and the requirements for the permanent road closure of 
an area of unused road reserve adjoining Lot 10 on COG9 (“Old Cashmere”) and Lot 11 on COG10 
(“Chesterfield”) see below map. The landholder has noted the road creates unnecessary additional wild dog 
exclusion fencing.  
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The section of road reserve is unidentified, and access to the road is obtained only from the Mitchell-St George 
Road. The total area of the proposed road closure for “Old Cashmere” amounts to approximately 64.2 hectares. 
The road is considered to not be utilised by any adjoining lots. This lot is accessed via Thomby Road and will 
not be land locked.  
 

 
 

 
The above section of road reserve is unidentified, and access to the road is obtained only from the Mitchell-St 
George Road. The total area of the proposed road closure for “Old Cashmere” amounts to approximately 64.2 
hectares. The road is considered to not be utilised by any adjoining lots. This lot is accessed via Mitchell-St 
George Road and will not be land locked.  
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The above section of road reserve is unidentified, and access to the road is obtained only from the Mitchell-St 
George Road to Lot 11 on COG10. The total area of the proposed road closure for “Chesterfield” amounts to 
approximately 49.6 hectares. The road is considered to not be utilised by any adjoining lots and runs through 
the middle of Lot 11 on COG10. This lot is accessed via Mitchell-St George Road through Lot 11 on COG10 and 
will not be land locked. This permanent road closure does not affect or land lock the adjoining Lot 9 on COG1, 
Lot 101 on RP905121 and Lot 11 on COG103. 
 
After consultation between Council’s Director of Infrastructure Services, Manager of Rural Services and 
Compliance, Senior Rural Services Officer and the Department of Natural Resources, Mines and Energy Senior 
Land Officer South Region, it is considered that the permanent closure of the unused road will not negatively 
impact the surrounding properties on the area by way of restricting access.  
 
Importantly, the road is not maintained by Council, and while it is identified as unused, aerial images suggest 
that there is no track for vehicle movements currently.  
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Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Environment Biosecurity, pest management and stock route planning 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Mr Andrew Boardman (Director of Infrastructure Services)  
Mr Digby Whyte (Director Environment & Regulatory Services) 
Mr Matthew Magin (Chief Executive Officer)  
Ms Robyn Shapcott (Manager of Rural Services and Compliance) 
Mr Kevin Fontaine (Senior Rural Services Officer) 
Ms Janine York, Senior Land Officer South Region, DRNME 

Legal Implications 

Nil 

Risk Implications 

Nil. 

Policy Implications 

Nil 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Nil to Council.  

Options or Alternatives 

Retain the unused road 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
   
 

Recommendation 

 
That Council:  

1. Does not object to the Landholder of Lot 10 on COG9 (“Old Cashmere”) applying to the Department 
of Natural Resources, Mines and Energy for a permanent road closure of the unused road adjoining 
this section to the total figure of 64.2 hectares.  

2. Does not object to the Landholder of Lot 11 on COG10 (“Chesterfield”) applying to the Department of 
Natural Resources, Mines and Energy for a permanent road closure of the unused road adjoining this 
section to the total figure of 49.6 hectares.  

 
 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Environment & Regulatory Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Request for siting variation 21-23 Railway St, Dirranbandi 

DATE: 12.05.20  

AGENDA REF: ERS5 

AUTHOR: Michelle Walters - Administration Officer  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Request for siting variation at 21-23 Railway Street Dirranbandi by Michelle Walters, Project Support Officer 
 

Executive Summary 

For Council to consider a siting boundary clearance variation for a proposed new dwelling to be located at 21-
23 Railway Street Dirranbandi, being Lot 5 on D30619 & Lot 1 on RP98171. 

Background 

In December 2019, Council approved Building Application Decision Notice BA5202 for demolition of the 
existing dwelling located at 21-23 Railway Street Dirranbandi, sited on Lot 5 on D30619. 
 
Council has now received an Application for construction of a new (replacement) dwelling proposed to be 
erected in approximately the same physical location on the allotment as the previous building. The proposed 
site plan is attached to this report (see Attachment 1). 
 
Under Council’s Planning Scheme 2019, the site is located within the Centre Zone of Dirranbandi. Total site 
area is approximately 1283 square metres, comprising Lot 5 on D30619 (941m2) and Lot 1 on RP98171 
(342m2) (see Figure 1 and Attachment 2). 
 
In lieu of including standards for allotment boundary clearances, the Planning Scheme references the 
Queensland Development Code (QDC) for those standards, specifically in this instance QDC Part MP1.2. 
 
In the “Definitions” section of QDC Part MP1.2: 
Side and rear boundary clearance means: 
(a) for a building or structure other than a swimming pool, the shortest distance measured horizontally from 

the outermost projection of the building or structure to the vertical projection of the boundary of the lot. 
 
Performance Criterion P2 of QDC Part MP1.2 states: 
P2 
Buildings and structures – 
(a) provide adequate daylight and ventilation to habitable rooms; and 
(b) allow adequate light and ventilation to habitable rooms of buildings on adjoining lots. 
(c) do not adversely impact on the amenity and privacy of residents on adjoining lots. 
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Acceptable Solution A2 of QDC Part MP1.2 states the following as “deemed to comply” for P2: 
A2 
(a) The side and rear boundary clearance for a part of the building or structure is – 

(i) where the height of that part is 4.5m or less - 1.5m; and 
(ii) where the height of that part is greater than 4.5m but not more than 7.5m - 2m; and 
(iii) where the height is greater than 7.5m - 2m plus 0.5m for every 3m or part exceeding 7.5m. 

 
Note that for general single storey housing, A2(a)(i) means a side and rear boundary clearance of 1.5 metres 
is the accepted standard. 
 
Where a setback does not comply with the Acceptable Solution, the Applicant is required to demonstrate that 
their proposal does in fact comply with the intent of the Performance Criterion. This is the subject matter of this 
report. 
 
The siting variation request (see Attachment 3) seeks approval to locate the dwelling within the 
standard 1.5 metre side boundary clearance. 
 
The Applicant’s site drawing (see Attachment 1) indicates a proposed setback of 600mm off the eastern 
boundary for the replacement dwelling. This clearance matches the location of the previous building. All other 
boundary clearances comply with the Acceptable Solution. 
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Legend 
 

Subject site – 21-23 Railway Street Dirranbandi (Lot 5 on D30619 & Lot 1 on RP98171) 

 

 
 
Figure 2. Street view of 21-23 Railway Street Dirranbandi incl. location of previous dwelling. 

Siting Assessment 

The proposal has been assessed against Performance Criterion P2 of the QDC as follows: 
Buildings and structures – 
(a) provide adequate daylight and ventilation to habitable rooms. 

• The proposed site plan indicates a clearance of approximately 1.5 metres to the shed on the 
adjoining allotment to the east (Lot 1 on RP98171), which is also owned by the Applicant. 

• Along the southern end of the eastern wall of the new dwelling, Lot 5 on D30619 has a common 
boundary with Lot 12 on SP134265. This is railway land and is currently unoccupied in the vicinity of 
Lot 5 on D30619 and is likely to remain so. 

• It is considered the above can be described as providing adequate daylight and ventilation to 
habitable rooms in the dwelling. 

(b) allow adequate light and ventilation to habitable rooms of buildings on adjoining lots. 

• There are no buildings containing habitable rooms on the adjoining allotment to the east (Lot 1 on 
RP98171), which is also owned by the Applicant. 

• Along the southern end of the eastern wall of the new dwelling, Lot 5 on D30619 has a common 
boundary with Lot 12 on SP134265. This is railway land and is currently unoccupied for habitable 
purposes in the vicinity of Lot 5 on D30619 and is likely to remain so. 

• Not applicable. 
(c) do not adversely impact on the amenity and privacy of residents on adjoining lots. 

• There are no residents on the adjoining allotment to the east (Lot 1 on RP98171), which is also 
owned by the Applicant. 

• Along the southern end of the eastern wall of the new dwelling, Lot 5 on D30619 has a common 
boundary with Lot 12 on SP134265. This is railway land and is currently unoccupied for habitable 
purposes in the vicinity of Lot 5 on D30619 and is likely to remain so. 

• Not applicable. 
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In addition, the proposal is for the new building to be sited in the same location in which the building it replaces 
had been previously. 
 
It is considered that the requested variation of the setback to the eastern side boundary will not create any 
unreasonable impacts to nor compromise the outcomes of residential amenity, streetscape, character of 
surrounding building siting or public safety. 
 
No Council infrastructure is located in proximity to the proposed siting. 
 
On the basis of the above it is considered that the proposed residence will not create any unreasonable 
impacts to the site or surrounds and existing character of the area. It is therefore recommended that approval 
be granted to the requested siting variation. 

Building Implications 

Construction close to an allotment boundary can invoke passive fire protection requirements for elements of 
the building construction as outlined in Building Code of Australia Volume 2. 
 
3.7.2.2 External walls of Class 1 buildings  
An external wall of a Class 1 building, and any openings in that wall, must comply with 3.7.2.4 if the wall is less 
than: 
(a) 900 mm from an allotment boundary other than the boundary adjoining a road alignment or other public 

space; 
 
3.7.2.4 Construction of external walls  
(a) External walls (including gables) required to be fire-resisting (referred to in 3.7.2.2 or 3.7.2.5) must —  

(i) commence at the footings or ground slab, except where the external wall commences above a 
separating wall complying with 3.7.3.2 (see Figure 3.7.2.2b); and 

(ii) extend to —  
(A) the underside of a non-combustible roof covering, except that a wall may terminate not more 

than 200 mm from the underside of a non-combustible roof covering, where the area between 
the external wall and underside of the roof covering is sealed with a non-combustible fascia, 
gutter or flashing; or  

(B) the underside of a non-combustible eaves lining (See Figure 3.7.2.3); and  
(iii) be constructed in accordance with (b).  

(b) A wall required by (a) must—  
(i) have an FRL of not less than 60/60/60 when tested from the outside; or  
(ii) be of masonry-veneer construction in which the external masonry veneer is not less than 90 mm 

thick; or  
(iii) be of masonry construction not less than 90 mm thick. 

 
Figure 3.7.2.3 Typical construction of external walls 
{Part (d) for eaves} (remaining parts of Figure omitted) 
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Although the building wall will not lie within the prescribed 900mm distance from the boundary to require fire-
resistant construction, part of the eave will and the eave is therefore required to be constructed with a non-
combustible lining (such as FC sheeting) in accordance with Figure 3.7.2.3(d). 
 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Infrastructure and Planning Sustainable planning and development 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Bryan Payne – Building Certifier 

Legal Implications 

The Planning Act 2016 
Council’s Planning Scheme and the Queensland Development Codes (QDC) apply. 

Risk Implications 

Community Service - Inability to achieve Council’s vision and mission to deliver community services and meet 
current and future needs. 

Policy Implications 

Council’s Planning Policies apply. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Nil 

Options or Alternatives 

Require the standard boundary clearance 
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Attachments 

1. Hemming house- site plan.pdf ⇩  
2. Hemming siting variation - Lot Plan.pdf ⇩  
3. Hemming - Siting Variation Request.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

That Council resolves to: 
 

1. Receive this report. 
 

2. Approve the residential building at 21-23 Railway Street Dirranbandi to be located up to 600mm 
from the eastern boundary as a siting variation from the standard 1.5m criterion. 

 
3. Consider the desirability of requiring that the two allotments comprising 21-23 Railway Street 

Dirranbandi be amalgamated as a condition of approval of the boundary relaxation in order for this 
to minimise the extent of the lesser boundary clearance. 
 

 
 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Environment & Regulatory Services  
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CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
 

(COCEO) OFFICE OF THE CEO 
ITEM TITLE SUB HEADING PAGE 

COCEO1 BALONNE EMERGING 
LEADERS BURSARY 
ASSESSMENT 2020 

This item will be discussed in closed session in accordance with 
section 275 of the Local Government Regulation 2012. 

 

    

 

(CFCS) FINANCE AND CORPORATE SERVICES 
ITEM TITLE SUB HEADING PAGE 

CCFS1 REFRESH - PREFERRED 
SUPPLIERS 
ARRANGEMENT - TRADE 
SERVICES 

This item will be discussed in closed session in accordance with 
section 275 of the Local Government Regulation 2012. 

 

CCFS2 WILD DOG EXCLUSION 
FENCING - CONTRACTORS 
AND SUPPLIERS 
PREFERRED SUPPLIER 
LIST 

This item will be discussed in closed session in accordance with 
section 275 of the Local Government Regulation 2012. 

 

CCFS3 SALE OF LAND FOR 
ARREARS OF RATES 

This item will be discussed in closed session in accordance with 
section 275 of the Local Government Regulation 2012. 

 

    

 

(CIFS) INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 
ITEM TITLE SUB HEADING PAGE 

CIFS1 DIRRANBANDI WATER 
TREATMENT PLANT 
UPGRADE - VARIATION 
REQUEST 

This item will be discussed in closed session in accordance with 
section 275 of the Local Government Regulation 2012. 
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INFORMATION REPORTS  
 

(IOCEO) OFFICE OF THE CEO 
ITEM TITLE SUB HEADING PAGE 

IOCEO1 MONTHLY REPORT - 
COMMUNITIES & 
LIBRARIES 

The Community & Libraries Report for the month of April 2020 is 
presented for Council’s information 

216 

IOCEO2 ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT REPORT 
APRIL 2020 

 234 

IOCEO3 TOURISM SERVICES 
MONTHLY REPORT 

Balonne Shire Tourism Report for April 2020 as supplied by the 
Manager Tourism. 

242 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report - Communities & Libraries 

DATE: 08.05.20  

AGENDA REF: IOCEO1 

AUTHOR: Dani Kinnear - Community Development Officer  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

The Community & Libraries Report for the month of April 2020 is presented for Council’s information 

Community and Libraries 

Library Services 

Total Monthly loans    
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   Total Monthly Membership 

     

  Total of E-resources usage for the Balonne Shire 2019-20 Q2  

Number of eAudiobooks loaned  835 

Number of eBooks loaned   267 

Number of electonic services downloaded 164 

Total E-resources    1266 

Individual service totals 

Bolinda eAudio     814 

Bolinda eBook     128 

OverDrive eAudio      21 

OverDrive eBook     139 
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Freegal – Downloads    0 

Freegal – Streaming    0 

RB Digital      164 

Community Grants and Assistance – as at 30 April 2020 
As at 30 April 2020 Council has approved a total of 22 requests for assistance through the Community Grants 
and Assistance program totalling $17,580 (compared to this time last year of 24 applications with the total value 
of $15,435). Council has also approved 4 requests for funding of community traffic management plans to the 
total of $5,659.  
Due to Covid -19, and no community events running, we received no sponsorship requests in April.  
 

 
 
Community Groups/Organisation Meeting Minutes 

Attachments 

1. TPA May 2020 minutes ⇩  
2. DPA April 2020 Minutes ⇩  
  

 

 
Matthew Magin 
Chief Executive Officer  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Economic Development Report April 2020 

DATE: 08.05.20  

AGENDA REF: IOCEO2 

AUTHOR: Garnet Radford - Economic Development Officer  
  

 

Economic Development Report April 2020 

 
 
Economic Development Report April 2020 

The purpose of the report is to update Council on Economic Development activity in the Balonne Shire during the month 

of April 2020.  Majority of work was on COVID-19 business support/recovery and the business mentoring program.   

• Meet with local businesses, key local stakeholders, local producers, business decision makers and local 

champions to work on existing and new commercial opportunities 

• Meet key regional stakeholders from varying levels of government relevant to economic development projects  

• Update on key inward investment and expansion projects and activities for the period 

• Provide value-added services and business support to clients; and 

• Marketing to prospective investors and identify further investment opportunities.  

 

Summary of activity during the month of April and Year to Date is below:  

Metric Activity Notes 

New business enquiries 1 Monthly business enquiries  

YTD new business enquires 27 Year to date enquiries 

Business engagement meetings 55 Meetings in the month with key stakeholders – service 
providers, businesses 

YTD Business meetings 362 Year to date client and stakeholder meetings 

Follow up and value-add services 
(Referrals) 

80 Introductions, webinars, COVID-19 business support 
information and services, mentoring 

YTD Referral services 322 Year to date referrals  

Events and strategic meetings 13 Includes conference, chamber/progress associations, ED 
relevant events and strategic meetings/sessions 

YTD Business events 67  

Investments – Pipeline* 68 Pipeline of “Active Projects” (includes some Priority) 

Investments realised 0 Investments in month 

Investments YTD 2 Year to date investments announced in FY 

Value of investments 0 $ value of investments in month 

Investments $ YTD $1.5m Total value of investments Year to date in FY 

Jobs created  0 Jobs created (announced) in period 
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YTD Jobs 5 Jobs created (announced) year to date 

1.0 Monthly work program – activity and highlights  

 

1.1 Activity and Highlights 

• COVID-19 Business Support and Recovery 

o Launch of Business Support and Advisory services and business mental health well-being programs 

o Launch of COVID-19 support mentoring round after submission and approval from MDBEDP 

Committee and Department of Agriculture (mentor panel) 

o Business Task Force meetings and engagement/support campaigns (Tourism, SMEs) 

o Email and direct mail campaign to businesses re: support services and assistance, Stimulus package 

information  

o Information to enablers (banks, accounting and legal firms, Chamber of Commerce) – support to 

businesses 

o Submission of infrastructure and economic catalyst projects for consideration 

o Indigenous business support packages and information distributed 

o Support and information disseminated to Agriculture and Horticulture producers – health plan 

requirements, support services 

• Business Mentoring Program 

o Agreements finalised, reference and police checks, statutory declarations and set up as creditors 

o Milestone 2 Report submitted (1 April 2020) 

o Mentors and mentees finalised 

▪ Annexure report submitted to Department of Agriculture 

o COVID-19 Special mentoring round approved and launched 

o Follow up meetings with Project Officers working on tailored workshops 

• Report Update to Dirranbandi Progress Association (Business Mentoring program) 

• Space sector report to Council (April workshop) 

• Assessment of Exclusion Fencing Special Rate Scheme Round 2 

• BROC Inland rail information requests 

• Completion and submission of Saleyard pre-feasibility report to investment group 

• Economic Development Officer Forums – State Development 

• Buy Balonne Gift Card  

o Sales analysis and report and included in March report  

o Redistribution of gift cards to active sellers (5) from 12 within St George 

• One new business enquiry – quarry application 

 

1.1    Events & Strategic Meetings 

• Chamber of Commerce – Executive Meeting 

• MDB EDP Business Mentoring Committee 

• EDO Forums Microsoft Teams (2) facilitated by State Development 

• Launch of Business support programs 

• COVID-19 Business Task Force  

• BROC Inland Rail discussions and meetings 

• Growcom webinar 

• Deputy Director Advance Queensland and Chief Entrepreneur – Innovation in Darling Downs and South West 

 
1.2 Business Activity and Lead Generation  
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• Application for a quarry 

• Projects to emerge from Murray-Darling Basin Economic Development Program Business mentoring and 
beautification scheme program 
 

1.3 Reporting 

• Business Mentoring Milestone 2 report and mentee/mentor appointments annexure 

• March 2020 Economic Development update  

• Economic Development Activity report 

• Investment Summary Report; and 

• Business Mentoring Project Management Table 
 

Attachments 

1. Supporting Document Economic Development Report April 2020.pdf ⇩  
   

 

 
Matthew Magin 
Chief Executive Officer  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Tourism Services Monthly Report 

DATE: 08.05.20  

AGENDA REF: IOCEO3 

AUTHOR: Kim Wildman - Tourism Manager  
  

 

Balonne Shire Tourism Report – April 2020 

Balonne Shire Tourism Report for April 2020 as supplied by the Manager Tourism. 
 

Tourism Projects & Activities 

• Due to the COVID-19 the VIC has remained closed to the public until further notice.  Staff are still fielding 
queries by telephone and email from 8.30am – 4.30pm. 

• VIC staff have also been deployed to Environmental and Regulatory Services working part-time as part 
of the Tyre Recycling Project.  

• Work has continued on the development of a Balonne Shire Pub Trail and a Tree Trail.  

• VIC staff seeking quotes for signage for the St George BATHS and other signage required within the 
shire.   

• The Business Mentoring Project for tourism staff focusing on enhancing social media skills is due to 
commence in May.  

• Due to COVID-19, the planned new Grey Nomad Visitor Services Ambassador Program, which aimed 
to alleviate the VIC volunteering resource gaps while simultaneously promoting and attracting visitors 
to their region, has been put on hold until the 2021 tourist season. 

• While the new Shire Entry Signs were delivered to the Balonne Shire Council Depot in early February, 
due to unforeseen circumstances – rain, then a flood, then border closures – the installation of the signs 
has been delayed. It is now anticipated that they will be installed by the end of May. 

• Boomerangs Revitalisation Project: The second stage of the Boomerangs Revitalisation Project is 
underway with a briefing document sent out for quotes for the creation and installation of informational 
signboards to compliment the recently refreshed iconic Boomerangs at Nindigully. 

• Tourism Branding Strategy: As a second stage of the Tourism & Events Strategy, the Manager Tourism 
will continue working with consultant Krista Hauritz on developing a destination brand and profile for the 
Shire. This project will start prior to the end of the 2019/2020 financial year with delivery planned before 
the end of 2020. This strategy will then guide all marketing and promotions for the Shire, including a 
redesign of the current St George & Surrounds Travellers Guide due to be updated and released in 
early 2021.  
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Marketing & Promotions 

St George & Surrounds Facebook page 

• Currently a total of 1564 likes (an increase of 5 likes) with 1619 followers (increase of 75 followers) 
Most popular posts for April - 

• A message of love and support from our local Jillaroo Lucy Sevil.  
Post achieved 30.4k reach, 4.8k post clicks, 941 reactions. 

 

 
 

• A post to celebrate St George’s Day with our very own Saint George. Post achieved   3.6k reach, 402 
post clicks, 316 reactions. A video was also posted on the Bin Isolation Outing Facebook page. 
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Balonne Shire Council Instagram account 

• Currently a total of 589 followers; an increase of 36 followers since the end of March.  

• Most liked post for April was a short video of the Message of Support from Lucy Sevil being played on 
ABC News Breakfast with 246 views. 
 

 
 
Welcome Mate Campaign 

• Recent research from the University of Queensland has highlighted that while people will be keen to 
travel again post COVID-19 what they will desire most is a reconnection to their families and friends and 
places which bring them joy.  

• With this in mind, the Manager Tourism presented a “Post COVID-19 Tourism Recovery” marketing plan 
for the Shire which will see a very staged approach to tourism starting at a local inter-Shire level which 
will slowly open up to regional, state-wide and domestic travellers as restrictions ease.  

• The will focus of the campaign will be on stories shared by locals remembering what is deeply intimate 
and meaningful to them about the Balonne (my place) which in turn will connect with people’s nostalgic 
senses of place (our place). Thus “Welcome Mate” has now become “Welcome to Our Place”. 

• Several key projects have been initiated around “Welcome To Our Place” including the launch of a new 
local Welcome To Our Place Facebook Group and Welcome To Our Place video stories featuring locals 
sharing memories of places they holidayed in within the Shire that mean the most to them. 

 
Press Coverage 

• Amid all the negativity and angst around tourism and travel in our regional communities, the Tourism 
Services Team wanted to send a message of love and support to everyone. We wrangled our resident 
jillaroo-come-Kylie-Minogue-stand-in, Lucy Sevil, along with her new hairy co-star Pat to film a brief 
message to remind travellers to stay home and that we’d be here ready to roll out the welcome mat for 
them again once this crisis is over.  

• The video message, which was shared over 140 times on Facebook, was picked up by ABC New 
Breakfast and Channel 7 News Toowoomba who both aired pieces about and was featured in an article 
on Rural Weekly. 
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Reviews 

 
No reviews received. 
 

Tourism Organisation Representation 

Southern Queensland Country Tourism (SQCT) 

• The information and newsletters have been forwarded out to our Operators for their information.  
 
Adventure Way Promotions Group 

• Next teleconference meeting scheduled for 13 May 2020.   
 
The Great Inland Way 

• The latest meeting for The Great Inland Way was held on 20 February 2020. 
 

Meetings & Training 

• A Drive Inland teleconference meeting was attended on 16 April. 

• The next Balonne Shire Tourism Network meeting is scheduled for 16 June. 

• With Tourism one of the main industries hit hard by COVID-19, the Manager Tourism has participated 
in a number of industry-led training webinars designed at enabling the tourism sector to bounce back 
post COVID-19 including “What does recovery look like - an STO's perspective”, “A Conversation for 
Regional Australia about COVID-19”, “How can tourism businesses prepare for trade post-crisis?”, “The 
Future Of Events Post COVID-19” and “Road to Recovery: The Virtual World”. 
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• Tourism Recovery Taskforce: With travel restrictions slowly starting to ease it is imperative that the Shire 
and its residents are ready to welcome back travellers again when the time is right. Thus, a local Tourism 
Industry Recovery Taskforce has been established. Chaired by the Mayor it is made up of key 
representatives of both industry and community with the first meeting scheduled for 6 May. 

Volunteer Projects & Activities 

• Due to the COVID-19 restrictions, no volunteers have worked during April. 

Shire Tourism Statistics – February 2020 

St George Visitor Information Centre  
There were 0 visitors due to the centre being closed to the public. There were 893 visitors through the centre in 
April 2019. 
 
The VIC also received 15 tourism related phone enquiries, 2 Information Packs were sent out and 10 
email/internet tourism related enquiries were made during April. 

 
Visitor Numbers through Balonne Shire Visitor Information Centre 

 
Dirranbandi RTC  
There were 0 visitors recorded for April 2020 through the Dirranbandi Rural Transaction Centre (RTC). There 
were 224 visitors through the centre in April 2019. 
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Attachments 

Nil 
   
 

 
Matthew Magin 
Chief Executive Officer  
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(IFCS) FINANCE AND CORPORATE SERVICES 
ITEM TITLE SUB HEADING PAGE 

ICFS1 MONTHLY REPORT 
DIRECTOR FINANCE & 
CORPORATE SERVICES 

Monthly report for April - Finance and Corporate Services 249 

ICFS2 MONTHLY FINANCE 
INFORMATION REPORT 
APRIL 2020 

Monthly Finance Information Report April 2020 253 

ICFS3 MONTHLY REPORT Grants update 18 April – 8 May 2020 308 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report Director Finance & Corporate Services 

DATE: 12.05.20  

AGENDA REF: ICFS1 

AUTHOR: Michelle Clarke - Director Finance & Corporate Services  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Monthly report for April - Finance and Corporate Services 
 

St George Levee 

No further progress: 

• 2 earth levee matters are with DNRME for registration 

• 1 earth levee remains pending bank consent/owner 

• 1 block wall levee documentation forwarded to solicitors for signing 

• 4 block wall levee matters still to finalise 

Land matters 

• GrainCorp have now made contact regarding Thallon cattle yards and low-cost camping area and are still 
yet to forward terms and conditions (follow up has occurred) 

• Bowman lease finalised 

• St George Netball Lease still to be finalised 

• Cramer Airport licence sent for signature 

• Land adjacent airport surveyed for disposal 

• DNRME have advised they are happy to discuss any needs for space to be made available to parties in St 
George. 

Complaints 

• No administrative complaints received in April. 

Staffing 

• 4 Appointments made in months of March/April – all others have been suspended due to COVID-19 other 
than those essential to ongoing services 

• Number of HR matters completed that were COVID-19 related, others disciplinary related 

• Those working from home still providing activity logs and complying with the management directive – as 
restrictions ease they will start to return to work 

• Those travelling outside the Shire are completing risk assessments to mitigate the risk of infection 
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Rates 

• Recovery reminder letters have been forwarded and the CEO has delegation to assist any ratepayers with 
hardship strategies  

• IT Vision properties configuration has continued for rates, property and water billing for a Go Live in early 
June. 

Finance 

• Audit requirements were successfully achieved and currently awaiting Interim Audit report 

• Position papers prepared on new accounting standards relating to revenue recognition and leases as well 
as an assessment of Value of assets 

• Audit & Risk Committee minutes prepared 28 April 2020 

• Draft Shell Financial Statements prepared and provided to Audit within timeframes 

• Budget Review 2019/20 will be presented to June 2020 Council meeting 

• Budget 2020/21 workshop 1 completed and work progressing on completing all elements in consultation 
with Councillors by 11 June for adoption 25 June 

Procurement 

• Wild Dog cluster fence special rate scheme Round 2 closed and preparation of Annual Implementation Plan 
due for budget considerations 

• Continue to provide support to ERS for Murray Darling Basin Grant program for procurement 

• Preferred supplier arrangement for Trades, Fencing Contractors and Fencing Suppliers pending evaluation 
and report to Council May 2020 

• Continued to assist Economic Development Officer with procurement and agreements for Business 
Mentoring program 

• The following graph indicates an increase from the month of March due to the Business Mentoring Program 
and commencing of quotes for MDB WDEF projects.   (Graph as at 8/5/2020) 

 

St George Aerodrome 

• Variation request approved to amend milestone payment and report on progress. 
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IT Vision project 

• Chart of Accounts complete with testing and training underway 

• Payroll test environment received and training has commenced 

• Go Live week commencing 25 May 2020 

• On site visit by IT Vision proposed for Go Live week 

• Communications with all staff who require training in timesheets and new finance system has started 

Service requests 

A total of 276 documents were created in Magiq for service requests for April with 245 completed on time giving 
a 89% average completion rate. This is a significant improvement from previous results achieving more than the 
required target of 85%.  1 compliment was recorded for April. 
 

 
 
 

 

Other key projects/meetings 

Disaster Management – continuing to develop policy, procedure and address HR matters in response to 
COVID-19 and complete situation reports as required.  Draft Pandemic Plan has now been revised by Disaster 
Management consultant.  

Risk module – Risk tolerance, risk appetite and strategic risks were review with Councillors and progress report 
submitted to Audit & Risk Committee.   
  
Quarter 3 report – Is currently underway and will be presented to the May 2020 Council meeting.  
 
Council election action plan – near complete with Department of Local Government training attended by all 
Councillors and workshops continuing. 
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Attachments 

Nil 
   
 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Finance Information Report April 2020 

DATE: 12.05.20  

AGENDA REF: ICFS2 

AUTHOR: Tracey Lee - Manager Finance Services  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Monthly Finance Information Report April 2020 
 

Attachments 

1. Monthly Finance Information Report - April 2020.pdf ⇩  
   

 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report 

DATE: 12.05.20  

AGENDA REF: ICFS3 

AUTHOR: Stephanie Price - Grants Officer  
  

 

Grants Monthly Information Report 

Grants update 18 April – 8 May 2020 
 

Grants Summary 

Submitted Full Business Case   0 
Submitted Expression of Interest  0 
In-Progress Full Business Case   2 
In-progress Expression of Interest  0 
Successful Full Business Case    0 
Successful Expression of Interest  0 
Un-successful Grant Applications   0 
 
 

Attachments 

1. 21 May 2020 - Grants Monthly Information Report.pdf ⇩  
   

 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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IIFS1 DEPARTMENT OF 
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SERVICE'S MONTHLY 
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From the Department of Infrastructure Services - reporting for the 
month of April 2020. 
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AND SAFETY MONTHLY 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Department of Infrastructure Service's Monthly Report  

DATE: 10.05.20  

AGENDA REF: IIFS1 

AUTHOR: Billie Spackman - Administration Officer  
  

 

 Executive Summary 

From the Department of Infrastructure Services - reporting for the month of April 2020. 
 

0701-Main Roads Works 

• Maintenance work carried out during the month on behalf of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) is detailed 
in the attached RMPC Supervisor’s report.  

• Design for the realignment of the Thallon Bridge commenced in November 2018. Work commenced early 
January. Subbase stabilisation is 100% complete. Base layer has been installed and is awaiting bridge 
construction completion. Embankment works around abutment 100% complete. Subgrade layer and 
subbase layer are ready to be installed and stabilised. Base layer was completed late April 2020.  

0702-Private Works   

• Nil 
0400-Council Roads / Streets / Bridge Work 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Works Supervisor’s report. 
0440-Aerodromes 

• Survey of the St George Aerodrome 

• Falling Weight Deflectometer testing 

• Geotechnical Borehole testing 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 
0450-Plant and Equipment 

• Details are included in the attached Workshop Supervisor’s report. 
0510-Housing 

• Nil  
0520-Recreation and Sport  

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

• Remaining defect rectifications are progressing at the Dirranbandi Sports Oval Amenities building. 
0521-Swimming Pools  

• St George Swimming Pool was closed 25th March 2020 due to COVID19. 
0530-Parks and Gardens 

• All parks and exercise stations have been closed as a precautionary measure due to COVID19. 
0535-Halls/Civic/Cultural Centres 

• All halls/Civic/Cultural centres have been closed as a precautionary measure due to COVID19. 

• Routine maintenance is ongoing. 
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0555-Showgrounds 

• All Showgrounds have been closed as a precautionary measure due to COVID19. 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 
0615-Cemeteries 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

• Routine maintenance and mowing are ongoing. 
0620-Street Cleaning 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 
625-Public Conveniences 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor report. 
4000-Urban Waste Water 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 
5000-Urban Water 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

• Monthly consumption figures are given in the attached reports. 
Capital/Special Maintenance Works Progress 

• Nil 
Meetings / Training 

• Weekly IS Meetings 
Current Tenders 

• Nil 
 

Attachments 

1. Balonne Shire Water Usage 2019-20 period ending 30 April 2020.pdf ⇩  
2. Plant Maintenance Report - Period Ending 30 April 2020.pdf ⇩  
3. Road Construction Report - Period Ending 30 April 2020.pdf ⇩  

4. Road Maintenance Report - Period Ending 30 April 2020.pdf ⇩  
5. Town Maintenance Report - Period Ending 30 April 2020.pdf ⇩  
   

 

 
Andrew Boardman 
Director Infrastructure Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Workplace Health and Safety Monthly Information Report 

DATE: 10.05.20  

AGENDA REF: IIFS2 

AUTHOR: Ben Gardiner - Safety Advisor  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Workplace Health and Safety Monthly Information Report 
 

Injury Summary 
There were 2 work incidents during the month of April 2020. One of which, required medical 
treatment. 
 
The following graph show incidents and Hazard Inspections for the current Inspection period by 
the Departments. 
 

 
 

Worksite Hazard Inspections 
Hazard Inspections will continue throughout the current pandemic.  
 

A month has passed in the next inspection period. For the month of April, the following 
inspections have been completed. 
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There are a further two months in the reporting period. 
 

Safety Inductions, Training & Information Sessions 
Most of the Workplace Health & Safety training has been delayed due to COVID 19 restrictions. 
However, available on-line learning options are being pursued. 
 

COVID 19 
Restrictions are still in place. Staff are adapting with the changing requirement and regulations. 
The following measures are being used. 
 

• Risk Assessments of Council Work Areas, highlighting the risk to individual work areas. 

• A Contractor Screening checklist for external Contractors has been developed. This is to be 
completed by contractors before arriving in the Shire. 

• Working from Home guidelines to ensure staff are working safely from home. 

• A Staff Travel Risk Assessment, for staff that travel in or out of the shire. This is required to 
be completed prior to this travel to ensure the risk of travel to the organisation is 
acceptable.  

 
Calibrations, Inspections and Testing 
Electrical Test and Tag is currently being undertaken in several areas and locations where they are 
due or expired. 
 

Safety Committee Meeting  
The next meeting will be at 2:30pm Wednesday the 27th May 2020.  
 

Attachments 

Nil  
 

 
Andrew Boardman 
Director Infrastructure Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report Environment and Regulatory Services 

DATE: 10.05.20  

AGENDA REF: IERS1 

AUTHOR: Michelle Walters - Administration Officer  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

The Environment and Regulatory Services Report for the month of April 2020 is presented for Council’s 
information. 
 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT APPROVALS 
 
Value of Building Works  
Council’s building certifier has approved building applications to the value of $750 550 for the month of April 
2020. 
 
The value of building applications approved by private certification is $537 154 for the financial year.  
 
In total building applications to the value of $1 701 704 have been approved this financial year to date. 
 
April 2020: 
 

BA 
No 

Applicant Owner Address Lot & Plan Builder Class Description  Value of 
Works  

Approval 
Date 

5210 Shane 
Timmer 

Maryanne 
Hemming 

21-23 Railway St   
DIRRANBANDI 

5D30619 Shane 
Timmer 

1a New 
Dwelling 

$400,000 22.04.20 

5211 Shaun 
O'Brien 

Shaun 
O'Brien 

18770 
Mitchell/Bollon Rd, 
BOLLON 

8BLM692 Noel 
Wallace 

1a New 
Dwelling 

 $105,000 22.04.20 

5212 Pat Webster Rodney & 
Penny 
Beckman 

64 Church St          
ST GEORGE 

32RP85297
6 

Pat Webster 1a Extension to 
Dwelling 

 $245,550 22.04.20 

5213 
 

Private Cert 
- Integrated 
Building 

Catherine 
Mullins 

42-44 Turvey Court  
ST GEORGE 

72SP25448
4 

Simon Lane 1a New 
Dwelling 

 09.12.19 

5214 Private Cert 
- South 
West 
Building 
Certification  

Maryanne 
Hemming 

21-23 Railway St   
DIRRANBANDI 

5D30619 WS & JM 
Chappel 

1a Remove 
Dwelling 

 $25,000 08.01.20 

5215 Private Cert 
- South 
West 

Robert & 
Michelle 
Burke 

Castlereagh Hwy  
DIRRANBANDI 

29BLM212 WS & JM 
Chappel 

8 Farm Shed  $25,000 16.01.20 
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Building 
Certification  

5216 Private Cert 
- Integrated 
Building 

Joe & 
Laura 
Hennessy 

24 Philip St         ST 
GEORGE 

25SP21120
8 

Simon Lane 1a & 
10a 

New 
Dwelling & 
Carport 

 01.04.20 

5217 Private Cert 
- Building 
Certifiers 
Australia 

Linelle 
Russel 

43-45 Victoria St      
ST GEORGE 

13STG8555  1a Demolition  $42,846 10.02.20 

 
Development Applications 
Balonne Shire Council has engaged planners with Maranoa Regional Council to service development 
applications. Those ready for Council decision are reported separately. 

• A development application for material change of use (MCU) 176 was received from the owners for “caravan 
park” at 77 Whytes Road, St George.  The application is on hold. 

• A development application for material change of use (MCU) 177 was received from the owners for “health 
care services (dental clinic) at 112-116 Alfred St, St George.  The application is at the referral stage. 

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

Natural Environment: 

• General health inspections were carried out.   

• There were no notifiable diseases reported during April 2020 

• There were five food recalls actioned in April 2020 

• An environmental search has been actioned on a property located on Whyenbah Road St George.  At the 
time of this search a large volume of tyres were found on the road reserve next to the property. 

 
Local Laws: 

• Under the current Model and Subordinate Local Laws Council staff continue to inspect permit conditions for 
extra dog permits, stock dog permits and the keeping of other animals 

• Council continues to support residents, who apply for extra dog permits, with de-sexing and micro-chipping 
 

Public Health: 

• Food premises have been affected during COVID-19.  These food businesses now offer takeaway only to 
their community.  This practice continues. 

• Beauticians have been closed and only front of shop are open to the public.   All private beauticians have 
elected to close during this COVID-19 period.  This is continuing. 

• Hairdressers have stayed open but are limiting their customers as per the legislative requirements.  This 
practice is continuing 

• Hotels are currently closed but takeaways are available.  Bottle shops remain open.  This practice is still 
continuing 

• Council’s mosquito trap located at the Balonne STP has detected three hits of Ross River Virus during the 
month.  Media releases have been sent out to the community via Facebook and Council’s website.  Contact 
has been made with the Moonrocks HR manager and Nick from the Backpackers advising them and to advise 
their workers to take precautions at this time.  Council is also in contact with the Queensland Health Public 
Health Unit (Toowoomba) in relation to these incidents. 

 
Wastewater Services: 

• Wastewater analysis continues each month.   
 

Urban Water Supplies: 
• Weekly microbiological samples of St George’s bore water supply were taken and tested. 
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• Samples were taken and tested from all other towns during the period. 
• Council continues to help residents by testing rain water for E.coli 

 
Waste Management: 

• All waste practices continue at a high standard at the St George Landfill. 

• The illegal dumping of tyres project funded by the Department of Environment is currently underway 
with the VIC ladies leading the project on their re-deployment to Environmental Health during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

• Media releases have been sent out to the community requesting assistance in capturing all illegal 
dumping points. 

• Media releases have been sent to the community advising the Thallon, Dirranbandi, Bollon and St 
George landfills are currently taking tyres during the month of May. 

• Cameras and signage have been ordered and are expected to be erected during June 2020 

• A contractor has been appointed to collect all the illegally dumped tyres located on road reserves, public 
land and gravel pits.  This is be undertaken in June 2020. 

 
St George landfill    

• The landfill site is presently operating in a reasonable condition.  
 
Dirranbandi landfill 

• The landfill site is presently operating in a reasonable condition. 
 
Thallon landfill 

• The landfill site is currently operating in a good condition.    
 
Bollon landfill 

• The landfill site at Bollon is currently operating in a good condition.   
 
Hebel landfill 

• The landfill site at Hebel is currently operating in a good condition.   
 
Nindigully landfill 

• The landfill site at Nindigully is currently operating in a good condition. 
. 

RURAL LANDS AND COMPLIANCE 

Biosecurity and Environment 

• QMDC rangers spraying noxious weeds on Carnarvon Highway under RMPC works. 

• QMDC rangers sprayed parthenium on Bindle reserve. 

• QMDC rangers sprayed thornapple on Burgurrah  

• Communities Combating Pests and Weed Impacts During Drought (CCWI). Officers are planning, with DAF, 
project implementation utilising Council’s drone, data collection, and a phone survey with Landholders 
commencing in May.  
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Wild Dog Exclusion Fencing (WDEF) 

• SPECIAL RATE SCHEME – Round 1: All land holders are booked in for their monthly Construction Site 
Hazard Inspections which will commence week beginning the 25 May 2020. There are 7 rates assessment 
properties still to complete their delivery of materials. All materials should be delivered onsite by the 
beginning of June 2020. One landholder has completed their Special Rate Exclusion Fence to date.  
 

 
 
 

• SPECIAL RATE SCHEME – Round 2: The Assessment Panel is currently assessing the applications and 
will progress these though to the budget meeting in June.   

• COMMUNITIES COMBATING PESTS AND WEED IMPACTS DURING DROUGHT: Most landholders are 
well advanced in construction. Council has an extension available for landholders who are participating due 
to the weather and delay in delivery of materials.  Progress inspections are all up to date and will progress 
the 50-75% inspections week beginning 18 May 2020. 

 

 
 

• MURRAY DARLING BASIN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM: Majority of landholders have got 
their material lists and construction lists for quotes into Council for them to progress their applications. The 
first round of quotes were sent out to landholders for approval week ending 10 May 2020. Landholders have 
received correspondence relating to the $6,000 per kilometre funding contribution and if their material or 
construction quotes come in at a higher rate the landholder must pay the difference. Officers are currently 
working with Landholders to progress their TMR Road Corridor Applications, finalising the outstanding 
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material lists or construction maps for quotes and finalising the Adjoining Landholder Agreements. Officers 
are working with 2 landholders on a road closure application.  

 

• REGIONAL ECONOMIC DIVERSIFICATION PROGRAM: The three clusters under this program are 
progressing. The Cluster with Maranoa Regional Council is almost completed with the Certified Engineer 
assessing the Exclusion Fence Wings during March and communicating with the Landholders to fix any 
outstanding issues. The East Thomby Cluster is approximately 80% completed. Officers are yet to do 50% 
completion inspections of new fence for sign-off of their progress report. Homestead/Wingi-Jimmi Cluster 
are now progressing slowly, having completed a detailed Biosecurity Plan and their materials are now on 
site to commence construction of the fence.   

 

 
 

Stock Routes  

• Bindle Fishing Hut demolished and ground reinstated. 

• Temporary Fence removed on Nindi-Gully reserve. 

• Temporary Fence removed adjacent to Belingra. 

• Temporary fence removed adjacent to Chesterfield. 

• Temporary Fence removed adjacent to Cynthia Downs. 

• 2 poly tanks replaced at Mona water facility. 

• Stock Route patrols. 

• Water Facility patrols. 

• Capital Works completed at Burgurrah; all ERS capital works now complete. 

• Received 14,000 de-k9 baits for bi-annual baiting campaign. 

• Baits have been delivered to approximately 29 landholders this month. 

• Galonga Night Yard has been reported as damaged by flood waters and will be repaired shortly. 

Compliance/Local Laws 

• Pound safety audit short term goals complete 

• SOP for Animal pound created 

• Patrols of illegal camping 

• 2 goats found in residential area and removed. 
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• 3 emaciated dogs 

• 5 dogs impounded 

• Trapped fox euthanised 

• 2 puppies and 2 feral cats euthanised   

• 2 welfare cases closed 

• Regular patrols in neighbouring towns 

• 3 dogs driven to Goondiwindi to re-homing group on the 

25th April 

• IS approved use of Water Sewage Plant, adjacent to 

pound, for use as a dog run under supervision 

• Commenced taking numbers for AMRRIC Clinic for when 

a date is determined  

• One dog attack 

• Advertising car wraps liaison 

• Animal pound cleaned and organised 

 

 

 

  

Financial and Resource Implications 
Operations and capital construction are progressing within approved budgets. 
 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
   
 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Environment & Regulatory Services  

https://balonne.magiq.edrms/docs/Workspace/Wild%20Dog%20Exclusion%20Fencing/MDBEDP%20Admin/MDBEDP%20-%20Progress%20.xlsx?web=1
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