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ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS 
1. Opening 

2. Council Prayer 

3. Attendance 
 Expected attendance of this meeting is as follows:    

Councillors  Staff/Consultants  

Cr SC O’Toole 
(Mayor) 

-Full Meeting Mr Matthew Magin (Chief Executive 
Officer) 

-Whole Meeting 

Cr R Avery -Full Meeting Mrs Michelle Clarke (Director Finance & 
Corporate Services) 

-Whole Meeting 

Cr RG Fuhrmeister -Full Meeting Mr Andrew Boardman (Director 
Infrastructure Services) 

-As required for 
IFS 

Cr R Lomman -Full Meeting Dr Digby Whyte (Director Environment & 
Regulatory Services) 

-As required for 
ERS 

Cr SS Scriven -Full Meeting   

Cr ID Todd -Full Meeting   

Cr W Winks -Full Meeting   
 

 

 
 

 

4. Leave of Absence  

5. (COM) Confirmation of Minutes of the General Meeting held on 17 December, 2020. 
(COM) Confirmation of Minutes of the Special Meeting held on 7 January, 2021.Confirmation of Minutes 

6. Declaration of Conflicts of Interest 

7. Deputations  

Nil 

8. Meeting Business by Corporate Function  

Office of the CEO 

Finance & Corporate Services  

Infrastructure Services  

Environment & Regulatory Services  

9. Confidential Items 

Office of the CEO  

Finance & Corporate Services  

Infrastructure Services  

Environment & Regulatory Services  

10. Councillor Reports 

8. General Business 

9. Information Reports 

Office of the CEO 

Finance & Corporate Services  

Infrastructure Services  

Environment & Regulatory Services  
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MEETING BUSINESS BY CORPORATE FUNCTION  
 

(OCEO) OFFICE OF THE CEO 
ITEM TITLE SUB HEADING PAGE 
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(FCS) FINANCE AND CORPORATE SERVICES 
ITEM TITLE SUB HEADING PAGE 

FCS1 BUDGET AMENDMENT 
AND REVENUE 
RECOGNITION - MDBEDP 
MUNGINDI SCULPTURE 
RIVER WALK 

Amendment to Budget and Revenue Recognition Report – 
MDEDP Mungindi Sculpture River Walk 

5 

FCS2 CEO DELEGATIONS 
ANNUAL REVIEW 

Council to CEO Delegations Annual Review  9 

FCS3 MONTHLY FINANCE 
REPORT DECEMBER 2020 

The monthly finance report for period ending 23 December 2020 
is presented to Council for adoption. 

12 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: 
Budget Amendment and Revenue Recognition - MDBEDP Mungindi Sculpture 
River Walk 

DATE: 12.01.21  

AGENDA REF: FCS1 

AUTHOR: Michelle Clarke - Director Finance & Corporate Services  

  

 

Sub-Heading 

Amendment to Budget and Revenue Recognition Report – MDEDP Mungindi Sculpture River Walk 
 

Executive Summary 

The Mungindi Sculpture River Walk project has received a grant agreement from Murray Darling Basin Economic 
Development Program as a   project.  The purpose of this report is to amend the budget and recognise the 
revenue expected to be received over two financial years.  

Background 

The Mungindi Sculpture River Walk project is a initiative funded by the MDBEDP Federal Government grant 
program.  Consultation has commenced with key stakeholders including the Moree Plains Regional Council.  An 
initial inspection has been completed to identify the proposed locations of the sculptures and signage.    
 
The co-contribution required for this grant is $5,000 will come from the existing Tourism events operations 
budget.   

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Infrastructure and Planning Community infrastructure for existing and future needs 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Murray Darling Economic Development Program funding through the Federal Government Department of 
Agriculture 
Infrastructure Services 
Local Mungindi community 
Moree Plains Regional Council 

Legal Implications 

Council may amend its budget under Section 170(3) of the Local Government Regulations 2012 at any time 
during the year. 
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Risk Implications 

Community Service - Inability to achieve Council’s vision and mission to deliver community services and meet 
current and future needs. 

Policy Implications 

Road corridor permits will be required, depending on the final locations of the sculptures and signage, in 
accordance with Council’s Local Law No. 4 (Local Government Controlled Areas, Facilities and Roads) 2018 
and Subordinate Local Law No. 1.15 (Carrying out Works on a Road or Interfering with a Road or its Operation) 
2018. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

The project commenced December 2020 and the Activity Completion Date is 30 August 2021, with milestone 
payments as follows: 
 

 
 
In accordance with the accounting standards the revenue recognition assessment is attached. There will be one 
claim made at the end of the project in 2021/22 financial year for the balance of the funds.  The first payment is 
due now the agreement has been executed in the sum of $60,000 and the final payment due 14/09/2021 after 
the project is complete. 
 
Council’s contribution of $5,000 is for project management and community consultation (again this will be 
absorbed within the existing budget from Tourism events.  

Options or Alternatives 

Council will be consulted with respect to the final sculpture locations. 
 
 
 
 

Attachments 

1. Revenue Recognition Checklist - Mungindi Sculptures ⇩  
   

CO_21012021_AGN_428_AT_files/CO_21012021_AGN_428_AT_Attachment_4069_1.PDF
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Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to: 
 

1) amend the Budget 2020/21 in accordance with S170(3) of the Local Government Regulations 2012 
as follows: 

 

 
 

2) note the revenue recognition assessment that revenue will be recognised as received.  
 

 

 
Kim Wildman 
Tourism Manager  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: CEO Delegations Annual Review  

DATE: 11.01.21  

AGENDA REF: FCS2 

AUTHOR: Tayla Lawson - Administration Officer - Governance  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Council to CEO Delegations Annual Review  
 

Executive Summary 

Annual review of CEO Delegations 

Background 

The Local Government Act and Regulations require council to establish a register of delegations and to review 
the Chief Executive Officer’s delegation on an annual basis.  The Chief Executive Officer may then sub-delegate 
to employees or contractors.  
 
There are a number of administrative delegations and council’s financial delegation register that are also 
applicable in this process.  
 
The register is based on the Local Government Association Queensland’s delegation service offered to all 
councils and providing regular updates when legislation changes. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Governance High levels of accountability and compliance 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Chief Executive Officer 
Local Government Association of Queensland  

Legal Implications 

Council is required to review the CEO delegations once per year.  The recommendation complies with the 
relevant provisions of the Local Government Act 2009 and Local Government Regulations 2012.  The changes 
to the register are based on legislative changes made throughout the year. 
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Risk Implications 

Reputation - Inadequate engagement and assessment of the impact of external and internal stakeholders on 
our community, viability and productive capacity. 

Policy Implications 

Council currently does not have a delegations policy. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

There are no financial implications, however there are resource implications to maintain the delegations register.  
This is currently under the responsibility of the Director Finance & Corporate Services and will require co-
ordination with Human Resources, Payroll and all Directorates to ensure that new appointments are provided 
with the appropriate delegation to perform their duties. 

Options or Alternatives 

Nil 

 
 

Attachments 

1. Instrument of Delegation - CEO ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

That Council resolves to: 
1. adopt the attached Instrument of Delegations for the Chief Executive Officer; and  
2. hereby delegate all powers referred to in the document titled “Register of Delegations – Council to 

CEO by Council to the Chief Executive officer of the Balonne Shire Council pursuant to section 257 
of the Local Government Act 2009”. (to be tabled at the meeting)  

 
 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  

 

CO_21012021_AGN_428_AT_files/CO_21012021_AGN_428_AT_Attachment_4076_1.PDF
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OFFICER REPORT 
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Finance Report December 2020 

DATE: 14.01.21  

AGENDA REF: FCS3 

AUTHOR: Tracey Lee - Manager Finance Services  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

The monthly finance report for period ending 23 December 2020 is presented to Council for adoption. 
 

Attachments 

1. Monthly Finance Report - December 2020.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

That the monthly Financial Management Report for the period ending 23 December 2020, as tabled, be 
received and noted. 
 

 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  

 

CO_21012021_AGN_428_AT_files/CO_21012021_AGN_428_AT_Attachment_4081_1.PDF
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(IFS) INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 
ITEM TITLE SUB HEADING PAGE 

IFS1 HOUSING - SHORT-TERM 
STRATEGY 

Housing – Short-Term Strategy 31 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Housing - Short-Term Strategy 

DATE: 12.01.21  

AGENDA REF: IFS1 

AUTHOR: Andrew Boardman - Director Infrastructure Services  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Housing – Short-Term Strategy 
 

Executive Summary 

To ensure Council’s adopted Housing Governance Framework is being achieved it is recommended that Council 
accept 51 Marie Street, 18 Munro Street, 1 Klinge Lane & 2 McGahan as projects under the project governance 
framework (Phase 1 – Identify) and proceed towards developing options analysis & business cases (Phase 2 – 
Select) for the renewal, replacement or disposal of these assets. 

Background 

At Council’s October Meeting 2020, Council adopted the Housing Governance Framework. Included in the 
framework is the Housing Management Strategy. The strategy highlights short, medium, and long-term 
timeframes for achieving housing outcomes. The short-term actions are shown in the figure below. 
 

 
Figure 1 – Short-Term Actions 

 
It is proposed that Council focus on the St George housing locations before the Bollon and Dirranbandi, delaying 
these as currently there is no internal operational demand. 
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Link to Corporate Plan 

Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Infrastructure and Planning Sustainable planning and development 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Chief Executive Officer 
Infrastructure Services 

Legal Implications 

Nil 

Risk Implications 

Financial Impact - Inability to achieve financial sustainability and meet current and future needs of the 
community. 

Policy Implications 

Housing Management Framework, Project Governance Framework. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Staff time and wages to develop Phase 2 (Select) for the projects. 

Options or Alternatives 

1) To not proceed with progressing any housing project to Phase 2 – Select. 
2) To proceed with progressing less housing projects to Phase 2 – Select. 
3) To proceed with progressing all housing projects to Phase 2 – Select. 

 

Attachments 

Nil  
 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to accept 51 Marie Street, 18 Munro Street, 1 Klinge Lane & 2 McGahan Street as 
projects under the project governance framework (Phase 1 – Identify) and proceed towards developing 
options analysis & business cases (Phase 2 – Select) for the renewal, replacement or disposal of these assets. 

 

 
Andrew Boardman 
Director Infrastructure Services  
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(ERS) ENVIRONMENT & REGULATORY SERVICES 
ITEM TITLE SUB HEADING PAGE 

ERS1 WASHDOWN BAY REVIEW Washdown Bay Review by Robyn Shapcott, Manager Rural 
Services and Compliance. 

34 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Washdown Bay Review 

DATE: 14.01.21  

AGENDA REF: ERS1 

AUTHOR: Digby Whyte - Director Environment & Regulatory Services  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Washdown Bay Review by Robyn Shapcott, Manager Rural Services and Compliance. 
 

Executive Summary 

The wash down bay on Arthur Street was loaned to Council by the Queensland Murray Darling Committee 
(QMDC) to reduce transportation and spread of invasive plant seeds and material. There were significant 
installation costs assisted by a grant at the time. A recent specialist’s assessment has indicated further capital 
costs are required to meet environmental, safety and operational concerns. Trialled use on a user-pay basis 
from 2015 through 2018 indicated modest demand and relatively high operating expenses that would only be 
partially improved by automation. The manufacturer has ceased to operate.  
 
Advertising for commercial and community proposals late in 2020 resulted in no local proposals. Three options 
are noted, with return of the washdown bay to SQ Landscapes (that replaced QMDC) recommended, on the 
basis St George has not proven to have sufficient demand for it to be cost-effective. Council would wish to avoid 
further capital costs and an anticipated annual operating loss. 

Background 

Rural Services have been responsible for the wash down bay on Arthur Street which was loaned to council 
under a 2012 agreement (attached) with its owner QMDC. Installation occurred in 2015 with the aid of a $100,000 
State grant. Installation included site location on Arthur Street, concrete pads, wastewater disposal, connection 
to river water, the addition of ramps, fencing and signage. Council spent  additional capital monies and budgeted 
about $10,000 to operate.  
 
The bay was trialled on a responsive user-pay basis through to about the end of 2018 operating the bay manually 
with modest use (photo). To improve use, reduce safety concerns and reclaim expenditure the bay was 
automated at a cost of $17,000 with a token system. However, before finalisation the bay was withdrawn from 
operation due to concerns relating to ongoing capital costs, efficiency, and that operations and maintenance 
costs were relatively high while demand had been light.  
 
Council concluded that modifications to the bay, such as adding a basic car-wash benefit, were more of private 
commercial nature and that invitations for proposals should be sought to determine if there was an interest in 
operating the bay in some form without cost to Council.  
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In October 2020 Rural Services contracted a wastewater/wash down bay specialist to assess the wash down 
bay for compliance with EPA regulations and for efficient operation. 
 
The contractor advised that the equipment and associated facility did not comply with current EPA guidelines 
and required significant modifications to ensure that contaminated wastewater was separated and disposed of 
in an appropriate manner. Water supply was assessed as inadequate and would require further expense to 
install a larger holding tank and adjust the incoming water volume. Enquires confirmed that the manufacturer 
was no longer in operation.  
 
In December 2020 Council advertised an Invitation for Proposals for community or commercial use through 
several media outlets. One proposal was received from Enviroconcepts, a company that manufactures similar 
systems and who undertake community work. They proposed to utilise the equipment for community project 
work and would remove the washdown bay free of charge. That proposal would need to be considered by SQ 
Landscapes as owner. 
 
The initial trial, professional assessment, and Invitation for Proposal response has provided the basis of a review 
with the following points for consideration.  
 
1. The intended purpose of the wash down bay was for biosecurity reasons to ensure the removal of invasive 

plant seeds/material from being transported. The location however is not in a high agricultural traffic area 
and trialled use has indicated modest demand. 

 
2. The initial no-cost loan of the portable washdown bay component has not justified the significant capital cost 

of initial installation, and remaining modifications for environmental, safety and operational requirements. 
Initial and further capital costs will not likely be recovered.   

 
3. Operational costs are relatively high. The manufacturer is no longer operating, and parts would require to 

be manufactured or replaced.  
 
4. Some attempts have been made to rectify safety concerns; however, safety issues remain.  

 
5. Further work is required for environmental compliance. 
 
6. Operation of the facility relies on large volumes of water and St George is regularly under water restrictions 

making the facility seasonally unusable under the current river water set up. 
 

7. No proposals have been received to utilise the facility in-situ. 
 

8. The agreement with QMDC intended an initial two-year use that could be extended. The success of the 
washdown bay was to be reported to QMDC with a clause that the washdown bay could be returned to 
QMDC with four weeks’ notice. QMDC wound up and transferred the asset to SQ Landscapes. 

 
9. Council has written to SQ Landscapes regarding their ownership and any obligations under the agreement 

with QMDC. SQ Landscapes confirmed by email that QMDC had transferred the asset to them and that they 
would remove the washdown bay as per the QMDC-BSC agreement if that was Council’s request.   
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Key Foundation Area Key Program Area 

Environment Biosecurity, pest management and stock route planning 

Consultation (internal/external) 

Digby Whyte Director Environment and Regulatory Services 
Di Francisco Environmental Health Officer  
Nigel Tapp, Former, Corporate Communications Co-ordinator  
Fred Briffa Managing Director GPS, environmental wastewater specialist 
Kyle Linnell Enviroconcepts International Pty Ltd 
Paul McDonald, CEO, Southern Queensland Landscapes  

Legal Implications 

The wash down bay is not a council asset subject to Council’s disposal processes.  

Risk Implications 

Nil. 

Policy Implications 

Biosecurity Plan 2019-2024 Desired Outcome 5 Prevention and Early Intervention, Strategic Action 5.04 “Adopt 
weed prevention protocols and promote the use of these protocols to other stakeholders (e.g. weed hygiene 
inspections and wash down facilities)” 

Financial and Resource Implications 

If retained, additional capital costs to ensure environmental compliance, safety issues and operational 
effectiveness would exceed $35,000. Operating revenue may be half that of operating costs based on local 
demand. 
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Options or Alternatives 

1. Complete capital environmental, safety and operational requirements at $35,000+. Budget operations 
to run at potentially $6,000 loss annually. 

2. Offer the facility for local commercial or community use at no cost to Council. This option was tested 
with no local proposals received following advertising. 

3. Thank SQ landscapes for the loan of the washdown bay and request removal of their asset in line with 
the original Queensland Murray Darling Committee agreement with Council, on the basis St George has 
not proven to have sufficient demand for it to be cost-effective. 

 

Attachments 

1. QMDC Agreement for Utilisation of Transportable Washdown Facility at St George.pdf ⇩  
   

 

Recommendation/s 

 
That Council resolves to thank Southern Queensland landscapes for the loan of the washdown bay and 
requests removal of their asset in line with the original Queensland Murray Darling Committee agreement with 
Council; such removal to be conducted jointly at no cost to Council. 

 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Environment & Regulatory Services  

 

CO_21012021_AGN_428_AT_files/CO_21012021_AGN_428_AT_Attachment_4077_1.PDF


 

 

ERS1 - ATTACHMENT 1 
 

Page 38 of 97 21 January 2021 

 

  



 

 

ERS1 - ATTACHMENT 1 
 

Page 39 of 97 21 January 2021 

 

  



 

 

ERS1 - ATTACHMENT 1 
 

Page 40 of 97 21 January 2021 

 

  



 

 

ERS1 - ATTACHMENT 1 
 

Page 41 of 97 21 January 2021 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ERS1 - ATTACHMENT 1 
 

Page 42 of 97 21 January 2021 

 

CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
 
 



 

 

ERS1 - ATTACHMENT 1 
 

Page 43 of 97 21 January 2021 

 

INFORMATION REPORTS  
 

(IOCEO) OFFICE OF THE CEO 
ITEM TITLE SUB HEADING PAGE 

IOCEO1 MONTHLY REPORT 
COMMUNITY AND 
LIBRARY SERVICES 

December Monthly Report for Communities and Libraries  44 

IOCEO2 TOURISM SERVICES 
MONTHLY REPORT 

Balonne Shire Tourism Report for December 2020 as supplied by 
the Manager Tourism. 

48 

IOCEO3 DECEMBER 2020 
ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT REPORT 

 57 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report Community and Library Services 

DATE: 06.01.21  

AGENDA REF: IOCEO1 

AUTHOR: Mariella Perez - Community Development Officer  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

December Monthly Report for Communities and Libraries  
 

Community and Libraries 

Library Services 

Total Monthly loans    
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   Total Monthly Membership 
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Monthly New Members 
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Community Grants and Assistance 
In December 2020, Council had 2 sponsorship requests totalling $750. 

 
As of 31 December 2020, Council has approved 12 applications for assistance through the 2020/21 Community 
Grants and Assistance program, totalling $17,393.10 for 2020/21. This compares with 21 applications with a 
total value of $13,750 in 2019/20.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
   

 

 
Elizabeth Jones 
Community Development & Cultural Services Manager  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Tourism Services Monthly Report 

DATE: 06.01.21  

AGENDA REF: IOCEO2 

AUTHOR: Kim Wildman - Tourism Manager  
  

 

Balonne Shire Tourism Report – December 2020 

Balonne Shire Tourism Report for December 2020 as supplied by the Manager Tourism. 
 

Tourism Projects & Activities 

• Work continued on the Heritage Trail Signage with all sites being reviewed. 

• The redesign of the St George Travellers Guide is underway. Business advertising has increased with 
26 local businesses advertising generating $14,230 in revenue. Launch of the new guide is set for March 
2021.   

• Work started on the new 2021 Key Event Calendar for the Shire with organisers contacted and dates 
locked in for the coming year. This will then be designed and printed into an A4 poster to be distributed 
to businesses around the Shire and more widely to other regional Visitor Information Centres and 
consumers. 

• A poster advertising the upcoming Event Organiser Masterclass webinar series set to start in early 
February 2021 was created and distributed around the Shire both digitally and in hard copy. The series, 
which will be run by event specialist Linda Tillman of rEVENTS Academy, will start on Tuesday 2 
February 2021 and run for 6 consecutive weeks ending on Tuesday 9 March 2021.  

 

•  
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• A second meeting was held in Mungindi to finalise the locations for the new sculpture walk. Funded as 
a cross-border project by the Murray Darling Basin Economic Development Program, the walk will 
feature up to 10 metal sculptures created by local Mungindi artist, Tony McMillan (now deceased), which 
will be dotted along the 2.5km Mungindi River Walk as it loops through the town and along the Barwon 
River uniquely crossing the Queensland/New South Wales border in two spots. The sculptures will be 
accompanied by interpretative signage which tell the story and the significance of each piece. 

 

 

Marketing & Promotions 

Welcome Mate 
• Plans are afoot for the relaunch of the successful Welcome Mate tourism campaign at the beginning of 

2021 with Council’s Tourism and Communication’s teams meeting to finalise details – watch this space! 
 
St George Region Website 

• Work is continuing on the new standalone tourism website for the Shire based on the new St George 
Region branding. The main aim of the website will be to showcase the region as a premier tourism 
destination. Delivery is set for March 2021. 

 
St George Region eNewsletter 

• The second edition of the new St George Region eNewsletter went out on Wednesday to the Shire’s 
Tourism Network. It highlighted some great opportunities for local tourism businesses along with 
Industry Updates and local events to be held throughout the summer months. Moving into the New Year 
the eNewsletter will be released quarterly at the start of each season – Summer, Spring, Autumn and 
Winter. 

• A second version of the St George Region eNewsletter targeted at our drive market also went out before 
Christmas. It is be part of a new campaign which will run on Facebook over the Christmas period 
challenging travellers to “Explore life beyond the city” in the 2021. 
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Social Media 
The Tourism Services Team has been working on expanding the Shire’s Social Media presence, with the St 
George Region now on Facebook and Instagram. A targeted marketing program to build the Shire’s audience 
across both platforms has started encouraging followers to share their love of the region by tagging pictures with 
@stgeorgeregion and using the hashtag #ExploreStGeorge. Please help the Tourism Services Team build our 
following by following, liking and sharing our content. 
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St George Region Facebook page 

• Currently a total of 3050 followers (an increase of 173 followers) with 2891 likes (increase of 254) 
 
Since January 2020, St George Region Facebook page Likes have tripled from 968 Likes at the beginning of 
the year to 3050 Likes by the end of December. As shown in the table below, the sharpest increases of Likes 
followed our successful marketing campaigns – Welcome Mate, launched early March; Welcome To Our Place, 
launched mid-June; and, the rebranding of the of the Shire from St George & Surrounds to St George Region, 
launched in early October.  
 

 
 
Most popular post for December – 

 

• A stunning arial photo taken along the Balonne Highway between St George & Bollon taken by Sean 
Scott Photography. This post saw a 5.5k reach, 196 post clicks, 627 reactions/comments and shares. 
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St George Region Instagram 

• The account currently has 286 Followers (an increase of 75). Please help the Tourism Services Tea 
build our following by following, liking and sharing our content. 

 

 
 

Reviews 

Google My Business 

 
 

Tourism Organisation Representation 

Outback Queensland Tourism Association (OQTA) 

• As of 1 January 2021, Balonne Shire Council is realigning the Shire's Regional Tourism Organisation 
partnership to Outback Queensland Tourism Association (OQTA). With Outback Queensland renowned 
for its progressive, targeted marketing, we look forward to exploring all the new opportunities this will 
bring our Shire. 
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Southern Queensland Country Tourism (SQCT) 

• As of 31 December 2020, the Balonne Shire is no longer a member of SQCT.  
 
Adventure Way Promotions Group 

• The next Adventure Way meeting is scheduled for 12 January 2021. 
 

The Great Inland Way 

• The next meeting scheduled for 2021. 

Meetings & Training 

• Monthly Tourism Portfolio Meeting – 1 December 

• Placemaking on a Budget – 2 December 

• Road to Recovery Tourism Tutorial – 3 December 

• Business Mentoring Steering Committee Meeting – 9 December 

• Supplier Meeting Moonrocks – 10 December 

• Mungindi Sculpture Trail Meeting – 11 December 

• Building Better Regions Fund Information Session – 18 December 

Volunteer Projects & Activities 

• Volunteer hours have totalled 21.5 hours for December.  Casual staff covered the VIC during the 
Christmas / New Year Break.  

• The annual Volunteer Christmas Party was held in Bollon this year on 15 December. Volunteers were 
treated to a delicious morning tea provided by Deb’s Café which included sampling Bush Tucker (emu 
quiches and kangaroo balls). Volunteers thoroughly enjoyed Cr Winks informative talk on the history of 
Bollon and his family connection to the area as well as the Nullawokka First Nations Tour and visit to 
the Nullawokka Gallery. An incredibly large lunch was provided by the Bollon Hotel which we can all 
highly recommend to family, friends, and visitors to the area.  Feedback from those that attended said 
they thoroughly enjoyed the day as they learnt new things about Bollon and the day was relaxed, fun 
and well organised. Thank you to all involved who may the day so enjoyable.  
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Shire Tourism Statistics – December 2020 

St George Visitor Information Centre  
There were 341 visitors recorded for December through the Visitor Information Centre (VIC) in St George. This 
is an increase of 80 visitors compared to December 2019 where the total was 261 visitors. 

• Local Shire   125 

• New South Wales  50 

• Victoria    12 

• Queensland   128 

• South Australia   2 

• Northern Territory  5 

• Australian Capital Territory 2 

• Western Australia  6 

• Tasmania   0 

• Overseas/International  11  
 
The VIC also received 30 tourism related phone enquiries, 0 Information Packs were sent out and 5 
email/internet tourism related enquiries were made during December. 

 
Visitor Numbers through Balonne Shire Visitor Information Centre 
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Dirranbandi RTC  
There were 31 visitors recorded for December 2020 through the Dirranbandi Rural Transaction Centre (RTC). 
This is a decrease of 6 visitors compared to December 2019 where the total was 37 visitors. 
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Attachments 

Nil 
   
 

 
Matthew Magin 
Chief Executive Officer  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: December 2020 Economic Development Report 

DATE: 06.01.21  

AGENDA REF: IOCEO3 

AUTHOR: Garnet Radford - Economic Development Officer  
  

 

December 2020 Economic Development Report 
 

Executive Summary 

 
The purpose of the report is to update Council on Economic Development activity in the Balonne Shire during the month 

of December 2020.  The main priorities for the month were the on-going delivery of major projects – Business Mentoring 

program, Dirranbandi Hot Baths, assistance with prospective investments, investment attraction prospectus and 

collateral   

Highlights in December included: Investment Attraction and Economic Development workshop, construction of towers for 

Digital Connectivity, proposal for potential investor; Round 2 business mentoring mentees approved (28), feasibility 

studies, Round 1 outcome reports, export opportunities (Ag) to Asia, Buy Balonne Gift Program- Council support. 

Summary of activity during the month of December and Year to Date 

Metric Activity Notes 

New Business enquiries 2 Monthly business enquiries  

YTD new business enquires 9 Year to date enquiries 

Business engagement meetings 54 Meetings, calls in the month with key stakeholders and 
businesses 

YTD Business meetings 376 Year to date client and stakeholder meetings 

Follow up and value-add services 
(Referrals) 

28 Introductions, referral of support services, key events & 
information to producers and businesses 

YTD Referral services 140 Year to date referrals  

Events and strategic meetings 13 Includes conference, chamber/progress associations, ED 
relevant events and strategic meetings/sessions 

YTD Business events 107  

Investments – Pipeline 74 Pipeline of “Active Projects” (includes some Priority) 

Investments announced 0 Investments in month  

Investments YTD 0 Year to date investments announced in FY 

Value of investments $0m $ value of investments in month 

Investments $ YTD $0m Total value of investments Year to date in FY 

Jobs created  0 Jobs created (estimated) in period 
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1.0 Monthly work program – activity and highlights  

• Business Mentoring 

• Round 1 

▪ Mentee unused hours extended to 31 May 

▪ 24 Outcomes reports received  

▪ Project Funding reimbursed  

▪ $39,003 reimbursed, $27,610 co-contributed so far and local spend in Balonne Shire of $34,759.  

▪ Feasibility Studies Round 1 Status 

▪ Study 1 – Assessment, offer and reapply 

▪ Study 2 – submissions closed and being assessed 

▪ Study 3 – Request submissions in mid-January 

• Round 2 - commenced 

▪ 28 mentees approved  

▪ Action Plan follow up  

▪ Shortlists of potential mentors forwarded 

▪ Information sessions planned in January (mentees and mentors)  

• Dirranbandi Hot Baths 

o Update at Dirranbandi Progress Association  

o Conceptual designs with architects (January) 

o Request to Department for extension on Milestone 2 (February and April) 

o Market analysis report to be received  

• Other 

o ED update to Thallon Progress Association 

o ED update to Dirranbandi Progress Association 

o Facilitated Investment Attraction and Economic Development Workshop (attendees- 17 in person and 

12 via Zoom – recorded)   

o Investment Attraction Prospectus – marketing plans 

o Follow up assistance to horticultural producers  

o Preliminary work into Accommodation requirements (long-term) 

o Proposal submitted for inward investment opportunity  

o ecoBiz program – follow up reports to 11 businesses  

o EDO weekly wraps (3) 

o Adaption Grant funding (Update) - Balonne Shire 

▪ Round 1 – 9 Applications, 8 approved $74,797 

▪ Round 2 – 22 Applications, 11 approved so far $96,451 

▪ Total – 19 approved for $171,248 (avg $9,013)   

▪ Round 2 still open for Regional Queensland (EDO assistance) - 90% subscribed follow up with 

eligible businesses 

• Two new business enquiries – tourism sector  

• Referral services in month - 28 

 

1.1 Project Summaries 

• Business Mentoring Program 

o Project Management  

o Round 1 – extension on hours, feasibility studies progressing 

o Updates to Thallon and Dirranbandi Progress Associations  

o 23 outcome reports and surveys to be conducted   
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o Project funding total expenditure  

▪ $39,003 reimbursed, $27,610 co-contributed so far and local spend in Balonne Shire of 

$34,759  

o Round 2 – 28 mentees approved 

o Shortlists of mentors for Round 2 mentees 

o Follow up on status of mentors and mentees 

o Webinars/Workshops being planned 

• Dirranbandi Hot Baths 

o Architect – developing conceptual designs 

o Market analysis and plan by consultant  

o Request to Department for extension (Milestone 2) 

o Project Management  

• COVID-19 Business Support and Recovery 

o Small business support – Round 2 mentoring  

o Local Disaster Management Recovery Update 

o Adaption Grants follow up 

o Support to horticultural producers 

o Accommodation camps - analysis 

• Exclusion Fencing 

o Planning – economic data collection and outcomes  

o Attending WDEF committee meetings 

• Investment Attraction 

o Two new enquiries – tourism 

o Proposal submitted for prospective investor 

o Investment Attraction and Economic Development Opportunities Workshop 

o Follow up on existing enquiries and priority projects, 

o Updating of investment fact sheets (translated) for distribution 

• Other 

o Go Local First 

o WaterStart program, review 

o Country Universities Centre follow up regarding opportunities 

o Construction of towers along Castlereagh Highway 

o Council support for Buy Balonne Gift Card program ($30,487) 

o Referrals and introductions of contacts and services – 28 

 

1.2 Events & Strategic Meetings 

• Investment Attraction and Economic Development Workshop  

• DAF & TIQ – exporting to Singapore and Vietnam 

• DAF & TIQ – exporting to Japan and Indonesia 

• DAF meeting regarding borders and essential workers for horticulture 

• PICAC and Hydrogen Centre of Excellence (trades opportunities) 

• SWQ EDAC Investment Attraction – marketing   

• Thallon Progress Association 

• Dirranbandi Progress Association  

• Business Mentoring Steering Committee 

• Site visit – prospective investor 
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1.3 Business Activity and Lead Generation  

• Two new investment enquiries in December – Tourism (2) 

• Proposal for inward investment opportunity 

• Site inspection from one group planned for January 2021 

• Follow up on investment lead pipeline and priority projects  

• Projects emerging from Murray-Darling Basin Economic Development Program Business Mentoring program.  
•  

•  

1.4 Reporting 

• Thallon Progress Association Update 

• Dirranbandi Progress Association Update 

• Request for extension – grant reporting for Dirranbandi Hot Baths (Milestone 2) 

• Weekly wrap updates (3) 

• November 2020 Economic Development update  

• Project Management – Business Mentoring and Dirranbandi Thermal Springs 

• Economic Development Activity report; and 

• Investment Summary Report 

 

2.O Investments/Projects       

2.1 Existing Priority Projects Updates 

Project Status/Update 

Thallon Grain Upgrade All inland rail projects at Gate 2 – progressing to feasibility.   

Thallon Freight Hub BROC update received and submitted to department  

Carrot Production No further announcements at this stage   

Mooramanna Feedlot Exclusion Fencing roll out and following up in 2021 (plans) 

Fucheng (Westmar) No further announcements from the proponents. Followed up with State 
Government and Goondiwindi – nothing further 

Horticulture expansion Mentoring continuing with projects being identified. Accommodation 
project – interest form 4 growers 

Truck Fuel Stop No further activity on this project 

Cluster Exclusion Fencing Fencing roll out and assessing how to capture meaningful economic data 

St George Aerodrome No further update 

St George Meat Processing Progressing with interested investment group and meatworks owner. 
Update in January 2021 

Solar Farm St George Interest re: considering solar and alternative energy. Consultant engaged 
re; pre-feasibility renewable and alternative energy  

 

 

2.2  Investments Realised and Job Creation/Retention 

Investments YTD Project Value $ YTD Jobs YTD 

0 0 $0m $0m 0 0 

 

2.3 Project Pipeline Status – “Active” Projects (Includes Priority Projects) 

Sector Totals  Estimated timeframe*/stage Totals 
Agriculture 16  Early 2021 28 
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Aquaculture 3  Mid 2021 4 

Education/Training 3  Feasibility 24 

Energy 3  Concept 13 

Food & Feed Processing 6  Monitoring 5 

Health and Medical 1    

Horticulture 9    

ICT 0    

Manufacturing 3    

Professional Services 2    

Property and Construction 3    

Retail/Wholesale 5    

Tourism 10    

Transport and Logistics 3    

Water 2    

Other 5    

Totals 74  Totals 74 

 

3.0 Economic Development Activity 

3.1 New Business Enquiries 

In the month of December there were two new business enquiries – retail/wholesale and “other”. In addition to the 

priority projects, the EDO will continue to follow up existing business enquiries.  

Enquiries Totals YTD  Sector Totals YTD 

New 1 7  Agriculture 0 2 

Expansion 1 2  Education/Training 0 0 

Total 2 9  Energy 0 1 

External 2 5  Health and Medical 0 0 

Local 0 4  Horticulture 0 0 

Total 2 9  ICT 0 0 

    Indigenous 0 0 

    Infrastructure 0 0 

    Manufacturing 0 0 

    Property 0 1 

    Retail 0 1 

    Tourism 2 3 

    Transport and Logistics 0 0 

    Other 0 1 

    Total 2 9 

 

3.2 Client Meetings 

During the month, there were 54 Economic Development related meetings of which 33 were external clients and 21 were 

local clients. The purpose of these meetings is to engage and meet with key stakeholders, business champions, 

investment enablers and investors and business owners directly to promote the shire and identify business opportunities. 

Professional Services (21), Horticulture (8) and Government (7) were the most represented sectors. St George (19), 

Brisbane (10), and Regional NSW (5) were most represented. 

Sector Meetings YTD  Location Meetings YTD 

Agriculture 4 48  St George 19 105 

Creative 0 3  Dirranbandi 1 43 

Education/Training 2 9  Thallon 1 13 
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Energy 0 1  Mungindi 0 0 

Government 7 46  Hebel 0 2 

Health/Medical 0 16  Nindigully 0 0 

Horticulture 8 38  Bollon 0 8 

ICT 0 0  Brisbane 10 44 

Indigenous 0 1  Gold Coast 0 8 

Infrastructure 1 1  Goondiwindi 4 19 

Manufact/Construct 1 5  Toowoomba 3 21 

Not for Profit 2 32  Roma 3 36 

Professional Services 21 115  Southern Downs 0 0 

Retail 2 16  Western Downs 1 5 

Tourism & Sport 4 32  Logan 2 8 

Transport 0 3  Queensland Other 2 7 

Other 2 9  Western Queensland 0 5 

    Melbourne 0 2 

    Sydney 1 7 

    NSW Regional 5 23 

    VIC Regional 0 9 

    Canberra ACT 1 0 

    South Australia 1 8 

    Tasmania 0 0 

    Western Australia 0 0 

    International 0 0 

Total 54 376  Total 54 376 

 

3.3 Referrals 

Referrals are regarding introductions to government programs, advisors, mentors and other persons or government 

programs to assist local business growth and expansion.  A total of 28 business referrals and support services were 

recorded in the month of December.  Business referrals and assistance included: ED services, grant information/support, 

introductions, and agribusiness support. 

 Sector Dec 
2020 

YTD Notes 

Agriculture 3 24 Mentoring and diversification - intros 

Chamber & Progress Associations 0 5  

Education & Training  1 3 Training opportunities 

Environmental 0 1  

Government 0 9  

Health & Medical 0 7  

Horticulture 8 31 Accommodation and COVID 

Indigenous 1 3 Grants and Mentoring  

Industrial 0 0  

Manufacturing/construction 0 6  

Not-For-Profit 2 8 Mentoring, funding  

Retail 4 13 Mentoring, ecoBiz 

Professional Services 5 11 Mentoring and services 

Tourism 3 12 Business Development and mentoring  

Other 1 7 Commercial Agents  

Total 28 140  

 

4.0 Events and Strategic Meetings 
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4.1 Relevant events attended/presented  

In December, 13 business events were held in the month.  Events included: investment Attraction and Economic 

Development Workshop, Business mentoring information sessions, DAF & TIQ export webinars, business mentoring 

committee meeting and updates to the Thallon and Dirranbandi Progress Associations.  

Event Date Purpose 

Thallon Progress Association 1/12/20 Monthly meeting 

Dirranbandi Progress Association 2/12/20 Monthly meeting  

Lucid Economics Zoom Call 4/12/20 Investment Attraction Prospectus 

Business Mentoring Steering Committee 9/12/20 Mentoring committee 

SWQ EDAC Committee meeting 10/12/20 Investment Attraction  

Go Local First 11/12/20 Overview of program with Pru Goward 

Visit to Plumbing Industry Climate Action 
Centre (Trades Training) and Hydrogen 
Centre of Excellence  

14/12/20 Overview of trade programs and opportunities 
(Beenleigh based) 

LMDG COVID Recovery 15/12/20 COVID Recovery meeting  

Qld Agricultural Exporting to Vietnam and 
Singapore 

15/12/20 DAF and TIQ webinar with TIQ Trade 
Commissioners (Singapore and Vietnam) 

Rural Financial Counselling 16/12/20 Services of the RFCS and collaborating 

Investment Attraction and Economic 
Development Workshop 

16/12/20 Lucid Economics and ED Presentation  

Country Universities Centre 17/12/20 Follow up discussion - opportunities 

Qld Agricultural Exporting to Japan and 
Indonesia 

22/12/20 DAF and TIQ webinar with TIQ Trade 
Commissioners (Japan and Indonesia) 

 

4.2 Upcoming and proposed events/meetings 

Event Date Purpose and Location Cost 

Chamber Meeting 13-Jan Monthly meeting nil 

Economic Development and Planning 
Committee 

14-Jan Monthly update nil 

Managers and Strategic Officer 
workshop 

19-Jan Workshop on key priorities nil 

Business Mentoring info session 19-Jan Round 2 mentee info session nil 

Site visit Mid-late Jan Investor nil 

ED Action Committee 28-Jan Group Discussion  nil 

REDP Report Final 31-Jan Report Due nil 

Thallon Progress Association 2-Feb Monthly meeting and update nil 

Managers and Strategic Officers 2-Feb Workforce requirements nil 

Lucid Economics Feb Investment Attraction 2nd visit nil 

Mentoring Steering Committee 10-Feb Business Mentoring Meeting nil 

Protein 2021 24-25 Feb Dalby (TSBE event) $250 

Dirranbandi Progress Association Feb TBC Monthly meeting and update nil 

 
 

Attachments 

Nil  
 

 
Matthew Magin 
Chief Executive Officer  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Grants Monthly Report 

DATE: 11.01.21  

AGENDA REF: ICFS1 

AUTHOR: Julie Hempstead - Administration Officer - Governance  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Grants Monthly Information Report December 2020.  
 

Summary  

• Full Business Case Applications Submitted      0 

• Expression of Interest Applications Submitted     0 

• In-Progress Full Business Applications       0 

• In- Progress EOI Applications        1 

• Successful – Full Business Case Applications      5 

• Successful – EOI Applications        0  

• Unsuccessful- Grant Applications        0 

Successful Grants Register 2020/21 Summary 

Successful Grants for 2020/21 to FY to date  

• National Australia Day Council (Smarty Grants)      1 

• Celebrating Multicultural Queensland Program     1 

• Murray Darling Basin Economic Development Program Round 3  1  

• Murray Darling Basin Economic Development Program Round 2   1 

• Local roads and Community Infrastructure Grant Agreement (phase 2)   1 

Unsuccessful Grants Register 2020/21 Summary  

Unsuccessful Grants FY to date 2020/21 
NIL  
 
 

 

Attachments 

1. Grants Information Report January 2021 Council Meeting.pdf ⇩    
 

Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  

CO_21012021_AGN_428_AT_files/CO_21012021_AGN_428_AT_Attachment_4070_1.PDF
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report Director Finance & Corporate Services 

DATE: 11.01.21  

AGENDA REF: ICFS2 

AUTHOR: Michelle Clarke - Director Finance & Corporate Services  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Monthly report for December/January - Finance and Corporate Services 
 

Land matters 

• St George Levee –Final earth levee easement now signed and on its way to the solicitors to register 
on the title.  There are 4 more earth levee easements to finalise that are of a minor nature.  

IT Vision project 

• Water billing issue resolved with new release  

• IT Vision resource programmed for 18 January (pending COVID border restrictions) 

• Asset register to be uploaded week commencing 18 January 

• Preparing for rates levy with IT Vision for mid-February 

• Revenue/Expenditure report – improvements continuing 

• Contracts register report completed in Synergy Soft 

Governance 

• Special meeting 7 January minutes 

• Annual report distributed 

• Service request reporting including new reformatted monthly Magiq reporting for December 2020 

• Add Register of Interests and other security documents to the security database and hardcover 
registers 

• Magiq audit near complete and records management project underway to improve record keeping 
across council  

• Meeting with CAMMs strategy – performance planning, risk module and audit module 

• Quarter 1 report under preparation 

• Continuing to work with WHS Audit to ensure that processes in place to capture all required information 
and to look at work flows and process improvements 
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Grants 

• Refer to monthly report 

• Project priority list under preparation for councillor consideration 

Complaints 

• Nil 

Staffing 

• Senior Finance Officer and IT Admin Trainee appointed 

• Accountant recruitment extended 

• Letter of offer to Administration officer creditors pending 

Finance 

• Invoices processed and follow up on a number that missed December payment run 

• Budget review preparations continuing with Glenn Hart for councillor workshop 

• Continuing to work with Kerry Phillips on St George river water meters and overall rating strategy for 
2021/22 

• QTC draw down for WDEF special rate scheme R2 completed in the sum of $1,232,625.42 (including 
capitalised interest) 

Procurement 

• Assisted ERS with Waste Management Strategy procurement process 

• Finalised contract with Fulton Trotter for Library Hub architectural services 

• R2 Special Rate Scheme WDEF sign ups completed in December (with 6 still remaining) 
 
The following graph indicates an increase in December from the November RFQs near the average of 20 per 
month.   (Graph as at 11/01/2020).  

 
A majority of request are between the value of $150,000 to $300,000 as shown in the following graph. 
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Service requests 

 
In DecemberCouncil received 208 service requests with 175 completed on time or 84%.  This is a significant 
improvement however remains just 1% off the target of 85%. Council received 3 compliments for the month of 
December. 
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The internal audit is near complete relating to the review of the service request process. 
 
Analysis of road complaints is shown below for the past 6 months.  It indicates: 

• There was a decrease in the number of gravel/sealed road maintenance service requests in December 

• Road condition reports remains at an avarage of 8 per month 

• Road signage decreased to Nil 

• Road design decreased to Nil over the past three months 

• Main Road queries decreased to Nil in December 
Further analysis and a breakdown by road is under development.  
 

 

Information Technology 

Outages 

• 3 minor outages resolved 

• IT Audit underway with Field Solutions Group 

• Website redesign project continuing (including Guardian Disaster Dashboard) 

• Active Directory Investigation - Fourier Technologies are unable to repair and therefore budget 
consideration will be required to look at the replacement/upgrade of the active directory. 

Other key projects/meetings 

Risk module 

Feedback from Audit & Risk Committee Chair to be incorporated into Operational Risk Progress Report 
 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
   

 

 
Michelle Clarke 
Director Finance & Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report 

DATE: 12.01.21  

AGENDA REF: ICFS3 

AUTHOR: Jorja McDonnell - Media and Communications Officer  
  

 

Sub-Heading 

Monthly Report 
 

Communications Monthly Report for the period 4 December 2020 to 12 January 2021   

Media Releases • 7 December – Events are back in Balonne Shire: in a big way. 

• 9 December – Balonne growers calling on community to solve seasonal 
worker housing shortage. 

• 9 December – Enthusiastic work experience student joins Balonne Shire. 

• 21 December – Two days for Balonne venues to start digital contract 
tracing (LDMG release). 

• 11 January – Silos donation a credit to hard-working Thallon community. 

• 12 January – Sunday flight a welcome return, Council calls for third flight. 

• 12 January – There’s still time: join the event organisers masterclass. 

Media Monitoring South West Newspaper: 4 stories. 
Queensland Country Life: 1 story. 
The Rural Leader: 1 story. 
The Western Star (syndicated): 2 stories. 
WIN News Toowoomba: 1 pre-record with Mayor O’Toole. 
Radio 4SG: 2 stories. 

Other • Jorja has now taken over all Communications duties including reporting, 
draft budget, and operational planning. 

• Meetings with Tourism Manager re: upcoming promotions, assistance. 

• Meetings with Communities re: upcoming comms. 

• Meeting with ERS re: upcoming comms. 

• Meeting with Mallawa re: upcoming media release. 

• Meeting with RSL sub-branch re: possible comms assistance. 

• Disaster Dashboard – liaising with Information Technology Officer. 

• Watercooler Chat Newsletter – released weekly, positive feedback. 

• Social media – early indications of increased engagement, see below. 

• CUC Balonne video project on hold for other duties. 

Social Media 

• Facebook 

 
Likes: 4,480. Up 118 since last reporting period. 
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• Twitter 
 
 
 
 
 

• Instagram 

Total reach: 24,042 people. Down 53.3% partially due to Christmas shutdown. 
 
 
Followers: 384. Up by 15. 
Tweet impressions: 5,048. Down 17.2% in 28 days. 
Profile visits: 306. Up 45.7% in 28 days. 
 
 
Followers: 789. Up 60 since last reporting period. 
Reach: 531. Down 0.4% since last reporting period. 
Looking to get Council verified on the platform but will require a copy of Balonne 
Shire’s article of incorporation to make that happen. 

Corporate 
publications 

• Council Meeting Update – December. 

• Watercooler Chat – 7, 14, 21 December, 4, 11 January. 

• Roadworks Update – January. 

• Social media style guide – work in progress. 
 

Government Liaison Nil. 

 
Media Liaison 

• Assisted Queensland Country Life journalist James McManagan with 
story on rainfall in the region – Council statement plus addition local 
referrals to appropriate contacts. 

• Arranged interview with Mayor for 2WEB Outback Radio. 

• Arranged with The Rural Leader editor Candyce Grew to receive 
delivery of monthly edition. 

• Setting up meeting with Barry Dixon re: continued support of Radio 4SG. 

• Discussed advertising deadlines and production with South West News. 

 

Murray Darling 
Association Inc. 

Nil 

Disaster Management 
Officer 

Nil 

Advertising • Special Council Meeting notice in Toowoomba Chronicle, 5 January. 

• Radio advertising to resume 18 January. 

• South West News advertising to resume 20 January. 

Website Redesign • In talks with LGAQ to bring Jorja up to speed on operational matters 
neglected by Nigel in handover. 

• Committee to reconvene in early February pending outcome of LGAQ 
meeting. 

• Consultation with departments to continue, chasing Infrastructure, 
Economic Development, Finance and Corporate Services. 

• Content rewrite continues, albeit slowly. 
 

Attachments 

Nil  
 

 
Matthew Magin 
Chief Executive Officer  
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Department of Infrastructure Service's Monthly Report  

DATE: 12.01.21  

AGENDA REF: IIFS1 

AUTHOR: Billie Spackman - Administration Officer  
  

 

 Executive Summary 

From the Department of Infrastructure Services - reporting for the month of November 2020. 
 

0701-Main Roads Works 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached RMPC Supervisor’s report.  
0702-Private Works   

• Nil 
0400-Council Roads / Streets / Bridge Work 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Works Supervisor’s report. 
0440-Aerodromes 

• Routine maintenance and inspections are ongoing. 
0450-Plant and Equipment 

• Details are included in the attached Workshop Supervisor’s report. 
0510-Housing 

• Routine maintenance is ongoing. 
0520-Recreation and Sport  

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 
0521-Swimming Pools  

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

• Routine maintenance is ongoing. 
0530-Parks and Gardens 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

• Routine maintenance is ongoing. 

• New retaining walls were installed for the grass seating area at the amphitheatre.  
0535-Halls/Civic/Cultural Centres 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

• Routine maintenance is ongoing. 
0555-Showgrounds 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

• Routine maintenance is ongoing. 

• St George Showground was prepared for the Christmas Markets.  
0615-Cemeteries 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 
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• Routine maintenance and mowing is ongoing. 
 
0620-Street Cleaning 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

• Routine maintenance is ongoing. 
625-Public Conveniences 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 
4000-Urban Wastewater 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 
5000-Urban Water 

• Maintenance work is detailed in the attached Town Works Supervisor’s report. 

• Monthly consumption figures are given in the attached reports. 
Capital/Special Maintenance Works Progress 

• Nil 
Meetings / Training 

• Weekly IS Meetings 
Current Tenders 

• Nil 
 

Attachments 

1. Balonne Shire Council Water Usage 2020-2021 - Period Ending 31 December 2020.pdf ⇩  
2. Plant Maintenance Report - Period Ending 31 December 2020.pdf ⇩  

3. Road Construction Report - Period Ending 31 December 2020.pdf ⇩  
4. Road Maintenance Report - Period Ending 31 December 2020.pdf ⇩  
5. Town Maintenance Report - Period Ending 31 December 2020.pdf ⇩  
   

 

 
Andrew Boardman 
Director Infrastructure Services  
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(IERS) ENVIRONMENT & REGULATORY SERVICES 
ITEM TITLE SUB HEADING PAGE 

IERS1 MONTHLY REPORT 
ENVIRONMENT AND 
REGULATORY SERVICES 

The Environment and Regulatory Services Report for the month 
of December 2020 is presented for Council’s information. 
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OFFICER REPORT  
TO: Council 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report Environment and Regulatory Services 

DATE: 08.01.21  

AGENDA REF: IERS1 

AUTHOR: Michelle Walters - Administration Officer  

  

 

Sub-Heading 

The Environment and Regulatory Services Report for the month of December 2020 is presented for Council’s 
information. 
 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT APPROVALS 
 
Building Approval December 2020  
 

BA 
No 

Applicant Owner Address Lot & Plan Builder Class Description  Value of 
Works  

Approval 
Date 

5246 

Field 
Solutions 
Group 

Balonne 
Shire 
Council 

1-57 Jane St  
DIRRANBANDI 1RP100720 

Field 
Solutions 
Group 10b 

Telecommu
nications 
Facility 

 $   
102,475.00  11.12.2020 

 
 

 
 



 

 

IERS1 
 

Page 94 of 97 21 January 2021 

 

 
 

 
 

Development Applications 
 

Number Development Address Application Stage 

MCU 176 “Caravan Park” 77 Whytes Rd, St George On Hold 

MCU 185 “Intensive Animal Industry” 
(45,000SSU Sheep Feedlot) 

‘Ballandool Station’, Ballandool 
Road Hebel  

Information Request 
Part 

MCU 188 “Intensive Animal Industry” 
(2,000SCU Cattle Feedlot) 

15035 Carnarvon Highway, St 
George 

Application Part 

 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

 
Natural Environment: 

• General health inspections were carried out.   

• There were no notifiable diseases reported during December 2020 

• There were four food recalls actioned in December 2020. 
 
Local Laws: 

• Registration forms and the completion of QR codes at RV friendly parks continue. 

• As from 1 December 2020 patrons allowed will increase at RV friendly parks from 50 to 100. 

• Signage will be changed to reflect the latest Queensland Health Directive. 
 

Public Health: 

• Council continues to promote community awareness on safe practices during COVID-19 when running 
events, weddings, workshops and other community gatherings 

• Several local events have been held successfully during 2020 plus pre-planning for events in 2021. 

• Queensland Health alerts have been shared with the Balonne community 
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• Viral fragments have been located in wastewater in Warwick and Stanthorpe 
 

Wastewater Services: 

• Wastewater analysis continues each month.   
 

Urban Water Supplies: 

• Weekly microbiological samples of St George’s bore water supply were taken and tested. 

• Samples were taken and tested from all other towns during the period. 
 

Waste Management: 

• All waste practices continue at a high standard at the St George Landfill. 

• The illegal dumping of tyres project funded by the Department of Environment continued with tyres brought into 
the St George landfill for shredding. 

 
Landfill Operation 

 

 St George Dirranbandi Thallon Bollon Hebel Nindigully 

Condition Reasonable Reasonable Good Good Good Transfer Station 

Concerns  Greenwaste Greenwaste Greenwaste   

 
 

RURAL LANDS AND COMPLIANCE 

Biosecurity and Environment 

• CCWI Weed grant progressing with ground spraying with QMDCL and Aerial Surveying with the Drone 
with the Moonie and Maranoa Rivers. Finalising the final report information and acquittal information for 
the completion of this grant funding.  

• Council has applied to the Queensland Feral Pest Initiative – Round 5 for cluster fencing (the funding is 
capped at $2,700 per kilometre).  

• Council is currently seeking Expressions of Interest from Landholders in the Balonne Shire for future 
grant funding for Exclusion Fencing. This EOI closes on Friday, 29 January 2021 and an update will be 
provided to Council. 
 

Wild Dog Exclusion Fencing (WDEF) 

Wild Dog Exclusion Fencing deliveries are ongoing when supplies are ready, and inspections are being 
conducted when required:  

• “Beverleigh” 50% Inspection.  

• “Yamburgan” 50% Inspection. 

• WDEF Fence inspections for Myrtlemount and Tralee. 

• “Oakey Park” Initial delivery under the Special Rate Scheme Round 2. 
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Stock Routes  

• Stock Route Patrols and Inspections. 

• Water Facility Patrols and Inspections. 

• “Mundalee” Water Facility security fence complete (photo).  

• Tierney Crushing advised that water extraction from Stock Route Facility “Cypress Tank” for the 
purposes of flood damage repair works was to cease immediately due to low water levels and 
Council’s obligation to provide water for travelling stock on the network. 

• 18 Wild Dog Scalps destroyed. 

• 300 Fox-Off Baits Bill Knights “Burgorah”. 

• Stock Route water facility inspections. 

• Stock Route compliance inspections. 

• Illegal Cultivation of Stock route. Re-investigation. 

• Contractor Inspections of Dirranbandi Town Common for Vendor Panel Works. 

• Forklift Training  
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5 Metre Vegetation Clearing  
The Local Laws Officer has undertaken the following for the month of December 2020:  

• 5M clearing inspections for the following landholders:  
i. Nelyambo 
ii. Nindi-Thana 
iii. Wodonga 
iv. Darran 
v. Whyenbah 
vi. Cooly 

 
Compliance/Local Laws 
The Local Laws Officer has undertaken the following for the month of December 2020:  

• Overdue additional animal inspections completed 

• Current additional animal inspections completed 

• Daily patrols conducted in St George for wandering dogs 

• Regular patrols conducted of outlying towns for wandering dogs 

• 9 dogs impounded 

• 5 dogs released to owners 

• 4 dogs re-homed 

• 5 cats impounded 

• 5 cats rehomed 

• Cattle on road secured back on property 

• Assisted with Stock Route inspections 

• Pound maintenance conducted 

• Issued Compliance Notices and follow-up Infringement Notices for breaches of Local Law No. 2 or 

Animal Management (Cats & Dogs) Act 2008 primarily for dogs without a microchip. 

Financial and Resource Implications 
2020/21 capital construction on stock routes (funded by DNRME) is complete, with operations progressing within 
approved budgets. 
 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
   
 

 
Digby Whyte 
Director Environment & Regulatory Services  
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